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King Alcohol.
Mr. Thomas Wilson Smith kindly sends

THE MESSENGER.

times he would depart as usual, and return
looking worried and wearied.

Nothing had been said, however, till one
day, at breakfast, his father, after opening
a letter, looked up sternly and exclaimed:
‘Ralph, what is the meaning of this?

Ralph flushed, then went white to the
very lips, but he looked at his father with
o quiet determination in every line of his
face, and his mother, startled, gazed from
one to the other in dismay.

‘The headmaster writes to know why
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had stopped too, and was leaning moodily
over the side of the bridge.

If Ralph could have read his mind, he
would have been wunnerved, for the man
was measuring the distance to the water,
wishing himself in his soul-smart any-
where out of the way. His boy's words
had got there.

Suddenly he felt a hand on his sleeve,
and, looking round, he saw his boy's face
gazing up at him nervously.

‘Dad,” he said, ‘I'm sorry about this morn«

this i Ralph has not been at school this week,’ ing and I'll go back. Never mind the
hich ne g,

g? our &f;swéz s:?: aTS]l:,iZd fgge;y;.as Mr. Connor declared savagely, ‘Where have poys, T'll go baek.

taken from a book of Temperance prosa. Y0U been, 'sirl: His father straightened himself. = ‘Then

and poetry, by Professor Duncan.
- KING ALCOHOL.

King alcohol has many forms

By which he catches men;
He is a beast of many horns,
And ever thus has been.

Chorus.
There’s Tum and gin, and beer and wine,
And brandy of logwood hue;
And hock and port and ale combine,
To make a man look blue;

‘Walking about,
ly.

His father regarded him with astonish-
ment. ‘Well, perhaps you will explain your-
self—if you ecan,” he added.

‘I've had enough of it,” said Ralph, rising
from the table, but speaking firmly and de-
liberately. ‘That boy I brought in last
week told the others, and they seem to
think it a good joke. I’'m not going back
to any place where they make a joke of my
father. I'd punch their heads if it were a

returned Ralph, quiet-

so will I, he said, and in a moment his son
understood, and was aghast at his father’'s
misery.

That was a close talk they had walking
home that day. The barriers came down,
and the father met his son on the level, and
told the boy that he had made up his mind
to never touch drink again. And the pro-
mise to the boy was kept. They moved from
the neighborhood at once, but even had
they stayed Ralph would never have had
cause to be ashamed of his father again.

He says, be merry, for h & sh joke, but the worst of it is, it's trl’xrel.1 %(;)nd e
4 ¥, for here’s good sherry, e to a board school, if -you like. e boys g ’ 3 ;
And Tom and Jerry, champagne and Derrys there, perhaps, are used to it And he Physxcal Deterioration.

And spirits of every hue;
Oh! are they not a fiendish crew,
As ever a mortal knew.

King alcohol is very sly,
A liar from the first,
« He’ll make you drink until you’re ary,
] Then because you thirst.
i There’s rum, ete.

;. XKing alcohol has had his day,

+“ His kingdom’s crumbling fast.

. His votaries are heard to say,-

Our drunken days are past.
5 Chorus.

Nor rum and gin, nor beer and wine,
Nor brandy of logwood hue,

Nor hock and port, and ale combine,
To make a man look blue;

. For now they’re many without their sherry,

Or Tom and Jerry, champagne and perry,
Or spirits of every hue,

s And now they are a happy crew,

As ever a mortal knew.

Before the Boy.

(Charles Herbert, in the ‘Alliance ang
i Temperance Reformer.’)

‘Ralph, Ralph! Don’t go in there!’ called
the mother from upstairs, but the warning
came too late. With the rapid rush of boy-
hood, Ralph had entered with his school-
fellow, son of a neighboring doetor, with
him, and then he stood aghast, for his fa-
ther was trying to rise from the chair, hold-
ing on with both hands to the table.

It was too late; Ralph would have with-
drawn instantly, but his father had caught
sight of his son’s friend, and with drunken
gravity insisted on being introduced. -

‘Ber-ring him in, Ralph!” he said.
_ver’ glad to make (hic) ’quaintance. The
doctor’s  son? Doctor’s shun? Quite so!
Nice boy, ver’! So’s Ralph ver’ good boy.
Dear boy, Ralph. Same school’s you? Ver’
Y,er”kgood school. Take my’d
ard’ And he fumbled in his
money to give them, but

the scene by this time,
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Ralph’s great relief
Jection.

Mrs. Connor’s soul w
dignation, and for the next
was an iciness of speech andf?i:mi:fz:utréicr:
wards her husband that found its way even
to his drugged sensibilities. She had borne
the perpetual anxieties, the constant neces-

- Ubstairs, and to
his father made no ob-

as on fire with in-

' sity of shielding him, that his recent out-
burst of drinking had entailed, but this

flew "to the mother part of her and wound-
ed Her more than allion "I 7o e
But even his wife’s quite scorn might

ege > Was suggesting that _

strode out of the room.

