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ji0 latter, who was remarkable not only for
s zeal, became cach day dearer to his master,
nd frequently took lus place in very ditheult
pbs. The brave old man was subject to at
icks of the rheamatism and gout, the fruit of
a.s numberless night watches during.the war.
2 this way he was ofien confined 10 his bed
or several months, and it was at such times
sat he felt happy in having Philip for his first
pprentice.  He directed the work in the sever-
al work-shops, with such zeal and judgment,
llhal his master gave him a share in the busi-
rcas.

{ By degrees he raised himself to the head of
ilic house, and his master, fecling cach day
f:hax bis strength was failing, and wishing to
unsure the happiness of his only daughter, a
wung girl as rcmarkable for her personat
1cnarms as she was {or her cxcellent qualities,
.zave her in marriage 1o his young partuer, who
tad never ceased to show himself a skilful
carpenter as well as the best of men. Philip
Jlacour was now at the bead of theimmense
wtablishment, so celebrated throughout Saint
Germain.  He was employed by the most re-
nowned artis{s in the erection of their build-
mgs, for they were certain of finding in him
cractness and great honesty. His most san-
gune wishes of success- were realized. His
wife, who was of a very happy disposition, had
made him father of two children, thus ciown-
ing their sincere and devoted attachment.—
There was not a single architect who did not
seck advice fram Philip. If a quarrel arose
amoug hus workmen he was chosen their ar-
haer, and always succeeded in re-establishing
larmony among them. If a decision became
necessary beiween a proprictor and a coan-
tractor, he was entrusted with it, becaunse it
was known beforechand that his judgment
wvould be grounded on equity, and nc one ever
thought of appealing to a higher power after
liis opinion had been given. Honoured with
general esteetm, and cvery day augmenting his
fortune, of which he was not proud, & happy
father and a devoted husband, Delacour was
known and loved in the whole neighbourhood.
He had already bought the large house in
which b lived, and his extensive speculations
increasing with his credit, he found himsclf
abliged to give up the trade which had raised
him to his present rank to a younger brother.
He now attended particularly tobuying houscs
to be repaised, and lots on which be built
several large mansions. In a short time he
was ranked among the principal laniholders
of the capital.  He made an immense fertune,

nnd, Jjoining prudence to thc most hn»py specu-
lations, reurcd from business at the age of
forty-five, devoting himself to his wife’s hap-
piness; and to the education of his two davgh-
ters, who added new joy to his life, ard pro-
mised to become the delight and support of his
old age.

BMr. Delacour bore on his open countenance
that sceurity which is the effect of a good con-
science, and that happy independence, 4t once
the true source of a man's dignity. He had
gradually acquired, not only the educution,
but even the manners of a wealthy landholder ;
being always busy in doing good, in gaining
all hearts to himself, he was invariably spoken
of with the greatest respect and consideration.
He lived with his family in a large mansion in
Belle-Chasse streel, and, without any nidicu-
tous display, enjoyed all the comforis and ad-
vantages that wealth can afford. Mrs. Ddla-
cour was distinguished among good mathers,
and she was traly loved by the peor. Daly
she could be seen giving alms to the sick, and
she did not feel satisfied that she had doune her
duty unless she had relieved some poor family
during every day. Mr. Dcolacour was -
scribed on the list of sworn electors for the
department of the Seine; he was even a mem-
ber of the great college; and his real estate
amounted to more than seyen million of francs.

The time had come for renewing the mem-
bers of the deputy chamber, and the ministry
was not only displeasing to the people, but even
braved all their opinionsand made every effort
to re-establish despotic power in France. The
Marquis was among those who scconded the
machinations of the king’s perfidious counsel-
lors. He had often heard of Mr. Delacour, so
renowned for his immense fortune, his charity
and kindness, but he never imagined that his
honourable citizen was the journeymaun to
whom he had offered so grievous an nsult.~—
Delacour’s face, in fact, had assumed a differ~
ent expression : his enbonpoint aliered him so
completely that it was impossible torecognize
him.

The Marquis, from the information he had
received in the neighbourhood, had noted Mr.
Delacour as an elector in whom confidence
couid be placed. Accordingly he accosted him
n the Haotcl de Ville with these honeyed words
which the would-be great gencrally make use
of to deceive; he flattered the clector, who re-
cognized him immediately, and determined to
divert himself at his expense. He pretended
to pay the greatest attention, and to fecl the
decpest interest in all that the Marquis was



