
3MONG THE THLINKITS IN ALASKA.

SHAMAN'S RATTLr- (HOONLH KWÀHN.)

Sitka kwáhn had murdered his Chilkáht squawN
in a fit of passion, and this was the cause of
the conflict. The goods paid over as recom-
pense went principally to the relatives of thc
murdered woman. In these tribal conflicts
the captured are enslaved, the dead are
scalped, and all property taken is held as
booty. Hostages and participants in rope
duels do not take food from the right hand foi
several days, because, figuratively (and lit-
erally), it is unclean. A head powdered with
down is a sign of truce.

We were now within five days' journey of
Yakutat, which is near Icy Bay, at which
place one of the. Mount St. Elias glacien

ends in the sea. Threats and bribes, were
alike useless. Pay or no pay, our crew would
not-put to sea. Tah-ah-nah-klékh pointed to
the mountain, and said:

" One mountain is as good as another.
There is a very big one. Go climb that if you
want to."

Thus perished our hope of climbing Mount
St. Elias. We turned our course directly to
the main-land, about thirty miles away, and
landed a littlè below Cape Spencer. A sea-
wind filfed the coast-waters with icebergs,
and we had great difficulty in picking our way
through them. I noticed that, when journey-
ing through the floating ice in good weather,
our Indians would carefully avoid striking
pieces of ice, lest they should offend the Ice
Spirit. But when the Ice Spirit beset us with
peril, they did not hesitate to retaliate by bang-
ing his subjects. .After picking our way through
the ice for three days, we came upon a small
temporary camp of Hoonàhs, who were seal-
hunting. We found little camps of a family
or two scattered along both shores. One of
the largest glaciers from Fairweather comes
into theý bay, and thus keeps its waters filled
with the largest icebergs, even in the sum-
mer season, for which reason the~bay is a
favorite place for seal-hunting. The seal is
the natives' meat, drink (the oil is like
melted butter), and clothing. I went seal-
hunting to learn the art, which requires care
and patience. The hunter, whether on an ice
floe or in a canoe, never moves when the
seal is aroused. When the animal is asleep,
or has dived, the hunter darts forward. The
spear has a barbed detachable head, fas-
tened to the shaft by a plaited line made
from sinew. The line has attached to it a
marking buoy, which,is' merely an inflated

- seal's bladder. The young seals are the vic-
tims of the Thlinkit boys, who kill them with
bow and arrow. These seal-hunters used a
little moss and seal-oil and some driftwood for
fuel. In the' morning we arose late, and found
that our friends of the night before had

I. BROWN WOOD PIPE-BOWL (iIOONÀH). 2. PIPE-BOWL MADE FROM DEER ANTLER (CHILKÀHT).
3. WOOD PIPE-BOWL WITM NATIVE COPPER TOP (ASÔNQUE).
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