NORTHERN

MESSENGER.

SCHOLARS NOTES.

(From the International Lessons for 1878, by. Edwin
W. Rice, as wssued by American Sunday-School
Union.)

LESSON XIIL
Marcu 31.1

[About 975-642 B. C.1.

REVIEW.

DAILY READINGS.—M.—2 Chron. 12 : 1-12, T.—
2 Chron, 20: 14-25. W.—2 Chron. 26: 9-23. Th.—
Prov. 16: 7-25. F,—2 Chron. 29: 20-36, Sa.—Deut.
80. S.—Eph. 2: 1-18,

e sl sl D sl

GOLDEN TEXT.—When they in their trouble
did tarn unte the Lord God of Israel and sought
him, he was found of them.—2 Chron. 15 : 4.

CENTRAL TRUTH.—The Lord punishes the
perverse, but forgives the peunitent.

m, .

TIME.—About 333 years (9756 B. C. to 642 B.C.) From

the divigion of the kingdom to the end of Ma-
nassel’s reign.

COUNTRY.—~Judah. CApITAL, Jerusalem,

RULERS.—Fourteen (13 kings, 1 queen) ; 7 did right and
7 did evil *“ in the sight of the Lord.”” Of the good
kings, 6 reigned over 25 years; ouly one of the
wicked kings had as long a reign, and 4 of their
reigns reached a total of only 16 years, or an averago
of only 4 years each; 10 of these 14 rulers died a
natural death, and 4 died in battle or by violence.

“ ISRAEL" (as the northern kingdom was called after the
Atvision) had 19 kings during this period. Of these
19 rulers, at least 8 died violent deaths, and not one of
the 19 appears to have walked *in the law of the
Lord.” In the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah,
« Israel’” was attacked by Shalmaneszar, king of
Assyria, and in the bth year of Hezekiah’s reign and
the 9th of Hoshea, king of “Israel,” Shalmanezar, or

. fargon, his sucoessor, took Samaria (capital of “‘ Is-
rael”) g fter a three years’ siege, and carried the na-
tion into a captivity from which it never returned ;
henco they are sometimes spoken of as ‘“the lost
¢(ribes.” The colonists afterward peopling the terri-
ritory of * Israel,” or this northern kingdom, were
called Samaritans, and of their character it is said
¢ they feared Jehovah and served their own gods.” 2
Kings17: 82-41. They tried to serve the true God
and worship idols algo. See also John 4 19-28.

PLANS FOR REVIEW.—Reviewing is not simply going
over the lessons rather more hastily, but in the same
manner ag at first.  The grain that has been well cut
and bound into sheaves does not need to becut and
pound again. But the sheaves may need to be
guthered into shocks of 10, 20, or 50 gheaves, 80 that
it can be quickly seen how much the field Tras pro-
duced, and that the grain may be protected in storms.
So the review goes over the lessons to gather the
knowledge already reaped, and bring it into bundles
for better storing away in the mind’s garden for fu-
ture use. Am orderly plan of review is, therefore, of
importance.

One good plan for review of this history of Judah would
be to divide it into periods by the religious revivals, a8 :—
1. To the revival under Asa, Lessons L-T1T.
I1. To the repairing of temple by Joash, Lessous IV.-V1L
I1L To the revival vnder Hezekiah, Lessons V1IL-X.
1V, To the repentance of Manasseh, TLessons X1.-XIIL

Or another plan would be 8o to group the lessons as to

enforce the Central Truth of the Review.

= IR
GOD TEACHING JUDAH.
() BY MERCIES, i.-vii.

2 BY JUDGMENTS, viii.-xii.
9 o

A ohart of the lessons may be made on a large coarse
sheet of wrapping-paper or on a largeslate. A scholar
wall find the work of writing out such an outline chart a
great aid in fixing the facts clearly in mind. His chart,
when completed, may present the following grouping of
the Jessons,
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Having his chart complete, and beiug able to givo the

next take areview of the facts of thig period by

1. INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS.

Tar tmme covered by this history ¢ The number of

rulers of Judah during this period ? How many kings?

The name of the one queen ? The great event wiih

which this period begins ! Cause of the division?

Tur ¢ouNtry ruled over by Judah—how large? Ifs

capital # Its situation ? The chief towns in Judah ¢

“ IsrAEL” had how many rulers during this period ? How

fardid the territory of ** Israel” extend ¥ Why called

“Jsrael” t  What city was its capital? When de-

stroyed ¢ By whom? How was the land afterward

repeopled ¢ 2 King 17.

