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THE COST AND PROFIT 0F A TURNI?
CR0?.

Te the Editor cf thte O.-zAio FAituEit:
Snt,-ln the C<«< Farmerof the lat Dec.,

alt., I find the foilowiiig communication ever
tlîe signatureocf "lDewdrop"l:

"At this season cf the year, one otten hiear
the question asked '-whetlier root crops really
do pay;' and as they arc certainly becoming
daily cf more importance in Canadilan agricul
ture, it -is probable that many ivould give them
a trial, were t]îey not deterred from doing se,
by the seeiningly enormious cost attendant there-
on. If, therefore, sorne cf your readers wvlîo
have been in the habit cf cultivating this crop,
would give their experience cf the cost per
acre, I tliink it would be conferring a benefit
on the farming community.

I append liereto miy owvn estiin ated cost per
acre cf a, crop cf turnips :

ilent ....................................... $8 4 00
Seed, 3 Ibs., uit 30 cents (say)...............i 1O0
Plougliing twvicc .. ........................ 4 00
Cultivating, Iiarrowing, &c.................2 00
Ho1eing twvice .............................. 10 00
puling ..................................... 2 50
Carting............................... 2 50

*Manure, 20 loads at i56 cents........ .10 00
Carting, spreading, &e..................... 1000O

Total ................................ $46 00
"There is, besides, the expense cf mingýthe drills and putting in the seed. If I arn

correct iii the above estimnate, nothing short
of -an extra crp) will balance the cost."

With regard te the question Ilwhetlîer it
really dees pay te raise root ercps," the answer
depends somewhat; upon hoiw root crops are man-
aged. That a root crop preperly managed does
pay, is beycnd a doubt, it being an ascertained
fact, and consequently indisputable. If "lDew-
drop"l would just ba at the trouble te taire a
drive througlî the several townships lu the
vicinity cf Guelph, at the fail cf the year, and
have a chat with the farmers residing in those
townships as to the profitableness cf a root erop,
I amn thoroughly convinced that hie would nover
again ask tlîe above question, and would feel.
hinself more than ccmpeuisated for lus tinie
and trouble. Nor would luis friends and neigli-
heurs, after the representatien cf the result cf
luis visit, ever more ho sireptical as te the
paymgc cf root culture!

Before I proceed te discuss the itenis in
IlDewdropIss" letter, I nîust inforin hlm- that lie
lias started altegether on a wrong principle. In
the frat place, he charges luis turuuip crop with
ten dollars per acre for unanure, and ten dol-
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lars for carting and spFeadling the sanie. We
wiIl take it for granted tijat hie is a farmer, and
that the inanure used is not purchiased, but
niade iipon the f arm f rorn his stock and previous
crops. Why, then, should this nianure be charg-
ed at al? But alloiig tlîat it should be, wihy
is the -whole cost of mnanure aud carting it, out
to be laid upon the root crop ? Do not the two
or three succeeding crops sîxare in the benefit
of that manure, and in the good culture of the
soil for the root crop I well know tlîat xnany
growers of root crops f ail into the sanie errer, so
that IlDewdrop" is not alone in that respect.
But on reflection I think lie wrill plainly see the
mistake lie lias made. lie lias, norcover, put
the item. too higli, in charging- ten dollars for
cartaýge and sprcading of the mnanure, as an
active man and lad wvill, with. a span of horses
and waggon, or wvith two carts and two liorses,
if the manure yard is but an ordinary distance
frorn the field, inanure and spreadl an acre a
day. Tiierefore, ten dollars an acre is too liigh
a, charge for sucli wvork. The item set down for
preparlng' the land is about right, provided the
soîl is in an ordinary good state of culture to
begin ivith. If, ]iowever, very foui, it would
require more working. Thiis again should not al
be clarged te therootcrep. The crops that fol-
low will luxuriate therein, and will yield more
abundaîîtly for the previous labor the goil has
had, consequently a portion of that labor should
in reality be cliargeable te those creps. Then
ten dollars for hoei.ng the crop twice over is
quite too much-lialf the amount wvould ho
ample, as three expert hiands wevuld readily
ice, out ail weeds and super-abundant plants of
an acre in one day, and two hands would be
sufficient the second time golng over. The
horse turnip hoe is not nained. Tais, if used,
as -ît certainly ought to be, would as a matter
of course reduce the hand-hoeingvery materially,
and could be performedt in a couple of liours. At
the expiration of three or four weeks the crop
ought again to have the aid of the horse lîoe or
cultivator.

Next cornes the charge for pu]fling up the
turnips. Growers of turnips generally, in this
part of the pro-vinq-e at least, have discarded
tlîat slow and expenstve, process. Our plan nov,
after having eut off thie turnip, tops witlî a sharpq


