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FA GIRLS' LB

Girls' Cltib"-- cauglit thle %%lords paitited
tipon a window in Bleury street.

-Wlîat is it ?" 1 enquircd. '' Mnlstrea-l
Girls' Club and Lunich Rooml," answered tlle

11Wlîat ks its puirpose? 'e Well, chielly
ta supply hiot lunches to girls employed clown
in the city ait the lowvest possible rates."

4That's good," I said. '' Wve sned just
such, an institution in, Taronto. uncler mvhat
auspices is it? '

IlrThe lady graduates of McGill University.
But, suppose wve arrange ta take lunch there
to-niorroiv ; theu yous can mccle sonie of Ille
club mnembers, ask all Ithe questions you
choose, and sec for vourself Ille mannes- in)
%vihich il ks C- hucted."

I gave cor Itl aissent, and lit noon an the
followvingý day we \vere seated ait a littie table
in lic hlnch molli, chiattin- wit a sweet-
faccd H-ighi School teachier-one of thc
- yotlier.; " of the inistitutionl-and wvatching

the scelle.
Toa casual onilooker il would seeni mutch

like an ordinary restau~rant of the incxpen-
sive class, wvith m.i absence af niirrar, plate
gmlass and gilding, and on!y Ilhe simiplest kisid
of table service.

But a dloser observer would detcîa differ-
ence. Truc, there were thc ustial iurnishings
of simall tables and chairs, a iew plants in
the bg- %vindow and a kindly-faced cashier lit
lier dcslc by the doar. B3ut Ilie girl custoiners
inoved about with a campanioniable littUe at-
home air ; they wenit quitly up ta tie servinig
caunlter, ask-ed for whiat tlî'y wanted and
carricd it ta thecir chcseîi table ; aftcrward
îliey lifted tiîir erapty dishies and return-sed
iliemi ta Ille couiner before le.'viing.

Yoi ]lave na wvaters," 1 s.iid.
No," iswered tlle leacher, smiiling, ''w.e

ovrk on cconosiical lises, yau perceive."
And do the girls not abject to waiîing-

upon tteei*ves?
Nat at all, silice %we ail take a turiî. comi.

IIp ta thc militer anid sec."
Tle serving couilter separ.ates tie llîich

rtioni front the kitchien. l3ellind il stood tivo
or tîhree swrect, rctined, preltily gawîîced
womien, ladies ii Ille best sense of ie terni.
A%' eachi customler gave lier arder, tliese
pretty %vaitresses turned la tlle big ranige, on1
whîiichi staod panls af mnat asid v'egetabl es,
illed the plate vith meat, poatlas and whlat-

ever else mnighit be ardered, and passert it
across tie cotter, wi',îh tlie clîectc. Thie
girl custanier carricd il ta lier table ;-îîd sut
down ta cîîjay IL

Il w~as recallv nice ta sec thîis little kitclien
and watcli the serving. The anc w'annn
cook wvas busv at a table, wvhiilc a mani sicur
ait biand washied tse disiies ais fast as îlîcv
were cîutrried. And thie yauîîgr servitors-
thiese cldrscreinied girl s-served so
quietly, iii a ... miner sa different froni thec
Sl-ap anîd bang af the ordinary waitress.

Nawr, wliat wvill vois hiavc? ', caîiîielnted
tosc little niadni. Il Let us ardcr aur lunch,
and talk as wve cal.' Site li.uidcd nie tIe
litîlc bill of fare for tlle day. whicli 1 repro-
&îIcc in mil

S.îî-Vrnccli........ ....... .......
Menti andiItle-IO% Recr, Cnsauîd Ilecf

inp tte~......... .........
\*i.itt.llc-Cahhai.gc......... .. ........... c

Brcad and [;inter (iwat- ,.lkii, je..t..... ... .. .e.
Tc;%. C.atTc<', M.%iIk <Buîtermik, î<.......... .
l1cklc.ç-M.ýixcd.......................e
Fruit-Figs, 1lenclicq. Primes...... .... ..... 3e..
Applcs.......... ..... ........... ..... sc.

Wc gave aur order, carricd it back ta aur
table and rcsumned thîe discussioni.