OTHER NATIONS noticed in the lessons—name them.
Which were the most powerful of these ¢ Which the
oldest ¢

II. LESSON QUESTIONS.
How did God teach Judah—

(1.0 BY MERCIE®.— What king attacked Rehoboam ?
Why } What prophet gave Rehoboam the cause of
the attack? Why did God spare Rehoboam %

Asa’s character ! His efforts to remove idolatry ¥ By

whom was he attacked ¢ How delivered

Tur CoveENANT, why renewed ? Atwhat place ¥ By what

offerings ? To whom? What merey was granted to

Judah ?

JEHOSHAPHAT'S PROSPERITY, why given? By whom t

His efforts to remove idolatry ? To spread a know-

ledge of God ?

JEHOSHAPHAT REPROVED, for what? By whomi His

efforts at reform ¥ Who were appointed to aid in re

forming the people? The instructions given them ?

JEHOSHAPHAT HELPED, by whom ? Against whom?

When 7 The speech of Jehoshaphat to his army ?

Who went before the army ? The manner and result

of the battle ¥

JoASH KEPAIRING, whose house ! How was themoney

to be raised therefor ? The amount of money gath-

ered ! The feeling of the people in giving 1

(2.) BY JUDGMENTS.— UzziAH’S PRIDE PUNISHED

where ¢ For what 1- How ¢ By whom was he with-

stood ? His temper under the reproof ¥ How long a

leper %

AMAZ'S PERSISTENT WICKEDNESS, against whom ¢ How

punished ¢ By what kings? How * rumed” ¢ His

greater sins ¥

HuzuKIAW’d GooD REIGN, by what judgments prompted?

How does he describe those jndgments 7 His orders to

avert them 7 To restore true worship ?

HEZEKIAH AND THE AssYRIANS, the cause of thelr strife
The aim of the Assyrians ¢ How known to Hezekiah !
The added threat? The character of the letters sent !
To whom did he carry them all? The judgmenton
the Assyrians ?

MANASSEH BROUGHT TO REPENTANCE, by what judg-
‘mentt The offact of the judgment on him ? The an-

store God’s worship? How God teaches us by this'
history #

& &
MERCIES AND JUDGMENTS.
IMPROVED, BH‘NG SALVATION,
ABUSED, DESTRUCTION.
7] &
LENSON XIV,
Avrin 7.1

JOSIAH’S EARLY PIETY.
ReAp 2 Chron. 34 : 1-8. Rzcire vs. 2, 8.

DALY READINGS,—M.—2 Chronm. 384 : 1.8, - Ti--
2 Kings 22: 1-7. W.—1 Kings 13:°1-10. . Th—~—1
Sam. 8. F—Deut. 9: 16-21. sa.—Luke 2: 40-6%. S.—
Ecel 12.

&

[About 639 B. C ]

: S
GOLDEN TEXT.—Remember now thy Creator
in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come
not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt
say, I have no pleagure in them.—Eeel. 125 1,

CENTRAL TRUTH.—Youth is the time to seek
éthe Lord.
: &

Conxrcrep History.—After Manassel’s death,Amorn
hig son, succeeded him ; reigned twaq yoars ; was assassin-
ated in his own house by conspirators. The people in
turn slew the congpirators, and made Amon’s son, Josiahy
king ; Psalm 77 and th> prophecy of Habakkuk are re-
ferred to this period. 4

To tuE ScHOLAR.—Josiah is peculiarly the model for
young men in training for high and regponsible positions.
He sought his father’s God and walked in the right path.
“ Ho looked inward, looked forward, and looked wpward.”
—ddam Clarke,

NOTE *.—Jo-si/-ah (Jehovah heals), the sixteenth ruler
of Judah ; reigned 81 years (639-608 B. C.); destroyed
idolatry ; repaired the temple ; caused the law to be read i
celebrated a solemn passover; was slain in battle with
the Egyptians at Megiddo, and buried with great lamentia”
tions. 2 Kings 22-23 : 2 Chron. 84-85. He was predioted
by name 330 years before his birth, 1 Kings 13: 2.
Groves, the Asherim—i.e., pillars and trees conscerated to
the Pheenician goddess Asherab, called also Ashtaroth and
Astarte. Ma-nag-seh, E'-phra-im, Simle-on, Naph/-ta-U.
As Simeon was the most southern and Naphtali the most
northern tribe, while Epbraim and Manasseh lay between,
allthe land of Israel would seem to be included. The
kingdom of Israel bad been destroyed by the Asgsyrians
(721 B. C ), but the idols remained, and there Was & rem-
nant of inhabitants 2 Chron. 34 : 9 to be brought back to

Title, Golden Text, and Central Truth of each lesson

the worship of the true God, Mattocks, maunls or swords ;

swer of the Tord # The efforts Manasseh iiate to Te=L]

without hesitation as rapidly as he caun speak, he may | the mpre probablo rendering for the Hebrew translated

“witlh their mattoeks” is *“1n their ruins.” Sha/-phan,
the s«ﬁibo—i.c., royal secretary, or ‘“secretary of state.”
The office was important, and involved very eounfidential
rclutiims with the king. Scribes, as a regularclass, came
in abont this time. 2 Chron. 34 : 13. Three 6f Shaphan’s
sons, Elagah, Gemariah, and Ahikam, and one of his
grandsons, Michaigh, are mentioned in the book of
Jeremiah.

