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T is folly, Ronald; egad, it is forse than
= folly, it-is madness! I swear the liquor
has. muddled your wits. ' Gentlemen,
gentlemen, I protest! For a man wear-
ing His Majesty’s uniform it is the mad-
dest escapade wine or a wench could
hatch! Cry off, Ronald!” ;
There was a mighty burst of laughter
in the room, and ¥appings of the table
with sword-hilts, and the noise of it buzzed in my
RATS. ’

“Come, Charlie, ’tis' a pretty test; a pretty, elegant-
Iy conceived frolic,” lisped Ensign Harker. -

“Of course, if Ronald has no stomach for the en-
terprise——""" began my cousin, Sir Mandeville Ulla-
brook, in soft, suave tones,

I jumped to my feet at that.  The lights whirled
beforée me, and I caught a jumble of staring faces,
but of which my cousin’s shaped Itself distinctly. I
saw the sneer of his thin lips, the arragant iounge
of his figure in the oak backed chair, the nonchalant
way in which he tapped his snuff box and fastidi-

' ously treated his nose, and these things whipped my

blood—already hot with wine—to frenzy. “

There was already bad blood between us. Sir
Mandeville had ever been’ such a codl, calculating
fellow as would smile you out of a birthright. - He
had fastened 'on me when I first joined my regiment;
had taught me all the engaging vices by which a
man might lose money; and the upshot of it all was
taat he tightly held certain papers that would give
him my estate in Hertfordshire whenever he chose
to foreclose. And, in addition to this, he had éntéred
the lists against me with Lady Betty Sherrington.

“I have all the stomach in the world!” I cried.

]Sir Charles Vandecker: plucked me’ by the' coat-
tails.

“Don’t be a fool, Ronald!” he said, angrily.

“Charlie’s muzzling * the puppy,” lisped Ensign
Harker.

“Let him go, Charlie!” cried Captain Vane. “‘Tis
a pretty enterprise, and, gad!: why, the ‘Lord Harry,
you always spoil sport beats me!”

Charlie looked him levelly between the eyes.

“If any gentlemtn wishes to question my conduct
I shall be proud to refer him to. my friend Ronald
Greville.”

“Lud, how hot you be!” cried Captain Vane, in a
vast hurry, for Charlie's barkers shot with rare pre-
cision. “No one questions your conduct and if Ron-
eld shies at the game there’s an end on’t.”

My cousin opened his mouth to speak, but closed
it 'again, noting that Charlie was waiting for his
words. Three men ‘hipped in one season made men
chary of differences with Sir Charles Vandecker.

I rose again, and this time Charlie sighed and let
me go.

“I don’t shy!” I shouted. “Zounds, gentlemen,
you don’t know the Greyilles! Come, come, ’tis a
pretty wager, a mighty pretty wager. We are all
fentlemen of honor, and the conditions need go no
urther. Come, you are agreed?”

Those half-dozen . acquainted with the wager gave
solemn assurances of secrecy, even Charlie joining
ruefully with them. ‘

“Then, Mandeville, this is the way of it. I alone
and unaided, will stop the-coach of my Lord Sherring-
ton on the King's highway within a month of this
date, and bring you here—in the presence’ of these
gentlemen—some token recognizable'ta you all as be-
longing to him, and so persuade you of its aecomp-
lishment. If I fail to do this or seek help in the stop-
ping of the coach, I am to forfeit five hundred: péunds.
If I win—and, lud, I swear I will!—You, .Sir Man-
ville Ullabrook, will forfeit to me a likgisum, And you,
on your part, swear to breathe no rd ‘concerning
this, or In any way hinder the accomplishment of my

' escapade.” ¢

. My cousin smiled a triumphant assent. o
“The odds should not be so level as that!" cried
“Lugd,” Mandeville, “you Have set a devlish
g bg’omei t 'yﬁum h:lld &mers of : Ronald’'s
plaguey notes of h nding his estates -in forfel
a.ger those amwthe five hundred, and; 35'2? sl%
"twill be less of a mookery.” - 1. o b o 98 o
* Mandeyille choked with anger, 2 il
m;"yockml” he hissed. “Dammé; this goék ' too
“T'll go father,” answered Charlie, now heated and
taking up the cudgels for me right handsomely: I
say it s grossly, monstrously unfairl” '
“I have made my proposals”” Mandeville satd
shortly, g
. “They are scurvily: unfairl What say 'you, gen-
tlemen?” i
“Zounds, Mandeville, Charlie has the right of it!
His conditions are better in accord, In truth, to stop
the coach of a Sheriff of a County is unconscion-
ably hazardous. It cannot be contradicted that tho
0d4ds of the wager should favor the doer of the deed.”
Hnsign Harker soberly thought himself a very mas-
ter of the nicetias of etiquette hetween gentlemen.
Bo the conditions were altered in agreement with
Charlie’s proposals, for the others, despite the evident
umbrage of my cousin, hurried to support them. %
In the sober light of the next day I realized that
I had set myself a pretty task, s task that I frankly
deemed impossible, In this view I was upheld by
Charlie, who lounged inte my room in the forenoon,
Bir Charles Vandec was somewhat older than I

