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they are ail the resuits of' the faithful application of' the principles of?
the inductive method. Nature around us is now recognized as the

radfield to which attention is to bc dirccted, and our energies bput'.
Within lier is contained our Wvlhole store of linowledge ; and to observe
lier closely auJ examine lier faithfully is the sure road to attain truth
and to avoid error. Look abroad upon the face of society, and sec
ivliat n'arvellous chanuges have been wrouglît. The forces of nature,
long supposed to bce leecapriejous manifestations of a god or gods,
now w'vearing a f'rowu of vengeance, or again beaining withlî ovîng
smiles, have been shown to be uniform in operation and reliable in
eharacter. The liglitingus of hecaven, whicli wcre ivont to flash terror
into the liearts of an ignorant people, have been chained and made the
wihhing subjects of mwan. By it oceans are bridged, and the thouglit.
of' thie moment iuvested wvith an omiuipreseuce which to our Ioref'athers
-%ould be incredible. The miost dlistant nations are brotighlt into comi-
inunion. Space lias been anihilatcd, and tinie -deprivcd of duration.
The most distant nations are broughit into mental communion. Man-
'Kinu hatve becorne a grand unit-a nnited body, wlîose parts are
inseparably related, aud the afl&etion of one part distributed instaii-
taneously to every other. Thouglit is no longer latent ;-it iE developed,
livingr, ami self-creative. Fromn being abstract it lias becomne practi-
cal ;-from beiug directed to unattainable idleals, betîveen wvhich and
thot î'eal there existed no possible ground of union, ià now ecates, froin
a~ knowledge of the real, an attainable ideal, the possîbility of wvhose
attainments is mieasnred by coinparison witlî undeniable facts. T'he
speculative and logical faculties of our nature are reconciled-thie
practical aud theoretical, harmonized.

The active cliaracter of tie age assum-es a variety of fornis. As
distinguishied from the last age, it is an external and practical activity.
Thiere is no subjeet left nntouchied,-no, field left untilled. Thougflit
and its resuits, wvhich ivere before merely local in their influence, have,
througli the agency of the printing, press, become uxiiversal and cos-
inopolitan. The seeds of knowledge are thrown broad-cast. over a soul
wvhici lias been for ages preparing to receive it. 'Ihe goddess of lib-
erty lias descended, once miore erected lier shrine auJ receives wor-
slîippers. 1-lappiness is ascertained to be causatively related to
obedience to certaiu invariable laws,-misery te be fthe inevita-,blte
resuit, of disobedience. For this reason, the physical sciences, wvhicli
conneet, theinselves most intimately witi liumanm w'ell-being, have bc-
corne the objeets of vigorous prosecution. Thoughlt exercises lordslîip
over the boundtess domain of nature; she treads with fearlcss step,-
slie reigns witli undisputed sway. The characteristie activitv of the
age lias assiimed a visible and tangible forni. It is commercial, wvhen
thue produets of distant souls are wafted wvith marvellous certainty te
our very doors; when, mighty slips and steamers ploughi the ocean,
defiant of ivind and tide ; wvhen the shrill steam, whistIe resounds in our
cars; wlien the din of grect cities is heard afar off; where continualJy
ply busy maanufactories, saured te the genius of human labour. It is
social, when legislators aire stndiously dcvising the best means as
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