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Religion’s ray no clouds obscure —
But o’er the Christians soul

It sheds a radisnce calm and pure,
Thougl: tempests round him roll §

His heart may break *ncath SOTruW’s strolee,
But tc its latest thrill,

Like diamonds shining when they’re broke,
Religion Ilph!s it still,

OHIC%!NAL DE AI&”"\m‘\T.

ON INSTRUMENY AL MUSIC IN Sa-
CRED wWOnsuip.

{P'o the Editor of the IasTRUCTOR.]

Dean Sir,

Before proceeding to a further discussion of
this subjecy, Tshall, by way of recapitulation,
mention o few factsy which are of themselves
softicient to set the matter at rest¢and put C.
R. to silence.

Ist. Our Lord never gave a command to
use iustruments f music in Divine worship.
On the contrary, by saying that they who

. worship Gud, must worship him in spirit and
"in truth, he seems to intimate that ail such
trumpery must be laid aside.

24. The Apostle Pauly though he gives the
Joest minute directions reiating to other things

yet he no where commarded any of the
churches to ¢ Praise with the sound of the
trumpet. ard with the psaitery, and harp,
Psal.~150, 4, His views on this subject are
well known— ¢ Sea¢ with the heart, and with

. the understanding’— *s1XG with grace in the
- heart, &c.' St. James also saith, *is any
. merry, -let him siNg psalms.*
34. The primitive Christians did not use
them— por were they admitted into the public
.+ services of the chuvch till the fourth century.
... How is i} possible they would he so blind to
. c-Quty, as- {0 omit what some find so plainly
~1sommanded. [¢ amountsto nothing to say,
. . that it, was because of persecution— preaching
the gospel, equally, pay more, exposed them

to dangcr. yet did they, never for a moment |

* Shribk rrom %uly. Singing was just as dan
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gerous—-yet Paui and Silas, lhough incarcar-
a!edjin a ;mson, ¢ SANG praises unto God, ’s0 |

that the} p?xsoners heard them,

© “Respecling ' that téxt in 2d Chron, about

-~ 2 whieh € vhueh Thus been said, it is_plain tha
’mﬁ){ﬁg ‘satisfatfory ean be proved frqm it

eithar by Lzra, or Fsdras, and it is wol
kuown hovymany foreign seatences huve crey&
inte the Sacred text, by compiling and tran.
scribing ¢ as energetizid, or to render the
sense more complete. Tlere areseveral things
t00. to be considercd in relation to the pas.
sage in question, which ought, I think, to
mske C. R. suspend his judgment a little
langer. Let him remember, that the copy
of the Hebrew bible, from which the Log.
lish and Freuch translations have beea wale,
is not the original copy. I.et him sivo re.
member, that the Syriacand Arabic versivus,
being productions of the 21 and 3d centuries,
~:ay be supposed to be transfuted from older
MS3S s and that they are a great, and ac-
knowledged, help to commentators in elucids.
ting inany passages in our English versians,
otherwise obscure and difficult.  Let him, too,
reculleet, that to this pusage there i3 not a
parallel ia the Law and the Proplets. Now
fook at the verse itself 3 take away the intere
polation ¢ so was,” and may not ¢the com-
mandment of the Lord by his propbets,’
refer to the purification of the temple, aud
what is related from the 20.h verse—then turn
to Ist Chron. 28, 3, *Moreover, four thou-
sand praised the Lord with instruments which
{ MaDpe, said David, to praise therewith.'
Here the provoun ¢ 1’ is emphatic.
But we are referced to the Psalms, and pare
ticularly to the 1530th. By adducing dfis as
an argument for instruments! musics C. R.
proves too much. In this-Psalm. the kipds of
instruments to be used are specificdy tam
afraid it will be difficult to ascertain what kind
they were. Here, too,we aretold that heisto
be praised in the dence+ David himself fas
set the example, and the wise man saith, there
is ‘a time to dances’ It follows, then, that if
Christians obey the commands, and follow the
example of David, they shall, whea they wor-
ship. play on instruments of music: a choir of
four or five thousand will -not be too many,
the more the better; in addition to this they
shall praise by dancing ¢ perhapsafter all, the
ceremonies of the Jumpers is not quite 8¢ une
scriptural as we imagire

To be more_ scnous. lL is plaxq tbxs psalm
.and many passages | xp the old testament of the
same imgort, apply exclqsnvely to the Jews
L lt might s, well be contcnded that, Chnst;:rt
9ught to submn to (h rm.- of c:rcumcxs:om

The Chropiclex ave werely a compilation

becatise it was pracuced umong that patios
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