in years, indsed he held a captain’s commission in the

& regiment of Dragoons in which I still served
85 lleutenant; but three years of rough work in Flan-
ders and some affinity of taste had-knitted our souls
tolz;a’n. W, 4 i

na you have got the devil for a driver and

unless I am woefully mistaken I makes ne doubt that
the wager is as good as lost, And, gad! T'll thank the
Btars If you get out.of it with no more than the for-
feliure of your money}”
. I pat up on my ecouch with séme alarm, The five
hundred pounds I had wagered meemed to me the
worst limit of the rough:chancs,

“Why, what eould be worse?” I eried,

:’I Am ne friend of your eousin” he answersd,

- ¥An {ou wers, you were none of mine(”
“He is  erafty, ill-eonditioned scoundrel,” he went

“Ha is that and moerp,” I said, “He has been eom-
8gRing my ruin preity shrewdly ef late, and certain
#le8 6f my essapades which have eome fo the earg of

my mistress—and mads her nope the kinder for the
;:?:,pﬁng{::ha I maks no doubt, had their start at
2 ps, i

. '"Tady Betty hag a fortune of gome sike,” OHarile

‘¢ "Lmd, Gharile, if e insipuate—"
aily

"Baaudg.“ what 94, Ronald] 'Tis ‘nens to her
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A sunning scoundre] -

Sir Charles, my*man Tom (an honest rascal), and my-
self. Then I waited.

Ten days after the making of the wager Sir Charles
called on me in the afternoon and carried me off,
willy nilly, to make my compliments to my Lord Sher-
rington and the Lady Betty, who were to leave town
that evening for their own place in Hssex.

“Lud, Ronald,” he said, “the Fates play Into your
hand! There is a most convenient heath, some fif-
teen miiles out, which, they are bound to pass. 'Tis
vulgarly called ‘Barebones Heath!” Send. your: man
down with Betty as a led hack and let him stable her
in the old cottage that stands at the foot of the hill
leading to 'the Heath.' I passed there a week agone.
The -eottage is mostly in ruins, and stands a matter
of forty yards on the left of the high road. He can
leave both ‘mask and coat there, and I'll wager *twill
remain undisturbed for a:twelvemonth, for the place
has an evil name through the murder of an old Jew
that lived there.” { ; 3
* My Lord Bherrington’s town house was& in the
City of Westminster, and we were late in.our arrival.
I was._ill pleased .to .observe that my cousin was in
close conversation’ with my sweét Betty.” 1 Strode
deross the roem to her side. D
+ “I am desolate;s Lady Betty.” I satd, “That we are
to lose so much beauty and so soon.”

“Indeed!” sheé answered, lifting her 1ong lashes and
glancing merrily at me with:a smile in" her violet
eyes. . “‘This.be news.. Is: Covent.Garden to. be dis-
egtablished, or is the playhouse in Drury Late .to be
closed? Come,; expound!” i 3 ! )

The idle gallantries of a man' of - fashion are none
to be cloaked, That some echo of my admiration for
one or two of the play-actresses had reached my Lady
Betty's ears was 'too plain; and I laid it to my cousin’s
book. f

“Ah,” I answered lightly, though inwardly discom-
fited, “that be an old tale that you have caught out
of time. When the sky is' moonless the stars are
mighty pretty, Now I look not at the stars, but at
the moon.” g

Sir Charles; drifting ‘courteously among the shal-
lows of flounced petticoats, came to us as we spoke,
and led my cousin away to discuss the points of the
latest Town Toast and to quizz her from the van-
tage of the doorway. As Sir Charles passed I gave
him a look of thanks, and methinks I caught some
s;xch glance passing from my mistress’ violet eyes
also.

“8ir,” she said, when we were thus left, “the air
of the room is somewhat heavy. I have a mind to
seek the garden. This autumn sunshine. is kindly,
and I can come to no hurt. Would you take pity on
me?" ‘ ;

“I 'would. go with you anywhere, even to the end
of the world.”

“Ah, sir, I am not like to put you to such a test.
But I have a command to lay upon you.”

“'Tis obeyed, I swear,” I made answer.

“You are rash, sir. Come, let us go!”

She, touching my arm with the tips of the fingers
of as dainty .a hand as any in the length and bredth
of the kingdom, led me to .the-seat weboth wotted
of under the big mulberry tree a short way from_ the
terrace. Here we were 80 screened as to be observed
of none. i £

“Sweet mistress,” I cried, all in a heat at the dear
encouragement given me by her eyes, “tell me your
command that I may set about its accomplishment!”

