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THE TRADE REVIEW.

FREE TBADE ¥S. PROTECIION,

E publish this week another lefter in favour of
\ protective dutfes.  The wnitor deduces from tho
progperity of Great Britain under a high protective
tartil, an argument in support of the doctrine he in-
culcates. In reply to this, we will show from facts
and figures, that under a free trado policy, at least
partinily so, those very manufictures which, under
the enervating ingluences of legislative aid, had been
<low of growth, fs soon as they became self-depen-
dent, flourished nghtily, even beyond the anticapa-
tions of thie free traders. Tako the manutacture of
alk, for example.  In 1767 a Jaw was passed prohibit-
mg the fmportation into Lngland of I rencht guuds,
and this remaed in force fur more than siaty year.
During that period, tho annual increase in the con.
sumption of raw material was about 6{ per cent. In
1826 the prohibition was removed, and the maximum
ad raloran Quty placed at 30 per cont It was be-
lieved, then, that tins measure would be destructne
of the Engtlish silk manufacturer, and a cry of tervor
was raised everywhere in the districts which were to
bo affected by it.  Hardly seven yeara later, the weav-
ers of Maeclestield harnessed themselves to the car-
riage of Mr Huskisson, (whose measuro {8 wasy and
drew him in trinmnph throngh their toovn During
the twenty one years following the repeal of probi.
tion, the consumption of raw silk showed an aunual
average inerease of about 117 per cent, or more than
double the rate of improvement under the prolmbitive
systein The inmimediato result of comparative free
trade in silk in the increase of looms and throwing
mills is remarkable  In the tive first years under the
new syatem, the number of silk looms in Manchoster
mercased from 5,500 to 12000, and n 1882 to 14 000,
Immediately on the reduction of the duty the number
of throwing millz in various parts of the counutry rose
from 175 to 265, and of spindles from 500,00u to 1,180,-
000 Since then the trade has continued to prosper,
and Englizh «ilks were 200n not merely able to main-
win thelr position in the homne market, Lut also to
compete with French gonds in forcign markets The
total value of tho exports inthe ten years ending with
1829, amounted only to £3,149,615, while inthe ten years
rucceeding they were an aggrogate of £7,042,619, or
more than double. In 1565 the value of silks exported
had risen to £1,834,198.  Wehave taken the article of
sitk as a representative article, as previous to the pas-
sage of Mr Iluskisson's measure, competition with
French manufucturers without complete protection,
was looked upon as quite hopeless.  But other pro-
tected manufactures tlourished in cvon greater propor-
tions under 2 more liberal tariff; and the enterprise,
industry, skill and intelligence, (with the greatly in.
creased amount of machinery brought into use,) called
forth by tho new order of things, far more than coun.
terbalanced the injury sustiined by the withdrawal of
unjust taxes levied for their benefit,

The queztions for Canada to solve as hetween free
trade and pratection are these © Does the enconrage-
ment of certain manufactures increase tho actual
wealth of the country, and of which of them may this
Le predicated ?  Will 2 pratective tariff have this en-
couraging effect * or will it, on the contrary, have the
cffect of discouraging the employment of capital when
achange in government or in governmental policy
may lead to the loss of that capital at any unexpected
moment ?  Is not the true encouragement to manu-
facturing, (which, from the nature of thangs, would
spring up and be profitably carried on in this coun-
Uy, tote fuund in lowenng the cost of Inng and
labour, in increasing the number of constumers by
making agriculture more and more profitable to the
farmer, andn treating all intercsts ahke, taxing no
ong class fur the benent, or suppused benetit of ano-
ther ? Theso questions are all-important in deciding
what our cummercial poiicy 18 to be, and they must
be answered nuvt by mere thevnizing, but by a careful

weighing of facts which the (xperience of the past can }

afford, and an equally carelul cunsideration of the
special circum tances in which vur couatry 18 placed
For our part, we do nut believe that the avewed ob-
Jjects of protection are gained by a protective policy,
although individaals may becuine enriched by means
of 4, but al the same time, we are anare thero may
Le eaceptivnal casus where an incidental and mode-
rate protecton in the infancy of a manufacture may
be the means: of sthnulating it into profitable exist-
ence.

