
THE-i ROCICWrOOD E VIF-W.

this Lake front two Indian words
boti"Lake and "Io" great.

'l'lie Frenchmen, lîowever, called
i t St. Louis, after the Frenchi King.
On the i4th, De Courcelles started
ou his return to Montreal, and oc-
cupied onby three days in his trip.
"The whole world," say the narra-
tors of the event, "%%as greatlv sur-
1prised to see that in fifteen davs ai
large bateau wvas carried up to, ami
brought from Otondiata, %without
the loss of a man.*' Couilt De
Frontenac, a boid, intelligent and
resoureeful leader of nien, was apl-
oointed Governor of Nev !France
1": 1672, and at once informed the
FPrenc> Governrnent of the advisa-
hility of following out De Cour-
celles' plan for the establishnment of
twvo forts on Lake Ontario. He
represented that hie wouid visit the
Lake in the fiilowîig spring, and
lioped thereby not oniy to prevent
the fur trade with the Ottawas front
going to the Dutch, but to streîîg-
then the Mission already existing
at Quinitay or Quinte. Il' 1673, lic
mnade suitable preparations, con-
strueting two bateaux,each of which
carried a sniaii cannon and sixteen
mien, asked aid from officers and
settiers, coliected a large force an (
iiumerous canoes, and started for
Quebec on the 3rd june, blesse<i by
tic clergy and cheered by the pen.
ffIe, and reached Montreai on the
i3th, having made short stops l)y
the way, at 'rhree Rivers and else-
wlicre. He landed at Montrtal
.4imidst the Toar of ail the catinon

and musketry of the people of the
Island, who were unrier aris."
Rceniaining here until the 2oth, lie
and hi-, commiand set off Io brave
the dangers of the varions rapids.
lie had i2o caiîoes, two bateaux,
:in.- .oo mnen, a good supply o- pro>-
visions, and numerous prescuLs for
ia;.r Indians, wlîom lie hnped to
luut ait tlie foot of the great Lake.
Tvadvcntures of the large party,

l'le succession victories over the-

River, the hazardous crossing of
the lak.es on the St. Lawrence. thc
liarrow escapes fromn disster, arc
graphicaily toid in the documents
to be found in Paris, and pubiished
iii xS55, of the Governmcnt of Nev
York State, but I shall n<t now
trouble vou witti an account < f
thenm. One item, illustrative of the
noveity (_f the whoie a1dvent:trc,
wviil interest youi. Says the writer:
"\Ve had the pleasure to catch
a smali loon, a bird as large -,s
" %viid gouse, of the most beautif -1
plumage, but so difficuit to bc
catiglt alive, as it plunges con-
stanitiy under water, that is is no
small rarity to be able to take one.
A cage ,vas made for it, and orders
were given to endeavor Io raise it,
in order to be able to send it to the
King." On July iîith, the party
passcd almost ail the vast group of
Islands, with which the River is
studded, and camped on a point
above_ a River calledby the Indians
Onnodokoni, now Gananoque. -and
* 'caught two more loons alive."
On the i2th July the Camp wvS
again broken, and after afew miles
of piaddling and rowing, throughi
scenes uinsurp)as.-ed in beauty upon
this Continent, the broad surface o>f
the Bay. with the immeasureable
exi an' e of the magnificent inland
Sea beyond, gratified the sight of
thc Frenicli warriors and advcxî-
ttn:ers-, a-id their Huron allies.
'ihat %vas ixîdeed a g1orious twelfth,
worthy of remembrance by everv
Soli of Canada, for it ushered in thec
reign of civilization over bai-barismi.
of christianity over heathenism, and
of intelligent power over ignorant
savagery. So long as the t.ile >f
Caniadian progress is told, this date
shor-Id be imprinted on the pages
of our text books, and spoken of iii
ur schools to the millions of bovs

an i ginis who, in the li>ng ccnturie.
%will f111 your places, as the truc
hirthday of Ontario's growth and
prosperitv.


