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THE COLONIAL CHURCHMAN.

in his Diocese. ‘The approval required should there-
fore have been in the conjunctive instead of the al-
ternative. ‘There are besides, in the present cir-
cumstances of the Church in England, some peculiar
reasons, not unknown to that part fo the English
public who look sharply at the conduct and bearing
of the English Bishops, which render it far more de-
sirable that with a view to an uncompromising support
of the true doctrines and discipline of the Church
of England, the choice of missionaries should be
left to the approval of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
or some other Bishop of our Church, rather than the
Bishop of London. And if the Bishop of the Di-
ocese has not a power of rejecting, or removing a
Missionary, sent by a Society so constituted, it may
be apprehended that under the operation of the 4th
Regulation, much mischief may sometimes be done;
for according (o its spirit, it would only be in the
caseof a grave or palpable charge against a Mission-
ary, and with the consent of the Socicty, that he cyuld
be removed by the Bishop. Here is a source of]
probable danger, or probable mischief, to an undefi-
nable extent. What will a society, which may con-
sist, in a large proportion, of half or whole dissen-
ters from the ghurch of England, consider to be a
grave and palpable charge against a missionary sent
out by them ? Is there any thing short of actual
immorslity that is likely to come under such a de-
scription in their view of the matter. And yet,
how much damage may be done to the Church, and
to sound reli§ion, by the innumerable shades of ¢ an-
Jractuosilies,

ly ! Are these to be left unchecked, except with the

consent of a Seciety whese local habitatien is in Lon-

don. Trueitis, ‘ and pity ’tis, tis true,” that
the Colonial Church is in that strait, that it cannot
dfford te repudiate any aid that is rightly and rea-
sonably offered to it. But let me ask the well inten-
tioned, zealous founders, or gatherers, of the Upper
Canada Clergy Society, this plain, siwple, search-
ing, stringent question ; why did they not join the
Society for Propagating the Gospel, on condition of]
their contributions beini limited to the particular
object they profess to have in .view ? Was it not
because they wished te be free from certain restraints
in the selection of their instruments ;—and to eend
Missionaries of a peculiar school ?

¢ These queries and hints will not be without their
application, if a Provincial Missionary Society should
be formed in Nova-Scolis and’should seek to piace
“itself in connection with the Upper Canada Society,
(if the objects of that should be extended) or with
any similar association that may be formed in the
mother country. In such case, I should earnestly
urge the maxim, sfare super vias anfiquas,

one to set out with, and to follow. There are two

ancient Societies, one of-which is wholly, and thel

other in a subsidiary manner, devoted to the pro-

(to use a phrase of eold Johnson,)—of]
fanaticism, wrong headedness, presumption, and fol-
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“THE OLD PATHS ;¢
THE APOSTOLIC CHURCH.
By G. Boyd.
“Thus saith the Lord : Stand ye in the ways and see,
and ask for the old paths ; where is the good way and walk
therein, and ye shall find rest {or your souls.”’—Jer. vi. 16.
1t only remains that I now point out how the
‘¢ Protestant Episcopal Church is identically the
same church as the Aposiolic, and has been perpetu-
ated in succession from the apostles’ time. The re-
semblance of this branch of the christian church, to
the apostolic, canoot fail to have s'ruck the reader
all along.
Tae ¢¢ Church of England,” was founded in apos.
tolic timnes, and existed in Great Britain long Yefore
thers was any coanection between it and the Church
of Rome, and ertirely independeut,

Clemens Romanus, the same whom we have al-
ready quoted, so called fo distjngu:shed him from
Clemens Alexandrinus, the companion and fellow la-
borer of St. Paul says, ¢ that St. Paul preached
righteousness through the whole world, and in so
doing, went to the utmost bounds of the West: an ex-
pression (remarks the editor of the Churchman, to
whom I am indebted for many valuable selections upon
this branch of the subject,) which is equivalent to
Britain, and similar to that of Catullus, ¢* Ultima Or-
cidentis Insula.” Arnobius also speaks of the Britains,
¢ As the bounds of the gospel to the West.”
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wes seen in Britain, as well us Mauritania.”

places which proved impregasbleto the Romans, hut
were subject toChrist.” And a little after, he sa
¢ Britain lies surrounded by the ocean. The Mauri
and the barbarous Getulians aretblocked up by the

their countries. Aod what shall we say of the Ro-
mans themselves whe secured their empire only by
the power of their armies; neither ara they able, with
all their force, to extend their empire beyond those
nstions; whereas the kingdom of Christ and bis name
reaches much further. Teis every where believed
in, and worshipped by all the pations above men-
tioned.”

