106 THE EDITOR'S SITANTY.

was planted at the sume time with nursery apple [ ing Leen but two or three days as high as 549

trees growing near them. The latter had m)t‘
commenced hes wing,  The Black Walnut, too, |
grows rapidly in the proper soil, and pxod\l\.c one |
ol the best of nats.

From the large variety of evergreens to be
found in the nurseries, fitteen kinds will embrace |
all the wcll-tried—uil that are certain to withstaid |
the irvegularity of northern winters without pro- |
tection. Foremost among them, all things con-!
sidered, may be placed the Norway Spruce, Iem-
lock, and black Spruce. They are all beautiful
specitmens of true architecture, and complete
types of the two kinds of characterin evergreens.
For too little has been said in praise of the Black
Spruce, owing partly 10 the fact that it has been |
little culdivated as vet.  Its growth and size are”
about cqual to the Norway Spruce; but it has a}
much deaser foliage, and, with the Norway, the
same association of eolor is attained as verdigris
and Freneh green atford. Its depth of colori
sometimes gives it rather a sombre expression.
To me that very dark green is especially pleasing '
inthe melting days s of summer.  In the yard of
some of my frietids there are specimens, the tallest
of which is, perhaps, thirty feet kigh, with a close,
unbroken foliage.  They have been universaliy
admired by teee connoissewts,  Some specimens
transplanted into my father’s grounds in
eight years ago—trees twenty years old from the |
seed—are alimost always the most admired in a
collection of ten or twelve evergreens. Beside
them the much overvated Balsam Fir shows thin-
and lank.  The Black Spruce has heen sadly pre-'
Judged by those who have gone the wrong way to
work to get it.  Like the Temlock vou greatly |
mistake its domesticated character by Jml"m" it,
from its appearance in the close t¢>n~t or by Q}:L-;
cimens taken from the forest. Like most ever-
greens, too, it must be a thiv, slow growing tree!
for many vears, if transplanted from its native’
wilds : while, if taken from thrifty nursery col-
Jections, it is suliiciend!y thrifty, and grows thick |
and compact.  Then there is the Red Cedar, a”
tree that 1o good colicetion should be without, It
is often serawny in its wild) native retreats; but
it is not often so with good care in open culture.

THE PEACH YEAR.

The destruction of the peach tree this year was
anusual in degree, and oceasioned by an unusual
cause. The hard frosts of December 17th previ-
ously had, apparently, destroyed inost of the fiuit
buds.  The winter, thouzh unusually cold, was fa-
vorable to the health of fruit by s great unifor-
mity.  Apple trees and headtiful plums passed
through it safely, while plum trees that had been
injured during the sammers of 1850-51 by the
millew of the Jeaf, (in consequence, 1 think, of
hot, damp weather,) were killed.

On the 14th of April T passed through all my
peach trees, and removed such trees as I have
found uniformiy yickled late and poor fruit. On-
that occasion 1 was pleasantly surprised at the
healthful state of the wood and the proportion of
fruit buds vet alive, especially those sitnated
abont the base of the limbs.  Certainly, there had |
been no winter of the cight during which I h: xd\
cultivated the pc:wh,mou- com; 'cm.\l 1o itshealth. |
April 26th the temperature rose to 682, there hav-1

])l(,\'l()llS]V At this date I deemed my peach
trees ina fairly hopeful coudition, with the excep-
tion of the large loss of truit \lht“l(h noticed.
April 27th 1o 3uth, inclusive, were four bright
days, with a brisk wind, w iuch was cool exeept
dunn" the last of them. These four days were
undont stedly the turning point in the health of
the peach. At the conclusion of them, much of
the young wood was shrivelled and drying up,

ceven to the eye, and much wore to the test of

the knife. The change wasso sudden and extreme
a3 to leave no room to doubt, e¢ven on the most

s cursory observation. The sun and wind combined

seemed to have amnihilated the sap of the
voung wood —-the weather previously having
been too cool to excite thie 100ts to action.
Gooseherries were now slowly coming into leaf;
pie-plant was partiadly expanding ; peach, but es-
puciaily cherry buds, were here and there swelling,
May 1st there was rain copious enough to m: ke
the Mobawk overflow its banks.  May 3d to 6th
were fourtrosty nights.  From the 6th 10 the Oth,
inclusive, were four hot days—the temperature

“on the 7th reaching $3°, and on the 8th it was

probably as high, tl: on:vh the indieation was not
reached. The peach broke into flower slowly
and frregularly from the 15th to the 22d, when it

“was about in full flower. This was Jllat. ten

days later than usual, it ovdinarily being in full
flower on the 12th.  While these were coming
into flower they encounted three Novemb'ry
days from the 1Sth to the 2uth, which re-
sulted in frost on the morning of the 3ist. DBy

~ this time it was evident, that of some five hundred

trees that had exhibited apparently fair health less
than one month before, full one-half were sub-
stantially ruined—some being dead (as the result

" soon after showed), root and branch, others killed

to the ground mevely, and others stil having here
and there a live limb,  The rems ining half were
iwi.xrcd less in various degrees. Soon after flow-

ering these was a considerable development of
the curled Jeaf malady, though I think it was less
than in 1S31. It deserves to be noticed that
trees that stood in the grass, and so lad made
less suceulent wood the preceding year, were
less injured. I have read several general
statements of the death of the peach duriug
the last severe winter. It would be gratify-

ing to know whether this destruction was occa-
sioned by an influence acting strictly during the
winter, or whether, as in my own experience, it
was, more properly, the influence of an irregular
spring. I closed my note book a year ago, when
writing on the curled leaf, in atone of consider-
able confidence in the possﬂnlnv of cuitivating
the peach somewhat successfully, even in Oncida
county; but the experience of 1852 is, 1 acknow-
ledge, not a liitle discouraging,  Others about
me, with a few trees, ona heavier and less eacit-
able soil, have suffered less than myself. A tree
of mine, also, that is budded on a plum tree, has
been vigorous,  Butitis sufiiciently obvious that,
jn a climate with such liabili the cultivation
of the peach must ever be precarious.

CULTURI: OF INDIAN CORN,
As the time for planting corn is approaching,
and being mysclf a practical farmer of sume ex-