. Bhé toyed with a; fan with manifest amusement
and delight at my eagerness. . { 4

" “Sir, 1 ke the fashfon of your sword-knot hand-
somely,” ehe said, coquettishly putting aside my ques-
tion.« - > ‘ 2

“That is unfair. I am all anxlety to do your bid-
ding, and you dangle the favor-of your command be-

-yond-my knowladge.” ;

“We ride. this afternoon into Hssex.” S
_Your father has acquainted me. with your -
cisfon,” I madé answer, hot without some fmward afs-
usement, ™ 3 ; X : &7

y father has e {gﬁdh ofjout,'f Ehi :;g{,ﬁirke_q ,ti"q-

“T-am’ grievea,l—-bnf; t is no nev} thing.” e

. “No, no:new. thing,” she acquiesced with a'sigh.
love my father most dutifully.” f

‘“ile is happy.and to be envied.”

“I'have.an estéem for him, and admiration for his
head, & love ‘for his heart, but——" She paused and
looked at me.

“There’ 1s no more troublesome word in ‘the whole
of the -léxicon than-ydu. ‘but,’” I filled in. ;

“But there is no /gainsaying “that. the gout is a
drawback.” My father is the most considerate of par-
ents until—y" o
;- “Bxactly,” I made answer.
post for his surgeon.™ ? 5
- ““Nay—he goes to his own place In Essex, where
Master Boyle ig already,” and for iy part I think a
surgeon 'but harriés the evil.” But—consider, Ron-
ald, we. drive the night through; and I shall be alone
with an.old man who is ne longer my father, but a
mere testy; irritable Vietim $6.the" gout.” ol

“Monstrously uncomfortahlé—but' why' this night
Journey?” 1 inqu!red.;marvgllmg much that my work
was so like to be eagefty Wi V. it . ek
-~ ' “My. father ‘flies to.#is ‘own hou§é when he!bhas
the gout as a hurt rablit to its hole, «'Stay another

“You.wouldl have me

.night “in -this—ahém—Lbndofi!”* he ‘cried, ‘TN be—

but T iHnk it Wers moréiat¥creets to ledve to your dm=
agination: ‘the ending of; the .sentence.” 1 .. . - .., .

“ S Timigh rd A BMess and comde near it,” I said,
smiling 8t. My memory of thé old man’s ontbursts.
“You-have no fear 'of these. highwayman- who “are
8aid: to ‘haunt the voags?’ '~ . "L )

1’ ‘It would be & delightful break .to the tedium of
ifa el S SRR

“¥ou-have given me no.command. as yet;” I ven-
tured. 1 ;

" “Briefly ’tis that you join us in the ride. Not for
my. pleasure but for the sharing of my fathers ill
humdr.” " * . PRy

L looked at her blankly, and though she smiled ag
sweetly as a spring hedge bursting to bloom I could
muster no - word in - angwer. ‘The matter was
an ‘impossibility, though her choice of ‘me argued an
interest I had labored to inspire: It seemed that I was
hedged inall ways, for:if T went notwith her I should
earn her sevete displeasure,; and if I went I lost all
chance of freeing my estate, and five hundred pounds,
which T had iot, t0-boot.’ o i : ;

“I regret—I am overwhelmed with despair, for the
matter 4s-an impossibitiy 1 o

“Indeed,”; she said; coldly,:-“I' thought’ your pro-
testations -were too great.” - - . ; o

“It wounds me deeply!” T<erfed. “I'am inconsol-
able!” . o R S

“Then, &ir, I will defdin you no longer. Some ur-
gent affair will néed ybur inmimediate aftention, and if
you come an hour or so before thé time appointed I
doubt not the wench will put it down to the magnitude
of her attractions!” My Lady Betty was yet young,
and could not but let her wound peep through her
angry wonrds. . @ .’

“What .wench?” I asked, bluntly. '

I care not to remember the creature’s name, But
as you have forgotten, hark to my informant, Sir
Mandeville Ullabrook, and he will refresh your mem-
ory.” I cannot hope to describe the mingled bitterness
and wounded pride in her voice,

i 'Tis a llel” I orled, furidus at the ingenous dey-
llry of my cousin who had laid his plan so cleverly that
I must either Iose my wager or the esteem of my mis-
tres, i 2% ;

“Then what calls you forth?" she queried, with
hope in her voice. >

‘“That 1 may not tell you,” I sald.

“Sir,” she sald stiffly,’, “I would not meek to detain
}'Ou-" P g
“ I looked at her, I think Heaven never smiled on
8 falrer sight. She was:like a child, a womanly child.
She had a ohild’s face, fair, peachy; long-lashed, big
violet eyes; a wee mouth now pouting; a dear .8lim

figure /that-camie not oné Fhit higher than my shoul-

der aven with the halp of her abnormally high-heeled
shoes; but in her oyu.,;tpig and . innoocent, was the
mirror of a woman's heart. P

.

