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THE CBNTURY IFUND,

Almoxt  every Chureh s in e now
with the Methodist in the purpose .
raice a ‘Lhanksgiving FFund to wewe ane
the dnwn of the new century, iven the
Temperanee Socimties are making o
similar cNort,

Rev. Do Wardner, the Seevetary for
the Century ffund of the reshyterian
Chureh in Canada, is an enthusinst in
the matter and pledgad himself to con-
tribute $5,000 towards the rund f the
Cliureh would take hold of the miilion
tollar effort.

In hix address to the  Assgembly  he
said: “We need to do this thing: woe can
do it, nnd we ought to do it in the right
spirit.”  “llere is recognhition of  our
Chureh privileges, thankfulness for past
privileges, thankfulness for past mereies
und faith in the future.”

We hope for gimilar enthusiasm among
our own people. A lurge mnnber of vur
Churches on the const are over bhurdens
ed with debt, if we cannot do anything
else let us make a grand effort to ree
duee these oppressing Chureh debts and
give what else we can to the work ont-
wide,

1Tl METROPOLITAN  CHURCIL

The Metropolitan Chureh ix the mo-
ther churell, not only of Vietorin but of
British Columbia Methodism,

The work of vrganizing the Methodist
Chureh m British Columbia commeneed
f'ebruary 12th, 1859, when  the  first
band of missionaries sent out from On-
tario landed at Victoria,

Rev, I3, Lvans, D, D, was the lirst
pastor and the superintemdent  of the
work on the coast.  Revs, A, Browaiug,
1. White and . Robson were his loyal
assistants,

The first serviees were held in the old
court house, and shortly after huilding
operations commuenced on a lot, the zift
of Mr, Dallay, at the corner of Pandora
and Broad xstreet.  As the  ony grew,
xo did the cause of Methodism, and the
magrificent  ¢difice,  shown in our cut,
was built on the corner of Pandosa
avenue and Quadra street, and opened
May 5Sth, 1801, Among the pastors of
the Church have been some of our most
devoted and cloquent preachers.  {Rev,
Dr. Evans was followed by Revs, A.
Browning, Wm, DPollard, A. E. Russ, JI.
Smith, Coverdale Watson, W, [Peraval,
J. E. Starr, C. Watson (for a second
term), 8. Cleaver (for four years), and
the preseat  pastor, Rev. J. €. Speer,
who is ministering the third year to this
large iinportant charge.

THI PINANCLAL DISTRICT MEWI
INGS,

Arcangements arve once  more  beiug
made for the Finaneind Distriet  meet.
ings, and the usual routine of approprine
o, md recommendation  will  Lollove,
In addition to the programme ol mise
sionary and educational meetings, a fut-
ther provision will donbtless be made for
the Century 1fund, the appenl on behnty
of widelt ix looked for ln Octobier, In
the midst of financinl affaics it is wise
that attention showhl be deawn to the
spiritual peeds of the chnreh,  The suge
gestion has been made that District Sun-
day Schoeol Conventions should he heid
at the time of the Insdtrct meeting, in
order tv arouse increasing  Interest o
the work on behalt of the ebildren aul
youth, ‘The wide extent  of our Dis.
tricts hag hitherto made this lnpossible,
bnt gome of the Lrethren are arvanging
for conventions foe the deepening of tae
spiritnnl life of the people. A four tays
convention fullowy the Vietorln District
meeting to be beld  at Duncans, and
Irox, Osborne and Nelsoy, the resulent
pugtors, with the brethiren on the Dise
trict, ure praying for the ountpoming ol
the Holy Spirit,

CONNEXIONAL FUNDS,

There seeatw to be o growing jndiffes
ence to the claiing of our Jesser Contien-
jonal Funds, Whiie the Missionary and
Educational wsually receive  considera-
tion, it scems to e the opinion that o
dollar more or lesk will xutlice for  the
General Conference, Contingent, Unton
Chureh Relief and other runds,

