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+ her self-assertion.

Fakgell

Director of Railways in Otien-
tal Kingdom Here en Route
to His Home in' Germany—
Progress of Country

L P
T sy 5 5
That the awakening in the Orient re
sulting from the outcome of ithe Russo-
Japanese war and the arousing of the
victorious Japanese to-national consci-
ousness had. 'had little or no effect on
the Siamgse is the opinion of L. Weller,
director of railways in the government
of Siam.  Mr. Weller, who is a relative
of Mr. Otto ‘Wetler of. this city, left Vie-
toria last night for Winnipeg en route
home to Germany on an eight months’
leave of 'absence. He has been con-
nected with the Siamese - government
since 1893, and under his care Siam has
become possessed of about 600 miles of
railroad, all but 100 miles of which is
standard guage and modern. ° ¢
“I felt in 1904,” said 'Mr. . Weliler,
shortly before safling last night, “that
the success of Japan would have had
the effect of stirring up the Oriental
races generally.  Such, however, has not
been the case so far as Siam is con-
cerned.. Siam lies between ‘the ‘Scylia
and Charybdis of France and England,
and within three' months she had to
abandon to France three provinces. This
in itself is a sufficient commentary on’
; However, - within
last’ year or so Siam ‘has been develop-
ing to some extent under the wise rule
of the present king. She has made
many great improvements, especially in
her standing army. She now has 20,000
men well trained and equipped, whom
she can send into the fiéld to defend
her independence if ‘the neéed arose. :
The King of Siam.. v
“The present kipg 1s a man of rare
intelligence :and. much. culture, . }
particularly’ well, df d | to
British' people. - Recently ‘he ‘has per-
fected his khowledge of English so that
Whereas - he formerly always, used.
interpreter, he now converses ﬂuthﬂ;ﬁ
himself. - The shipping in Siam at. the
pregent time is mostly s ‘the hands of
Germany biit lately the Japaness have
been trying hard ‘to_cut: ifito ‘the trade
from Bangkok to Hongkon ad they
have created considerable con yetition.
“While the king wisely exercises di-
plomacy in ‘the relations "hig oo try
bears towards both France and Britain
I have 'no doubt but’that if it came to
preference he
This, I_think,
fact th; !

ing a ‘complete systém

for -Sfam, " X I
resént ‘in' "force avid
working excellentiy --and he is now at
work -drafting & civil. ¢ode.” ‘This -law-
yer, Monsteur Padouse, occupies the of:
fice of legislative advisor to the king,
and scts in conjunction with Mr. Skin.
ner Turner, who is judge of the British
legation. The new codes are . being
fashioned after a careful  study of the
best points of the codes in use in older
countries. R L
In the same agreement wherein Great
Britain gave up her ex-territorial rights
in Siam she came ‘into POssession of -a
territory covering about 20,000 sduare
miles bordering on the Straits Settle-
ments and formerly under the rule of

probabilities of trade
between Canada and Siam, Mr. Weilir
said that the opportunities were' very
small inasmuch as teak wood and rice
were practically the only exports of
Siam at the present time, and that rice
was being sent on first line 1o China,,
where the demand was. even now much
in excess of the supply.

Referring to rallroad development Mr,
Weller said that British capitaiists ware
at present engaged in buflding a rail-
road directly through the Malay penin-
sula about 500 rhiles n length. connect-
ing Singapore and Burmah, : This roaq
Wwould be used in the direct stipment.of
rice and teak wood between ‘the two
countries. -

Reverting to. th
king; Mr. Weller .pointed out that hs had
had ho easy tusk to: maintaia his eoun-

now has Europeans at the head of all
departments. The ‘surveying aud mincs
and police heing controlied by Englisih-
men, while the department of railweys,
posts, and telegraphs were operated by
Germans. The provinefal  poiice was
headed hy a Dane, and the.tity engineer
of Bangkok was a Frenchinsn:s . Bang-
kok this year, Mr. Weller 3aid, ‘Tind aw-
serted its groawing modernity, by tak
a real up-to-date isus,.
that the population num’
which 2,000 are Europ nd .2
are Chinese. The Chifiese, Mr, Weiter,
said, are made welcome in  Siasn, They
perform all the hard work, of which”the
Siamese belng a tropical
physically weaker than the
not’ especially fond. . ?
To describe the ¢limate of Siam, Mr.
Weller said, ‘just take a swalk through |
any hot-house and ‘you have [t to'm 7.
A European who desires to live in Siam
for any length of time must iive very
moderately.”