I bowed to; her; and she rose and curtseyed, look-
ing beyond’'me to.the fountain plashing merrily in
the centre of ‘the.green. : : )

A smile crept into my face. For my life I could
have done nought to stifle it. I ever had some sense
of humor; and the comedy of it lurkin® beneath the
devilry of my cousin canght hold of me. 5

“Farewell,” I sald. “I go to my appeintment. If
luck serves me I snall meet tonight the fairest queen
in England. In the.meantime I leave my heart-in your
keeping,‘and am your. most humble servant.” ‘

She'turned from me with a half sob of anger, and
I noted that her handkerchief suffered woefully from
her straining fingers. Then I went back to the draw-
ing room," and so -out.’s !

Charlie followed me, into the road.

“You leave early, Charlie?” I said.

“1 have somewhat to do,” he answered.

“Lud,-'tis wonderful!” I cried. “The laziest man
in: the Kingdom ’in pursuit of something? What's
the mystery?” i gk

“Mine  own, Ronald, and 'no ‘léss’ important than
yours? ' g § ek e

“You will not tell me,”. I inquiréd, in amazemient
for we were, wont 'to be confidetitial.

“Its nature ‘will' nét admit of it 'he answeted;
And later we partéd. A - :

g to Barébones Heath. © I had much ‘time’at miy
disposal, and riding slowly, bethought me: gravely of’
the risk I.ran.” Then:the memory of my cousin’s
dastard effort to ruin® my reputation and  belittle
my love'to the Lady Betty hardened me to & resolve
to get through 'with my ‘undertaking in :spite of alt
things. ; P

At the cottage I handeéd over my haek to my man,
donned my riding coat, saWw to-the priming of the pis-
tols in my holsters, looked to.:the girths of Betty, and
finally, masked.. The night was“dark, the stars giv-
ing little light for the presénce of heavy banking
clouds. . There was no: moon, ‘and- the. air was very
still, ‘a fitful wind now and.’again waked muffled
sounds amohg the trees. I’ listéned’to theé clatter of
my man’s horse and the led one’on:which T hadridden,
and, as the noise grew fainter, wished myself well out
of the whole business. Presently. two countrymen
came. riding down the road towards me. Their loud.
cheery voices were welcome, giving my thoughts’a
new turn. I stood t6 my -mare’s nead and watched,
looking out from the shadow’ of the cottage:  The
darkness was now grown so thick that I could make
them out with difficulty. They had apparently done
some passably good business, and were evidently
primed with strong liquors, for they spoke loudly and
laughed merrily. They rode  easily, nothing ' more
than a walk, as I could tell by the'noise of their
horses’ hvoofs. - When they were abreast of my hid-
ing place my mare grew restless, and moved, the
noise of ‘her movement striking sharply on the air.
At the same time an owl, disturbed by the noise, flew
out blindly with a melancholy hoot. At that the two
men groaned out loudly. I remembered the reputa-
tion the cottage had, and made no doubt they took
the noises for supernatural agencies. The idea so
pleased my. faney :that I shouted with laughter. Ev-
en to my own ears my laugh sounded most eerie, and
the two men with muffled cries urged their horses to
a hand gallop, and fled up the hill.

In some little while I ventured out upon the road
and moved slowly up the hill, so gaining the heath. I
made my haiting place beneath a little clump of trees
not a .dozen yards from the road and at the top of
the hill where it entered upon a level stretch.. Here
[ opined the coach would nearly come to a standstil],
and My work would ‘be all the easier 'for it.. At my
back a lttle used lane ran on to the heath. It might
have been an eighth of a mile away. This lane gave
me some concern, for once I thought I caught the
sound of horses moving., It sounded like tha tramp
of more .than one, but after a while of listening, I
came to the .conclusion. that my ears had played Ape
Palsei0 £ 7 Tt e 8 e el £