EXPLANATIONS AND QEUSTIONS.

Lesson Torics.—(I.) JOSIAH SEEKS AITER Gob.
DrsTrRoYS 1por-Gops, (IIL) REPAIRS Gop’s House.

I, JOSIAH SEEKS AFTER GOD. (1.) Josiam, see

Notes. (2.) DECLINED . .., TO THE RIGHT HAND NOR TO

rur Lerr, kept in God’s “ strait” path; only uged of

this one king; claimed by Job, Job 23: 11, and the

Psalmist, Ps. 44 : 18, compare Deut.5: 32; 17:11-20;

28: 14. (8.) IN THE EIGHTH YEAR, when he was sixteen

years old.

1. QursTioNs.—How many kings had reigned in Juduh
before Josiah ¥ Age when he began to reign ? Length
of his reign? Between what dates? (See Notes,)
His capital? His character? Walk? Conduet ?
Foree of the commendation in the last clause of v. 2.
How was this enjomed in Deuteronomy ¢ By whom
practised ¢ At what age did he begin to seek after
God 1

11, DESTROYS IDOL-GODS. (3.) IN THE TWELFTH

yrAR, when he was twenty years old, and perhaps  came

of age.” The prophet Jeremiah began his work about
this time, Jer. 1: 2; Grovms, Asherim, pillars and trees
of the goddess Asherah or Astarte; CARVED IMAGES, of
wood ; MOLTEN IMAGRS, cast, of metal. (4.) IN HIS PRE-

SENCE, under hig oversight; IvAGEs, sun-images—i e.,

pillars or statues erected near or upon tho' altars, and

consecrated to the sun-god Baal. These idols had been
rearod by Manasseh, destroyed and restored by Amon,

Josiah’s father, 2 Chron. 33: 8, 13, 22. (5.) BONES OF

THE PRIESTS, either the bodies were taken up from

the graves, or the priests were then seized, put to death

and their bones so treated. (6.) MANASSEH. . . NAPH-
7AL1, put for the whole land of Israel. The kingdom of

Israel had been destroyed 721 B.C., but the Assyrian

power was now weakened, and the remaining inhabitants

might acknowledge the authority of Josiah; MATTOCKS,
seo Notes.

IL. Questions.—Age of Josiah when he began to
destroy idols ¢ What places were first purged ¢ Of
what ¢ Meaning of “ groves” | What altars were
broken ? What done with the sun-images? With

(IL.)

established ¢ Special reason for burning the bones of
the priests ¢+ Into what parts of Israsl did he
carry hiy work § Condition of Israel at that time %
Destroyed how long beforet Now under what gov-
ernment ?

I11. REPAIR3 GOD’S HOUSE. (8.) SHAPHAN, see Notes;
THE HOUSE oF THE Lowrp, the temple built by Solomon.
No record is made of any repairs since the time of Joash

Jehoash (2 Kings 12: 4), some 230 years before.
Yo three men mentioned were a sort of “ building
mmission.’” o ki R e

1. Quesrions.—Age of Josiah when he set about the
repair of the temple? Names of the three commis-
gioners ¢ The office of each ? By whom had the tem-
ple been repaired before? Give an account of that
repairing, Of the present one. ;

What facts in this lesson teach us—
(1.) That children should begin to serve God while

young !
{2.) That the traly pious will desire the repair of
the house of the Lord, both materially and spiritually ?

(8.) That every one is to do hig part of the work just
where God puts him? i :
T —————
THE SPRING AND SUMMER CAM-
PAIGN.