Chrysostom too, a native of Antioch, who became

Bishop of Constantinople, and lived in the fourth een-|"

tury, one of the most illustrions fathers of the Chureh,
speaking of the Christian religion in Grest Britain
says: ““ The British isles situated bayond the sea,
and lyingdn the very ocean,have felt the power of the
word, for churchesand altars are erected eventhere.””--
Again, “ How often in Britaio have men eaten the

as a good fegh of their own kind? but now they refresh their:

souls with fasting.” .
Eusebius, the same as before referred to in his
‘third book of evangelical demonstration, having

Origen likewise says—* That the power of Christ

And Tertullian, in the second century, syreaks « of

¥ S,
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Romars, for fear they should extend the {imits of

pagation of the Gospel in these colonies ; and I do papeq the ¢ Romans, Persians, Armenians, Psrthi-
conceive that whether we look to their constitution gns  Jndians and Scythians, (adds) that some passed

and objeets, or to the experienee of a century and a!omn- the oceaw t» those which are called British ig-

half, we may safely say that en none other founda-
tion need any man, or any other Society in the Bri-
tish dominions, build any further scheme for advanc-
ing that Church, of which Chrict is the ¢ chief cor-
ner stone.” To them, in their several spheres of ac-
tion, it is no disparagement to any Society to be af-
filiated and subordinate ; and in them will be found,
while the Church of England stands, a steady regu-
lating prineiple and power, which will restrain, modi-
1y, or render innoxious, the eutbreakingsof urtem-
pered religious zeal.  These things, as you know,
are far removed from my ordinary range of action ;
but they have long and frequently attracted my at-
tention and thoughts, amidst very different employ-
ments ;~—and I am quite .cenvinced,‘that in these
American colonies especially,—abounding as they
da in a rank growth of multifarious enthusiasm and
dissent, any new missionary society, professing to
be for the Church of England, whether formed in No-
va Scotia, orin England for colonial missions, will
be unsafe in its progress, if not placed in early and
close connexion with the authorities and the other
Established Societies of that Church. This may
shock the large liberality of those who deem every
new bustle in religious matters to be, as if ex v ter-
saini, good in itself.”

lands;” and St. Jerome gives a similar account.

From these -authorities it appears, .

1. Thut the gospel wes preached in Britain in the
times of the apostles. '

2. That it was presched there by some of the a-
postles themselves.

3. Thut St. Paul wus one of the apostles who
preached it there.

Bishop Gibbon says, ¢t From these authorities,
(especially that of Clemens Romanus) it follows not
only that the gospel was preached in Britain in the
times ofthe apestles, but that §¢t. Paul himself was
the first preacher of it. This is further confirmed by
observing, thut from the time of his being set at li-
berty, in the fifth year of Nero, to bis return to Rome,
were eight years which the ancient writers of the
Church generally agree were spent in western parts;
that having taken leave of the eactern parts, and
assured them ** they should see his face no more,”
it cannot be supposed that he returned thither, but

torian, and not a Saxon,) * The gospel was here re-

* Concluded,

that he employed his time in planting the gospel else-
where! and thst Giidas saith, (an ancient British bis-!

ceived before the.fatal defeat of the Britons ofAntoni-
us Paulinus, which was the seventh oz eighth year of

Nero, that is the third or fourth of those eizht yesrs
which ancient writers say St. Paul spent in the wedt-
ern jarts,’”

So early as the year A. D. 175, Lucius, a kiag of
Britain, and several other kings were numbered a- -
mong its converts. This was only ten years alter
the wmartyrdom of Polycarp. Of Lucius, Archbishep
Parker says, * Through the instrumentality of British
Christians, he ‘became imbued in Christian doc:rine,
and resolved to organize bis kingdom en the Christi-
an model.”