Pressently I caught the crack aofia whip; and soon
after the sound of & coach lumbering up the hill. I
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An Imaginary War
og@udy - BERLIN correspondent, writing under date
of June 28, saya: TUnder the title of “Ban~
sai” & writer concealing his jdentity be-
néath the pseudonym of “Parabellum”
publishes this morning a most.: readable
romanes, which, aftér the manner of “Der
Weltrieg,” “Beestern’ and several other
such works, deals with a great war, the
final struggle between the nited States
and Japan, There {8 a similarity of styls and de-
Beription between “Seestern” and “Bansal” and this,
taken' in consideration with tbg faet that' works
are published by the firm: feterich, of . Lelpzig,
strengthens the belisf that they are the same author,
“Bansal,” however, is hardly a serious political study
of a great problem; it is rather a series of soenes from
& modern war, depicted with such a wealth of .detail
and yivid incident as to warrant the assumption that
the author must have gone through  recent éam-~
paigns, . ’
The scens opens at Manila, which haa besn with-
out cabld communication with the mainland: o W%
days, All doubts as to the cause are dispelled by the
arrival of a Japanese steamer with the Hong Kon
gmpeu, whieh describe a mpubmarine yolcano . whi
as destroyed the cables, It is not until one of the
Ameriean gunboats running out of Mandla harbor is
nsked by a German steamer for a pilot through the
harper mines that the Americans dﬁcovot that their
fand s pt war with Japan, and the Hong Kong naws-
pﬁgﬂl’l brought the Japanese pteamer wn%merqdy
8 blind, MeanWhile the Japanese steamer has an-
chered alongside & small American erulser in port,
torpedoed the latter, and made goed her escape, The
pews of the war with Japan is the signal for the
Filipines, who for menths past have been gystemati-
cally disaffected by ingend literature, o rise and
throw off Ameriean deminien,

‘With eensigerable ingenuity the author shows hew
the Japaness had prepared their plans with B nidety
whieh admitted ef ae hiteh,  The Ameri are Bur-

rised by land and pes in the depth of peass, and, be-
ore they ean turn e defend themselves, find Japanese
in possession of their armorieg, faetaries, fortresges,
and barracks, Ban Franscises is the objective of the
first atingk; the surrounding digtricts; with their hin-
dreds of Japansse seolies, haye been a;fwiled ga that
at @ given pignal the eoplies, previded with east-off
Amerioan uniforma p\gﬁ;huaﬂ £ro mdg saldiers,
and arms which haye been smuggled inte the eountry.
for months pagt undo:agyery imaginahle form, egan
gélue on fhe administration and the Fafiway, In
Franeisoq the invaders aangreiﬁate in the unéeugonnd.
eellars of Chipa Tawn, rebuilt affer the eapthauais,
and, taking advantage of the fag, seige the parraeks,
the waterworks, the electris light plant, the telegraph
statio;isi and eapture the forts without mueh ads,

8, pUPp=
teq rom the sea Py a Japaness pruiser pquadren, A
otable factor jn the pempletensss of the :purprise
Was furnished by g eleyer rise, whieh ava.llethsel!
%th the :gﬂunaylgigﬂs meatheds ef tgmeﬂ;au j:’::na. ism,
The authey deseribes How menths befere ths waw

gﬁm gor pffers a .n@afg’ Ameriean gummn rte--uefl’
pim informating ef the 4&55643“&@,7?. The jeuraal-
Bt Aechpis, and furnishes $he infermation $9 a Ran
Franeisco evening paper, ° a.'-iafleﬁ?man: is always
corgeet, £68, a5 a masier of fast, it s «3b€a43qgib a'
plaiatat'len sfyner, Wha, by means of & pele pita od 1o
885

& lofty windmill en Hl§ te, i5 able te trap  the
wirplesy messages %;@ bsgweegqfhe ayal De-
partment and the tFnlted Btates Warships in the Pa-
pigsz Hawever, {ha seheme was nothing mere than

Ti8e, Peeauss an the evening Japanesg
nxxa.stda !
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The ssa battle is described with a mast lifelike touch,
and abounds with little incidents, such as that of the
sub-lleutenant who, driven ‘crazy by the awful slaugh-
ter in the turrets, {s found singing comic songs at the
piano in the wardroom, Admira] Train's fleet is de-
ptroyed by Admiral Kamimura,’ The war naturally
has a disastronus effect on the financlal section, and
the author puts the description of the rioting in New
York and the destruction of the Chinese quarter in
the mouth of a reporter, the “star” man of a great
newspaper, On land there is desperate fighting in
Oregon, where the J'a.?a.neaa win a great victory over
the American army, largely composed of volunteers,
The Japanese finally offer terms of peéace., They clalm
the Btates of ‘Washington, Oregon, Nevada, and Call-
fornis, These shall be given Japanese garrisons, and
Be open to Japanese immigration, and under these
conditions J is prepared to resign the right of
immigration into other States. A war indemnity of
two billlen dollars 14 demanded, while San Franciseo
i8 to become & Japanese war harbor, The Phillppines,
Gaum, and Hawall are to' be annexed by Japan, The
United States indignantly reject these te 8, Internal
dissenmions arise between the American-born inhahi-
tants and the immigrant .races, the latter clamoring
for peage, Aus a and Canada send regimsnts to

assiat the Americans against the yellow Invader, and
finally the Japanesa are defeated all along the line, .

on gea a4 on land, And at this point the book abrupt-
ly ceasnes, ’

¥ o P
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THE NAVY LEAGUE AND SEA POWER

