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Notwithstanding the pains they have ta-
ken to explain their true position, it in still
vehemently and repeatedly as<eried tha
the present race of Methodiets have de-
prrted fram the principles of thmr founder
snd wpiritual father, the late flev. John
Wesley. It therefore appears to he neces
sary to enter again iuta tlus question ; and
in order to briug it fairly before the reader,
snd in as amall a compass as possthle, we
shall first of all inquire what are those fea.
tures in the xystem of modern Methodism
with which modern high Churchinen are
most displeased, and then consuder how far
Mr. Wesley's authority can be pleaded in
their behalf.  ‘I'his will e a fair, straight.
forward courre, and will leave our oppo-
nents uo altcrnative bnt to set aside facts,
or admit our conclugions,

The charges ugually brought arainst us,
and which constitute the head and front o
‘eur offending, are, that we negleet the order
of the Establishment; that we arc under
no control, either nasnchial or episcopal ;
that we Lold our services tn church hours,
‘that our Ministers are ardataed amany our.
‘seives; and thay, in virtue of such ordina.
‘tion, they adinuuster the sacraments to our
societics.

. Now on all these points we appeal for a
“justification either to the avowed principles
“or recarded practice of John Wesley,

1. Mr Wesley always sct aside the order
of the Establishinent where he found it in-
terfering with the spead of the Guspel

‘troth. It was charged upon him aud his
“brother that theis « principles and practice
‘were totally subversive of the Etablylicd
‘Church, because (1.) they gathered “con.

gregatione, and cxereised thuir mmisternal

“offite ‘therein, in every pars of this king.
;dom, directly contrary to the restram
laid uypon them at their ordination, and
to the-design of that parochial distribution
* of duty settled throughout the nation. (2
_They disclaim all right in the Bishops to
control them in any of theee matters, and
g3y that, rather than be so controlied, they
‘wauld renounce all cammunion with ths
*Church:*’ ’

* ‘His reply to these charges was as fol.
lows :—~+1 answer, firset. they do gather
<ongregations every whese, and excrcwve
thieir ministerial office therein.  But this is
Mot coblrary to any restrunt whichh was
“1aid ‘upon them at their ordination, for they
-were not ordaired to sérve any particalar
parish.  But were it otherwise, suppose a
“parish Minister to be cither ignurant ar
nepligent of his duty, and one of his flock

adjures me for Christ's sake, to tell Lim

“what he must do to b saved, was it ever
“the'design of our Church that 1 should
refuse 1o do it because hie is not of my par.
“ishYo . Thirdly. *Incvery point of an
indifferent nature they obey tue Bishops,
“for conscience” sake. Bat they thuak cje-
- capal authority cannot roverse what as fix-
ed by divine authorty"—Worls (Fourtd
' Editson,) vol. mii., pp- 222, T,
Again, Mr. Wesley was asked the fol-
" Jowing questions, whirh, with the answers
affixed, would lie suificient esudence ngsp-
et of our position, i ticy riood alont in
is wril.ngzs; and how much when taken
iu cognearen with whzt precedes and fol-
“lows! (1) *Do you judze that the

Church, with the authorsty of 1he State,
" has power to enact laws fer her awn fro.
_wesgmeat ! 1 answern, 1 a dispensatun of

the Gospel is conumticd unto e, no

Church hias power to cujcin me sleace.
Neither has the Statz 3 though it may
. abure its pewer, and enact bewa whereby 1
° saffer for preaching the Gospel.
“(2} * Do you judze it your duly ta
* subit 1o tho lawa of the Church and
, Etate, as f1i a8 they are coteistent with 3
; good conecirqice’~1 do. Bt *woc is me,)

Al

tf I preach not the Gospel' ‘Fhis is nor
consiatent with a good conscience.

“@) ¢Is it a law of the Chureh and
State that none of her Ministers shall ga-
ther congregations but by the appointinemt
of the Bishop 1 If any do, dues slie nm
tortud lier people to attend them?! Are
they not subversive of the good order of
the Cliurch? Do you judge thero is uny
lnng sinful in such a tav?

