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0 OMIIRMATIOXNS arc Leconiing
-~ninch more frequent ln Engiand

t! ian they uscd te ho. We con-
iýt.%ntly becar a notice given ont in
ehurcli tbat the flisixep is ceming,

and te clergy aire ready and Nvilliig te prepare
candidates, old and yeung, girls and boys, for
confirmation.

This is fâirly simple work in our country,
wvbera ohurch spires dot the I.andtibape ini oery
direction, and the elergy are znatty, and cager
te lcad seuls into the riglit -%v.y.

In distant lands it la oftvîî far different.
Thore te gift of thec 11013 GheOst, deCliVCredI
throughi tho laying on of ltand~., has te ho
struggicdl for, and %von tîtrougli actual bodily
exertioil, and ofien perdl.

Take Canada, for instance, as a case in peint.
Conifirmations erdinarily takze place lu ivinter
there ; the short summer is nccessarily snob a
busy scason-ga thering in te fruits cf the
carth-tbat te clergy could net find oppor-
tnnity £or the tcaching aud exatination cf
candidates. The peeple are ail iii tho fields and
gardons, as is ri-lit and naturai.

Still, a Canadian wintcr dees net scem a
promisir-g seasoxi for yonng peeplo or old te
travel in; ]atciy wc have reccivcd an account
etf the difficulties tbat 'beset semne candidates
for confirmation lu Matt.,t%., Canada, wbich
illustrates this.

An JEnglish lady living twcnty miles distant
fremin Mattawa Nyas anxiûus to, prcesent ber son
and dughtcr for confirmation at that place.

The first tingi to ho donc ivas te cross a
frozen lake, wvbich foat was pcrrormcd on
snew sbces. The ivlolc distance te tho rail-
way station on tho -Ia.tL-awa lino was accomn-
plislicd on foot iu good Lime for the train.

Too good, alas! for, lu company Nwith an
auxions thron- cf candidates gathered freont
other parts of the distr!ct, the travellers waitcd
exactiy Lwolve heurs for a snowcd-up train.
The thermomecter sliewef forty degrees bolew
7ero. lImagine the diccomforts cf a waysidc
station or shcd at this crisis. Most thankf'ul
-%vcre te party whien thoy actually sawv the
train stcamin; silowly iinto tho station.

Stil Mattawct Nwas rcachced tee late for tho
confirmation ; it liad alrcady taken place; the
bishop, however, not hiaving loft, kindly holà
another service for tho belatcd candidates.

The missienary -vho haa4 the duity cE pue-
paring, thecse confirmation candidates bad no
lighIt task cither; instcad of thecir coniing to
bis classes as is te habit, in England, lie hid
to visit thein in tbeir outiyixtg bomesteaÜs. lie
says that for thre znonths before the bishop's
arrivi ho seldomn spent more than tivo niglits
a -%cckl in bcd, the rcst ho passedl travelling or
snatching a basty nap for an lieur or two
wvrapped in bis fur cloak on a bard bench,
wvhile -%vaiting to continue bis jeurncy.

Aitother nîissionary friend in Canada tells
us of a brisk old lady of ninety-two sctting ont
te --valk soine miles te get confirmed. Ilappily
at the end of te second mile sho got a, it
And well she did, for the wteather ivas iminy
and muddy, se rncît se as to recail the advice
givon in the ' Hoinilies' : 1 It is a goed dccd of
mercy te ancnd te dangerons and noisome
,ways, -,iihoby thy poor ncighhtu., sitting on.
bis silly %wcak bcast, founidcret net in the deep
thercof.' ]Iappily this old lady did not founder,
but was landed safcly at the chureli.

Wec cannot belp being struck -with the zeal
and ferveur of tdiese Canadian candidates, and
contrastin- it wvith our ewn lulzcwarmuness at
home, wlen a ivet cvening or somo slighit Itin-
dranco, uill kcep us frein attending a class.

IVe do net likea our religion to cost us anv-
tbing. Is this right? Onght we o t rather
to tbink that we should net ofFer to our God
tijat, wvich costs ns netbîng? Snrcly those
struggles througli cold and fatigue in Canada,
tu obtain Ris Graco find faveur ivith Ifim.
Lot us struggle tee te miss ne opportunities of
spiritual hcllp.
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]ILRD Limes corne te te dwcllers ln ail coun-
trios. They cerne tc, us in England. Blut wve
arc a wcl.-populatcd country, and the poor
ma in distress is buoyecI up -with the hoe
that liore or there, in bis village, or in tho
ncighbouring tewvn, ho will meet,ii a liclpin-
baud, and se get pulled threuglî bis troubles.

B3ut the peer man in NLc-vfoundiana ioobs in