Mr. Weller will continue hig §

next ouifgoing mail steamesr Yound sor

his home in Weisbaden, on the German |t
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Ontario 'Bank -

of Mr, Justice Britten upho A
decision given by Official Referee
pelle, liquidator for the Ont Bar
that the shareholders of that

tion are responsible te- the
Moatreal to the extent of

©: personality of thef

| 'when

It Names Locality But Doss Not
Univérsity, — fts  probable

28 Vs
-Sessions, -

! . 4 Fg 3
' It is expected that the commission
which i& to select the Jocation (not the
actual site) of British Columbia’s new
uniyersity, will. reach. the province to
enteér upon the A
time in early June. On their arrival in
organize and prepare a working plan,
select -their secretary, and: proceed. to

business. It is probable .that sittings
will be held in this ecity, Vancouver,
Nanaimo, New Westminster, Nelson,

Kamloops, Vernon, and
centres. ‘ The décision of the commis-
sioners. will in all
to.
to

to

pr parli at its

under which the commission 1s created,

“after having visited and made a care-
ful examination of the several citfes
and rural ‘districts in the province sug-
gested as sultable university sites ‘‘to”
select as a location for the university
that. eity - or rural .district best suited
in. their opinion. or in: the opinion of a
majority - of them, for ‘university pur-
poses, which seélection, when made, shall

be figal” .
CLAIM UNFAIR EXCHANGE
Fruit Growers Asscciation Deny That

It Will Handle Groceries For
embers

. That the Victoria Fruit Growers' as-
sociation s planning to. handla groceries
Tor the benefit of their members is the
Statement that has been made to  the
Colonist within the last féw days. The

ancheérs- complain that they are forced
oftentimes’ to take trade for“their ' pro-
ducts and are unable to obtain - cash.
They also claim that when' they do take
trade they have to
what they recefve while the merchants
take thelr preducts at wholesale prices,
The' ranichers are very ‘anxious to ‘have
an arrangement . whereby they; may ob-
tain their staples -at better _rates.

- At the offices of the exchange yester-
day 1 ;

) 1 P Broceries. was
flatly denied. . An office _of_the .assocla-
tion s %t d that it was out of the ques-
: ;'.q . that' the o;dﬁb: id- no- such

Vote Paséed for. Fisheries Fees
Due, the Provinge As. Its
~ Share. Under ° the : Old-Ar-

~rangement, -

A vote of $56,137 eontained in the
current estimates of the Dominion, to
provide for the settlement of the claim
of British Columbia for a share of the
revenue from' fishery licenses collected
by the Domtnion ‘from 1901 to 1907, in-
dicates’ an intention on'the part of the

the province for the perfod of the mos
dus: vivend{ in fisheries matters inaug-
the agreement entered into
by the Dunsmuir government on the
part of the -pmﬂnge in 1900,

.This agreement permitted the Domin-
fon to continue to exercise completa
control in certain fisheries matters, for
the avoldance ‘of “friction, although a
Judgment Of ‘the ‘privy council has af-
firmed- provineial Jurisdiction in certain
features: of - the industry; it being ar-
ranged that a division of recelpts should
follow-—arbitration’ being resorted to in
the event of a disagreement as to the
Ve ‘proportions of -Dominion and
'province in. such fishery revenues. Dur-
ing ‘his present- visit to Ottawa, it has
been part of the commission of Deputy

outstanding account in
behalf of the Province.

MUCH._BACTERIA

But W;tnou Deilmi,ﬁo Reply to
- Query of Jocular 'Ll_wy_orp .

 Whether  “bacteria”
@3 brothers to the
Tittle viriets g it
ittle variety,_to th fhass of figures
and expert apinlons which figure in the
ease of Oliphant v. e City of Vie-
torfa at trial bef

ory. m?q*:’upmme

" Jay be classed
elephant or not was
estions which added

court. at present,

day, .

DPéople and §

‘What size o animal is that?" asked

w. »-Who is dppeari
for the eity it »lbejozppa;‘ei:
phant?” ' . : :

Mr. Oliphant aid not deign a reply.
During the morning session K. How-
oo o S TR 85
. 2 -t
ts g

Choose the” Actual Site of

ir important duties some
British Columbia the commissioners will

certain’ othér

Prebability be handed
ihe government in ample time for it
‘be |

next assembly. < As defined by the act

the duties .of the commissioners -will be

pay tull prices for

1| for the . forfefturs -of 't,hﬂ:

Doniinion to square up accounts with'

Mr. Justice Greg- |

s- machine was lost.