“ ] answer, (1) If there 1s a law, that a
Muuster of Chrerst who 18 not suffered to
preach the Gospel i the ( hurch shonld
not preach it elrewhere, 1 do judge that
faw to te absalutely sinful. () I thay
taw forbids Chnstian people to hear the
Guspel of Chest out of ther parish chureh,
whei they cannot hear it therem, § judge
ot would be swnful for them 0 obey 1. ()
Tlus preaching s not subiversive of any
goud order whatever, It «s only subversne
of that vile abuse of the good order of our
Chiarch, wherely wen, w.o nether preach
nor live the Gorpel, are suffered pudhicly 1o
overturn 1t frow the fundation : and inthe
room of it to palm upon their congrega
tions 3 wretched mixture of dead form and
maimned morabity” -~ Works, vol. an, pp.
), 224,

Unce ore lie writer, “vou ask, * How is
it that I assemble chnsuaus, who are none
of my charge, to sing psahus, and pray, and
ticar the Scoiptures expounted 2* and think
1t hard to jusufy doing ths, 1n o:her men's
parishes, upon catholic principles”  Perat
ne to speak plauly. 1, by cathobc prines.
ples, you wean any other than scriptural,
they weurh nothing wihy me, 1 atlow nw
uther rule, whether of faith or praclice,
than the holy scngtures: buat, on scriptural
principles, I do nat thk it hard to jusufy
whateser 1 do. Gul an Scnpture com-
wands me, according to 1y power, to 1.
s.rect the sgaorant, reforiy the wicked,
confirinthe virtuous. Man forbids me to
do this m awviher's parish ; that 1y,
efect, to do it at all ; seeing [ have now nu
parsh of ny own, nor probably ever shall
Whom then shall § ear, God or man’?
1t be just to obey man rather than God,
judge you. A dispensation of the Gospe!
13 commtted to me; and woes me if |
preach not the Gospel.  But where shail 1
preach it upon the princip.es you wmention *
Wiy, not in Burope, Asia, Africa, or Amer.
ica; notun any of the Christan parls, at
Irast, ot the babunable earth.  Lor all these
are, after a sorty divided 1uto parahes. 1t
1t be sawd, ‘Uo back then to the Heatkens,

1!

that Me. V.1 particufar hias.  He may, or
way nnt. (3.) 1 do not know whether he
would or coull give that flock all the ad-
samtages for hohinees which they now en.
30y and to leave them to hun before [ was
assured of thir would be neither justice
m0r mercy. ($) Uuless they were als
assured of this; they could not m consey
ence give up themsclves to hun | and |
have neither night nor powerto dispose of
them contrary to 1hew consaience.”’

“Bat," it was replied, *“ihey are already
s by lejral extabltshiment.” Mr. Westey
tejuined, ¢t they receive the sacramen
frum lum thrice a year, and attend he
munatrations oun the Lord’s diy. 1 gce
more wlich the law requires. Bat to go
a lutle deeper mio tlus uniter o a logas
lestablishunent : Docs Mre  Conon or ynu
think that the Kng and Parhament have
a rght te presenbe to .ne what Pastar
[ hall urel Lt they preseribe one which
I know God never sent, am | obhized to
receive hun ! If he be seat of God, can
[ recewe lnm with a clear conscience ult
I know he 13! And even when [ do,
1 believe my former pasor 13 wore pro
titable to tny woul, can 1 leave hun waithe
out sin?  Or has any man hivinyg 3 nghe
to require this of me?

