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Fromi EaNst.to West.

(Frm a Military Correpom.er in Afghanstan.)

MY DEAn QLD FluXD-I can only re-celeo your wYIshI that yeu
wero liera now, though I do nt. dgubt for a moment that you would
bo brenking your heart, as I ani, nt. tho chnosof affalrs lin this
country. Friends writo and ask me to ay what will be the result
of Il nil, te tell then whnt is the best solution of the Afghan ques-
tion? Every one tans now become an upholder of the Lawrencolan
polley. But it is too late. Most of us otthat scoiot whi rnisei up
our voices and usedourpens ngninst nny ndvaneelmnto the country
sec no other solution o the Afghan qtcîtion than a total annexa-
lion fthibs huge tfrontier provineo or quadrilateral. Thennarchy
and confusion ls hopeless, and I say liat just as the mîtrder of
Cavngnari was laid at the door of Lord Lytton, se I now hn'
estly decIaro that a totnl withdrawal of our forces frein ether
northern or soutlern Atgianistan will bo a national crime te
bu laid at the door of that Governmeut whteh orders iL. No
one appreciates nore tItan I do the Immense burden whlich
would b thrown on the-Indian revenues by annexation, a burden
suei as India alo..o would fand It difIlcult te bear; no one ivould
more candidly admit than I do-an.11 Ilaid great stress on thils tact
four years aga, when tryIng in a humble way te show the folly ofa
war-that the country can nover support the expense of an army
necessary te Iold Il ln pence nndi safety, but at the saine lime I sec
ne prospect of any one man being able te hold the relais of (overn'
or withouit the aid ofBritisht bayonets. If wve leave the country,
wo leavo everyone who bas given us the slighitest assistance dur.
lnug ouroccupatlon, te murder and rapine, and ln my opinion.the
British fiag, the Brittli hoeor ofwhich we are alst justly proud,
wlil te fouled with a stata se deep and black as to b indelible. I
writo strongl as I fool strongly. Only the other day the Logar
Valley was occupied by a brigndo or division of the Kabul army.
Our trools wero ratiened and assisted by the Sîrdar of the dis-
trict lfardly wereou forces withdrawn than thoSirdar and ail
his follow .rs wore foully murdetred, and pnbllty top, for having
been friendly to tis. And this saie fate awAita hundreds and
tltiusand.t. Te me it la a wonder that they help us In any way-aftor
theýî public proclamation o ouir withdrawal. I frmly beltevo that
aIl the people and a great nunber of the Sirdar. would welcome us
na. cuonquerors and occupiers of their country. Te come to minor
poltiLeal points, we have ralid up, by ourown IU-digested polley,
n host ota.pirantsto the throne, and have allowed numbers o
qu te unk noivwn and fornerly impotent chiefs to taste the fascina-
ting uwersotindopendence. For months past thoso have bcon
ronminig t lie country and carrying eword and fire at thir wickecd
w ill. W'li they quietIy accept a. Lew Ameer, whoever lie mnay bo?
Wherens three years ago thcro vere only threo nspirants-to the
" OUddec," ir.: Yahob Khan, Abdoola Jan and Abdul Raliman,
nnw there are at least ten. Of these I belleve the former to-bo the
strobngest; but, of course, after lis murderous trenchery lie cannot
be allo'wed ta return. Abdnl Rahman, I infer, bas been too long'
nway front Afghanistan to have any real hold on the people. Ab-
duola Jan vould probably hava a strong foliowing, but no gonoral
or powerful i nftuence. As for the others wc need net nano thom.
Tie iatrei of the Engilsh in Afghanistan, fanned as it byntnati.
cln of th- Moullah, haq bccome so intense now thal It has be-
coie known ihat we are about to witidraw frein the country, that
re may say thepartof the Afgian the strife sa religious war, to

drive ums byond the frontier. Our forced inaction all tends
tn Increase and encourage .this feeling, and to me there seems
to b tat one solutlon-Antnoxatlon. oV may have to bont. and
breakr up eaci of theso chifs in succezsson, but there will b a
large proportion oftie Afghans-those who havehotped us already
and thbose who would have but for fear of after consequences, vho
w1il Join our standard at once. For years our dliculties would b
goat. perhi aps oven the next generation might net sec the taming
of sone of the tribes, but we should have saved thousands from a
nevelleps death, and keep our national bonor unstained. If I