Qur correspondent discredits our statcment that
the sticam of population is sething to the agricui-
tural States, away frum the wanufactunng, and tahes

Mussachiusetts as an instance to the contrary, Il has
been rather unfortunate in his selection. The State
of New York, which fn 1530 was was only 2-5ths mnury
populous, in 1860 had a population more than treble
that ot Massnchusetts. Ohio, which in 1810 had lcss
than half the number of inhabitants, in 1660 was almost
double In 1810 Massachusetts had nearly forty times
as many people s llinois in 1860 the latter outnum-
bored tho former by nearly 6v0,000 souls. Wizconsin
oxhibits « still more rapid rutid of incrense, her popn-
lation having advanced from 30.946 in 184", to 775,881
m 1RG0, Mizsouri has inceeased in the twenty years
ending with 1560, more thian Massachusetts in tho fifty
yearsending with 1860 Indiang, too, now more popu-
lous than the manufacturing State, in 1810 had only
one-twentieth of her population  And taking the six
New England States, whieh in 3840 had a population
0f 2,234,822, we find that in 1860 the increase was only
960,461, or about 43 per cent ; wherens in six of the
agricultural States, Ohio, Miclngan, Indiana, Hhuois,
Wisconan and Massouri, having an aggregate popu-
lation in 1640 of 3,308,430, the increase in 1800 was
4,500.457, or more than 116 per cent, It is unnecessary
to adduce any more figures to shew whence the pros-
penty of the Lted States has ansen, nor do we think
it needtul to point out tie impohey ot trym;g to turn
iuto unnatural chanucts the industiies of a plaauly ag-
ricultural cunntry ke Uns ot ours, or the injustice of
s trying at the oazpense of the great producers of

wealth,

N a Iate fssae we had gomething tu say abuut the
1 Cable ' Commrenlly ,”" now wo must hase a
word or twu about st * Moraily * What' Can the
Cable be s any way considerad as anuorsl ugent? We
thivkh it can  Not that the mere fact that we can send
a mesaage from kngland to Canada in the twiskhing
of an eye will mako men better, or clevate the moral
tone of soviety.  lhe Lable will nut be & moral agent
1 that sosise,—it wall not canze @ love of morality, but
it wall sestrase men from violating ats precepts, lo
comu right to the puint, it mcrcases the macluntry by
means of wluch criminals can be brought to justice.
To commit a crime m Iance or England and cscape
to Ancricg, or vice versd, will hereafter be almost an
impossibahity.  Not a few crimes haven days gone by
been commniitted on both sides of the Atlantic, which
would never hase taken place but for the belief of the
perprtrator or perpetrators that, by taking the fust-
sailing steamers, they would bein g foregn land be-
fore tidings of their guilt could overtake them  Many
a time have the Cunard veszels carnied over cnnnals
to America safuly, no word of their crime being heard
until all traces of them had disappeared. This wasa
favourite mode of escape for Bank defaulters, Railway
embezzlers, and wealthy criminals generally. The
lower orders ot the genus rascal wee generally furced
to take passage in cheaper, and consequently slower
viasels, and of late years were frequently arrested be-
fore they could land from the vessels in wluch they
had sailed. Tlhis was the case with Muller, who com-
mitted tho famous railway murder v London. Bat
the cunspletion of the Atlantic Cable cuts off all chance
of any of themn cscaping.  Une hour after they set sail,
the particulars of thewr crimo and a description of
their appearance may be in Ameriea, and when the
vessel arrives, the criminal §s sure to be nabbed. In
fact, for that matter, oflicers of justice anght board
the vessel at Halifux or I'ather 1'oint, and sail with
thar vietim into port. In decreasming the cliance of
cseape—1n making erune wore certain of punishment,
there can be no doubt that the Cable will prevent
many a enime from being committed, and prove, to no
inconsiderablo extent, a torror to cvil doers.

THE CABLE—MORALLY.

THE PROSPECT AHEAD.

