
THE OWL.

tu King- Henry Il. of ELngland, tlien niewly
crowîîed, biis Buill autlhorixing thc invasion
of lreland. T'he auîtlicnticity of the Butll
Ns llo0W universally adrnited, and hotli ils
preanîi)Ic anti coniditionisshlow how strictly
it wvas Iramcid ini accordance witîh St:

Bradsaccuisations. It sets fc7îh Uitat
fur the cradicaition of vice, tie inîplanting
of virîuc and the sprcad of the true f.aith,
tic ]-oly Pallier solernnly sanctions the
projected invasion :andi it att-achecs as ai
condition die paymnien of Petcr's P'ence
for cvery' houise in Ircland:'.

MicGce. it iill bc remarked, states that
the auz.henîicity of th i Bll is uniiversally
admîitied. His assertion, liowcever, is too
g1-eneral, for înany hisîoîians and nien of
rescarchi have long- dcclared thec Butll to bc
false, and hiave nlot liesitated to accuise
Henry II. of liaving forgcd ih. Thiese
writers, pursuing tlîe aggressive policy of
the lîistorians incluidcd iii our second
class, have borne Uic war int the very
hzart of the cneniy's position, and hiavc
brouglit the coîîîroýversy to a triuîîîipbaniit
issule. *rbey have suibjcîed ii docui-
ilients adv.anced iii s-upport of the autitbeii
ticity of t11e Bull, the %vritten requecst of
Henîry, and the B11ull itscll, to a nmost
pierciîîg criîic issm, and ha.ve brouighî t0
ligbîli such a mass of iîîîern.al evidezîce of
forgcry, as scarcely requiires thîe aid of the
externai testiniony derived froni otlier
souirces. Let uis brieily glance at ibis
aspect of the aulestioni.

Tlhe principal witniesscs brouighît for-
%wVard by thec cnienîics of 401c Catbolic
Cliurchi and of Catholie Ireland, are Johin
of Salislbury. 1lenry's ambassador to tic
Pope, and Giraldtus Cnnbrensis. Nuw~,

lbu ofSilisibury lias lefi iii bis Pol r-c -
iieus a record of ]lis actions, in Roulie
duriîig bis visit to the !ioly Father. Vct,
alioîîgb lie ihlerc records îîiaîy miost
trivial affitirs anid ocurrenices, lie nowbecre
Sîîea's of thie Bulll. 'Nor does lie uîak-c
any mention of it in bis ileaeizsutil
Uic hast chipter. -ind tlis chazpter is wvritten
ini a style so ardl diffcreîîî froîîi tic
rcFI. of Uie %vork, andi froni tic geceril
style of tbis wriîcr, that tlîcre is cvery
rensoîî b belicvc it was not, wriucen hy
â&mlisbury eti al, buit 'vas atftcrv,-rds -addled
lu> interesîed huarzies. As to Giraldus
Ca'nlu'ircnsis, bis ivords rcr rcrnarkablc for
Uîeir uer inaccuacy, buili as to dates

and facts. In regard to the Bull itself,
bis text is altogetlier faulty. 1le s;tat,-s,
likeise. tlîat die Bull %vas first puiblisbied
ai X'terford, iii a synod Iicld tîerc for tliat
puirpose, yet Oie annaIs of Ireland con-
tain no record of an>' sticli synod. Hienry,.
ind1ecd, iglit bave surnmoned a counicil
of the Enlglisli bisliops t0 wborn lie biad
givc: secs iii Irchanid. but wlîv did lie not
liublisbl ie Bull before ani assenîibly of
Uie bishiops and princes of the land, andi
liotw clocs it corne 10 piss thiat thie aumials
of lrcland fail to miention i te convention
of W%*aterford ?

Agaiiî, tiue date of die Buill 'vas given
b>' sonie as i i15.;. Now it is ive]l1 known
tbiat - Adriaî aiscenide(l die 1'o:tilical
tlironc ini I)ccnîber, 1 154. 111ui MIvS
impossible for Iieîîry to receive the niews
of Adriaîî's election, send an enibassador
to Rlouie, andt obtain sucli an extraordiîîary
favor before die close of die year 1154,
îlîat is to say withiîî tuie short space of
one îîioîîtli. Even noîv, ini Uîis age of the
clectric telegrapli andi the liglîtiîg
express, it would lîe inmpossible for tie
sovereign of England to receive the tiews
of Uiecelection of a ie'v Pope, senti an
emibassador to Rouie, set the nîacliinery
of the Rolîîan Couirt ili motion, and
secuire a likec signîal favor iii a likec
period of tinie. If tlie Buill, tîercfore,
actually bore tlîe date 1 £54, tlîis aloxie
%vere stifficient to prove tic forge-ry ; but,
m~ifortiiately, flic originial d6cuîiient lias
disappcarcd ai the <laie miay have been
incorrectly flarcd 111)01 tbe existing
copies. At any rate, tlie nîany incoxi-
venienicies arising froni suicl a date werc
recogîîizcd, anti it wvas put aside for tic
less enîbarîrassîng n- of i 155.

lu is aI sigîîificaît fact, too, anîd 011e
tiat niist not bc host siglit ol' Oiat a
behief iii ic falsiîy of die Bull1 lias always
beemi cuirrent aîuîonthe îlîrisli linselves.
A maiinscripi of tuie i4tu centuiry bearing
evidence of îlîis belief is stll preserveti ai
B.oîîîc. Thle dominentî iii question is 'a
Icuter 10 thue Pliîe ivrittenl by tic Ilion Lord
justice of h-chand, wlierriîî lie accuses tie
Irish of miaîy icinous crimies anti states
tlit tniey - rcproaclicd i-leîîry IL witli
hîaving coîiquered Ircland b' uinclus (,f
false riretexis nti of false BullsY"

1311t, youl will ask,1 wliaî abolut thîe
rescript of Alexander III., ientionirîg


