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Concerning Clearly Cut
Definitions.

Wo trust uo reader failed to consider
earclully Bro. L. K Murton's article,
« Respecting the Hssentials of Salva.
{ion,” which appcared on pago two of
last issuo. It remiuds us of our pur-
poso to eay somothing about faith ond
repentanco as o sequel to certain
opinions expressed in theso columus
gomo monthe ago. And wo aro the
more disposed to tako tho matler up,
as wo suppose Bro, Murlen would
icclude tho editor of Tur Lvaxoerist
awong tho writers and speakers who
ho says, ‘tin their efforts at clearly
cut definitions aud fine distinctions
with referenco to faith and repentance,
appear to suver the two, which aro as
intirately relatod a % closely united
as body and spirit.”

We wny say that wo bave a high
regard for *cloarly cut definitions,”
becauso elear thivking is impossiblo
without them. In fact thavery naturo
of a definition requires that it bo
« learly cut.” Aud wejudgo that Dro,
Mutton is no less fond of such defini.
tions, as Lo nims clmr,y to distinguish
faith from repentauvce in hie articlo.
With regard to the sezering of faith and
repeatance, wo think the Seriptures
juetify us in severing thers, that is to
say, tho Sriptures teach that faith may
oxist without repentanco—granted that
{aith without ropentance is, to uso the
lauguage of James ii 20, 22,26 (R.V,),
batren, imperfect, dead ; but neverthe.
logs faith, For another Scripture take
John xii. 42: " Novertbeless amoug
tho chicf rulers also many bolieved on
Hix; but beeauso of tho Phanseces
they did not sonfews Mim, leat they
should bo put out ot the synagoguo.”
Those chief rulers bLaa fath; they
bolioved on Jesus, but they would not
ropont aud confess Him, If faith
precedes repentaunco, as Bro. Murton
allows, then it can and docs exist apart
from ropontance. We biave aot time
now to follow Bro. Murton through
bis article—the]main purpose of which
wo fully sympathize with, viz, as wo
understand it, to make it evident to all
mon that the Dicciples do boliovoin
regenerationfand in  heart roligion.”

But wo do ot wish to pass tho
mattor by without a statement or
two i

(1) When wa speak'of distinguishing
faith from repentanco, we wish to be
wnderscood as making the distinetion
where the Seriptures mako tha distive.
tion, Wo beliove tho Scriptures iu
many places use faith to iuclude
ropentance, confession, baptism-—tho,
wwhole life of the Christian,

(2) We do not thiok that too wuch
can bo tado of Iaith as * tho nesent
of tho judgment”™ * o the trath of the
propesition that Jesus is tho Christ,
the Sonof God ™ ; oun tho conlrary, wo
believo tliat oo very great evil is
making too hittlo of that, and assuming

!

sesnred convietion that Jesus is the
Chiriet, the Son of Ged, 18 tho solid
basig—tho rock—on which alone =
Chrgtian lifo ecan rest; without it
repentance is jmpossible, confession o
farce, and baptiem an sbsurdity, And

- wo aro willing to go to record as holl

ing that where faith is distingnished
fromn repoutanco iu tho Now T'estamont
it sigmfics believing (eall it *intellec
tual aesent,” if you will) that Jesus ie
the Christ, tha Son of tho living God.
Tho Scriptural qualification is beliov.
jng with the leart, or bolieving tn tho
honrt, which wo uuderstand to mcan
believiug really; truly, sincorcly. Tho

i frouble, no doubt, with many is thoy

obly think thoy boticve in Jesue,

(8) Wo think that in tho preaching
of the Gospel great cmiphesis should
bo Isid upon ropeantance, and its pro-
por meaning clearly sot forth, When
this is donoe no harm will follow from
tho simple concoption of faith we hiavo
presented.  Prof, McGarvoy's delini.
tion of ropontance taay bo accepted
with theso qualifications, viz., that
« gorrow for sin” is not tho only aunte-
cedent of ropontance, neither is *‘ro.
formation ” its only consequent. Lot
the thoughiful reader consider theso
qualifications. ¢ Hopenfance is a
chango of the will”; Jet that stand—
a “chapgo of tho will” with reforonco
to God—an duty enjoined upon mon on
the basis of {aith iu Jesus as the
Clirist, the Son of God, No compro-
miso shounld bo made here. Let the
hearer undesstand that he is required
unreservedly to comwmit himeel! to
God, whieh ho does who truly reponts.

