
40 CHURCH AND HOME.

somne of the iiembers of Session, by
being called home, decided to elect
four men to the office of Eider, which
wvas done. They wvere ordained
this; winter.

We look forward to a better year
-to better wvork this vear than be-

fore.

The following is an extract frorn a
letter ivritten by Mrs. Isabella Bird
Bishop, to the F. M. B. of the Pres-
b)yterian Church (North) U:» S., and
w'hici ivas placed hefore the General
Assembly to show the great rmeed of
the Corean people, and to awaken
au interest in them.

Muich good work is being doue
here, but the work which lias inter
ested me most is the work at Pyeng
Yang, wvhere 1 speni a wveek seeing
and hearing, a great deal of it. The
class of men from the village wvas
just being heard, and tlieir narmiations
of Christian wvork being doue in these
places bLy those wvho were scatiered
abrôad by the war, are most woiide*-
fui. Requests are daily coming from
v'illages at great distances for Christ-
ian teachinig, which canmot be met.
1 attended one of the meetings held,
with, these village nhen, an d was de-
lighted with it, and also with the ser-
vice for the large budy of catechu-
mens. Somec of the notoriouisly bad
characters in that niost wicked city
are so changed as to, be a wdonder
to their towusmen. The wvork is
growving daily and is only hindered,
for qwait of 71',orkeis. The dispen-
sary had been only opened, for three
days, yet, on the day 1 visited it, tivo
hours did not suffice for seeing ail
the patients. On ail] sides, and in
every formn the work is increasing and
it is lamentable to hiave to refuse so
inany earnest petitions sent iii foi

teaching 1 have been rnuch mnoveci
by the piteousness of Pyeng Yang,
four fifths of which is nowv buit black-
ened ruins-and its opening to the
Gospel. Who knows how long this
may last? I made an earnest plea
flot for one but for twvo wvorkers to be
sent at once, deeply spirittual men,
earnest evangelists and loving. Thé
need is great and pressing. In rny
present jouirney of twvo years 1 have
flot seen so prornising a mission
field as this province, except Ch;nese
MNanchuria. A great and effectuai
door has been opened by the war
-but doors sometimes close wvhen
men are flot ready to step iu. 1
make no apologv, for arguiing inly
plea so strongly.

I must mention that I attended
another meeting the list night in
Pyeng Yang, of a rnost deeply inter-
esting character, when live men who
had corne in the afternoon to ask for
Christian Tea-chers gave an accouint
of hiow the interest had arisen in
their villages. One sorcerer brought
his instruments of sorcery to Mr.
Moffet, rnany others; told of die
number who had given Up devil
worship in their villages. When Mr.
Moffet told ihiein that I was going
to write this letter, they gave, wihat,
1 can only cail one ur.animous shout!
and then one man offered earnest
prayer for its succ -ess, *a"nd asked. that
'vind and sea mighit bear it swiftly.

As I looked on those lighted, faces
so différent from the ordiriary apathy
of the Korean expression, and on
sorne now' washed and sanctificdi
Svhorn 1 had been told 'vere a-
mong the vilest of men in this vilest
of ci'ties. I feit that the old atid oft
decried Gospel of love, judgmient to
corne, love, atonement and forgive-
ness bas lost nothing of its transforni-
ing powver, bÙt that it is stili the
power of Goci to salvation to' every-
one that be]ieveth. I hope soolz
( for the cauise is urgent) to hiear


