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futher was-coucerncd-in tho affairs"T-have. just
describéd, The description given,-too, of the
principal burglar tallied well enough- with -niy
" remembrauce of the ruffian Kite; nnd added
to this,“wns the previous appearance oi‘ the old

bullad-singer in our part -of tho-country. It|

scomed all plain to e now. The regularly
organized community of evil-doers hud fixed on
this -distant-spot for their winter campaign;

~ had commissionod the wretched old m1n to ob
-tain-needful-information of available points of
4] attack—un officefor whicl, alas! be wastoo well
J| fitted by long Habit and-inclination; had prob-
ably furnished for him means of more expedi-
! tious transport from and"to headquarters- than

__his own bodily powers: could: have furdished;
and had taken care to providesuch retreats for

themselves, -with other appliances. for bafling |

_-the pursuit of justice;as long experience wonld
suggest.  Looking at it llms, it was no longer
a-wystery to me tlut the nefarious p\:ms of thc
houscbreakers- hud been 8o far successful:

~ Ineed not describe the agony these thoughts
produced in.-my wind; and -the attempts 1
wade to cscape from' their obvious conclusions:
Oh, what-would T-not have given, if tho “niost

-~ coatly gilts had boen at -my. disposal, to have
bocn assured that I-wronged my unhappy pa-
rent by these suspicions!  And how mouraful-
ly did I-regret that my-futher-had ever sought
-and made hunsclf known to me!  Aun orphan
condition would have been comparative bliss!
I was worse than orphaned.

“You_have done right to tcll me ol' these];,
-suspicions of yours, Rokmd said Mr. Siw-
-monds, when I spoke-to him on the subject;
“aud it seoms likely enogh that they are well
founded. And-you thmk that wo have to cx-
poct 2 visit from these people before they-leave
this part of the couatry?’ )

I am-afmid we ‘mast, §ir,” sid_ 1, remem-
bering theinquisitiveglances cast by the old spy.
over the asmailable parts of the house, and
knowing that he_had ample means-of finding
out tho-woakuess of our garrison.

4] think so too,’ -said Mr.-Simmouds, pale

_ and-trembling with apprehension, (I have inti-

ho, no »1* exclaimed my- mutcr\ohemcmly,
“T'will_not have ticn in-my-house; they are
not to be trusted, Roland,  You- are the ouly
one- can’ trust and I wori't have anybody clse
about me.’
T-expécted this; for-it-was one of my -poor
master’s funcies that every person -he‘employed

it did- thcn, that he hid madea solitary excep
tion in-uiy favour ; and couldsee that even my |

went his Jcalous suspicions of -my good fuith, %
+No, 0, "he repeated more calmly,* I think
that you and I should be a match for the- vil-
tians, if they come; and open enemies arc bet:
tef than false friends, ch, Roland 7'
T'would do what I could, I said ; bat if" the’
wen were the- gang T- ‘supposed tlxcm to'be,~
1nd, indeed, judging by what they alrcady’ had
Jdone, whoever they might bs—they wero vety
desperate villiaus mdccd -And- would -it not|-
bo well to writo to Mr. thhard (my-cuiploy-
er’s son), and ask-him
-+ You don’t know what 30:1 are talking sbout,
Roland,’ said Mr. Simmonds, hastily,-and:ve
lapsing into his previous ucrvous excitement.
Do you think I would expose my déar boy to
such danger as you-scem to-fear? Ny, uo;|s
we will: ba a match for them; you arc mot
afaid; arc you?® he dc.m:mded, speaking wore
harshly than he had ever before spoken to -me.
It was mpossnble to. -mave Mr. Snnmouda
{rom hu -determination; and thus,, wuh -0
hum:m protection against the detigns of w Ackcd
men, our small houschold sc.p.:ratcd and retired
mgbt -after m"bt—thunkful every. succeeding
worning_ for anolher day’s reprieve drom tlw
foars which had baunted our very dreaws, -
Moeanwhile, however, tidings of -tlc outrages|™