Would Be Willing to Accept
Compromise Offer of 1897
- for Their Ships and Geat and
Other Effects,

¥ e

Mr. . Pa;

On ‘the current month
L ' of -the Ways
Committee of the Lower
House of. iess - of the United
States, reported - back . to  that
body = .the ' Dixon .Dill ‘. regard-
ing fur < #eals, with . the' recom-
mendation that ‘that’ measure - be
made -law.  Slnce the date in ques-
tion  telegrams’ from  Washiagton
have announced ' the adoption by
Congress . of the ‘bill in question, so
that—barring the- unexpected and un-
‘natural ig legislation—the Dixon bill
Wil In the very-mnpar future -be in-
corporated ‘with the statut enact-

12th, o the’
*ayne, |
and Means

ments . of® 'the | melgh \8 " ‘republic,
and the terming -out of ‘the seal’ rook-
eries of-'the Noj ~§¥5¢j§g ome a
thing of ‘the » past, - fn. ef, the

Dixon bill provides ‘for. the termiaa-
tion of the agreement between the
United States and the North Ameri-
°an Commercial Co.,. the ‘lessees of
the Pribyloft Islana breeding grounds
who for some -y IS past'-have en-
joved the -exclust ‘priviiege among
American citizens .of taking fur seals
for ‘business profits,’ The-‘adtion now
taken to.terminate “this -monopolistic
concession ‘' was|' absolutely essential
to the logical support of the poltcy
for some time past enunciated by the
United States in Trespect to seal pre-
servation,
Viewed Favorably

Viewed in - this light and as ‘evi-
dence - of the bona fides of the atti-
tude of the United Btates toward
sealing: matters * generally, - the pas-
sage-of the Dixon bill is viewed very
favorably by local sealers, who are
the ones who suffer and have suffer.
ed most through  the : crusade of the
American government as champions
of the -North ‘Pacific meal. These
gentlemen, after haying invested
large capital in an admittedly legiti-
mate business pursult, have year by
year found their operatjons further
and ‘further restricted unthl deep sea
sealing at a profit has become virtu-
ally impossible owing to ‘the competi-
tion of the Japanese—whose govern-
ment has not as yet subscribed to
fany of the international restrictive
regulations for the protection of the
seal at sea. The adoption of new
and  amplified ‘regulations in which
not only Great Britain and the Unit-
ed ‘States, but Russia and Japan also
shall join, ‘may ‘now :be fooked for as
the natural sequence of ‘Congression-
al action, and in this event every
principlé of equity supports the ex-
pectation: thdt the Victoria sealers
will® receive reasorable cofpensation
for & ) buiginess
angd “the' héavy “Investniel in" ships
and sealing gear that they have made
therein.

; Compromise , Offer

In- this comnection” it will be well
remembered that at the time of the
joint high commission @ 1897, a
compromise offer of '$400,000 from the
Unlted States (the = Victoria vessel-
owners to- retain thelr schooners)
was accepted by the owners interest-

This bargain never being car-
ried out, however, in consequence of
an indefensible coupling of the seal-
ing question  with the' entirely for-
eign fissue of the Alaska ‘boundary.
As evidence that the Victorians ¢on-
cerned are broad-minded enough and
themselves sufficlently in sympathy
Wwith thte declared humanitarian con-
servation policy of the United States
as. . to assist it in every reasonable
way, it is learned from leaders in the
seallng company, that even afier
thirteen years of loss and waiting,
they would be willlng to accept the
offer made by the United States as a
compromise, even  without interest
from 4he time  that offer was mads.
Negotiations between the Canadian
and - Americah governments are re-
ported to be at present In progreas,
and such a lberal proposal on the
part of ‘the British Columbians inter.
ested ‘should naturally g0 far to
‘brlng'about’an early termination of
this long-vexed issue,

NEW LUMBER COMPANY
Cor utlon'Fcrﬁed in "Eat Takes

ver Property of Fraser River
Concern.

