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AGRIOCULTURAL.

WuiLe on a rccent excursion into a neighbouring
country, weo were not a little surprised to see, in a dis-
tances of some wiles, imn.ense cuantities of dang a-
round each Farner's barn; and itho’ the whole crop
had then been committed to the earth, except the
turups, it did not appoar that alsingle load had heen
withdrawn from these valuable repositories during the
sexson; and it was no jess ovident, that a large pro-
portion o it bad been accumulating there for years.

As might be expected, the eoil, though onigmally
very fertile, producing the finest whoat, hud become
excecdingly oxhausted; it naturally occurred to wa to
ask the Farmers what uge they made ¢f their manure 2
~—and we were told innore instances than one, that
they keew no other use of it but tospread it out upon
their Hay fields, which they gencrally did wficr mow-
g the f1ay, others said that of late the seasons had
become exceedingly unpropitious—1he soil no longer
yielded its certamn and ubundant returns, and they
wero seriously thimking of emeerating to Canada, as
many others had atready dono.

Some others with whom we conversed about a bet-
ter apphcation of their manure, by making it to eom-
post, and ploughing it in with thewr wheat, barley, and
potateo crops, for the purpose of restormng the fertil-
ity of ther farms;—we found they did not cven tom-
prehend the meamng of the term compost Mani es;
in this state of things, it occured to us that as {ur as
this secuon of the country is concerned, at least, the
very rudanents of Agricultural scictice requite to be
tanght, with thisview, we shall as trequently as pos-
eible, mahe our selections under this head of tho most
prac(lcal nzturc—aond usecordingiy we present our
readers with the follow.ng extract from ¢ Young's
letters of Agricole,”—n wotk wlidh we aro sorry
ty gy has been too tnuca neglected by our Farmers,
Timis wgentons writer s lus 25th Letter, mtroduecs to
the teadet’s notice, Lord Meadowbanh's theor, of
peat ey compost, a suhistanee whiehis wholly veger-
eble, an i i widely disseminated over tius country.

The process consists i nuang peat moss witis barn
viud dung, in the propcrtion of threo of the furmen to
ous of the latter,—the moss bewng previously spread
out to dey, the heap suould be rassed ta the height of
about four foet, the upper coat of which shouid be
suoss--fenmentation ensues sooner or Luter, according
to ihe scason of thio year, and when in this stato 1t
approaches 10 blood heat, 1t should be tumed over
and get a little more moss added—na second hea,
though less in degree, generally takes pluce, but soon
rabsides when it is fit for use; it may be vsed woight
for weight with burn yard dung, and 1t wall he found
in course of cropping to Le cqualiy powerful. We
would strongly advise the reader 10 peruse the work
itself, and we assure Lim if e does so wiih care, 1t
will anply repay b for the tune so cmployed.

One word moere to our ,gnewiial frznds before
we present them with the quatation. We thk it wall
b geaetally adiutied, that to whatever estent a fir-
wer is cnabled to merease, and sXalifully apply lus
manuro, his suceess will increase in proporiong of thie
principle be correct, we would notice a wide and
genetal devation from the path that lsads 10 such 4
result. The cattle of all kinds, that are turied out to
pasture i1 1% conu'ry daring the s nmes, ate, o most
jnstances, aliowed 10 Jicout all night in the ficld, or
what 13 worre, on tie bigh ways, where all that falls
from thew 1s nat co'y Iust to the Farmer, but 1& actu.
w'ly anu-aree This e a wost wasteful practice, as
erery ton of meanure so last, 8 actually the toss of
eight or ten lons, which megiit wah very Lttlo trouble
be made, by putting the cattle into a pen or inclosure
cvery might, into which straw, peal moss, weeds,
grass, thutles, foliage of trees and afl other useless
vegetables about a furm should be plentifully thrown:
few penpls can imagine what a quantity of manure
may be made i3 th.s way, wih szl etock of cat-

tlo, during the sunnier months, as Loth the dung and
urino are preserved for manute, The instinct too, of
all cattle is in favour of this practice; almost every
person is aware of how emall a trille will entice Cows,
Oxcen, Horsos, Sheop, &c. to repawr to theie houses
as regular as night comes.—Ep. Bxk.

EXTRACT.

“Ilitherto I have treated the subject, as if
excrementitious matter nlone pussessed the
power of effecting and accelerating the putre-
taction of moss® and it was this view, which
Lord Meadowbank chiefly 1mpressed at first
on the poblic attention; but many othcr sub-
stances, he afterwards diseovered, ave endow-
ed with this snme capacity.—lHere my general
theory of putrescent manures receives o colln-
teral and happy confirmation 5 for it is now
found, from a thousand repeated trials, that
all anuanl and vegetable substances, which
are capable of being converted by decompo-
sition into the food of plants, are also capable
of aperating on peat earth, of dissolving the
charm of ats incorruptibahity, of expelling its
poisonous and anttseptic qualities, and of trans-
muting it into a most eflicient manure.  Hence,
putrid water, the juices of the dunghill, the
expressions of the cheese-press, the washings
of nulk-vesscls, soap-suds, the ols and juices
of green flax, urine of all descriptions, suceu-
lent vegerables and weeds, dead animal bodies,
refuse of fish, night soil, sea-weed, are all in-
vested with the praperty of generatwg heat,
and assisting the fermentaton of peat: and
composts muy be formed with all these difles-
ent ingredients.  ‘P'he carease of a dead horse,
which is often suffered to pollute the air by
s noxwus efilving has been happily employ-
ed in decomponng 20 ous of peat carth, and
transforming it wto the most enriclung manure.
Tlis wonderful discovery has exalied the
swamps and fens into sonme degree of agricul-
tural importance ; and promises anew cra in
the multiplication aud production of white
crops. ‘Fhe fertilizing virtue of Gung is m-
creased quadsuple by blending it with this in-
ert matter, and Lord Meadowhank, after o
long and waichful expernence. declares, that
the powers and durananof this species of com-
pust, in every diversity of soil, have given re-
turns nowisc inferior to the best barn yard duny
applicd n the same quantity; and states ex-
pressly, that it is equal, it not preferable,
s effects for the first three vears ; and decid-
ediy superior afterwards.

