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inti steady observance of the lawvs that govern spiritual life.
I-is soul hiad yielded a rich crop from the virgin soi], andi lie wvas
fallingr into the error of supposing that the strength of this soul
couhi inaintain itself withi(ut niew accessions of nourishiment.
Hie declined a position as master of a vessel of -which bis brother
was- part ow'ner, for lie wvas afraiti that the prolongeti absence
tromn the means o? grrace which at voyage at sea then entailed,
would iii suit the neetis of bis spiritual lufe wvhich requireti. as
hie Nvell knewv, ail the help lie coulti obtain from. without H1e,
therefore, settieti in Irvine, near Ayr, and toiled bravely and
liard. ilere lie was ba,-ptised in June, 1814, but the joy o? his
spfiritual life wvas far froin ecstatic. Hie hati to, figlit for every
incli lie gaineti.

The dlaimis of the ministry nowv begf-i to be pre-sed upon
iîni by bis ownà convictions anti the ativice of others. For a

tiiiie lie resisteti, for the hionor of serving Gxot in this way seenîed
at ilrst too great for one of bis spiritual attainments. The deci-
sion w'as, however, at last formeti, lie lIaving first set apart a day
for fasting and prayer, andtihe went in 1816 to study under Dr.
Steadinan at Horton College (nowv PuaNidon> in Bradford. His
couirse lasteti four years, anti by negflecting t'îe safeguards whichi
cvery student nee(ls to set, he fourni towards the end of bis course
that bis zeal had somewhat abatedl and that lie hati become a
prey to mietaphysical d1oubts. This lias always been a conîmon,
tlîoughi distinctly unnecessary (langer of student life. The nîieans
t.) avoid it are simple, but they mnust 1)e faithlully employeti, atid
Mr. Gilinour hati not eniployeti theni. Yet '«hle faceti bis doubts
anti gathereti strengtli."

Aft.er bis grradtuation lie supplied the church at Greenock
for five months in the absence o? the pastor. His brie? ministry
there w'as blessed to the conversion o? sonie of the unconverteti,

anito the edification of the clîurch. His experience as a sailor
lie also turried to grood accoulit in preacbing to the crews of the
shls ini harbor. In February, 1821, lie wvent to Aberdeen, andi
lie N'a.s thle first Baptist pastor wvho ever laboreti there. As he
'vas a perfect stranger in the city ant ihati no Board to support
liiini, his undertak-ing shewed his intrepiti courage, especially as
lie iigl it have secureti churchies in Englanti where lie could have
1heen <onfortable andi happy. H1e engraged a hall andi announceti
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