Attention should be drawn to the proe
visions of the Discipline, that all  the
loose offerings on the  Nabbath  upon
witich the appenl is made on belmlt of
any Connexional Eund, shall be given ¢
that fund, The facts are that even wils
the wisest aml most eareful disbursement
the General Conference Pund is heavily
in debt, The salary  of the General
Superintendent, Rev.  Dr,  Carman, ix
paitd from this fund, and it undoubtedly
deserver the heartiost sapport of  our
people. As for the Contingent Fand, the
expenses of the Loeasl Aanual Confer-
ence are met by it, and any surplug s
devoted to the interests of our very much
underpaid  Mome  Misstonnries, e
other funds we purpose drawing atten-
tion to as time passes, Above all  we
sloulid remember that we are n Conney-
ion, and Methodixim  owes ler sueeess
largely to this faet. A= Churchies and in-
dividuals we should rejoice in the bene-
fits of our Connexionalisin, and  strive
toyally to sapport every interest of the
Chureh,

JOIIN BURNS AND T SABBATH

Side by side with Itt, Rev. Mandell
Creighton, Bishop of London, and Wev,
Hugh Price Hughes, in the late attle
against the Snnday newspaper in Fng-
land, stood Mr. John Burns, the great
labor advoecate, who, in an address to
the Home Secretuary, gave expression to
the following suggestive utterance: *Lhe
Sabbath is the wotkingman's treasure,”
‘This leader of men has a just appreein.
tion of the heritage of the people, the
weckly day of rest. Would that the
workingemn apprecinted the fact  that
every attempt to seculurize the Subbath
by the introduction of the Sunday pu-
per, Sunday traing, Sunday eXcursions,
and the like, wans the dircet effort of
avarice and greed? Under the popular
sophistry that thesc conduce to the well-
being and comfort of the people, consel.
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encelesy, grasping eapital is slowly but
steadily and surely robbing the masges
of their inheritance,

Already thousands of street car and
railway employees amd  thousands  of
newgpnper wien are laboring xeven daya
in the week, to give pleasure and aoe
called reereation to those who are wele
firh enongh, or thoughtless cnought to
take it at the expense of their fellows,

Sefting asdde the sacred signifieance of
the day, let the werkingmun  not  lose
night of o fact, so nbundantly fllustrated
by the tolling maxsen nlecady fu the fete
terg, that the scculariration of the Kale
Puth means the logs of even the one day
in xeven, which hasg heen maw's partien-
r treasure,

THEE METHODIST PEOLLE V&,
MIEFYHODIST BUSINESS MEN,

“Bepecially unto them who ure of the
houschold of fafth,” sald the Apostle in
his mlmonition tu the Chureh st Galatin,
That while we are under obligation 1n
following the golden precept to *do go +d
unto all men,” we should have special
cousideration fer those of like faith, i
perfeetly consistent with our relutionsiop
to one another.  We are afeaid that
Methodists gometimes forget this;  ont
duty to the **houschold of faith* is Joxt
sight of in pereonal, and thirefore xomee
thmes seltish interests,  There  are no
more loyal people in the world to their
Church than are Methodlists, amd yet
perhaps none who are morve disloyal 2o
vaeh other,

In the interests of Methodism and tae
vausge of religion and moral reform, the
*Recerder ' was started; and m addeess
fng our business wmen, n most hearty ree
sponse wis given tu the appeal for sup-
port by means of advertigsemonts,

But in many muny  cases  we have
heard it sald, “Our  Methodist  trade
amonuts to nothing:” “Our  Moethodist
people are disloyal 1o thedr  business
mens ' cour people will come to us for
subueriptions to aid church enterprise
and pass us by with their trade.”

1f this be trve Wt is manifestly anfair
o thuxe who are axsociated with us in
Church  work, and foreed to help Leas
the burden of responsibility,

Our interests are in comtnon, our carex
and auxicties, our respousthilities are
mutual; we should endeavor to help eacht
other as far as we possibly can, ’

Everything clse being equal the Me-
thodist consumer should patronize =
Methodist dealer,

We have a wide range to choose from
it you give a little attention to our -
vertising columns, and your help and
ussistance on these lines will react in n
much more healthy condition of Churen
finnnces.

It can hardly be expected that Metho-
dist business men can ald Methodist en-
terprises when the mouey of the Metho-
dist people is poured into the tills  of
Roman Catholics and others who have
no sympathy whatsoever with us or aur
work.

WRITING 'O THE PRESS ON
OHURCH MATTERS.

The “Evangolical Churchman” gives
utterance to the following wise words on
the abore topic, which are equally applic-
able to our church:

“The clergy are very remias in this mat-
ter themselves., Trom a mistaken iden
that they cannot sny a word ahbout what
is going on in their parishes without
self-praise, they refrain from saying
anything, and the great Church world



