1856.

Missions. Ineed not fill my sheet with de-
tails about the missionary work on this
island.  Tam sure your heart unites with
ours in-thankfulness to God, that he has
inclined thess poor islanders to reccive
his word. 'We hope that not a few have
believed and embraced the gospel, into
the salvation of their souls; whilstitsin-
direct influence has humanized and jo-
proved society at large.
The gospel has been an unspeakably
f‘recious boon to the poor Aneiteumese.
t is difficult for persons living in a chris-
tian land to conceive the state of degra-
*dation’and miscry in which it found them.
The crimes of hea-henism must be wit.
nessed to be known.  After all that has
been wiitten about the heathen the truth
has not, and I think scarcely can be fully
told. * T never saw the effects of the fail
in all its unmitipated horrérs, until I
landed on this islnd. :

Many of the natives are I believe tru-
ly thankful to God for the gospel, and
feel grateful to the Church by whose in-
strumentality it has been sent to them,
They cannot look back on the dark and
awful abyss of heathenism from which
they have been rescued, without feelings
of thankfulness for the meansof their de-
liverance. Not a few give hopeful evi-
dence that they value the pearl of great
price” which they have found, and that
they would not part with it for any earth-
ly consideration.

Ithink Imay say that I never have re-
pented and never will regret my devote-
ment to the missionary work. IfI feel
uncomfortable at any time, thig feeling
arises from a conscionsness of wmy utter
unworthiness and unfituess forit.” 1love
the work in which I am engaged, and
while health is spared to me1 shall ne-
ver relinquish it,

The greatest disadvantage we have to
contend with here is climate. For rea-
sons not yet understood these islandsare
unhealthy. Fevers, remittent and inter-
mittent, are common on them, and even
the natives do not escape. Were the
climate more salubriousit would be agree-
able.  After years of observation I find
the highest range of the Thermometor to
be 989, the lowest range 58 © ,and the
mean range 80°. We require to be
cautious and atttnd to the laws of health,
otherwise we could not remain long on
these islands. But if the climate is_ un-
healthy this has been advantageous to the
cause. It was sickness I believe that
caused the breaking up of the Roman
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Catholic Mission on this island, for those
engaged in it suffered almost constantl
from fever and ague; and if our little
island were more healthy it is almost
certain that it would soon be over-run
with a class of white men, whose presence
would be iujurious to religion and morn.
ality. Al things considered I feel thank-
ful that we have such a climate to labour
in.
T beg to thank you for the intercst you
have taken in raising a marine fund,
You will see by the Eaper sent by Mr
Inglis and myself to the “ Board of For.
eign Missions,” that more help is wanted
in this department. We require a smalb
vessel to enable us to keep up frequent
and safe communication with the neigh-
bouring island. I hope this object will
meet with the approbation of the ¢ Board™
and thé supportof the friends of the cause.

It would give me much pleasure to
hear from you. Mrs Geddie and the chil-
dren are well. She unites with me’im
affectionate remembrance to Mrs Baxter,
yourself and family.

I remain,
ever yours, &e.,
JouN GEDDIE.
Rev J. Baxter.

EXTRACTS FROM JOURNAL OF
REV. J. GEDDIE.
( Continued.) .

Jan, 1st, 1855.—By the goodness of
God we have been brought fo the com-
mencement of another year. In reviéw-
ing the past what cause for thankfulpess:
in relation to our work. Our trials have
been few and our mercies great. The
sacred cause in which we labour has
mede some progress and Satan’s king-
dom trembles. “Some hopeful deaths:
have occurred during the past year.

I gave all my scholars new books this
morning. We have recently printed a
new school book, which I have been
keeping in reserve for this occasion. I
also presented my teachers and most ad-
vanced scholars with a small 4lmanaci
for 1855 in addition, which has beén
compiled to assist the nativesin com-
puting time. 1 need not say that these
Eggr natives were delighted with thejr

ks.
Jan. 8rd.—Visited Ttug to-day and
seitled Nahran-hat-aikeug and wife ag.
teachers. The settlement is in the im.
terior, about six miles from the sea. F
way 10 it leads through a dense forést,
with scarcely the vestige of .a foot-path.