VANCOUVER, April 18.—Announce-
ment was' made today of the complete
personnel of the new company which
takes over the-Fraser River Lumber Co.
It ‘contains onpe surprise, that of the
name ‘of R., M: Horne-Payne, president
of the Bi €. Blectric Raflway,  °

The officers are: President, A, D. Da-
vidson;.vicé-president and general man.
ager, Al D;*MéRae; secrétary, James D.
McCormick, now general ‘manager of the
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Frank Otr,the Socialist Burg-
" lar; Who Broke Jail Here, Is
Captured‘_byj -the --Portland

G

iRt g N

Frank Orr, koown o8 “the burglar. of
socialistic tendencies,” who on August
29, 1908, broke Jail. here while await-
ing hm trial on a chirge of stealing
supplies: and muney ‘rom the Hinton
Electric. Com any has  been ‘arrested
‘&t Portland, Ore. 'The charge agdinst
Orr in this city was dropped in the
face of a graver c¢rime for-which he
was arested shortly afterwards in
Tacoma, and Sentenced to serve four-
teen years.in the Walla Walla peni-
tentiary.  While being taken to Walla
Walla on’ November 7, 1968, to scrve
his term Orr broke away from his
Buards at. Pascg and disappeared,
nothing being known  of his where-
abouts until the Aarrest at Portland on

Monday.

human nature, the author of many
ireatises..on Socialism, .Orr when ar-
rested here was believed to have heen
responsible for mary robberies which
occurred ‘during.the summer of 1908.

thefts a{ the premises of the Hinton
Electric Comipany was conclusive, and
he was also beMeved to have stolen
from the Belmont salocn. At the time
of his arrest he was engaged to marry
& young Hnglish girl, then residing
here, and.on the night -of his escape
from the city jail, which he aceom-
panied by means of a rope ladder. he
was tracked to the house of his fian-
cee, .where all trace of him was lost.

The local datectives after ais disap-
bearance ascertained that ne had gone
to Seattle, and the poiice of ihat city
were notified. From there he passed
on to Tacoma, and on October 16, 1908,
the was arrested for a series of thefts
from - the . -Tacoma Qutfitting  and
Furnishing Company, which led to his
sentence of fourteen years.

While incarcerated here he wrote a
story entitled “The Burglar” Of the
tale he himself .was the hero. He
boints -out ‘that-he had no claims to
being a professional rogue, . that he
strove hard for honest .employment,
but as the wictim of: circumstances he
Was driven to crime, .

‘Every man who toils for. his daily
bread is a Socialist,” wrote the burglar
in his story, in which "he describes a
conversaticn between hlinself and a
nian whom he had. marked down.as a
vietim. The sport. of circumstances
induced by Socialigtic proclivities, as
he describes himself, he 18 charactes-
ised by. the police.as a dangerous and
clever crook. - Twice: as aiready stated
he has escaped the clutches of the law.
In addition he s an. ex-convict, having
£érved a four ‘eQf term for stealin
in the Walla Walle penitentiary. ;

Ory is the au “of two books “A
Transcript From ‘Life,” and “The Cor-
sair.” - He is only 29 vears of age. Ife
will be brought from Portland to
Walla Walla penitentiary tc serve his
senfence for.the Tacoma crime.

Lumber Company Debentures |
LONDON, April 18—The Canadian
Western Lumber Co. is: issuing’ $7,-
500,000 five per cent debentures at 88:

Campaign Contributions
WASHINGTON, April 18 — The

house today passed the McCall bill an-
thorizing the .publication of campalign
contributions both before and after po-
litical campaigns.

McVo} Beat Stewart

PARIS, April 18—Sam McVey, the
colored pugilist, on Saturday night de-

feated Jim Stewart, an American
heavy weight. Stewart quit in the 6th
round. :

WL BULD LNE
10 DEVELDP NS

Canadian - Northern . Railway
Officials en Route North to
Construct.  Portland .Canal

+ Road — Material Ordered

e — ¥

“I've ‘orders 't6" proceed to Portland
Canal and to bulld a raliroad to de-
velop the mines and that's ahout all

there is to it,” declared W. H. Grant,

Colambia River Lumber cempany:at Gol-
den. * Directors: Willlam Mack ie,
presidént -of ‘the Canadian . Northern

vay " afy; DD, Mann, vice-

- Northern:

SR
of i the Saskatdle-

wan Land company, of Winnipes, -and "t

Peter Jansen. Fly. Sl

- Lester. W.uDavid, who ‘buflt’ fie . mil
and who {8 now in Europe, Started suit
today for two. hundred and sixty thou-
sand dollard, which he claims, and ‘asks
for an injunction to preyent the propos-
ed di of the pany to the new
concern. - e

Another ‘Aviator Hurt

NICE, April 18—, Rougier, the

: geronaut, while making ‘a flight today

fell from his aeraplane into the’
He was

s Sea,
“injured, ‘but will recover,

The

rallway; ‘R .M. |

Jlength; and its purpose, o

{ing.
{question, would be Stewart.

