
DOMINION DENT.\L JOURN,\L

fore discussing this point and otiiers if eqrual importance. I wish
to iake a few general reiarks.

SuIICCCSs in inlav operations caniot lie obtained w-itlout thc
exercise of gond sound judgmnt as to where this class of work
is indicated, for it is my opinion that faillures in a very large
number of cases are due to misjudgmcnt in ilbis respcct, and a
consequent lack of skill t do the operation well. While the por-
cclain fihlng restores a caries-in(ccted tooth not only to its original
strengtli and utility. but also to its original appearance, it cannot
in all cases he cailled the " ideal illing "on account o tch destruct,
ibility of the ceientts wc have at our disposa.l but, for all that,
we have aIll comne across ' the othier dentist's " gold fillings whose
life is a great deal shorter thlian een a poorly made porcelaiti
filling. ieh ideal and life-long filling is yet to be discovered, but

IBrmy lieheve that in a great nmany cases a porcelain hlling vill
save the tooth for a longer time and look iuch better than the
average gold filling.

I amn not here to-night advocating the uiversal use of porce-
lain as a filling naterial, for. as I said before. it has its pliace but,
gentlemen, the time has coie wh1en inlays arc a necessar part
of ani up-to-date practice, and the soolner wC learn to do ithei the
better. To mv iiind, the iost conspicuous error in judgiient
is to atteipt to fil an approxiial cavity wlere sufficient space
lias nuot or cannot be obtained, or the cavity that extends vell
unlder the gulini e where evervone knows lie would never be sure
of his mnargin. il this latter case, the difliculty mnay be overcome
by restoring the decayed cervical portion with gold or high-grade
gutta-percha, and then muaking the inlav il the usual way. TIen,
also, too small approxiiiial cavities are attc pted. Now, as to
the bodIv we shall use: 1 sec no ladvantage ii usinîg a low-fusing
body. Its low-fusing point is certainly no advantage when we
have suchi excellent furnaces at our coimailnd, wlîich will fuse
standard, high-fusing bodies in froi on1e to ten minutes.' It is
certainly most difficult, and next to impossible, for the ordinary
man to do contour vork wvith it, but for ordinary flat fillings,
wlierc no contour is required, very nice worka can be done. 011
the other hiand, higl-fusinig ) body gives us a better collection of
shades, is much stronger, is less iable to deteriorate, and will
stay where vour brush puts it vhien attempting contour work.
If lowv-fusing bodies are the correct thing to tise in porcelain vork
of any kind, \h'îy (o not the manufacturers üse them in tleir
manufacture of teeth? We hear some say they are unable to
get good edges by using platinumi foi- a iatrix. Platinuim foil,
well annealed in a furnace, is just as easy to work as gold.
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