In the year A, D. 314, at least three of the British
bishops were present at the Coumcil of Arles ; the de-
crees of that council having been signed by Esorivs,
Bishop of York—ResTtiTuTUs, Bishop of Londen—and
Averpurus, Bithop of Colchester. Upon this fuct,
Bishop Stillingfleet remarks that it was customary
‘“to send but one or two (bishops) out of a province
wheie they weré most numerous,” to attend a couns
cil. And that these churches were acknewledged to
ba apostolical, is plain from the fact that the British
Bishops were admitted to a seat ; for according to
Tertullian, the spostolic character of » church de-
rended upun its being able to trace the ‘‘ succession
of ts bishops from the apostles.”

*“This council of Arles affords conclusive proof {re-
marks the editor of the Churchmsn) not only that the
British Church was st this time iodeperdent of the
\jurisdictien of Rome, but that the figment of papal
supremacy was equally unknown to the continental
churches. At the present day, it is accounted a dis-
tinguistdng prerogative of the pope to confirm the
decrees of a council, and without such sanction, the
decrees are considered invalid. But the council of
Arles, at which the Bishop of Rome was not present,
did not defer in any way to his avthority, and appear
to have been entirely unconscious of the prerogative
which, in later times he has ventured to arrogate.’”
The bishops assembled at Ailes, after rassing the de.
crees among themselves, by commen conseut, and in-
dependently of the Bishop of Rome, inform bhim as
a brother bishop, of what they have done, and ask
him, not to confirm them, but only to publish them.
- Quaadecrevimus communi concilio, charitate tuce
significaremus, ut omnes, sciant quid in futurum ob-
servare debeaut.”

After this, the British Churches were repretented
at the council of Sardics, in the year A. D, 847, and
at the coungjl of Ariminum, A. D. 359, ‘
In the year A. D308, St. Hillary, being banished
into Phrygia by ‘the emperor, published his book.
“ De Sinodis.”” In the beginning of this book, *“ he
salutes the Bishops'of Britain among the rest of the
prelates of Christendom, and complains a little that
the distance of place and the disadvantages of banish-
ment, bad barred him the satisfaction of receiving fre-
quent letters from them. After this compluint, he
congratulates their orthodoxy, and that they had pre-
eerved themselves sll along from heretical infection.”
(Collier Ece. Hist. vol. 36 )

It was pot until A, D. 595, that Augustine was
sent into Britain by Gregory the Great, Bighop of
Rome; and even then the idea of any supremacy over
otber Churches, was expiessly condemned by Gre-
gory bimself. Before this time,. John, Bishop of con-
stantinople, had assumed the title of Universal Bish-
op, " Gregory, in his letter to the Empress Constan®
tia, inveighs agsinst it as great pride and presumption
in his brother and fellow bishop, John. In another
letter to the Emperor Mauritius, he says, * I am hold
to say, that whosoever uses oraffects the style of Uni-
versal Bishop, has the pride and character of An-
tichrist, and is in some manner his harbinger, in
this haughty quality of mounting himself above - the
rest of his order. Ard indeed both the one and the
other seem to sy it upon the same rock. For as pride
makes Aotichrist stiain his pretensions up to God-
bead, 8o whoever is ambitious to be called the only
lor universal prelate, prefers himself to a distinguishing
superiority, and rises, as it were, upon the ruins
lthe rest.””  Again, * I begof you” (he says to Eu-
|logius, Bishap of Alexendrig, who bad saluted him
iwith the title of Universal Bishop,) * not to salute
ime in such langusge for the future, for by giving 8-
nother more than belongs to him, you lessen yourself.
As for me, I ath but a brother of the order. Neithel
do 1 desire to flourish in respect but in behavior : nor
do I reckon that an honor to myself, whichis paid me
st the expense and preiudice of my brethren. My 58
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