.. Mr, R, A, Yerburgh, the president, teek the ehair
at a drawing-room meeting at Grosveéner-house in
supporf of the Navy League, Among these present
were Bir John Cookburn, Admiral the Hon, Bir B, R,
Fremantle, Mr, Bellairs, M.P,, Mr. Pike Pease, MP,,
Captain Kincaid Bmith, M.P, Mr, Nield, MP, Bir ¥
eymour ’.I'rowqr,
Topyn, Blr Frederick Young, Arch-
deason Binclair, Captain Ansen, Mr, and Mrs, Alan
Burgoyne, Commandsr Orutchley (séeretary), Lady
Tryun, the Hen, M gﬂukn-ﬁuuh %P.,
Sandys, M.P, Mr, Mi lemore, M.P.,, . Thoraton,
M.P, ahd Mr, Lyneh, M.P ;
- - The. ghairman said they were h(olding the meeting
by permission of the Duke of Westminster, wha was
ln’ antire nm?athy Wwith the ehjeats of the . league,
The matte of the lea?q was that of the eld Velynteer
hody, "Defence, not deflance,”. They reeegnimed that
Eha suprema {nterest of the esupiry was peace, and
Hat the best method ef reserying it was to main-
tain A fleet strong ens 1o held itw ewn with the
fleets of any twe other powers, and to keep that fleet
in readiness fey war, They preachsd the dectrine of
sea power, and they were yery feryent missipnaries
indped, and .were andea.ve!ja? to .the best of thelr
ability ts edueate the,pbaple, n the prineiples ef the
true faith of pea p?wea, They were faced in this
country with a yery large ameount of ignoranee on the
fquestion of tha,_na,vg. The development of the Gep-
man Nayy League shewed what was thought ef Bych
?uavsmea in Germany, They had been tald that the
uttu'& ef one s;eat epuntry lay upen the water, The
histery of Hngland jay Gpen the wates, but the
masses did net reailws that they degae,naad. for their
fopd aqulv and the raw material of thels eommerae
lzx;ga at eame afmss‘t:hp pes; . 'The task af en-
i gag; ng the people, theugn a hard 6Rne, was nbﬁ im=
pepsiple. In the coming semsion the gountey weuld be
;: 3 at:u‘ 't argze ef\ wo raads, tefaa ¥ whieh the
a ; i {he enjo B
Bégrm sgel asg ald-age pemﬁs. n‘g te é’?;i‘ﬁ Fé aéag
My an% ayy Hstimates mi tB'Ee ent down, The
g aF P megpt the shouldering by the aaw‘xyy of
hj ien whish an ;MWG’ the army g‘{& Rayy
s o8 would eatall. ¥He he md,that 8 peaple
:aqp e take iks‘ ght reaqd It they wepe
erly mefa ¥ thelr Jeadess, THey wantad the
on af the eouniry to exevoise thelr ;a%uam, ¥
a, meetings, gevxﬂ_ aing ‘hugahn, aAnd gdissemingt-
g information, and they could alsa help hy orzanig-
ing exeursions ff pld and yeubqt t;imepha 9 the parts,
see what a battleship peally was,

1
and Lady

where they cou

BUFR 8aid that sea 6F Was @ssen-
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Eagtaln Hincald Simiih, MR, Me Middlemers, M,
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In ‘Deferis_e_a_ of Japan

e HE Toklo correspondent of the ILondon
Times, writing under date of May 13th,
writes as follows: :

A great majority of the charges which
it has now become the fashion to' prefer
agalnst Japan are so vague that they defy
either confirmation or refutation. That de-
fect is specially observed with regard to
the favorite accusation that she is not

