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would have taken three hours. The entgine is capa-
ble of naking fron 60 to 70 strokes a minute. It is
scarcely necessary to point ont to our readers the
great inprovenient that has taken place in this de-
partnent of machinery. It will b at work for some
mnonths, and we should advise all persons that are
interested in machinery to pay a visit to the docks,
to fori their own opinion of its nerits.-Globe.

THE PATENT WriE TYPE CoMpNY.-It is a some-
wl.at extraordinary circuinstance, that while such
gradual but vast iniproveinents have beeg1 mnade im
the press, the type itself should have been left al-
maost without modification for four centuries. It is
gratifying, however, to find that this evil is likely to
be remedied. A company is being formed for carry-
ing on the manufacture of wire type, which, from its
durability, and the plear and distinct nature of the
letter, must in no long tine entirely supersede the
soft cast type at present in use. The proposed pro-
cess of manufacture is this:-Wire (cópper, brass, or
zinc,) prepared of the proposed size or forn, is rapid-
ly converted into type; the machine straightens the
wire, and cuts it off the required lengthi at the same
moment a steel die strikes one end of the wire, and
raises the face of the letter upon it, wlich, from the
character of the ietal employed, and the powerful
compression to which it is sibjected, is produced of
a durability sixty tiies that of ordinary cast type.
The type is produced at the rate of 100 per minute,
vith little or no waste in the manufacture. Com-

plete nachinery was exhibited in the Crystal Palace,
where type was made and finished in the most perfect
form, and the prize .nedal was accorded to the inven-
tion. In the list of direetors of the above conpany,
we perceive the naine of Mr. Ilensman, C.E. whose
valuable services at the Great Exhibition, in the con-
trol of the machinery departmelnt, were so generally
admitted, and whose naine is a guarantee as to the
value and genine ciiaraer of the proposed under-
taking. Fruin uing type, we Can appreciate the
beiiefhts offered by it new invention, whichi must
prove highly profitable to the sharelolders.

Tis FORMATIoN OF MOUN tAINS, AND TIHE PRE-
SERVATION OF FlLESI.-Prof. Gorini, who is pro-
fessor of natural history at the University of Lodi,
made recently before a cirele of private friends, a
remarkable experiment illustrative of his theory
as to the formation of mountains. He melts some
substances, known oily to himself, in a vesse],
and allows the liquid to cool. At first it presents
an even surface; but a part continues to ooze up
from beneath, and gradua]ly elevations are formed
until at length ranges and chains of hills appear,
exactly corresponding in shape with those which
are found on the earth. Even to the stratification
the resemblance is complete, and M. Gorini canu
produce cii a small scale, the phenomena of vol-
canoes and eardiquakes. He contends, therefore
that the inequalities on the face of the globe are
the result of certain materials, first reiluced by
the application of heat to a liquid state, and thern
allowed gradually to consolidate.-Inî another and
more practicaily useful field ofresearch the learn-
ed Professor lias developed some very impor-
tant facts. He has succeeded to a most surprisimn
extent in preserviîig animal matter from decay,
without restoring to any known process for that
purpose. Specimens are shown by him of por-
tions of the human body which, without any alte-

ration in their natural appearance, have been
exposed to the action of the atmosphere for six or
seven years; and lie states that at a tri(ling ccst
lie cant keep meat foi any length of time in such
a way that it can be caten quite fresh. The im-
portance ofsucl a discoveryifoni practical inves.
ti. ation it is found to answer, will-be more realily
understood wlhen it is remembered that the flocks
ofsheep in Aiistralia are boiled down into tallow
their flesh being otherwise almost valueless, and
that in South America vast hierds of cattle are
annually slaughtcred for the sake of their hides
alone.-TJ'ims.

KEROSENE GAS IX NOVA SCoTI.-In the Nova
Scotia Legislatîîre the Hon. Provincial Secretary
presented the report of Dr. Gesner on the subject
of lighting the Nova Scotia Light Ilouses vith
Kerosene Gas. Tne Light House at Meagher's
Beach lad been placed by government under his
charge. He has illuminated it at a charge of
£19 lier annum, makig a saving of £50 a-year.
Dr. Gesner lias pioposed to furmisli the o.her
houses in the saine manner, so that a saving oi
£15,000 a-year wotld be effeced by his means.
The Dr. states that he can erect liglhts along the
shores, without expensive houses, by raising
poles and placing the lights on the top of iem.

Hon. Mr. Johnston proposel that it should be
referred to a special committec, with the Hon.
and learned menber opposite for its chairman.
If lie wisled to have a simple and clear illustra-
'tion of the benefits of the Kerosene Gas, lie had
only to go across in the Daitmouth steamer, and
inspect the works of the Steamboat Company for
procuring their gas. The thng was quitesimple,
and not only had they their buildings and lamns
on the wharf lighted with il, but by a portable
India Rubber bag it was brought into the boats,
and they were lighted with it every night. The
works were managed vith suclh ease, liat they
weie now under charge of a common labouring
man.

The Report vas referred to Messrs. Fraser,
Marshall, illam, James Coffin, Cowie, Jolhn
Munro, and Jost.

We perceive that, in connexion with this light,
the Doctor proposes to introduce one or more il-
luminated letters to each beacon, visible beyond
the reach of danger, and thus capable of lettini
the mariner know his whereabouts iu a manner
not to be mistaken. This is an excellent idea.

People bave been asking Dr. Gesner if hi
kerosene gas is not dar.gerous, and he has replied
that it is no more dangerous than other gases
Gas lias been used for light-house purposes 01
the coast of France, and answers the end admai-
rably.

KNTTING MACHIN.-There is a knitting machins
in operation in Philadelphia, which knits three hum
dred and eighty stitches at each turn of a small cranI
which crank may be easily turned by hand from obp
hundred, to one hundred and fifty revolutions per min
ute, or at the rate of about three million stitches pe
hour.