There me several other views of this sub-
Ject highly interesting to the farming class, up-
o whieh 1 dare not at present enter, as my
letters ou patrescent mmnures have already
swallen much beyond my original limits: and
I must leave the additionn]l matter to some fu-
ture day, when T may 1etrace this path of en-
quiry. I shall deduce one or two practical ob-
servations.

1. Iu & country like this, where there are
no brge towas, except the capital, whenee the
farmer can draw manure, our swamps and
hogs offer an inexhaustible supply of tlus use-
ful and indispensuble article.  Compost mid-
dens form an object of prime importance ; and
wherever they biave been ndopted as part of
furm management, they have been followed
by results of aanest flattering and profitable
nature.  ‘T'hey have tended to mubiply the
productions of’ the earth, to elevate the hopes
of the hushandman, and to give n new ympulse
10 his useful fabowrs, Tere they wauld uot
anly be productive of all these effects: bat
they would arrest the progress of our morasses,
by subjecting them to n waste gradual and
constant; and they would introduce our far-
mers to an acquaintance with more successful
mades of angmenting manure, so essential to
the extended caluvauon of white crops.

1. Accordivg to the practices which have
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obtained in this Province, we have not above
one ton of manure apphed to our fields for
ten which, from the same stock of cattle, ure
produced in Bogland ¢ and of course, we are
not able to cultivate hiere, with the sume meanns,
abuve one acre in ten, which are there under
the plough. Tosuch as have given due at-
tention tu the previous detuils, this conclusian
which Jooks go violent and extravagant, can
be established by the most ample evidences
and is quite irrefragable, without denying the
premises which bave been built botls on fucts
and philosophy.  First of all, the one halt of
our putreseible matter1s lost enurddy by the
waste of urine; and the other hatf—the dunyg
—13 grossly msmanagzed either by the escape
of the rich nutritive juices from the dunghal,
or by saftering the putrefactive process 1o he
carrted to an exticwne length, This 1s not all,
that dung, if composited with peat, would 1n
most cases he augmented fourfold; and the
quality and duration of the mixture are supe-
rior, atall events equal to the principal ongi-
nal compound.  Four tons of mavure, then,
may be produced from one of dung, znd four
tons also may be formed from the urine dis-
charged hy the cautle in the snme given time.
In a course of experiments hy James Arbuth-
“ noty Peterliead, he found that 300 cart-loads
“of woss conld be decomposed by drenching
“at with 410 gallons of cattle urine. The.
“ foundation of ihe dunghiil was laid vne fout
*deep with moss, and 150 gallons of the liquor
“threwn upon e The fermentation came on
“instentancously, uttended with a lussing
“poise; the other two Jayers were then put
“on, the one nfter the other, sprinkled each
“with the unine, a2ud the same dllect wes
“produced.  Fight days afer, the midden
“was turned; and to all appearancc® super-
“alka-lized” It would seem then, that
both urine and dung, discharged in any given
time, are of equivalent value; that each of
thiem, 1f sepavately applied to peat, or moss
as it s expressed by Scotch wisters, would
prepare a quadrupie amonnt of rich and valu-
able manure; and consequemly, as the one
here is ust from the ¢ nstruction of our barns,
aload of dung iz all we have for cight of com-
post which could be produced from the com-
biged efiicacy of urine and exerementitions
mattes.

If we take, further, into account the putre-
fuctive qualities of sca-weed, of dead bodies,
cither horses, cows, or sheep, of common
weeds, and of many other substances; 1 say,
if we take mio account the power of decom-
posing peat-carth, my general statement will
not zppear exageerated, that in this Province
we have not above one load in ten, which
might be procured to replemsh the exhausted
energies of vegetanon,  But thing 1t for
granted, that, with a view to strengthen my ar-
cament, 1 have magnified the amount of our
loss: and that we could only increase our ma-
nure six tinmes above the present quantity, this
coneession calls loudly for reform,und explhains,
to the satisfuction of every common under-
standing, the mystery of our agricultural pover.
ty. We fling away contemptuously the bles-
sings of Nature and of Providence, and in-
stead of blanuug aur own wgnorance and ne-
glect, we curse the climate and the soil, sit
down contented with our present dependent
situation, and despair of clevating that coun-
try on whichwe tread, aad which impartsto us
the plessures of existence, (o its proper rank
in the scale of nationalimportance.”

Tue Fanner.—A Furmer should never he
ashumed of his colling; we know that no man-
can be entirely independant, yet the farmer
should remember, that if any nne can be said to-
possess that enviable distinction, he isthe man,
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