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SUPPLEMENT TO “ OUR MISSION UNION.”

:

your manuscript if you have any), stand up and preach
right at the people for twenty or twenty-five minutes.
Then have an after-meeting, and ask all the friends who
would like to become Curistians toremain.  You will find
in a httle while a good many non-church goers will be
drawn in. Now, this is not a visionary scheme. A friend
of mine was called from the west to goto Worcester, and
take charge of one of the oldest churches in that city. At
the end of six months he wanted to leave. The officers
were surprised, said the Church had not been so prosper-
ous for years, that people came most three miles to attend
the morning service. He said hedid not complain about
the Sunday morning services, but it he could only get one
congregation a week, there was not work enough for him
—he wanted an audience in the evening. They wanted
to know what they shuuld do to keep him. He exaplained
his plan and they let him have his way. He got a chuir
of fifty voices, and_put them down cluse to the people.
Then he wanted the officers of the Church to be round
the door to welcome strangers coming in, give them seats
and make them feel at home. He wanted all the pews
made fiee. He wanted them to go into the streets and
gather the people. It shocked some of the people very
much to think of an old rich church like that going on
the streets, but they liked the preacher, so they went
about the work. That was four ur five years ago, and
last month they toid me that for four years the church
had been crowded every Sabbath night.  Too many of
the churches seem not to say, ** Come in and be saved,”
but “ If you stay out you are lost.” The mission of the
Church is to seek as well as to save.  You must go after
ther, and when you get them in you must make them
feel at home. I du not think peuple knuw how strangers
feel when they cume into a church and sit in some one
else’s pew. I believe thi> 's what keeps a great many
people away from church. I went once to see & man
whose wife had been converted and tried to get him to
tike a pew and come to a certain Church. He said,
“Oh, the pews in that church are too high, and I am
not going to sponge on any budy else for a pew, [
do nout want my preaching for nothing.” I reasoned
with him. I afterwards saw the minister, and found
that the cheapest pew was forty dollars a year. That
was a little too mach for a man out of work ; but finally
I got encugh subsuibed to pay half a year's pew rent
for a fifty dollar pew. But 1t is a little too expensive
work bringing poor men to church at the rate of fifty
dollars a year. It strikes me that we might have at least
every other puw free. Do not m.ke the pvor man sit
behind, and the rich mansit in front.  You cannot reach
people in that way. There is a good deal of pride in the
human heart. .\ stranger once walked into a pew. The
owrer came in and p.ssed him a little note, “ I hire this
pew.” The man wrote back : “Do you ; what rent do
you pay for it?” Hereplied, “ seventy -five dollars ,” and
the stranger wrote, ** I think it is a good pew, it is worth
it” Thatis just what he ought to have done. 1 think
the time has come when we need a revolution. If you
look cross at a stranger in your pew you will never see
that stranger again.  Itis a good thing to have a com-
mittee round the door to meet strangers and give them a
good pew. Shake hands with them ; make them feel at
Lome.  Sonce people cculd be reached in this way better
than by avermoen .\ minister on. e preached an eloquent
sermon on recognis g cur friends in Heaven. Some-
body expressed a hope that he would preach one on
recognizing all owm friends on earth.  We have got toen-
courage the strangers to come and bring the children with
them.  There are a great many mothers in this city that

have got no servants, If they come to church theymusy T
bring their children along with them. I do not see \\h‘!mtl
the cooiny of a little child should disturb the people an §s t
more at church than it does at home. What would you fuec
lhome be without the babies ? Some of them haveygont iner
and how solitary home is. Sometimes a mother will wal
perhaps a couple of miles to church with the baby, anghev
after a while the little one will get tired and cross angand
begin to cry ; and then it always pains me to see thiut
other mothers in the church turn round and look cros
At one of my Liverpool meetings a woman came in witfo
a baby ; the child got restless and cried, and the woma nd
colored up and prepared to leave. I said, “ Don’t go{ we
let your baby cry, if it cries { will talk louder. So shd we
hushed the baby to sleep, and as the service went on shiest ¢
became impressed, and great tears trickled down on thany |
little child. When the time come to close, and eigl !
thousand people began to sing, the child awoke zm%uhc

began to cry again. A great strong man rose and saiggnd
% Give me that baby and you go into the enyuirers roois{5anl
He took the baby and walked up and down the aisle wigpl 1u
it. The man did not look as if he were used to it, buthnd
did it well. She found Christ there, and <he will nevebre

forget that act.  Get the mother into the Church, and @nd
any old crusty bachelor does not like it, let him go sorpnot!
where else. That is how to reach the non-church goerjray
“ How can you get the children to come to churchgwo

I think I have answered that. !Dr. Bonar, of Glasgodit w
always reads what he calls the children’s “ portion,” arfl'ha
you ought to see the children straighten up when !$om:
{ comuts to that, A minister in our coun.ry has a “ pockeris nc
' for the children in his services, and when he opens tidt is
“ pucket” the parent, wake up the children. The papray
ents take just as much interest as the children di:is L
I'eople say children “do not understand.” I used :goge
tell my mother that there was no use in my going 1§our
chuich because I could not understand the sermon ; bign ar
she was wiser and kept me going to chuich. Whena jvill
left home I said, ““ Now, I will have my own way,” anthat
I did not go to church. It was the longest Sunday I evigver
spent, and I did not stay away from church again.
had got into the habit of going to church, and that is t!
benenit of sending children there. If the ministers woul
only preach a little to the children, the old people wou
copy it teo. Let them step out of the pulpit once injur
while and talk to the boys - they like to be noticed, aoice
that is the way to make them come again. R

,  Next question : “ Does the bapti-m of the Spirit comho
scparately after conversion?” If people lo k for thd ch:
| anointing for service it will come. You will find thualt. T
ands of Christian people that have no unction, no powgome

| for service The reason 1s, that they de not look foriled;
and pray for it. I think it is separate from conversiorporti
“What do you think of sacred concerts?” If yand e
have a praise meeting in the church and get peop'e ; Th
come together and sing old and new hymrs, you will idonve
lterest a great many people that will not be interest Ce

in a sermon. 1 think these hymns can be used to reai®t y«
a grcat many hearts, where they cannot be reached dhou!
; the gospel, no matter how simple cr practical.  Amwalow t
I do not sce why it is not as scriptural to sing the gospfood
as to preach it. I consider this singing in an unknosir yc
| tongue an abomination. You go into some churckéhem
| where the music so covers up the words that you can:fb wo
| tell what they are singing. Sing plainly. In our Londiecp!
| missions the boys were whistling our tunes on the stredrst i

in a week, and the hand organs and band had got thedas

Itis a great thing to get these gospel songs into Ugerha
| homes of the common people. roice
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