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14 B . Nasigations, Voyages,

- North, that he came vnto a land vnknowen, where he saw many
strange things. ~ R _
' This land must needs be some part of that.Countrey of - which =
: the Sj ‘affirme themselues to be the first finders -
Hm.nf' Liyod. sincepilnm, time. Whereupon it is manifest- that
that countrey 'was by Britaines discouered, long before Columbus
led any Spanyards thither. - . - S -
 Of the voyage and returne of this Madoc there be many fables
fained, as the common people doe vse in distance of place and - _
~length of time rather to augment then to diminish : but sure it is W
there he was. And after he had returned home, and declared-~ *, ‘
-the pleasant and fruitfull countreys that -he had seen without” ™ - =
- . inhabitants, and vpon the contrary part, for what STy
{be m‘::}d barren and wild ground his brethren and nephews " S

Madoc the - did murther oné another, he prepared -a numbet of

”‘g’:;:g:‘“ ships, and got with. him such men and women as were

- . desirous to liue in quietriess : ‘and taking leaue of his -

~ friends, tooke his iourney thitherward - againe. Thergfqre it is

to besupposed that he and his people inhabited -part of those

e countreys: for it appeareth by Francis Lopez de - : »

G oara. i Gomara, that in Acuzmil and other places the people . - -
- honored the crosse. Wherby it may be gathered that :

Christians had bene there before the comming of the Spanyards,

But because this people were not many, they followed the maners

of the land which they came vato, and vsed. the language they" .

found there. e S

: ’ This Madoc arriuing in that Westerne countrey, ..

: b:dgz::s vnto the which ke came in the yere 11 '76, left most of - - .
-his people there, and returning backe for more of his

owne nation, ‘acquaintance and friends to inhabit that faire and

- Gutyn Owen. large countrey, 'went thither againe with ten sailes, as

: - Ifind noted by Gutyn Owen. I am of opinion that

the land whereunto he came was some part of the West Indies.*

'+ ®If Madoc ever existed, it seems more probable that the land he discovered
-, was Madeira or the Azores. Such at least is the view taken by Robertson,
~and also by Jeremiah Belknap (American Biography,  8vo, Boston, 1774).

" Southey. founded one of his poems on. this tradition. : i ’ )