pany with w'hg he is identified with
] rd to the Barkley Sound road. .

superintendent: of' donstruction for the
‘Canadian | Northern rafiway, . *who
reached Victorfa: from the~ East,
™ last
S 5 . ﬂ;;t,rnctions direct
h, that he was going
qurt in a few days,
tions “would be hurried,
_be the first necessity,”
ant.  He stated” that
e cunm ted at Stew-
and that thelr immediate use woula
‘be the reception _of supplies for the
projected road.  In order that the ma-
'terial could be handled readily ' they
‘were imperative, Therefore, this work
‘would have to be undertaken promptly
;and completéd as soon as practicable.
| Al ‘that would. be . needed; ,apart
from what could. be obtained : in the
west, lnquin: the steel, had been or-
dered at | idney, Cape Breton. It was
to be shipped right away, and he was
of the opinion that it would reach its
destination sometime either in June
or July. R e
Of the line itself Mr. Grant was re:
ticent, explaining this by .saying that
‘he knew nothing of the conditions, The

! | route hadn't heen laid out.

that it was to be some fift

to furnish. transport facili
‘minihg properties which had "d
in that locality and ‘which w
such a glowing promise :for _the
(future. The coast terminus, beyond.«.

outside his province, Mr.
give nothing for publica-
plans. of the com-~

As. it was
?unt .could

A widely. travelled man, a student of |

The! evidence connectite him with the|

-evening, “He 3sajd |

. ternoon.

{'following:

Deputations From Natural His-
tory Society, Board of Trade
and Development League fo
Wait on Governntent,

Py e

‘It is probable that committees re-
presenting the ‘Board of Trade, the
Natural History Society, and the lo-
cal branch of the Vancouver Island
Development League, will- ‘wait on
the provincial government at an ‘ear-
Iy dafe to request that something be
done towards preserving a section of
the Island interfor for a National
Park.

For some weeks the proposal has
been considered by the several bod-
fes” but ' nothing - definite has  been

information warited was not
able.
tition has now  been drafted so that
it may be presented to the authori-
tles in- an intelligent: manner.

The' opinion from  the outget has
been  that the best district for that
purpose is that -situated in the vi-
cinity of Cameron Lake, and within
the ' territory: owned by.the E. & N.
‘Railway Company. However there
has always been a- question 'whether
the governmeént would not decline to
have anything te do with such a pro-
Ject owing to the brobable éxpease
of securing these lands from the con.
cern indicated, or from those par-
ties who may have takeén over the
sections for the timber. This  has
influenced the committees, who have
had the matter under advisement, to
investigate  in order  to ascertain
whether there aren't any other park-
like ' districts, as yet . unalienated,
which the government could set a
reserve ‘upon : without a direst- drain
upon  the . treasury. This . .question
has. not ‘been definitely settled, - but
it is understood that, when the- depu-
tation: waits on the provincial execu-

avail-

tive, it will be. explained -thdt-if the
bProposed reservation at Cameron
Lake is  impracticable, that' some

other place be selected,
Cameron Lake Best

W:. J. Sutton, who is believed to
be one of the best Posted Victorians
on. Vancouver Island’s timber, when
interviewed by a Colonist representa-
tived yesterday, declared that Cam-
eron Lake, in his opinion, was the
country best adapted for reservation
as” a. park. Of course, there were

others more or less suitable, but
faone that would be immediately ac-
ceasible, The  suggestion:. that a

Hmit of twenty miles or ten miles
around Central Lake and running to
Buttles Lake might be set aside was
all. right were it not for the fact that
all the timber thereon had been stak-
ed. There was one other section,
however, which. he belleved was
available and that was at the head-
Wwaters of thé Elk River ' 'But that
was at the disadvantage of being out
of touch with the outside world, com-
paratively speaking. Still, it would
not be very long before other rail-
ways, as yet ‘not mooted, would open
it up. 4

As Mr. Sutton is one of the Natu-
hal History *Society members who
has the matter of ‘a reserve  uader
consideration it is probable that he
may be one of  those appointed to
wait on the provincial government.

