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THE I)EE ABOVE BALA.

THE history of Chester is that of aT key. It was the last city ta
gave Up Haodsunlucky causean
surrendered to William the Conqueror,
and the last that feil ini the no less un-
Iucky cause of the Stuart king against
the Parliamentarians. In mucli ear-
lier times it was held by the famous
Twentieth Legion, the Valen£ Victrix,
as the key of the iRoman dominion in
the north-west of I3ritain, and at pres-
ent it lias peculiarities of position, as
well as of architecture, which make
it unique in England and a lodestone
to travellers. Curioualy planted on
the border of the newest and most
bustling nianufacturing district inEBng-î

land, close to the coalfiekis of North
Wales) the mines of Lancgshire, the
quays of its sea-rival Liverpool andrthe
milis of grixny, 'wealthy Manchestea, it
stili exercises, besides its artistic c0 nd
historie supreînacy, a bond Jide ec le-
siastical sway over most of these neWr
places. It is the first ancient city ac-
cessible to Anierican travellers, manY
of whom have given practical tokens
of their affectionate reineibrance of
it by largely subscribing to the fund
for the restoration of the cathedral, il
work that lias already cost soule
eighty thousand pounds.

The neighbourhood of Chester is 90
suggestive of antiquity and foreigner'&

514


