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a8 BUPHNOGRAPHY  OF THE IIDATRA INDIANN,

toreonrse with tribes who previoushy tilled the soil - Thero are
nny ciranstaneos which seom to corroborte this, 1t Ly
bhe renucked, too, that the stories feann which the above itoms
are tken are halioved by these Tndinns to be teve, while many
ather talos, just ax plansiblo as these, they declare to e parely
fietionnl,

There ave two allluents of the Missonrt, named Koife River,
Oue of these entors from the north, above Foet Berthold ;. the
other from the west, below Fort Berthold, Tt was upon the
banks of the latter stream that the former homes of this people
stood, -\t Teast ax onvly as A0 D706, there wore theee vil-
lages on Nuite Rivers The tiest and Taveost, named  Hidatsa,
was on the novth bank, about three miles from the Missoud,

sawd was the home of a0 people whom Captains Lowis and

Clarke, tor some reason, regavded as the Minnetavoes proper,

"The second village, named Mmanha, halt 2 wile above the

moeuth of Kuite River, and on the south-bank ot the stream,
was the howe ot a people very elosely allied to the inhalrtants
of Hidatsa, who spoke n langiinge nearly but not exacetly the
sime as that ot the former, and had a0 sopamte chief, who
seomed o acknowledge” to some oxtent the authority ot the
chiot ot the upper village,  The thied village, amed: Amahami
or Mabaha, was at the mounth ot Kuite River, on the south
sido, and was ocenpied, as betore mentioned, by the Amnhaimis
(soe ST @ people allicd o those of Hidatsa, but move ve-
wotely than the dwelless in Vmatiba, - The present Hidatsa or
Minnetares tribe of Fort Borthold consists ot the survivors of-
these theee villages aud their deseendants, with, porhaps, rop-
resentatives of some small wandering bands ot allied Tadians
which wo longer exist as organized wibes. Lewis and Clarke
seemt to speak very pesitively of wandering Minnetarees,
hunting in the neighborhood of Kuite River® and not consid-
ered ax part of the Crow naton. In 1796, the Mandans were

near netghbors of the Minneravees, living some tour miles south

of the latter, in theee villages, which tn 1804 were found

Credueed o two

Rone torty vears betore the coming ot Lewis and Clarke,.
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