cou!d only hope that-we coult find a strong man who would give
us home tan.tble securlty for the %evlt-betig and safety ofthose
friendis wc loft behinti us, Mhen I say let us clear out of the country
sonul as wlt as northan fast as possible. But I cannot bringnmy.
sil to realize an Afghan mnonarch truc, staunch and powerful
enough to be capable of carrylng out a humane policy. For n-
lightenment we cannot look. Mercy is not a componcut part of
Pathan nature. Annexation, wiith al ilts evils, Itl al Its bur-
dons li the only solution poscible of the Afghan question, as Il
now stands ln July, 1SS. There, oldt friend, Ihave lot iny thoughts
run awaywith my pen. When You are readiug iis by your flre-
side ln Canada, you may bave telegraras ln your bands prc.ying
howr utterly wvrong ama ini alt I bave wrritten. I 'would askc you toe
wait. Our dlifenities began tn 1811, rhen the Goverior o India
ordered apartial withdirawalr the troops. Lot us sco what will

• - - ' '• throno annn that twuo-thirds

of the Afghans won't nccept. But titere, I have bored you enoug
with my evil prognostications and becomo verbose into it
bargani. The numbers of your now ilitary iournnis renohed n
ail safley and actuntly-suchi are the vagarlos to our pobtal servi
-beforo your latter. I thinic the attempt cnpital, and you mua
certainly place my uaino on your tlst as a subscriber. I am so gle
to sec Canada attracting attontion in mora wnys than one. 1'
nie doy n as one of yovr Manitoban coloni6ts. Ishall never sei i
ln England, and should liko to hang up my sword wlth yours.

Afghanistan, 11h July, 1880.

Echoes from the Military Clubs.
(<ron a London correspnlcnt:)

Wo ari all distressed at the sud nows arrived to-day
froin Indiil, Colonel St. John, Royal Engincers, who
sends the telegram from Candahar is an old friend 
mine. lis knowledge of the country and language
led to his appointmont as political adviser to Gonera!
Burrows. It now appoars that the General did net arríve
at Candahar among the first, but a doctor of the same1
namo. The Genoral bas come into Candahar with the re
muainder of lis Brigade. I kuow the.Afghans, and there
fore can safoly say that no Wounded or prisoners ned l¢
looked for-all loft behind aro slain.

Tho cause of the disastor Woild appear te rest viti
those vho l0ft a brigade of troops 50 miles from their
base, when au army Svus known to b advancing upoz
thotn. With regard to tho figiht, I do net seo any blant
te bo attached te any one. The General marched out to
fight when the enemy npVenred in battle array. This is
the correct tLing in Indià; to retire is to bring overy
man of tho onemy and oveory villager en route on one's
back.

The battlo having bogun, the 36 ha guns being
well managod, and alsO of a superior cscbro, soon hogan
te tell on our 6 horse artillory guns. Then follow'ed thiC
advanco of 12,000 men against our 2,500, ending in a
rush of.swordsmef. Itis said to*be one ofthe- most8tifr
lvirt sights toms0 the onward .rush of 4;000 orT,000 of
.thesi 8t.alwart hiilsmen oxatify us did.,the Righ1andern
of old. Tho two Bombay ro!giments of N1tivo Zantry
Were shaken and fol back on the 66th, and itis probabe
that in less than five .minutes afto0yWards R mixed,. con-
fused and retreating ht bean, ending as we are told in
little short of a total destruction.

It is now that the Waut of a railway to Candahar a
folt. That reminds me-that the Premier of Oanada is in
London attending to yoir great railvay, the Pacific lin.
Some of your people argue that as this railway assiste
Imporial interests, Engiand ought te assist in its con8trge-.
tien. Nothing could hofairer, and Icannot help thinking
that whon the Rrlyal 3D0fence Commission delivers it
finding, that Sir John Macdonald'S hands Will be gr(a:ly
strongthened in his arduous task of forming a Coma D
for your line, I havroason te blioeV that tho _ a
Defonce Commission will dwoll on the neCessity of soeur.
ing Esquimault Harbor and the coal mine ofNaunaimo
against ail Comers. It has.latelybo0n iointed Out in the
London press that theso yaluable locaîtiuS are, in Phqt,
the torminus of Sir John Macdonald's Railway. [ bolievo
that Esquimault will in time become an Imperialsatorn
of the groatest importance, and, thereforo, x. Wiill have A
strong garrison and doeCkyard, an~d the coal mines Wiii
also be protected. To carry ont this, it is plain that tho
railWay Will be of the groatest possible use te the station,
and that the latter Will increaSo the value ofthe railway
The one will net on the other in the most boneficial man
ner. It is net easy, howover, tq lot . s bo knoWe
througl our press, and, therefore, ta thoso who eolud
probably take sharos in the undertaking. Tho publie
must be oducated up to tho point, and especiully in their
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