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OANADIAN MILITARY REVIEW.

[SerreMBER 18T

From East.to West.

(Fyom a Military Correapondent {n Afghantstan.)

MY DEAR QLD FrigNy,~I canonly re-ccho your wish that you
woro hiere now, though 1do notdoubt for o moment that you would
bo breaking your heart, as 1 am, at tho chnosof aflairs in this
country. Friends write and nsk me toaay what will be tho result
of it all, to tell them what 18 tho best solution of tho Afghan ques-
tion? Every one has now become an upholdor of the Lawrencolan
polley. Butitis too late. NMost of us of that school who raised up
our voices and uscd our pens against any advance into the country
sco noothor solution of tho Afghan qnuestion than a total annoxa.
tion of this huige frontier provinee or quadrilaternl. Thennarchy
and confusion is hopeless, and X sny that just as the murdor of
Cavagnar! was lald at the door of Lorda Lytton, g0 I now hon-
cstly declare that a totnl withdrawal of our foress from cithor
northern or southern Afghanistan will bo a national ¢rimo to
by lold at tho door of thnt Governmeut whioh orders it. No
one appreciates mora than I do the tmmense burden which
would bo thrown on tho-Indian rovenuezs by annexation, a burden
such as India alo.o would find 1t difticult to bear; no ono would
moroe candidly admit than I do—and I laid great stress on this fact
four years ago, when trying In a humblo way to show tho folly ofn
war—that the country can nover support the expense of an army
nceessary to lold it in peace nnd safoty, but at the samo timo I sco
no prospect of any one man befng able to hold the roins of Govern-
or without tho aid of British bayonects. If we leavo tho country,
wo leave cveryone who has givon us the slightest assistance dure
ing ouroccupation, to murdor &nd rapine, and in my opinion.the
British {lag, the British honor of which we aro all 2o justly proud,
wiil e fouled with o staln so dcop and black as to bo tndolible. I
writostrongl asIfaol atrongly. Only the othor day tho Logar
Valley was occupled by o brigado or division of the Xabul army.
Our troops were ratloned -and assisted by the Sirdar oftho dis-
trict  Hardly wore our forces withdrawn than the Sirdar and alt
hls follow rs wore foully masdered, and publiey too, for having
Leen friendly to us. And thig samo fate awaits hundreds and
thousands«, Tome it 1s nwonder that they help us §n any wayaftor
tho public proclamation of our withdrawal. I firmly bellovo thag
ali the peoplo and & great number of the Sirdargwould welcome us
a.conquerors and occuplors of their country. To come to minor
political points, wo have ralsed up, by our own 111-digested polley,
n host of nxplirants to the throne, and have allowed numbers ofr
quite unknown and formosly fmpotent chicfs to taste tho fasoina-
ting swee s of independence.  For months pust those have bcbn
ronming the country and earrylng sword and fire at thelr wickod
will., Wit they quietly aceept a tew Ameer, whoever ho inay bo?
Whereas three years ago thero wero only threo nsplrants-to the
“QGuddee,’” viz: Yahob Khan, Abdoola Jan and Abdul Rahman,
now there arc at least ten.  Of these I bolievo the former to-ho tho
strongest; but, of course, after s murderous treachery he cannot
be altowed to return. Abdul Rahman, I infer, has bLeen too long
away from .Afghanistan to have any real hold on tho pcople. Ab-
duoln Jan would probably have a strong following, butnogenoral
or powerful influence. As for the others we need not namothom.
The hatred of tho English in Afghanistan, fanncd as it by. fanatl-
clsm of thn Moullahs, ias become 8o intenge now that it has bes
come known that we arc about to withdraw from the country, that
we may say tho part of thic Afghans tho strife is a roligious war, to
drive us boyond the frontier. Our forced Inaction all tends
to increase and cnoourage this feeling, and to mo thero seems
to be bt one solutlon—annoxation. We may havo to beat.and
Lrealk up each of theso chiefs In guecession, but there will bo a
1arge proportion of the Afghans—thoso who have helped us atready
and those who would have but for fear of affer consequences, who
will joln our standard at once. For years our difficulties would be
g eat, perhiaps oven the next generation might not sec tho taming
of some of the tribes, but wo should havo saved thousands from a
merellers death, and Xeep our national honor unstained. If I
cou'd only hope thatwe could find n strong man who would give
us some tanzible security for tho wwell-belng and safoty of those
fricndds we loft bohind us, then 1 8ay 1et us clear out of the country
south s well as north as fas as possible, Butl cannot bring.my-
scif to renlize an Afghan monarch true, staunch and powerfal
onough to bo capadblé of carrying out a humane policy. For en-
lightenment wo cannot look. Mercy 18 not a component part of
Pathen nature. Anncxation, with all its ovils, with all itsbur-
dens I8 the only solution posciblo of the Afghan question, as it
now stands in July, 1350. There, old friend, Thave let my thoughts
run away with my pen. When you are readiug this by your fire-
sido 1n Canada, you may have telegrams in your hands proving
how utterly wrong 1am {nall I have written. Isvould agk you to
ieait, Our difficulties begun in 1811, when tho Govornor of India