PASSING BOGUS CHEQUES

Harry A, McWatters Arrested by De-
tective  Department on a Serious
Charge

Arrested on a charge of passing
bogus cheques, Harry McWatters,
aged 19 years, was lodged in the city
Jail yesterday, and this morning’ will
be arrdigned in the police court. The
cheques in question were passed at
the Victorfa hotel, and were each for
$5. On the person of the prisoner, when
arrested, a sheque for $125, drawn in
favor of himself was found, the
drawee being ‘F. D. Benson, whose
name is not: known in the city. The
detective department, through the ef-
forts of which the arrest was made,
claims that the. prisoner retained the
cheque for $126 on _his person in
order to prove to people that he was
possessed of money, and so enable
him to cash the other cheques, which
were returned by the bank marked
“no funds.”

McWatters, who is a stranger in the
city, claims that he has been employed
by the Malaha Sand and Gravel Co.
Nothing is apparently known of him
locally.

VICTORIA DOGS _
OFF TO TACOMA
Large Number of Blooded. Canines to

Take Bench in Competition
Under Major Taylos

A number of Victoria dog famciers,
‘with blooded - canines,
Sound by. the Princess
terday afternoon.
poipt was the annual Tacoma Kennel
Club’s show,. which opens today and
will. be continued until Saturday af-
The string which will re<
present this city is strong and is

Charlotte yes-
Their objective

- expected to. make a sweep of the

plums offered in at least a few of
the - classes i A :
Among the Island exhibits are the
J. 8. Hieckford,- English
setters, eight; Harry Blla, one Irish
setter; J. Wolfenden, three’ pointers;
J. Creighton, four cocker spaniels;
"H. Morton, ‘one pointer; D. B. Me.
Laren, three Scotch: terriers; Mr.
‘Withers, an English  setter: Mr,
_Thompson, an Irish ‘terrier; Mrs.
‘Dempster, a wire-haired fox terrfer;
-J. Collister, English setter: : J. A,
Robb, one. each, English and Gordon
setters; Mr, Emsworth, -a Gordon
setter; Mrs. Rosseau;, an Englicsh
setter; E, Hill, a pointer bitch; ang
there are also one Boston terrier and
the Irish water spaniel going across,

A white. woman givihg Mrs, Chong
On as her name, and asserting that she
is the Amerioan wife of a Chinaman
with whom she is  travelling, Was ar-
rested in a Chinese house at Kamloops
on Monday night on a searcéh warrant
‘issued by the police  who had Watched
her ‘movements and heard her ghrieks or
laughter from the street. She was taken
before Mayor. Robinson bn Tuesday and
remanded. ! R n 8 b

0+

Point Grey 18 to have street.

‘the near future,

done because of the fact that all the

It is understood that the pe-

KETTLE VALLEY ROAD'S

-~ PRESIDENT COMNG

Understood That Work Upon
the Road Will- ‘Be  Actually
Prosecuted in the Near Fu-
ture, -3

e

Word has been received from Mr.
James J. Warren, president of the
Kettle River Valley Railway Co., that
He is now on' his way to British Col-
umbia, and will probably make it con-
venient to visit Victoria in the near
future. President Warren's coming
may be confidently taken as presag-
ing an immediate commencement of
construction, contracts for the build-
ing of the Kettle River line being
understooed to have been let on Fri-
day last, although no intimation has
as yet reached this city as to the
successful tenderers. The Kettle Riv-
er dine will, as pointed out at the time
the agreement for its construction
was consummated by Premier Mc-
Bride, open up a large and important
Section’ of the province containing
considerable areas of land adaptable
to purposes of settlement. The route
is_approximately the sdme as that
adopted for the old Midway & Vernon
road, connecting the coast with the
Kootenay by a new and more direct
line, bringing Nelson and other dis-
trict ' centres immessurably closer in
time, and improving  facilities of
competition which must result in very
substantial advantage to merchants
and the public generally. Incidentally
construction of the Kettle River Val-
Jey railway will enable the workmen
and other creditors of the defunct
Midway & Vernon to secure payment
of their claims, which otherwise must
have been long delayed indeed—if not
made impossible.