“1 exiend tlus to cvery gospel Mums.
ter m England.  Before I could wih a
clear couscienco lcave the Methodist
Society even to such an one, all these
consilerations must comte ant'—Works,
vol. xiii, pp. 101, 192

‘There can be no need of {further evi.
dence on this punt.  Merc were Mims-
ters preacling i dioceses where they had
no hicense, and in places that were uever
censecrated ; societies formed, incetings
held, even against the will, of the 1n-
cumbent.  The quesuon, L 1t observed,
m net pow whether there things were
night or wrong, but whether Mr. Wesley
did theis.  Ahd since tlus cannot be de.
wied, 1t 19 absurd to exclaim agamnst the
Methodists for departing from s prncre
ples, m becommny ndependent of the
natwnal Church.  Modern Methodien may
thus be clearly seen to be i this respect
at least, Wesleyan Methodisia,

2 I'he neat pont i dipute is, the
hotdiug Mcthodist servaces in Church Loure
Now we frecly adunt that the liberty of
so domng was denied by M, Wesley to
ost ot the socicties duning the carher
periods of lus unmsiry, and to somne of
tiew as fong as he Jived. Bat to‘athiers

”"“;d“i'hc"cc you caite ' hiaz, *3“‘ "‘”;llc" w was granted alinost from the beginmng
cou now (un your pnncipies) preach toyof Methodism.  The seivices wa Lindou
them ; for alt the heathens it Gewga be-fuere not regulated by a reference to
Frlorca, Suffr ma. oo 10 61 304 g oof fhe” Ftablisiod, church: but
5 - e dwFtooth at the foundry, :\West-street, an
principles on this matter. 1 look upon aii{clsenhere, they \\‘cr::y'ﬁ‘cd at such tsnce
the world a8 my panish; thus far 1 wean, gz cuited Mr. \Wesley's convenuence. bt
that, w whatever past of it 1 am, 1 judae s 10 2w purpuse to obiect that these xer-
it weet, righty and iy boundea duty, to de-fyeca were wostly conducted by Cleryy.
cl::rc uuto all that are w;,l'lmg to h?.nr Wefaen, nuce we Clergsun oficiating were
uld tdings of salvation."—Journal, June calraly wdepeadeat of parochial govern-
llin. 133Y. - W1l i 'uncm. and had, as 3t las been justly e
: o] txuxldclom.:.c:xcylx;u 1 1 xc:c “l’c'el‘“’,um:hcd. “ 510 wore to do with the Chusch
2 qwveu tes he ha S
formned in cortomparts of Cormwall 16 1he |t et ths Jewace Dorsy g oot
N s dtaa wil 1y Jews fisol, a8t wan
care Qf tke parochial Clesgy, even whea'the sccond pace o which Alethodian
ke bc‘"?{;'d i::}‘l‘i:;lchi:mi" “‘:’xbcs‘:‘fl"‘:;,“ as cstablished, was uct nzludel i the
pedy. o Walker of lruro expostuiated arrangeme 4 sow d s:tbed  And ver.
with him oa this head, but he persisted g0 phuv: W beedw amd A,
h}‘ x'lc‘-“-'“l- I‘nc‘:'ollowu;g l“ ;‘?(Ci“l“‘-"‘vhad the #o1vica m Chureds hours tut thy
of the correspontence whaich pasaed bee,.par 1781, AL the Con‘erease Lell o
tween them relative to the w.thdrawal u":g,‘; YOafs o '&‘::s‘.\gmd. “ Font ;“n "
the Mcthiodist mimstry aud ozdinanccs frow ! 2y hiably espedic i, that ali e dle
3 ueighbounag panish. . thioas (Sucasicd) who had beon bred “hevo.
. ...1 could not Geny that Mr, V. awas a,n fhouid allezd the xenvice of the Cherel,
gracious pereon; and I heard prc:t:h!as oten 28 premble 3 bt thaY, scoasndiv,
the irue, though notihe whole, Gospel (i ue Mims.er began either ta prexel twe
Buz had a2 been the whole, there atz seve-javseluic de. rees, o 10 ranl 2t and Tudeuse
tal reasonk sill, why 1 did ot give up the | Uhinstan  penieclion, they shoull que’y
people to um. (L} o one maztioned organd ruently go oul of the chiarch, yet 3i-
innated 2uy such thing, nor did 1t onccytead it agun the next opportanny.’”
enter into +.¥ thoughix.  Butil it kad, ()] S.x wwwnths alleewards Mo W eawy pube
1 do ot know that every eae who preacheslshed Uis reeolution of thie Coatezence
the truth has wisdom aad expericace, toisa the Magazine, and added to 12 the 10k