of tho Afghans won’t accopt, But there, I have bored you enoug)
with my ovil prognostications and becomo verboso into th@l
bargain. Tho numbers of your now military journats renched nff
ell safely and actually—such are tho vagarles of our postal sorvi
—beforo your lotter, 1 think the attempt capltal, and you mut
certainly pluco my name on your J1st as o subseriber. I am 80 gle@
to sco Canada attracting attontion inmoro ways than ono, 1§
me down as one of yovr Manitoban colonists. I shall naver sot If
tn England, and should 11ko to hang up my sword with yours. :

Afghanlstan, 1ith July, 1830

Echoes from the Military Clubs.
(Fyom a London corresponudent:)

Wo are all distressed at the sad news arrived to-duyg
from Indiy, Colonel St. John, Royal Engincors, whg
sonds the telogram from Candahar is anold friend of
mino. His knowledgo of tho country and languagyg
led to his appointment as political advigor to Gonerul
Burrows., It now appoms that the General did not arrivel
at Candahar among the first, but a doctor of tho sumd}
name, Tho Goneral has comeinto Candahar with the rcg
muinder of his Brigade. I kuow the Afghans, and there]
fore can safoly say that no wounded or prisoners need
looked for—all loft behind are slain. .

Tho cause of the disastor would appear to rost withQ
those who loft a brigade of troops 50 miles from thoirg
base, when an army was known f{o be advancing upor§
thoin. With regard to the fight, I do not seo any blameg
to bo attached to any one. The General marched out tof
fight when the encmy appeared in battle avray. This is§
the correct thing in India; to retire is to bring overy
man of the enomy and overy villagor en roufe on onc'sy
back. :
The battlo having bogun, the 36 Afghan guns being]
well managed, and also of & superior ealibre, soon baguw
to toll on our 6 horse artillory guns. Then followed thog
advance of 12,000 men against our 2,500, ending in af
rush of swordsmen. It is said to'bo one of tho most stirf
ring sightsto:séo the onward rush of 4,000 or 5,000 off
theso stalwart hiilamen, exactly as did .the Highlandeny
of old. Tho two Bombay rogiments of Nativo Infantryk
wore shaken and foll back on tho 66th, and it is probable}
tbat in less than five minutes aftorwards a mixed,. con-§
fused and rotreating fight began, ending as wo are told inf
littlo short of a total destruction. :

It is now that the want of » rxailway to Candabar isj
folt. That reminds mo that the Promier of Canada is 1§
London attending to your great railway, the Pacific line.§,
Somo of your people arguc that as this railway assists§
Imperiul interests, England ought to assist in its construc-§.
tion. Nothing could be fairer, and Icannot help thinkingf
that whon the Boyal Defence Commission delivers its§.
finding, that Sir John Macdonald’s hands will be grca:lyf;
strongthened in his arduous task of forming & Company§
for your line, I have reason to bolieve that the Royaljg
Defence Commission will dwell on the necessity of secur-§
ing Esquimault Harbor and the coal mine of Nanaimof
against all comers. It has.lately been pointed out in thep
London press that these yalusble localities are, in fhot,8
the terminus of Sir John Macdonald’s Railway. L boliove§y
that Esquimault will in time become an Imperial stationft
of the groatest importance, and, thereforo, it will have aj
strong garrison and dockyurd, and the coal mines will}
also be protected. To carry out thig, it is plain that tho|
railway will bo of the greatest possiblo use tothe station,
and that tho latter will increaso the value of the railway.H
The one will act on the other in the most boneficial man-#
ner. It is mot cusy, however, to lot ."‘s bo knowu}
through onr prosg, and, therefors, to those who wonld§
probably take shares in the undertaking. Tho publicf

ordercd a partinl withdrawalof tho troops. Lot us sco what will
. —i%eenc? Y on dhathrone anan that two-thirds
]

must be oducated up to the point, and especially in theirg