*1 have fiot cared to dwell upon the cceeuriicl-
11 s of-my kind employer; and.1 will not do'so
wow. "Butsome of my readers may remember:a
somewhat similar justance of mental halluciaation,
in the case of the fRev. Nr. H e, who, though yos-
seg3ed of large propersty, and living in . 1.rge ;nan
e!on, could a0t bz prevailed on to Keep more than
one ¢ vant of c:ther sox ; and who was 30 painrullv
suspicions even of ﬂu:ru that-he- m:urely Tocked

mated that ‘he was both timid 2ad-hypochon-

drixo); ‘and 1 don’t know what-I had better|

ao A

| Would it not bo well to let the groom and;
_gardencr -slecp in-the-houme?' I auggem.d

| “and if you would not ‘mind tho -expense, sir;
it xmght be prudent to cmploy-a night-watch-

. man for-a- fcw “weeks, till_these alarms bhave oq
: *pulcd away.'

tben wp_every night, Jeat they should be tempieit to
rob uim, and perhaps mucder lim for tie 3ake of lis

had base desizus on, not only his property, but}
his life ; -and it scems as strange to-mo now ag|

proposil, natural as it was, excited for a mo-|.

chamber of my muster;. and by tumultuous.

I havc descnbs,d -seached tho cara-of-Mr. Ri- |}
chard.;-and-it was sonexrclicf to e, -at least,.
when he -unexpectedly made his appdatauce,
ucoomp.mxcd by- a servant, and declared- his.
iutontion ‘to femain at Templeton-Lodge for
the protection of his aged futher, until tho
cause for alarin had been removed..
* emmashd
CHAPTER XLV~

SLOPPY STEVENS MAKES HIS LAST ADPPEAR-
-ANCE~—IGNOMINIQUSLY:
“That same night I was aroused from the

first refroshing sleep I had had for many pre-- §
ceding ones; by the violent_ringing of-un alarw
bell, the cord of which I kuew-to bein the

sounds from the lower part of - the house, close-
|ly. followed by the shricks of the.two. feunale i
servants; who, | like we, had “been thus sudden- I
ly. awakeuned, )

It wus past widnight, dark. and stormy.
Wind-hewled in-and umund the chimineys, and-
{ucavy rain rattled agaiust tho casemcats of the ‘(§.
old -wausion ; but nbme this pcaecful din T}
could dutm"msh voices. ;

I sprang from my- hcd bewildered; “Ta- -ano- {§-
ther-mowent I had’ lusuly cast ou some of my
gartments,. and was- groping wy way down “the- |
dark staircase. At -the first lunding place I I
ucarly stumbled-over a- wan, who was crouch-
ing, n8 it sccwed, against the wall, )

¢Js.it you, Licigh ?° gasped he. It was Mr.
Richard's- servant, who, -the prev ious cvening,
had been rather Joud-in his boastings of \\'lut
hie wonld do if the house were :xttacked

“Yes. What is the matter? What do these
noises mean ? :

¢ They “have got- in; and they arc mur—

mur—don’t goawuy from me; if you go down,

|you'll-be mur—n.urdcted té0,’ he cried, tum.

bling uo]ent]), nud clinging to me: but 1
brolu. from his_grasp.

Thc noise appeaved to Come from Mr. Si-
wond’s chamber; and as 1 hastencd toward if,
it became " wore loud and distinet. 1 could
now not only dwtxnmxsh voices, but T kggw
thcm aud I kbow-nct now- whether-my blood
more’ eurdlcd with foar, or-boiled with- mdng- 1w
dation ; they were the voices of Kite and Slop*

10 Stc\ cus, raised in- thrcats of fwl’ul uuporz x|

wealth. * Tle lost bls ife," says-his blographes.- - iz
the - t‘ollowmg extrav-dinary - manuer. “Going one
‘mutplog-to le
fine narrative, n
llng t his dogfuwned upon him wdden\y, and threw
+him intos pond: -The-servants_beard him call-for

assistance;-but, being-lscked upy they-could ant
belp their master, and ho was accordivgly drowaed »

t out ‘lli ery n’l. \\'ho accoxdiug 0 n];lstcr’ cnmuun
mt have slept-Ta-a detached balld: and-of bxs 800, sbouung for assistance. Thiéa

There were other voices, too--thosc of my poor:

thiere was 2 scuffle; -and, beforo T could rcach
{the spot, the souna of 3 a pistol.
| Irushedforward. 1 claim no crédit for ex:
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for forbearanee -and mercy, |}