(1) Confeesion in its Now Testament
use is very commonly wisunderatood,
and cousequently belittled. It is not
the mere acknowledging of beliet in
Jesus as the Chbrist, but, accordirg to
Romans x. 8 (R.V.), confeasing vith
tbo month Jesus as Lord ; that e, the
individual acknowledges Jesus as his
Lord — declares that Jesus is bhis
Master.

(6) The Now Testsment does not
define faith, repentance and confes.
sion ; wo infer that thoso for whom it
was writtcn first understood tho words
as translated. Scriptural teachers in
our days sbould codeavor to mako
thoso terms plain to the people. A
clear understanding of them may bo
obtained by studying carefully their
Now Testament use.

(0) After all, is it not truo that
obedionce is the grand test of disciple-
ship 2 And that all that needs to Lo
asked of a person professing to Lo a
Christianis: “ Do you keep the ¢com-
mandmonts of Joeus Christ 2” The
Lord Himeelf said: * Ilothat bath My
commaudments and keopeth thom, Lo
it is that loveth Me*; ouc salvation
doea not depend upon our ability to
make ¢ fine distinclions,” but upon
our obedicaca to tho Lord Jesus Christ.

$100,000,00.

Tho Foreign Christian Missionary
Socicty at the lato convention deler-
mined to put forth another effort to
raise $100,000,00during {welve mounths
for Foreign Miseione. A statoment
published on pago 7 of this issuo sota
forth tho meaus devised lo accomplish
it end. I+t tho reader carefully
ozxamine it. Tho ides of aeking orch
stato and country fogive a cerlain sum
is & good ouo; it prescots a definito
object to the minds of the friends of
tho work. Canada is honored by
being asked to contribute about $500.-
00 wore this year than last. If the
Disciples in tho Maritimo Irovinces
tako hold with a will it can easily bo
done, Ontario will do her dnty as
hitherto, and so will the ¢hurch in
Portage )a Prairie, Man. If tho Dis.
ciples 1o tho States bod contributed

that it cxists whero it doea not. Tho

Inst year as largoely in proportion to

their numbers as tho Disciples in
Qutatio, the $100,000,07 would lLave
been rajsed aud more.  Wo shall keep
tho matter beforo our readers as our
custom Jian been, It will interest and
instruet onr readers lo examine earc.
fully tho tabunlated etatemont on pags
7 It would ba well to preserve it for
rofersace ; it will answer tho question
80 often asked, in what States are tho
Disciples most numeroue, though the
estimatod membership givon does not
profess to Lo completo ?  Some person
may 2ay tho Sociely is ¢ taxing * the
Lrothren ; such a person will discover
his mistako by ecarefully reading the
statemont of tho committeo. The
commilteo * suggosta’ and *asks”
but does not * dictate,”

To friends in Cotario: A lotler
sweetens tho paius of abseneo.”
J. B. L., Minunedosa.

An unfortuunto typographical orror
occurs iu Bro. Murton's arliclo in Jaet
number on page 2, column 2, uinth
lino from foot of pago : for * diskehef™
rend “ belief.”

Tho November nnmber of tho Mis.

“gionary Intelliyencer contains the Fifs

tecnth Anuual Roport of ‘tho Foreigu
Christian Missionary Society. Con.
tributors who have not received copies,
wo presurne, ¢an get them by wddress.
ing A, McLean, Box 760, Cincinnati,
Ohio,

On pago ono will be found an narticlo
by the rector of St Jawes' chureb,
Guelph, It i with pleasure that we
ingert it. Any ono who fecls himsell
or his doctrines or practices mierepre.
sented in Tite Evaxorrist is moro than
welcomoe to use our spaco lo correct
what ho considers & wrong impression,
Nothing but good, we think, can reault
from tho kind £nd courteous discaarion
of differcnces which exist among
“ Thoso who love tho Lord Jesus Christ
in eincerity.”

