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go)nerally to, bo found in greater or sinailer
nmbers during the breeding season. Securing

theniselves by their claws and spreading out their
tails, 80 as to support th body by pressing

1 aqaifl5t the surface of the ban-, thoy pick away
th sil witli thoir bills, until a space large
enouglite admit the body iB forîmed, wlien foot
1 ad claws are also used in scratchng out the
1 and. Their holes are bored sometilues to the
depth of three, foot, and at the furthest end,
the nest le formod off short bits of dry grass,
snd lined with feathere. They lay frum fivo te
jsevon eggs. 'lhe plumage of the Banik Swallow
is greyish brown on the upper pu~t of the body

1 vth a dlusky band acrosa the forepart of the
neck, the lower part of the body dusky white.

Towards the close of April, corne rnany more
new arrivais, not only of land but of wator
birds.
IOur bays and creeks are already becoming

peopled with wild ducks, and other water birds
are in'ihing thieir appearance-but the space ac-
corded te these ornithological notes lias already
been exceeded, and any further notices of our
feathered friends must bo deferred to another
month. G .À

Mess ?mul, April lGth, 1869.

NOTE Bv EDITOR 0. F. -The above interesting
article on " u feathered friends" is from. the
able and graceflil pen of a gentleman, wiom net
a few of our readors 'wlll at once rocôg-nize, fromn
bls initiais and place of rosidence, as the Hon.
G. W. .Alan of this city. WVe are happy to say
it is the first of a sories, to be contlnued f£rom
month to month, until the period of migration
arrives, when an article on 'IThe birds that
iater with us Il wiIl complote, the ornithology

of the yoar. The -wholo wiil formn a most valu-
Âb1e contribution toward the natural history of
our country, and go far te, diBprove tho libel
upon it. that C in Canada tho flowers have ne
fragranco, and the birds ne seng.»

RETTJINED FROM KAI--&1SAS.

0O FARMER. 120-
artizans and labourers, and resultod in an injuri-
eus competition aniong thoso, classes, and dimi-
nished tho demand for labour to such an extent
that efforts on tho part of many to gain a liveli-
hood by honest toil have proved so fruitless that
begging lias been resortod to. Scores are daily
met witli, craving a pittance, from those more
fortunate than themselves, in order to procuro a
baro subsistence. 31r. Buekior states that ho
daily saw indigent people wvandoring through
-the streets of cities and towns, with miserable
rag wailets slung over thoir shoulders, as recep-
taclos for any stray bits of fuel that rnight, be,
swopt from thle shops, or othorwise deposited on
the highiways ; aiso gathering orange and lemon
peol, and other refuse of the more opulent,
ejocted into the stroots, which they devour with
an avidity that plainly indicated their utter
destitution. While the Government land policy
may be ail that could be desixed, hundreds of
poor emigrants, having exhausted their funds
in reaching their destination, find themselves
unable to secure a homestead, or even sufficiont
employrnen; to warrant a hope that, within a
roasonable length of timo, they would be hn a
botter position to purchase. 0f the thousands
of acres of land placed hn the market, a very
large percontage may be, cousidered useleas for
agrîcultural purposes; and the best of the land
boiuag secured by those whoso ineans proved
adequate to, the purpose, there is no alternative
for the poor but to cast themselves on the charity
of the community, or piuali on dloser to the con-
fines of civilization. iVIr. ?Buckler says that a
good supply of surplus funds are ossential for

m.,n a start in KCansas. Reo, we, thnk, wisely
concludes that Canada furnishes equal if net
superior advantages to, a man of limited capital;
whule to the wilhing, frugal and industrious poor,
Canada is preferable, te the States.

WIRE ROPE RMILWAYS.

Varieus experiments have been made hn Bri-
tain, from timo to time, to establisli short linos
of communication for the conveyance of freiglit,
by mean3 of wire »ropos carriod over suitable,

A. Buchler, of Pilkington, County of Weliing- sppors Passing the loads aver theso pointe
tonh.--s ustretrne frin anss, heter hocf support has heretofore beon the chief difliculty

ta on ia uoterneds fr Lansa, hther h thir proroters liad te contend with, This

had gne t bottr bi ol« cecrsacs. difficulty lias at last been overcorne, by over-

A very short stay served te, convinco hlm that
Kansas as it le, a.nd Xansas as it is represonted
te be, are entiroly different tbings, and his ex-
perience hn that torritory are considerably nit
variance with many of the verbal and written

accuns e gt f hatdeecabl rgin.Tho,
constant flow of inmmigratien from ail parts of
the continent lias everstockoed the markzet -with

hanging the supportlng rope, and ourvlng hn thie
pondant by -which the lead le ho.>ked on te the
roe, se that the centre of gravity of the lead
shail corne vertically under the contre of the
ropo. The plan was tried on an experimental,
'qength of half a mile, two different modes of
oporatien. being adopted. The firîst- employs a


