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rein, iumbcred past its more humble
competitors, when opportuanity off-
ered, and looked down with con-
tempt uponall following in its wake.
.«nd then the riders in the various
sleds and  sleighs and  cutters!
Bluff farmers, clad in warm an.d
heavy homespan,primstorehe. pers.
spruce clerks, smiling matrons,
yvoung wives, blooming misses and
country beaux, were all alive bent
on hearty enjoyment of the day,
and determined, in the bottom ot
their hearts, to make the must of i,
And if loud anl healthy laghter,
cheerful songs, and pleasant recog-
nition of pas<ing travellersindicated
anything. they toid that every
sleigh cairied nerry company,
The Lighthearts had . drive of
twenty miles before them when
they started, and judiciously divid-
ed it, as sensible people did 1a those
days, by half an hour's stoppage at
a roadside inn, where hay was
gwen to the hois.s, and the ocen-
pants of the sleigh enjoyed the
warmth of an open fire-pla o, in
vhich blazed abck-log of sutficient
~ize to afford timber tor the con-
struction of a m-d rn builkling.
Lightheart, senior, ¢ricked around
of pleasant jokes with the occupants
of the b - com, with proper Chri:-
tmas solicitude for the hanpiness of
all the world, and the party sct
forth once more on its journev.,
The horses travelled faster after
*heir brief rect. and Daisvdell was
1eached asthetwenty clocks, which
the village boasted in its scattered
“touses,  annoanced, withim  five
minutes of each other at utmost,
that noon had struck. ‘The house
of William Meriyweather, * York.
shire Will.™ a~ he was sometimes
valled, and for which we are spec-
ially boun-t, was detached fromthe
sest, and stood on his farm at the
outskirts of the little rural com.
munity. A rare and cosy-looking
spat it was too, although partly log

and partly frame, and innocent of
other coloring than a coat of white
paint on the siding and whitewash
on the logs. A broad stoop or ver-
andah along its front, latticed with
green stiips, the work of sume rustic
carpenter. and of William's willing
hand. gave promise of hearty cheei
within, an throw the spe ctatorinto
that indescribable flutter attendant
unen love at first sight, of which
vouthful poets often sing, and alas !
know su little,  The great expecta-
tions thus exdited were not disap-
print.d. ‘The ready smile of York-
shire William shone at one window,
and s daplicated by that of Mrs,
Metryweather at the other, as the
barking of the fa m dogs ann« unc-
d the arrival o f guests, before the
tivkling betl< were heard , and then
a4 wide open door, with Mr. and
Mus. M. gpen the thieshold, pre-
ceded the hearty greeting of A
Merry Chiistmas to youall,” which
was sent uj en the winter air as the
first shot in the dav's hattle with
0d Melancholy of the allied forces
of Fun and Frolic. And when the
visitors emerged from their coz
buffulo rote environments, such u
grip as was given by William to
vvery occupant of the s'eigh; such
smacking kisses as each lady was
siduted with by Mrs. Meirywea

ther and her grown daughter as
they entered the house; such pleas-
ant cfficiousness as was displayedl
1 the unharnessing of the horses,
st.eh an armful of split pine as was
laid npon the open fre in the sit-
ting room, such clatter through
the building, «manating from bust

ling feet running to meet the citv
coinins ;. such namerous enguiries,
exchanged in a dozen  different
voices upon a dezen different mat-
ters, had sutely never been known
even ;n Daisvdell before, and form-
vd a cheerful medley contrasting
vharningly with the winter aspedt
of all without.  The whale building



