THE LENQUIRER. 1ia

£y this certainly is but a very weak arguinest agoinst sur Qr.
der ; acandid man, or one not predetermmed to envenom the dart
he meant to throw at au objeet, would ruther have supposed, that
a< the mewmbers of our fiaternity are iu every part of the world so
.umerous, the greatest nwumber of the peisons who had usviped
a power of govermung France, being themvelves masons, and well
acquainted with the salutary influence of a plun which excluded
all political discussion, aud only tended to succour distiess, und
enforce the moral dutics, unght very naturally be led to countes
nance so nnmereus a body of the community, who by their wd .-
pensible tenets were prevented (us @ bod;y) from meddling with
the springs of Government,  But L. M. was, it is very mauifest,
pre-detcrmined to view every object through an wverted mediun,

His details of ¢ horrible ceremonies, imaginary combats, Ra-
binical tales, &c. &c. 1 cannot speak to, as 1 have no Kuowled e
of any thing towhich they can allude ; w0 coutend with him on
this subject, is a gviomacky for which 1 have no wchmation ; nor
is it necessary, as his 1troduction, just afterwards proves that he
is stumbling among the tracks- of impostures, mmong tunciful e
tablishments which have no analogy to, and which derive neith -
support nor countenaute from, genuine Musonry,

The forced and aflected complinent that L. M, then pays 1o
¢ many Masous of this country of approved orality und seuti-
ment,” but ill comport with the jaundiced aspect of the forego-
g part of the essay 3 as 1o ihe second, 1t s aifiicult for us to a;
what inegularity some Lodges (if Lodges) o France may have
heen guilty of : as to the third, wherein e is plessed to give us
Socinus for the founder of our order®, und England as the place
of its ongiu, and to complunent the Breth.en of this nation as the
exporters of 1ts supposed wiehgious and 1epublican, priveiples
into France, 1 shull leave the task of reply to sowe otlier wrier,
For my part, I am heartily tired of the subject, ashamed of having
entered so much at lenugth upou it, zud by no mea - convinced,
that either the book 1 questionis not suppositious, or that I, M.,
15 not huuse!t the author of 1t,

¢ Faustus Socinus, it is to be observed, was born 1530, and died 1604,
now a record i the reigu of Fdward I\, (about 1460,) in the Bodleiny
Library, says, ¢The charges and laws ofthe Frce-masons have been seen
and perused by our late Sovereigu King Henry VI, aud by the lordy of
fus most honourable Coundail, whoe have allowed them, and declared
1hat they be right, good, and reasonable to he holden, asthey have been
drawn vut and collected from  the cecords of ancient tines, oo Ko,