Wao havo received Vol 1., No, 1, of
The Diseipls, publisbed monthly in the
intcreats of tuo Christian Church in
Canton, Ohio, edited by F. R, Black,
and is fifty cents o year. This is a
bright four-page littlo paper. Tho first
number is full of points and matters
pertaining to tho church in Canton,
Wo congratulate the editor, who is tho
preachor for the church, and trust his
editorial ventoro will prove to be of
longer lifo than that of meny loeal
charch papers. Somchorw the “chureh”
papers often do not como to stay.

Ocearionally wo hear of Diseiples
who, Lecatse it is diflicult to raise what
monoy seoras to be necded for charch
work by diceet gifts from the peoplo,
propase tho adoption of somo of wbat
the Christian Guardian, in & eeueiblo
articlo given elsowhero, calls *¢indirect
and ingenious ways of getting monoy.”
Wa always regrot to hear of our broth-
ron adopling any of theso metbods,
It is going backward instead of for-
ward. it will bo found in tho long run,
if ot also in tho short run, that the
way to sccuro the greatest amount of
monoy for the Lord's work is to appoal
to tho Lord’s peoplo to givo directly and
cheerfally according to their ability.

Tie readers of this paper havoe no
doubt nouced for somo time the adver
tisoment of Dr, A. Wilford Hall's
Pamnpllet on Health and Longevity in
our columns. Many of them have
probably passed it by as ¢ patent
medicine” goods, and thought noth.
ing more of it. It is only right to say
that Dr. Hall’s treatmont doos not re-

quire the uso of any medicine, patcut or
othierwiso, nor is it & hnmbug in anv
sense, Somo of our friends bave told

ug of tho wonderful resulta following
tho use of it. O, C. Pomeroy, 104
King St. West, Toronto, General Agent
for Ontario, will be glad to soud
fusther particulars upon application.

“DBads of Hopo Annual” for 1801
ia out; 1t is dovoted to tho study of the
International Sunday School Lessons,
i3 edited by J. II. Hardin, aud pub.
lished by tho Staudard Pubhshing Co.,
of Civecibuati, Olio. Tt retals at
81.60, nnd comsidering tho quality of
paper and binding, tho oxcollent illus
trations, which aro numerouns and truoe
“illustrations,” it is n very cheap book,
It ie very well adapted for a Clizistmas
or Now Yecar prosent to tho primary
scholora tu the Sunday schools, and
will bo & nevor-faihug sourco of delight
to tho childzen of tho household all
the year round. Bont post-paid on
recoipt of price by Tho vangelist
Pubhsling Co., 66 Yongo St. Arcade,
Torouto,

Heory M. Stanley lectured in this
city Nov. 27. Ono's feolings were
“1pnixed ” in listening o him—admira.
tion for the intrepid exploror, the dis
coverer, and fricnd and, as wo had been
accustomed to think, the successor,
of David Livingstono—but somothing
liko contornpt for tho man who could
devoto so largoe a part of his lecturoe to
belitlling Emin Pasha, who, whatover
hio way be, being iu the heart of Africa,
is not in a position to defend Limself
and to tell his sido of the atory. Teally
ono having no other knowledge of tho
great expedilion than Stavley’s To-
ronto lecture afforded might casily con-
clude, {1) Emin Pasba was not worth
reecuing, (2) Ewin Pashia did not want
to Lo rescued, (8) Emin Pasha did
not need to bo rescued, (1) Thereforo
somobody made a luge blunder in
organizing an expcdition of such mag.
nitudo to rescue Emin Pashia, Stan.
loy has been ono of our heross; wo
trust ho will ererge from the cloud
that now to somo cxtent, at least, rests
upon him, and that all the world will
recogunizo in bim not only a daring
oxplorer, and ekilfal loader of men,
but algo a traly noble and generous
man—ono worthy to be considered
great by his contemporaries, and to
hvo in bhistory as one of the world's
bonofactors.

(BSo-operation IMNotes.

CONTRILUTIONS.

Indicidual Snulbseriptions.

Chas McKunlay ... .....85 00
JILGafl.... ..., eiee. 250
Danicl Fergason .... . .

John MeDormid ..... .
Thos. Whitehead, ..., .. 5 00
Mra. Thos. Whitehoad..... 6 00

Notvemler Colleetion.