carrying out the policy of the 0?6!1 door in. Man-
churia, If there -be any grounds for such a cﬁ cism
they havé not hitherto en concrete shape, and it Is
easy to ses that the Japanese are growing impatient
in the presence of judges who condemn without hear-
ing'the case for the defence and even without stating
that for the prosecution, It is frankly admitted that
the relics of mllitary control in Manchuria could not
be immediately removed. Many of the adventurers
who originally followed in the wake of the victorious
armies remained after the latter's return; and, being
thus freed from the restraints of martial law, were
gometimen ilty of viclence and excesses not un-
llkel{ to offend the Chinese inhabitants and to dis-
credit the Japanese natlion, Itiis also frankly admit-
ted that the rn.llwa?' service invited complaint, for,
pending the conversion of the line to the wide gauge,
the only available rolling stock was that originally
brought from hf"n for military uses; and thus while,
on the one hand, neither comfort for pasaéngers not
faollities for transport could be duly provided, on the
other, the soldier guards who had to accompany each
train as a protection against Hung-hutsu -were so
much in. evidence as to suggest the continuance of
military administration, = Very probably these guards
themselves, not at first appreciating the Hmits newly
imposed on thejr functions, behayed in a more or less
arblirary manner, and thus gave warrant for adverse
eriticlam, But apart from these special features the
Japaness ara eyldently perplexed t6 understand in
What their offence consiats, They layally evacuated
Manchuria and restored it to Ohina, who, but for their
armed intervention, must have permanently lést the
three previnces, 'I’hey threw open Dalny to foreign
trade and agreed to the establishment of a Chinesa
customs Heuse there, thus conferring a great advan-
tage on the trade of Russia, whao, for geveral months,
continued te gend her merchandise duty free aeross
the nerthern frontier, They rectified the differential
rates impesed under the Russian regimem with the
intention of develeping Dalny at Newchwang's ex-
pense, They held China to her promiss as to o ening
new marts in Manehuria, In shert, they honeatly en-
deavered to keep the deer fully epen, and.until some
gpecifie instanes of vielating that policy can be ad-
duged agamat. em, they net unreasonably ask te be
udged Cf established faots, not by vague generaliza-
ions, Certainly it was neot at the hands of Anglo-
8&’? justice that they leoked for amy such  trdat-
men 2 e
There is, hewever, one eharge whieh is net only
tangible, but also has been preferred with suely in-
gistenee as to ereate very exaggerated impressions,
It relates to trade-marks, Any one réading the com-
ments of the lecal press in the Far Has t and the eor.
resppadense addressed to certain heme jourangls must
vonelude that imitatien ef foreign tra e-marks 8 &
ponstant praetice of Japanese merchants, and that
the laws of Japan furnish no pretestion ingt push
frauds, At the last meeting of the Shanghaj bransh
ef the. China Assosiatien, ihe ehairman, evidently
misled by all this talk exanemq the pelief that &
Japanese eould acquire a tifle to use a foreign trads-
gzark wemlm{ pegistering it in his ewn pame in
pan, and he could always resister it hy maic
ing some slight altepatien, Now the fast ig f t the
irade-mark law of Japan jg framed after Hurepean
madels, put differs fram the law of Ensiand, inasmueh
@5 the former recegniwes the prineiple of prierity of
registration, whereas the latter attaches %ﬁil’hﬁ ta
priority of use, A eumsory ohserver might therefere
make ;aiuoake of inferring that the mere registra-
tien of g Qaei?l frade-mark by & Japameps in :
gonfers a title to pirate impunity, But sus t}l
Py na meansg the easp, The ) ,qu distinetly
haﬁgdeﬂ hat na tl:g'e;mk Whieh was in use prier
the dats of the Jaw's enfaresment and whieh eon-
HiRues t9 Pe in use can be regist in faver of any
other than its epil'!nui gwner, whether the %:,
eF %&! has net pegistered ;g in Japanm, and that
eg; n snall barefused te all trade-marks ealeu-
ved 1o deveive g te werk fraud upen the publis,

$

gathered up my reins and drew out g pistol.
noise came nearer. There was no mistake—it w
ooach, and the.time was about the hour I reck
to meet with my Lord Sherrington. " Now that
meeting had grown so close I felt a strange er
ment’ of the whole ‘adventure. I edged Betty g,
from the clump of trees. As I did so the coach top,
the hill, and rolled clumsily forward, the .
steaming under the lights of the lampa.

“Stand "and. deliver!” I cried suddenly, disguis-
ing my voice. 1 rode forward to the edge of the road
and showed my: pistol. :

“Drop the reins!” I shouted. The-coachman obey-
ed me, and the horses, breathed when their long climp
came to a halt, !

The window .of the coach dropped with a rattle,

“Fire, lads, fire!” cried Lord Sherrington, stretch-
fng his head out. “Let fly at the rascal!” .

“Sir, I beseech you have acare! The-light in tha
carriage is a good guide for a bullet!”

;... The two men.in the rumble-loosed.their pistols ¢
me; but fright and’'an ill. acguaintance.with shoot
sent dhe bullets far wide of their-aim, . ., :
“+“Drop your pistols or by, the Lord:Harry my men
Wil fire!” 'I"cried; st thé ssme’ time turning to th.
trees” that were. by .the’ side of the  roagy - “Cover

o asssaiifv s them, lads, .and when I eall—fire and wing fem!" |
e I rode to the cottage at'the fost of the hill leads’ g 1 S e R D TN o S A e

shouted. ) 7 3 i1

~TPnE footmen; Pully persuaded that-T ‘had ‘s poss
of men. ¢oncealed; Aropped their barkers wgth & clat-
ter, ‘and ‘sat shiyering appreliénsively, staring.at the
iy G ke i PRI R frs s