Il a are those swvect-faicecl %v'itresses ?"

I qucried.
IUniversity girl graduates," anls\vcredl

Isly infiormanit, lacoliically. I laid dowii iy
fork and lookcd at lier.

«Do you men ta tell nie-?
Il'Vil tell you aIl about il frontuis!u begimi-

iiing," said tlie lady-and tlîis is Ille sub-
stance af lier telling,,:

Four years ago, a group of tlle first girl
graduates af McGill University, having- couic
ta Ille enîd af four years' hîappy conmpasiaon-
slîip, dccided tliat llîey wanlcd soiie tic Iliat
\votild liold theni still togetlier lin friendlv
relaîiois after their dispersion frontî college
halls, and for this purpose îhey iorirled. Osentu-
selves mbit ait assý ciatiou called the c McGili
AluuîuîaŽ Society.

No\v, a sacicty, il it is ta reniain alive,
nitust have sanie purpose aîid active %%ork;
s0 looking about tlueni, îlîis band ai culturcd
girls decided tiat îlîey %vould endeavor ta
miake and keep a place-were it c.er sc. liunî-
ble--wlîere tiîeir busy dowîi-town conipan-
ions iii shiops, stores, offices and clsewlierc
sI'.otld be able ta gel liao, inid-day lunch
for Uhils mallodest possible cost.

First thcy Ihired a sniall cottage iii a ccei-
tral district at $12 per mionili, and two or
tlîrce wvent gtlarantee for the reîît. TVieil by
private nîotes wriîten ta a few frieuîds they
received sufficient contributions ta forni a
littie furnislîing fund. Dislies, furnituLre anîd
kitcliet uitensils ivcre supphied.

NextIllie girls founid a iliddlc-agcd nuarried
%vna ta be cook aîîd caretaker ail i one,
and then tlîey cacli in turn uîîdcrtook, ta b'e-
zonie respoîisible for tlie buying.

\Vc verc ecdi caterers for our siew
fanlily a iloni1i ait a tinie," mvn informant said,
Iaugiiîig ; '' nd we' also arrangied ta take it
in turn tas corne down betwecn tivclve anit(
tvo cach day ard attenid ta the serving-
ta v.hicli mile wvc stihl adliere."

''Then thiat accouinîs for tliose youing
ladies in thie kitchien," 1 said.

1 es ; tlil mo mlenîibers of thîe society
uid'.4.rtak\Ie il in tlrn, two Cach wveek. it
Imlans tv"' !ours ia tlie iniddhc tif eci day
but tl 'y give i' \illiigly."

On thle opening- day wve bcgaiî witl tlîrec
custaniers," catiiiied aur infornmant. '' As
NVC aîny pr-w'idcd hot tell and caffe, wvill
sandwiches and Iiiiis, nillier Il mîarketing
nlor serving wvas vcry onerous ait irst. But
soan %ve found thatIltle girls prý,férred Ilia
soup, aîd aftcrwvard îlîey askec for mnt anîd
potataes. Tie sandwiches wcrc expetisive,
traublesanie ta prepare and nol vei y salisfac-
torv. \Ve fotnd iliat aur girl cuistoiers
really desired ment aîîd v'egetables ; Sa that,
step by stelp, we* cxtended aur bill ai fare,
until slow wc cati -rive tleie a lmaealcqual ta
aî simple diiîni.r, as.1 Vou e, if they desire il.

'T%%-a ycais tÎo, wvc faii. aur accons-
siadatian too Ii-iited, and alter soiin.i nxious
Iliauglît dccided ta rent îhîis place.

IDmîring hIe past ycar we have been ablc
ta furnishi the four lipstair rok-ns, auJd lley
airc retiîed ta a fewv oi aur girls :ît law tes.

"Tleiiclnc roami lia% heen i ust lou. N Cars
iii existence, vois say, and vois beigan wviti
tlitrcec ustonier.-la'îin i.' a .w

WVe average aiîc huîîidrcdl girl cusioniers
a day," tiisvered 'Miss Armîstrong froms tlle
desk.

Il'oli'll Ila-ve ta elîlarge your preniises
soomi,'' conînîcmîîcd hIc li ttle' imant, Il or
iinve agai."