Chaorcl, Stayner .. ... 2710
“ Toroante (Donison

Avo)....uue 17 38

Nassagawoya ... 6 60

“ P:icoville ...... 128

“ Guelph .......
“  FErin Cenlro (2) 0 8
“  Erin Villago (2). 0 2
Children's Day.
8.8, Goolphsuseunn .. 25 00
Hamilton Buitdy Fund,
A Friend......,. -3 T

‘[ho relurns from the Novewber eol-
lectic * contiuuo to como im. Tho
friends of tho work will bo glad to
kpow a lazger number of churches
biavo taken up tho collection this year
than lnst, and that tho average contri.
bution is nearly doublo what it was
last yesr, This is woll, as tho under.
takings of tho Co-operation aro groater
this yoar than last.

The interest o! the Suuday schiools
in tho Ilomo Mission work appears to
be on tho ipercase—at [sast, in tho

case of thozo sohoola that contributed
Iast year, For example, fivo schools
that gave au averago of $2.83 last
year, havo piven an average of $1.14
this year. Somo of tho sohools that
gavolast year hnve not yot been heard
feom this ecason, while four 26hools
that did not contribute Jast year, have
dono so this year. Qivo tho Supday
sclicol an opportunity to holp.

Wo liear of somo churches which
owing to tho storm on the first Lord's
day in November did uot take up tho
apecial collection, or wero not satisfied
with the collection then takon up, that
intend to tako tho collection tho firat
Lord’s doy in Decomsbor. That shows
tho right spirit aud a proper iuterest
in the work, The porazon, or church,
that will offer as an oxcuso for not gir-
ing, that it was not possiblo or cou-
venient to give ou a certain day, has
not much disposition to give. Thoso
who fecl it thoir duty to support tho
mission work will find & timo to con-
tributo according lo their ability. It
will not matter to thoin whether thoy
aro asked to do so or not.  Ono of the
most encouraging things in connestion
with this work is tho receiving of con.
tributions from isclated brothren and
siators,

As an example of logalty to convie-
tion and zeal for tho Lord’s work,
tako the case of a brother in whoso
town thore is no congregation of Dis-
ciples, Holays by him in storo twenty.
five cents a woek for Homo Missious ;
another Lrother who Las bad sick-
noss in his largo family nearly all the
year with itg consequent great expenso
does not wieh to be devied tho privi.
lego of helping what lo calls the
good work. Drethren, it is not balf so
disagrceablo ns many imagine collect.
ing wissionary monoy, One of the
grestest pleasures tho present writer
has had during tho last twelvo months
hag been that of opening and reading
tho letters froma brothren and sislers
cnclosing contributions to tho Home
Missiou Fund.

——

Occasionally wo hear of some who
complain that thero is too much of
what they call **dunniug* in connec.
tion with tho Mission I'und. Curious
ag it may scem to thoso who g0 com-
plain, thoro are thoso who think that
tho peoplo aro uot suflicicutly urged to
give,  Still further shere aro thoeo wlio
geem glad to bo reminded of the do.
mands of the work upon them. Tho
fact eccms to bo that ns wo aro conati-
tuted it is necessary that our minda
should bo stizzed up by way of romom-
brauco oveu in regard to acknowlodged
duty. Ouoo brother to whow a gentlo
~~vory gentle, too—remindor wea sent,
vory prowptly and cheerfully repliod
asking what lus subscription was, and,
upon being notified of the amount, as
promptly aud cheerfally sent it in,

Wo heard thoe other day of the Lro-
ther who thinks that the Co-operation
is in artiewlo wmortis. Ho could not
oasily be more greatly mistaken, Tho
indications are that the Co-operation
is growiug in usofulucss and in the
coufidonco of the Disciples.

Tho Board 18 in correspondenco with
Joseph Yrankhn, oldost son of that
great eud good mag, the lato Bonjamin
Franklio, and fiopes to hiavo him ovan-
golizing in this country during tho
catly part of 1891,

G2 Muxro, Cor. Sec,

1zt those who miss & numler of the
paper inform us by a card, We wail
them from tho offico, but they some-
times go astray in the mails,

~et.