It was a veritable bombshell.

Mr. Connor sat looking after his son in
dazed fashion; then he glanced shame-
facedly at his wife, but beyond the qull
brick-red on her cheeks she gave no sign,
uttered no word.

Presently he said, and there was real
agony quivering in his tone, ‘Poor Ralph!
Ashamed of his own father!’

‘He’d be just as proud of you if you'd let
him,” said his wife quickly.

But he made no answer, only got up and

left the house, while his wife busied her-
self over clearing away with the servant,
torn between a desire to comfort and coun-
sel her son, and the desire not to say one
word that would appear to side against his
father. If your sympathies go out to her,
remember there are thousands like her, who
to keep their children loyal to their fathers,
have to watch warily, yes, and even to lie,
lest the idol of fatherhood be shattered on
its altar, and reverence depart with it.

The day passed slowly by, for neither
husband nor son came in to meals. Mrs.
Connor grew very anxious, but while she
was standing at the window watching the
street, she saw, to her amazement, father
and son coming along together, and there
was that in Ralph’s step that made a strange
hope rise within her heart..

She little knew it, but the earnest prayer
she had prayed that morning for her son
and her husband had been speedily answer-
ed.

Moodily wandering . along the Embank-
ment, the reaction of his determined speech
to his father having set in, and feeling_he
was, after all, a beast to have made a scene
before his mother, who had so much to put
up with, Ralph was surprised to see the
figure of his father himself walking along
with stooping, dejected mien. He at once
followed him, wondering where he was go-
ing to. Many hours had passed since break-
fast, and Ralph was beginning to think he
had better return home for his mother’s
‘sake, but he felt compelled to go after his
father, and keeping a little distancebetween
them, he passed on by Charing Cross, and
climbed up the stairs leading to Waterloo
Bridge. Then he stopped, for his father

The Town Council of Gourock, the favor-
ite Clyde-side resort, has fallen into 'lina
with the other cities and burghs which hava
S0 commendably warned their inhabitants
of the evils attendant upon the use of alcos
holic liquors. The following is a copy ol

the poster and circular that has been is«
sued:

BURGH OF GOUROCK.
Abuse of Alcohol.

&

‘With the unanimous approval of the Town
Council, the Sanitary Committee desire, = in
the interest of the health of the community,
to direct the attention of the public to tha
following statements, taken from the report
to Parliament of the Committee on Physis
cal Deterioration.

(1) The Abuse of Alcohol is a most power-
ful cause of Physical Deterioration.

(2) The habitual use of Alcohol weakens
the health, and makes the body easily sus-
ceptible to Consumption and many other
Diseases. ;

(3) Figures submitted to:the Committee
show that the Number of Cases of Insanity
ils lincreasing owing to the Abuse of Alco-
iol.

(4) Figures also show that the Death-
Rate between the age of 25 and, 66 years—
the best working time in a man’s life—is
among users of alcohol nearly double that
of total abstainers ¢ ;

(6) The drinking habits of parents are
very hurtful to their children. and predis-
pose them to weak health and many fatal
diseases. The Death-Rate among infants of
drunken mothers is 2 1-2 times greater than
among the children of sober mothers.

(6) Evidence shows that the abuse of Al-
cohol leads to the ruin of families, negiect
of work, misery, vice and crime.

Sample Copies.

Any subscriber who would like to kave specie
men copies of the ‘Northern Messenger’ sent
to friends can send the mames with sddresses
and we will be pleased to supply them, free
of cost. Sample copies of the ‘Witness’ and
“World Wide’ will also be sent free on appli-
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OFFER WITHDRAWN.,

Qur free brooch offer has created I::Ft.h o,
s of the agreement, and any sender who has
of mnotification will know that this was be-
incom plete, and did not fulfil the conditions of

we beg to thank them for the
senger.’ We have faithfully kept our part

- not received either the brooeh or a card
cause the information they sent was
tha offer.

interest among ‘Messenger’ readers, and
of Sunday Schools not taking the ‘Mes-

Yl ak . , eceive from our friends names of Sunday Schools
not Y&M‘;gl :ﬁ:“}i Htee Bya @ﬁd:;rmm now recall the offer of a brooch frée for this
oraion, s i s o 4 i ppls o xS sbols I Suacnern, Al
or other pants of th here the great influx of S¢ :
e e b atd ‘gfs:ﬂ‘;r 0'a grcat outlay for papers. vet that, would most keenly
appreciate the good Sunday reading contained ‘n the "NeSSENgOn

have been endured philosophically, for
thousands of men acquire that habit by
long practice, but Ralph Connor, sgen.,
shrank before the steely look in his boy’s
eyes. He was perfectly respectful, but he

¥
sat about with his hands clenched, and Any S te of this parer will be promptly honored, but
~~ never sought to go out. Only at school . from ,tiis‘m : e i ; Gl

: e theoffer is wthdrawn. -
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