guide and governaflock. 1 do ot koow jJowing cxpreesivz -of 3pproval e i tave

since that tine, revolved this matter ovee
w my own tund.  And tho more 1 conai-
der it, the more I am canvinced this was
the beet answer that conld be given. 1
stll advine all our friends where tlus case
occurs, quetly and silently to f“ out =
Arnuaian Magazine, vol. v, p. 153

{t was not to be supposcd that the sye.
tem of poing out quiotly and coming sgain
he next titne, would Jast Jong,  Accord-
mgly, five years after this, the performance
of j;vme scrvice 1 Methodist chapels du.
sing Church hours was formally allowed in
wur epecified cases, which were stated
hus :—1. \When the Munister is a notori-
susly wicked man. 2 When he preachies
\rian, or auny equally pernicious doctrine.
4. When thore are not churches in the
wn satficient to contain half the people,
2 When there 1s to cburnh at an withis
swoor three miles.

fn process uf ume this liberty was o3-
trndad to 3 greater numbee of places, a3
Mr. Werley clearly futesaw that a1 would
be, “A sind of aepatation from the Chureh,”
tie writes, 10 1788, ** has alecady taken place,
Al will sueviably spreads though by slow
degress.  Thuse Mioisters, o called, who
uegthier hive woe preach the Guapel, I Jate
nn say ste went of Gud, Where one of
theae 13 setiled, wany of the Methudists
dare not attend fns mn istry . su, if there be
uu other charel 1o that eighbouthoad, they
2o 10 clrel no mare. ‘Fliis 18 the case in
a few placesalready, atd 1t will be the cass
i mnre ; and no one €an justly blame me
{ur this, neither 1s 14 contzary to any of my
professnne.” —Words, vol. s, p. 250.

Agan, 18 may be reinarked, that the qess-
tan uow belore us 1y 0t what is right, but
what was done by Mr, Wesley : und ho
muat have a bold froet who, afier reading
the s€ passages, will venture to asacst thet
»molera Moethodism is tutally 3t varisnoe
wath the principles aad pane of itg fuunder,”
Fhe peniu sainn grzstad 10 tho societies at
tazyge, to hald service wmChurch houts, sisce
tis death, 1o but the extession uf 3 meseure
which had his hearty and dehberate appee-
val. ‘The gerouals upua which that perssie-
sion was granted, 1t would zequire & vulume
to o'ate 3t leagih.  Nor woulf we willimgly
on er, il Wo could, upua an eammneration of
the {aslis of the natiomal Clergy. 12 suffices
us to state, first, ‘That, looking back upan
the aistaty of Methabisin, it appears crttam
that the effcet of tins pernusion liss been
W prevent a large accession tu the sanke of
asumed and active Lisernt ® whick would
uhierwase inevitably liave tsken place: 20
13t our aundesn lugh Churchimen, if they
had un ferstowd their vmn fme nteresis,
wutld ratlies have welcomped sach astep va
the past ot the Conference, thaw have sejup-
based 11 And, secondly, “That, hwiaing
teund on the present ennditiim of the Feta.
blistuneat, we Jre saliefics that the Clergy
are ant 1u 2 snuatien to call upou us 1o ge-
tuzn 1o the prac e of 8 part of the eatly
Motluntirts, s 10 fivse our chapels in
Clivzens hourse Vhere are sull g many
places where the Muaeier 18 2 nutognnly
wiched 10, whese 1he snvel petnicinus dus.
1nue 13 oty preachied where thete is
woi climzeh pon fus (&l the popalativn, or
whtig the ¢l chi i tuo tles dietant f1um
the pooide—to allow the Mealodisis te
i reftacaly Ol chileliaitang suck a pru-
A% Jozs ot 2 WRUICHT, £y eh i 18 were nade
o f
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