THE TEMPLAR QUARTERLY. 3

RECORD OF PARLIAMENT.

Yotes on Prohidition Durlng the Last
Sesslon of the Commons.

We boast of a system of responsible
government unsurpassed, and profess to
hold our legislators to strict account for
the manner in which they discharge the
high trust committed to them., Not as
Prohibitionists only, but as cltizens we
are slmply consistent when we demand
that our representatives shall explain
and justity thelr votea or avcept the
consequence—an adverse ballot at tue
first opportunity. As often happens,
an Issue may arise subsequent to the
general elections, and the members ot
the House be called upon to take
action without the electorate having
an opportunity to express itsell upon
the same: for example, the Manitoba
school question. Such. however, is not
the higtory of Prohibition: that ques-
tion has been long before the oountry
and various expressions of the people’s
will have been recorded upon the sub-
Ject—in Scott Act votes and Provinclal
plebiscltes, ete.

FIRST SESSION--1891.

Nor was the question first raiscd in
the expiring days of Parllament. The
House met in its first session on April
29, 1891, and within three weeks there-
after, on May 2Qth, Mr, Jamleson
moved, seconded by Mr. Fraser, the
following resolution, previously ap-
proved by the Legislative committee of
the Dominfon slliance:

“That, in the opinion of this Housc,
the time has arrived when it I8 ex-
pedient to prohibit the manufaolure,
importation and sale of intoxicating 11-
quors for beverage purposes.’”

The debate was not concluded when
the Speaker left the chair. The fol-
lowing day, May 21st, Mr. Mackintosh
{Ottawa) moved. seconded by Mr.
Roome (North Middlesex):

Mackintosh Moves for a Select Committee.,

“Whereas, .the numecrous petitions
presented to this and preceding Par-
llaments, praying for the enactment of
a Prohibitory Liquor Law, indicate a
desire upon the part of a large pontion
of the population that the question
should receive serlous consideration
from the people's representatives.

““That this House ig of opinion that,
as such petitions and reports made by
various committees of Parllament, well
allege that the soclal, moral and olvil
standing of the subject is impertlled
by the existence of such trade in intoxi-
cating liquors, immediate steps should
he taken to obtain full and reHable in-
formation upon all practical and finan-
clla.l detalls connemted with the ques-
tion,

*“That this House is fully cognizant
of the immense loss of revenue which
would, for the time belng, follow the
cnactment of Prohibitory measures,
not alone to the Dominlon exchequer,
but to the various Provinces of the
Union, and the possibility of compli-
cations arising hetween the Provincial
and Federal authorities consequent
upon such reduction of financlal re-
sources.

*That this House, whilst desirous of
moving in the direction of amelioration
of evils complained of, §s of the
apinlon that any lexislation should be
<0 safe-guarded as not to too suddenly
disturb the revenue of the country or
the vested interests claiming compen-
«ation.

*In view of the considerations, the
House is of opinion that a select com-
mittée should he appoinged to report
apon all the details involved In the sub-
tect, more particularly:

1, The anvnual loss to the Federal
xchequer;
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“2. The amount invested in the manu-
facture of Intoxicating liquors:

*3. The amount necessary to com-
pensate those now embarked In the
manufacture and ssle of liquors, should
such pollcy be deemed expedient;

*4, The amount of annual loss to
each Provinclal exchequer;

*“5. The amount of annual loss to
each municipality throughout the Do-
minton:

6, An estimate of the probable
amount requisite by taxation, in leu
of llcense fees In each Province and
IFederal Excise and Customs dutles;

“Togother with all information ob-
tainable touching the present ocost of
maintaining the various Inatitutions
for the suppression and punishment of
crime throughout the Dominlon:

“Said committee to conslat of Messrs,
Coatsworth, Curran, Davies, Ferguson

Lecds and Grenville), Girouard, Gor-
on, ‘Haxen, Jamleson, Mills (Anna-
polly), Mills (Bothwell), Prefontaine,
Ross (Lisgar), Scriver, Taylor, Wallace
and Wood (Westmorland) to report
at the earllest perfod.”
Shou)d First Consult the Electorate.

Mr. Twylor (South Leeds) moved,
acconded by Mr. McNelll (North Bruce),
the following amendment to  the
amendment:

“That all the words atter the word

‘That’ in the original motlon, and all
the words of the proposed amendment
be struck out, and the following word:
added instead thereof: this House r¢-
news the expression of is opinion,
made in preceding Parllaments, as to
the expediency of prohibiting the
manufacture, importation and sale ot
aloohollc lynors for beverage pur-
poses, but declares that, in & question
aof such far-reaching importance, af-
fecting long-established social and
trade intcrests, involving the loss of
many milkons of neeessary revenue
and the consequent imposition of new
and heavy taxation, it is cssential te
the effectual working and permanent
maintenance of such an enactment
that the eleotorate of Canada should
first pronounce a defipite oplnion upon
the subject &t the polls.”

After recess a motion by Mr. Sproule
(East Grey) to adjourn the debate was
rejected by a vote of 65 to 74, Later in
the evening, however, it was adopted
by & vote of 98 to 80.

Another Postponement,

May 27th.—~When the Order of the
Day was veached Sir Hector Langevin
asked, and Mr. Jamieson agrced, that
:’he question be postponed to an early

ay. .

June $th.—Sir Heotor Langevin again
asked that Mr. Jamleson consent to
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