TEES LEAVES nFOR
WEST COAST PORTS

Took Surveying Party to Kyugquot for
Local - Firm—Full Compiement
of Passengers on Vessel

N

Steamer Tees,. Captain Gillam, left
the C. P. R. dock last night bound to
Quatsino and way ports of the West
Coast with a good, cargo and a full
complement of passengers. Included
among the travellers were a party’ of
20 bound to Kyuquot to engage in sur-
verys for Gore and McGregor ‘of ' this
city. Other passengers were C. Dolly,
R. Powers, B. Frank, W. Sandars, H.
Sherwood, Mr. ‘Rolph, R. McDonald,
Mrs. Hillier,"R. 8. Gallop, and Miss E.
Fregon,

CURIOUS AS 10
- DTTAWA MEASURE

Amendments to Canada Tem-
perance Act to Apply Solely
to British -Columbia Project-
-ed by Dominion House

e

Considerable curiosity is expressed,
both in Victoria. and at Vancouver in
respect to the origin and intention of
the bill which Hom. Charles Murphy has
just introduced in the Federal house in
the form of amendments to the Canada
Temperance act, more generally known
as the.Scott act. It is explained in a
despatch from Ottawa that the amend-
ments will apply solely to the province
of British Columbia, the object being to
“meet the new definition of counties and
cities recently made by the Provincial
legislature, and to remove anomalies in
the wordinig of the present act so that
if any district in British Columbia
wishes to apply the Scott act, the pre-
sent wording would not cause confus-
fon.”

Just who has been responsible for this
new. move if legisiation is unknown at
present; while the true scope and mean-
ing of the changes proposed are also
distinctly hazy.

That the Local Option league is in
any way résponsible for or identified
with Hon. Mr. Murphy’s proposals is de-
nied by responsible officers of that as-
soclation, who state that they are quite
as much in the dark as anyone else can
be—and thoroughly satisfled with  the
new license law of British Columbia if
enforced to the letter,

It has been suggested that the new
amendments will in reality provide far’
county option in this province, permit-
ting the residents of any county in Bri-
tish Columbla to decide by baliot

left for ' the |

whether or not prohibition shall be es-
tablished in that county, in exactly the
Bame manner as the Scott dct has been
made law in Ontario counties.

This would be virtually the same pro-
position advanced by the Loecal Option-

ists before the last general election, and
ite

~ NEN ON STRIKE

General Regret That Acute
Situation Has Arisen.—Men
Believed to Have Acted Pre-
cipitately.

e s

In the opinion of gentlemen closely in
touch with conditions in the Greenwood
camp the news given in a Colonist
dispatch of yesterday that a strike had
been deelared by the W. F. M. em-
ployees of ithe B. C. Copper Co., operat-
ing the Mother Lode mine and smelter,
is a matter for general regret through-
out the province. That the action taken
by the miners is likely to produce wide-
spreading consequences ‘of injury ap-
pears to ke the general concgnsus of
opinion, together with the conclusion
that very insufficlent grounds' are of-
fered as justification for the walk-out.
The issue between the B. C. Copper Co.
and its men at Greenwood is neither one
of desired higher wages nor yet shorter
hours. It is not exactly a gquestion of
union recognition, for practically all the
workmen objected to by the body re-
sponsible for the strike are unionists,
although not members of the Western
Federation, now merging with the U.
M. W. It is the latter body that has
now taken the last recourse of dissatis-
fied labor, in order to compel recognition
solely. of the Federation as the gov-
erning body of the labor to be utilized
in the camp.

Notice of a strike, it will be remem-
bered, was served upon the B. C. Copper
Co. at Greenwood about three months
ago, when as a hoped for solution, the
good offices of a Board of Conciliation
were invoked, this board consisting of
Messrs. J. A. Mara, J. H. Senkler and
John MelInnis—Mr. Mara beéing the nom-
inee " of the company, Mr. MecInnis
championing the cause of the dissatis-
fled workers, and Mr. Senkler being
named as the third member of the trin-
unal by the Dominion government. The
board after going very carefully into
the matters of difference were unable
to agree on a joint report, and Messrs.
Mara: and Senkler joined in the major-
ity report, while Mr. McInnis presented
to the government a minority finding.
The grievance of the men crystallized
in a virtual ultimatum to the effect that
no one should be employed in or about
the mines or smelter who could not pro-
duce a card showing him to be a mem-
ber in .good standing of the Western
Federation. The employees chiefly
almed at were not necessarily non-
unionists, but more particularly mem-
bers of the .Electrical Workers’ Union
and. the ‘Blacksmiths’ Union, who de-
clined to ally themselves with the West-
ern Federation, and indeed stated that
their. respective organizations would
probably erder a strike were they com-
pelled to affiliate as desired, against
their wish and consent,

