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authority they cani pî:ead, is the law or usage of ilcir resrcetive churches.
The Divine authority of that title i, vecy questionable, which irvolves
practices so grossly unscriptural. To suppose that the scriptures require
such maintenance, wijheut pointing out the mode of ils oblainment, is
extremely ab Wr. We question the Divine origin of a riglt, iequiring
such nuserable human expedients to suppor t it; a right, restrained within
no defined limits unherever it has been recognised ; a right, sanctioning,
in almost every instance, ail that avarice cai obtain, or muisguided ge.
nerosity grant. None should admit as Divine, n ithout careful examina-
tion, a claim so undefined in ils lhmits, so fostering to the covetousness
of the carnal heart, so liable to be turned ta an instrument of oppression,
and so opposed, in ils general application and tendency, to the nature and
design of the religion of Jesus. To concede this assumption to the
advocates of Estab!ishments-thle very assumption which rendered them
first nccessary-is to concede, not only what is not true, but ta furnish
them with the only argument which they have used with any degree of
success in the present controversy. 'l Le antecedent question, of the
RIGHT ta maintenance, falls ta be discussed, before resorting ta human
expedients ta obtain il. We deem il premature for men ta " bite and
devour one another" respecting iîow and by wno;i a stipend is ta be
paid, tl once it is proved that a s.ipend is necessary. That su( h main-
tenance is uniscriptural, unnecessary, and inijurious ta the best interests
of religion, we trust ta make evident tg every unprejudiced mind: and,
the more effectually to expose this fallacy in its progressive stages, we
proceed ta prove, that the popu!ar practice of making classical learning

requisite qualification fur preaching the gospel, and discharging pas-
toral duties, devolving the whole edification of a church upon a
single pastor, relieving church members front contributing to its public
te :ching, devoting pastors wholly ta their office, and maintaining
them in respectab liy, at the church's expense, is diametrically op-
posed ta the precepts enjoined, and the pract:ce exemplified, in the
New Testament.

Before examining the scripture proofs, it may be necessary ta make
a few preliminary remarks to illusti-te and es ablish the authority and
binding oUgation of those precepts, and that example whcli we mean
to admit as proof, and maintain ta be binding on this subject.

When Christ Jesus had finished the redemption work of his people,
le commissioned his Apcstles ta go into ail the world, and preach the
gospel ta every creature, teaching them ta observe ail îhings, whatsoever
lie had commanded them. (Math. xxviii. 19. Mark xvi. 15.) To bear
up their minds under the trials of this undertaking, and, as a guarantee
of success ta them in the execution thereof, le gracionsly vouchsafed his
presence ta be always with them, even unto the end of the n orld. To
fit them for this important work, they were Divinely qualified upon the
day of Pentecost, with such an abundant portion of the extranrdinary
gifts of the Spirit, as enabled them to preach the gospel in ail the neces-
sary languages, and guide them infallibly into ail truth (Acts ii. 1, 14.
Luke xxiv.49.) Thus, divinely comnissioned and divinely qualfied for
the important work of establishing Messiah's kingdom, and introducing
the Christian dispensation, they w ent frith ecry wl herc picachirg the