1B E prospect thrunghout Canada tor the fall trade

18 very favourable 8t the presenttime,  Fhe busie
ness of the country 1% o a much better pusition than
1t was Jast scagon at ¢his penod.  Afthough wo wero
then begimmming to experience the beneticial effects of
an abundant harvest, still there was a great deal of in-
debledness exssting i almost every quarter. lho
Whoelesale merchants—at decast many of them—iwere
owing balances to thewr Bntish correspondents, the
retaul dealers were very heavily behind o thewr pay-
ments to them, and these, in their tuen, had most of
thefr means locked up in the shape of book debts,
which were owing by numerous custotners willing, but
Waabue to pay. The great buik ot tus tndebtedness
Was cleaied off by the spicndid business duno during

Iast fal), winter and spring, and any traders who may
yct lag behind—who have not shown more abulity to
pay up under theso altered circumstances—are sy far
from the rond to success that they are not likely to re
gain it,

The country, then, had reachad a comparatively
prosperous condition before last winter closed, and its
effect was scen in our importing houres making un.
uenally large purchases of spring goods, So large
were the entries of foreign goods at the port of Myn.
treal, that some jourunls began to hint at intlation
The returns may hiave nflorded some colour for the
statement, showing, as they did, that for the three
months ending 31st March, we had imported to the
valuc ot 5,999,031, as against $2,627,$36 for first three
months of the provious year, being tho large increase
of $3, 471,345, But there was no real inflation. Du-
ing the previous six months, tho stocks of importers
had been reduced very low, and, knowing that money
was unusually abundant smoug tho farming com.
munty, it was wiscly hold that Jarger spring importa.
trons than usual wounld be required for the sapply of
the public. I'he correctness of this view 13 proved by
the fact that o largo proportion of these purchases
have already been absorbed by the public, and with
but little of that trusting of guods on w illing customers
which so uften occurred during less progperous times,

Wiilst the wheels of business were revolving thus
frecly throughout Canada, anothicr good harvest has
been gathered into our barns, It docs not requin
much spegulation to determine what cffect this forte.
ate aircumistance must have.  Had we been stall an the
enjuyment of free entrance into the American mar
kets, it mnust have produced an unusually large zod
profitable fall and winter trade, the healthful and in.
vigurating eflects of which must hase permeated sit
classes of the commanity.  As the circutastauces ar,
wo do not doubt that this sccond year of large
crops.nust Incrense the prevailing prosperity, and
render it mwre durable and winversal,  The expen
ment of partilly chaunging tho market for our bieud.
stufls from the United States to the Lower Provinces,
may Le attended with the diflicultivs common to first
effurts at almost apything to which aftention may be
turned. Thiz may havesome influence upon business,
but that we can find a market, and a profitable one,
too, for all our surplus agricultural products in the
Marititne Provinces, seems now so certain, that we
are warranted in concludivg that any changes made
m our trade will be attended with very little luss, and
10 great amount of troublo and inconvenience. We
Liavo no fear, cither, that the Americans will ccase to
be our best customers, at least for some years to come
Up to tho present time they have continued as anxioes
as ever to buy our cereals at good prices, notwith
standing the duties they have imposcd, which bne
certainly, £0 far, not come out of our pockets. Wk
production increases among our neighboury, and tbey
can, thomselves, again supply all tho breadstufls thes
require, the boot may change to the other leg asre
gards tho duties, and our producers havo to pay toget *
into their market. Bat this contingency is not hkey
to anse tns season at any rate, and, consequently, we
may cunclude 1t will not atlect the benefical nfloerce
which the barvest Just reaped must hase upon the iz
terests of the country,

Thero is another contingency which may partiliy
dim tho prospect a-liead, and thatiz, a Fenian attset
inforco We do not wish toact the part of an alar>
ist regarding theeo restless miscreants, but there isteo
much rcason to fear that bofore the fall elcctions tate
place across the lines, we shall bo attacked by a meed
larzer and better cquippud force than made theat
tempt 1n Juno last. If these rascats, to whom bed
Republicansaud Democrats are pandering for thesale
of their votes, were to make a stand in any part of e
Proviuce, it might necessitate the calting out of a ant
of the Sedentary Militia, which would scriously ister .
ferc with tho business of the country  Wo fear thest
rascals are more numerous than is generally suppes
and bring divectly enceuraged by leading Americs
politicians, their next attack may bo fur moro scrie
that many imegine QCur Gosernment should kit
no stone unturned to make our defensiso arraeg
ments such that anything like success on the part
the Fenfans will bo alinost impossible. Any meser
spent to attain this end, will be well spent, ford
Sweeney and his fellow-rufliavs do not succeed inmst
ing alodgment, the business of the country «illpotte
seriously intcrfered with.

Taking a0 s all, the prospcs a-head is favoorbk
Tho propie gencrally are nut much in debt, and the i