Mr. Mara, whose outline of the issues
involved was given in the Colonist dur-
ing Wasch last, stated in -eonversation
Wwith a’ representative of this paper yes-
terday, that in the: light of Present in-
formation . the. men had been guilty of
a .violation of the federal law in declar-
ing the strike without the obligatory
thirty days’ notice, It is, however,
probable, in Mr. Mara's opinion, that
the company will accept the declaration
and close down the mines and smelter
without extended argument, taking ad-
vantage of the opportunity to thorough-
ly overhaul and enlarge the plant, and
only re-opening in their own good time

1 —aquite possibly as an “open shop,” fol-

lowing the example set by the Granby
under somewhat similar circumstances
a few years ago. By the present action
of the Federation approximately 350
men are thrown out of work, who have
been drawing wages of from $3.50 ¢o
$6.00 a day continuously, in the mines
and smelter. The strike may very prob-
ably spread-to the Granby, in  which
event the entire sustaining industry of
the Boundary will be indefinitely par-
alyzed, in addition to Biitish Colum-
bia’s recently maintained £00d - reputa-
tion for freedom from industrial ais-
turbance being most injuriously dis-
turbed.

TITAN STARTS ON
VOYAGE TO LIVERPOOL
Took Shipmort ?‘Fkur fgr_lLiv-ro

pool and Pr
Goes to Esquimait ito Discharge

The steamer Titan, of the Blue
Funnel line, Capt. Da: > 8ailed from
the Outer Whart yesterday morning,
with a cargo of 10,000 tons of general
cargo, and 77 Chinese steerage pas-
sengers. The Titan had included
her: cargo_a shipment of 1300 tons of
flour for London and Liverpool.
fall in the price of wheat and the
lower freight offered because of the
general slackness, enabled the 8hip-
ment, the second of the kind to be sent
from Tacoma. A similar shipment
was made a year ago. The cargo in-
clude salmon, machinery, lumber, and
general merchanise. On the liner's
deck was a shipment of poles for use

lost on a plebi of the
people’s wish. S

Until further and more reliable infor-
mation is had from -Ottawa,  however,
speculation in the matter is rather pro-
fitless. 2
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Roman is Back

Atter a rough trip the B. C. Packers
Association steamer Roman, Captain
Peter Roryik, retirned to New West-
minster yesterday morning with 140,-

.pounds of halibut. The vessel was
recently brought out from England and
is the finest fishing steamer operating
out “of ' British Columbia ports. The
Celestlal Empire, of the Canadian Fish
Company’s fleet, arrived  Hhere last
night with' 110,000 -pounds of halibut
and the schooner Eisie Bradford sailed
for the banks yesterday morning.

Peter Tessler, an old-timer of the dis-
triet, has just died at Duncan. He was
in his youth in the British navy, serving
in the Crimean campaign, and ‘was also
one of the plonéer miners of the Cassiar
district.

The religious and soclal functions in
gonnection With the opening. of thc Y,
M. 0./A. building at Nelson will ‘caver
three days,-April 29, April 30 ang May
1. The opening will 'be followed by an
nergetic canvass, in order. if possibie,
‘to. render the buflding free of debt when
e last instalment is pald. ‘The prom.-
ters of ‘the institution have asked the
oity council-for free water and Mght, ura

‘their appifcation is under considerating,

as masts in British yachts, The pas-
gers  included  seven ~ Chinese
brought by the Protesilaus, who were

orderéd deported by the immigration

officials. Third officer Bugby, who left
wharf yesterday morning, and went to
to St. Joseph’s hospital suffering with
typhoid, rejoined the steamer. The
steamer Protesilaus left the outer
wharf yesteray morning, and went te
Bsquimalt to discharge a shipment of
machinery and boilers for the steamer
Salvor, of the B.C. Salvage Co, A
consignment of steel pipe for the
Esquimalt Waterworks Company and
gome = naval stores brought. from
Hongkong for the Admiralty. She will
proceed to Vancouver from Esquimalt
after discharging.

GEORGIA LEAVES
FOR MEXICAN PORTS
Canadian-Mexican Liner Took Grain

Cargo—Knight of St. George Al
lr:.vu for Southern ,Ra'::bl'l&“

Steamer Georgia, of the Canadian
Mexican: line, left for Mexico yester-
day, loaded with grain. The Lonsdale
is being hurried north, being due from
Salina Cruz on Monday, ana she will
be rushed south with another . cargo
of cereal. The steamer Knight of:St.
George also sailed yesterday, - taking
a full cargo of grain. She took four

! IS, among them being Capt.
B J L e, brother of the captain or
thﬁ Amur, who is bound to Manzanillo
with two en

gineers, to bri
Colima north. ™ ﬁ;a il
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