Il T % ircally %cîndcriul Ille ilamîner iii
whvlîi aur litile beguiilias Ile,.eveloipet,"
said thie Hligli ScIaolI teaclier.

IBut the girls wce lcast cxpcîcd, and

%%ould liardly hiave dared ta caler for, czine.
The girls iii offices and stores--steiiogr.ttli-
ers, clerks auJ teacliers. Our custiiers caoi-
sist altogettier ai tlîis class, anîd t hev are s0
Iîice anid take suich iltercst iii tlle succcss ai
tlle %vorhc, thal tlîev doli't iiuîid N%'ai i ng an1
thlielves atal"

-' lii the first pîlace, i said, Il there lire lia
dowui.îownî workers w~'io uîeed a place af this
kind sc0 mlucli ais girls iii ollires, %v'lîere aIl
day1) lonig Ille) aire ii tlle Comîpany ai Ille
opposite sex Tliey are ghad ta gel awav for

Iu our. They' -lre equally glad af 1ic liai
dlimîier ait a cost colîisunsrate with ilicir
incidest lirses. Amui, cliiefest ai aIl, - t11,23.
realize that this is licitlier a1 clipap restaurant
sior a1 place ai patroniage; for wvliere uuiiver-
suty girls couic to ser% e, anid ofien ta take
tlîeir ow'n lunlcl', tIlic girl customiers radier
enjaov lndîga hcelpiîîg hiaid anid Ivaihiing

IVes, and them tlle *.irls tlieniselves rily
be miemibers of Ilie socieîy. WNC have grad-
ltae iîîcîibers-tliase are Ille umivcrsitv girls;
reguhar ticiibers-anty st:lf-sutpportiilir girls
who choose ta joi uis ; anîd lîoîiorary mient-
hers.-you inay ucaîinc aus lioîorary mieliîber
by payiug uis ?ive dollars. WVe have regular
meetings, and Ilie girls hiave a vaice lis all thal
us decided tipati ; %v'e gel nîaîîy ai aur be:t
ideas front our girl custaniers.

IAnd latehy we hirstarte(l litîhe evening
classes in nmsîc aîid physical culture. We
hold theni here in this rom. Quite a ui-
ber ai Ilie girls coule ; and we are nmakiîîg
suicli pheasant little fricndships wvith cadli
allier.

IBut il is ahI1 very simîple and plain ; %we
-ire omily maoviig v'cr3 slowlI' aix, i eIiîig aur
Nay,'' sie added, hiall ap)oltgetire y

IOnly very iipl--s. Yteý lie fact
reiaîistlial omie huuidred uîicc girls arc ,ettiiig
a wvarii diniier everv day, wlîîle a littIe .vorld
of vouîig wonsieui af variauis social grades
-tri- lielii bravvhi, ta.veîher iii a straiurbîiar.
%vard, frîcmnhly, conlluioni sense wvav, wvitliout
questioni af patronage oir position."

'I Onie athier question." 1 %vlispered, u:oîfi-
deîîtially. 'l Are )'on paying expenises

44 Ves, and w' la% ie dollars in Itle
batik, "aniswered t his eairliesî mîiîibcr. ''Oîily,
remieilber, we wvork vcry ecosioniicalhy."

IFiftv dollars in tic bank, sucli a price-
list ami tie bill af fître, and anc liuîidred girls
supplied dailv. Tlflak ai it, Toroito womnî !
Is il nol spheîidid ta sec %whîat a few wviole-
souled girls wIlîo are naît afraid af wvark cati
accompli.hi. And thec secr-et ai thîcir success
:s iii thîeir siliple, tilicoisciau.us Carlnestiess
and siîîghcness ai purpose.

It w~as nearly twao o'chock, -nd anly onie or
two laIe cuisîoîîers Iiiigered . MVc carricd aur
dlishies back ta Ilmiliecnter and hoaked ov'cr
aur chîecks.

1i10asI bice andh Paî-ýtes. S etzits -, quiect
of puddinîg, tliree ents ; bread and blutter,
two cents ; cul) e. coffee, two cenits-total,
thirleeti ct ts ; 1tic cost of a vcry substaiîîial
and satisfactory nical.