We hope to have a very great increase in
the circulation of our papers this spring and
summer. The indications now are the most
fayorable ; those, who through bad roads or
‘hard times did not renew their subscriptions
in December and January are doing it now.
The times throughout the country are imprev-
ing, and, further, every day’s returns show
marked increase over those of last year. To
take the tide at its flood and give a new im-
petus to the work, we will accept half yearly
new subscriptions to the Wrexry Wrryess till
further notice for fifty cents each. This we
could not possibly do in the winter months, as
ten the stress on the clerks is too great to
permit them to attend to the great number of
short-date subscriptions which might be ex-
pected. We willalso continue our prize list as
herctofore, in the hope that every new sub-
scriber who takes the paper for six months
will renew at the erd of that time, and thus
we shall not be losers by the offer of extra
inducements. In this connection we might re-
fer to the matter of mailing the money. Fifty
cents is a very awkward sum to sendina
letter ; but our friends can obviate the diffi-
culty by always sending in two, four, six,
cight, ten, or some-higher even number of
subscriptions, so that the amount may be
senf in bank notes ; or better still, remit by
post-office order, when there will be no dan

the dust of the idols? By whom had those idols been |

S

ger of loss. Will our friends now go to work
with renewed energy ? Everything is favor-
able. The Wrrness is liked petter *ian ever
before, and is, we believe, improving. The
times are getting better, and everywhere the
signs of greater success are increasing. Can
we not have five thousand new subsciptions,
half-yearly or yearly, in April ?
e
SUMMER SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

There are a large number of Sunday-schools
in Canada and the United States which open
in spring and continue only through ‘the
summer. These should have a paper of some:
kind, and none could be better than the Norra--
&RN MessENGER, which isnot only issued at a.
very low price, but is valuable because of the
very large amount of valuable matter it con-
tains. Omne feature which makes it specially
valuable is the publication of the International.
Series of Sunday-school lessons, thus saving
the expense of all lists, lesson leaves, etc. We
would be happy to send sample copies free to.
any persons desirous of organizing such a:

school.
AT ey

THE CAMPAIGN MAP.

A copy of the map of Canada showing the
counties where the liquor traffic is prohibited
by law, accompanies every number of this
issue of the MgsseneEr. The prohibiting
counties are shown by being tinted pink. Will
our readers paste up this map in some place:
where it may be seen, and also enlist them-
selves in the temperance cause, if they have:
not already done so, 8o that soon every county-
may become prohibitory ones.

e e e,

TWELVE DOZEN FOR A DOLLAR.

‘We have a number of copies of the MrssEN-
aer for January and February of this year on:
hand. They will be sold at the rate of twelve
dozen for a dollar. They will not last long-
“First come, first served.” ‘

e ——

Erps’s Co00A—GRATEFTL AND COMFORTING:.
--“By a thorough knowledge of the natural
laws which govern the operations of digestion
, and by a careful application of
erties of well-selected cocoa, Mr.

vided our breakfast tables with a
icately tlavored beverage which may save us
many heavy doctors’ bills. Itis by the judici-
ous use of such articles of diet that a constitu-
tion may be gradually built up until strong
enongh to resist every tendency to disease,
Hundreds of subtle maladies are floating
around us ready to attack wherever there isa
weak point. We may escape many 2 fatal
shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with
pure blood and a properly nourished frame.”—
Civil Service Gazette.—Sold only in Packets
lubelled—* Jayes Epps & Co., Homoeopathic
Chemists, London, Eng.

Epps h
S elips as

subscribers to this paper wiill
find the date their subscrip-
tion terminates printed after
the name. Those expiring at
the end of the presemnt meomth
will please have the remit-
tances mailed imn time.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

Lisr or Firsr Prizes AwARDED TO ME.
PARKS at the last Provincial Exhibition:—No. 1,.
For the best Porirait unfouched, not less than seven
by nine. No. 2, For best Photogmphie Portraits in

kY.

water color, not less than seven nine, No. 3, For
the best Phot0§1-ap};ic Portrait in Indin 1ink not less
than seven by nine. No,4 Kor the best carte de visite
and Cabinet Photographic Portraits, a collection. No. b,
Kor the best Photographic Rortvait on Porcelain, colored,
No. 6, For the best Stereoscopic Views, a collection.
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25 Five Carps—SNowrLAKE, Damask, &e.,
10 two aliké} with Name, 10e. 25 lovely Bird Cards,
with name, 10c¢; 25 New Year Qards, 16¢, with naime,
post-paid. = Address NANSAU CARD. CO., Nassau N, /.

Tris Macazine (tRE NewW DoﬁNION
MonTHLY) 18 rapldly growing in fuvor with the public.
1ts articles are wel{ Written, and their tone such as to
make the Monthly a-welcome visitor in the family cirele.—
The News. L'Origual.

I'Hi ULuB RATEs FOR THE MiassENG‘:‘EoBc az;eo,
when sent to one address, as follows:— °°l_’ﬁ* 80c.; o
copies, $2.50; 25 copies, $6; 5O copies, .60; 1
dopies, $99; 1,000 Bopies, $200, P Dovaars & Sox,
PuI;)J ishers, Mountreul. .
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