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'<ComE, Mark Meriden! don't seule down
into an old grandfather bcfore your timne--a
pretty wife's a pretty thing, Mark, and a pret-
ty house is a pretty thing-but hang it !--one
must have a littie of life."

Mark Meriden stood at hie desk, giving a
last look at bis books, while Ben Sandford-the
rogulish-the merry-thc song singîng-the
Bon of ail Bens, was thus urging on him the
dlaims of aprojected frolie that evcning. Now
Ben was preciseiy the messenger for such an
embassy-there ivas fun in the twinkie of bis
blue eye, and a world of waggery in the turn
of his head, and in a pair of broad roguish dim-
pies that went merrily dodging in and out of
his cheeks every time hie spoke, and ho had
laid hold of Mark's arm to drag him a away.
But Mark shook off his hand, and finished sum-
mning up a column of figures-put the blotting
papcr into the book, and the book into the
place, wiped his pen-all with an air of great
thoughitfulness-and, at last, turning to Bon,
said-"II think 1 won't go this tim'e."

"lNow why flot T' said Ben, eagerly.
"Bocause-because," said Mark, smiling;

<bccause 1 have an odd fancy that I shouid
like Mrs. Meriden's company better this even-
ing."l

IlHFang Mrs. Meriden-beg pardon, Mark-
hang niyself for saying so-but one don't like
te see a flueo féllow buriod alive !-come, take a
reai wake up with us."

IlThank you, Ben, but I havn't been asleep
and don t needit SolIi go home and semy
wife"-and thereat Mark turned a resolute
footstep homeward as a weli-trained husband
Ought.

1,Now," says one of our readers, Ilwho was
Mark Meriden T"-You would flot have asked,
good reader, if you had livcd in the tewn of-,
wben his name first appeared on the eutside of
one of its most fashionable shops, "M3ark Me-
ridcn," surrounded by those waving insignia
cf grace and fashion that your.g belles need te
have their eycs turned off from hehoiding.-
Every thîng in the tasteful establishment told
of weil nrranged business, and Mark himseif,
the mirror of fashion, faultless in every article
cf costume, quick, attentive, polite, was evory
dlay te be seen there winning Ilgolden opinions
from ail sorts of people." Mark's shop bc-
came the resert cf high ton-the fashionable
exchange, the promenade of boauty and weaith,

who came there te be enlightened as te the
ways and means of dispoaing of their surplil-
revenue-te sc and te be eeen. Se attentive,
polite, and censiderate was Mark, se prefeu-ld
bis bews, se hright bis eyes, se unexceptiell
able bis whiskers, that it might have preved Il
dangerous resort for the ladies, had net a neat
tasteful bouse, going up in the neighbeurhooe
been currentl y reported as the future rcsidelcO
of an already ciocted Mrs. Meriden; and iii 8
fcev months, the bouse neatly finished, anid
tastefully furnisbed, reccivcd a very pretty î2dY
it called bereîf te that effeet. She was 8

truly refined and .lovely a wvoman as ever forIl'
cd the centre fiower in a demestie bouquet, andC
Mark might justly be pardoned for having 89
geod again an opinion of himself for havi14
beon fortunato enough te secure bier.

Mark had an extensive circic of busirless and
pleasure acquaintances, fer he had been oneOf
the social, companionahie sbrt, whose rnel

.generally found ils way out ef his peeket in
very fair proportion te the rate it came in. I
short, hoe was given te clubs, cyster suppero'
and now and thon a winc party, and varioug
ether social priviicgcs for elevating oe's spiritU
and depressing one's cash, that abound amnong
enlightcnod cemmunities.

But fleverthcless, at the bottom of Marlt.0
head, there was a very substantial stratumn Of 0
certain quality called cemmon sense, a trait%
which theugh Il was neyer set dewn in ally
chart of phrenology, may very justly be called
a faculty, and one tee which makes a ver>'
striking differenco among people as the world
gees. In consequonce of bcing thus constitut*
cd, Mark, whcn ho feund himself in love wiý
and engaged te a very pretty girl, began te re*
fleet with more than ordinary serieousness 011
his habits, ways, and manners of life. Ho 81*
se look an accurate survey of bis husines1'
formed an average estimate of bis future ii
come on the sebereat probabilities, and dote'
micd te iive alittle even within that. He ais0

provided himself wvith a small account beekt
with which hic intcnded te live in habits of ver>'
close acquaintance, and in this book hie design'
cd te note down ail the savings censequent
upen the retrenching of certain littie extrsOi
bofore aliudcd te, in which hoe had been in tbe
habit of pretty freely indulging himself.

Upen the present occasion, it had cost hifl'
somnething of an effort te say " ne, " for M1a3J
was one of your easy "lclever fe1loFvs" tO
wbomn the enoinciation of this little syilable
causes as much trouble as ail the guttural'§ Of
tho Gernian. Howevcr, when ho camne in siglIt