+'I'rode to the window of the ecoach. : . it
, My Lord Sherrington,” I said, bowing, ‘but st
Speaking in my feigned voice; “it grieves mie to show
you so apparent -a: discourtesy, but ‘poverty -is
strange master. and constrains us 'to many odd tasks
Sweet mistress, have 'no féar. - No personal harm is
intended.” 5 e < L iy
L “Sin” my Lady Betty answered,  sitting. proudly
erect, “I have no fear of such towardly ruffians as
you.” - it St f
My Lord Sherrington lpoked taken aback, butiin no
whit afraid. = He stared at me narrowly for a.mémen:
durin®” which my heart ‘was in ‘my mouth, and then
shrugged his shoulders, ' N
“An ‘the gout had held off I'd-have dropped:you”

"he“sald;’ "but as it is—what will ‘you?: We 4re a

your mercy.” - ! ; i Bia s of

“That ivory-headed cane is of some value, 'and I
have taken a mighty fancy to it,” I said.

“It is of little moment,” he answered, “but it is
yours, Hand it to him Betty, for I'm crippled, a plague
take it!” 28

My Lady Betty handed out the trophy ‘with her
own fair white hands. :

As I saw her, calm and . perfectly fearless, my
heart went out to her as it had never done -before,
long as I hdd loved her. : H

At this I sat back on my horse and made a show
of listening. Then I called to my imaginany con-
confederates in the clump of trees. :

“Save yourselves, lads! Here be
men coming!”

This I had planned within myself as an rexcuse
for riding off merely with the cane.

Then an unexpected thing happened. As I row-
elled my mare for the feigned flight, I became aware
of the noise of hoofs beating on the Heath. I 'looked
up to see some four horsemen riding at us from the
direction of the lane upon whaich I have already made
comment, : .

‘ My mare sprang forward gallantly, but they were
too . close upon us, Two bullets whistled past my
head, and then three men, strongly mounted;” hem-
med me-in, one seizing my mare’s reins:-and bringing
her hack on her haunches. I laid.about.me with-the
ivory-handled cane, but in.a trice I was tarown from
the saddle, and after a rough' struggle “was bound
dand.and fagke: >el > oL oHetroqgetsng thp
yio Lylng. as. 1. was.upon. thevdeath: with -m§! nead
pointéd away from the coach, I could see pothing that
was -happéning. i ;

* “Thanks,” I heard by Lord Sherrington say. “A
thousand thanks. Gad, sirs, you came but in the
nick of time! How happened you to be here?"

“We be the Sheriff’s men, and we had wind of this
affair.  We've ' Jooked” for un this: many a ndight.
‘Cap'en 'Awk will be on the wing tonight,’ was -the
wurd, and 'ere we be.” .

“Ah, ’'tls handsome for us that you were so near.
A known man, eh? Gad, the rascal shall swing for
it! On the King's Highway—and the King’s High
Sheriff, too—monstrous! (Devilish monstrous! Come,
unmask him! Let's look at the villain’s face.”

I heard my Lord Sherrington amble forward, and
with him came the rustle of silken skirts, I lay in
an agony of shame. One rascal snatched my
mask, and my Lord Sherrington thrust a la tern in
my. face. I stared up‘at him. .

“Ronald!” he cried In"a thick vofce:
Betty screamed, and tottered backwards.

“Unhappy lad,” the old man said, “unhappy lad!

the. Sherift's

.
My * Lady

.I heard rumors of debts and devilry;. but this-<oh,

Ronald, Ronald, that a Greville should come to this!”
“8ir,” I criled, “'tls a mistake!” i
“Nay, add not lylng tot!” he sald sternly . yet

thickly, as though he were in truth greatly"g;iegpd.

“Indeed, 'twas a wager! I can prove it by-wit-
nesses!” . : s

"“Ay, lying hounds like yourself!  This be rnot the
first time either. Y¥You know the mah?’ he added,
turning to the first officer. g

“Ay, 'tls the 'Awk sure enuff.” -

“And 1 was travellng with much gold tonight!”

“I swear I knew nothing of that!” I cried.

“Lads,” sald Lord Sherrington, “I know this
wretched man's parents. For their sakes I would let
him go; He shall trouble this country no more.”

Suddenly there was a shout close to us. Lying as
I was I could make nothing of it, but there Wwas a
stir among those standing round. ‘

“Cut those bonds! There’s villainy abroad. But
you've got the wrong man! I've got the right one!
Here, Harry, cut ’emi"” - :

My heart gave a bound! It was Charlie’s voice.
A form leant over me and a quick knife severed my
bonds., I sprang to my feet. By me was Harry
Marston, a friend of Charlie's, and with him were
two or three others known to me, Charlie himself
was in the saddle alongside my cousin, Sir Mande-
ville, holding a pistol to the villain’s head.

“My Lord Sherrington,” Charlie cried, “this esca-
pafie of Ronald’s was a frolio, a mere wager! But
this hound, this white llyered dog, who shall be
kicked most handsomely, had nearly worked it to
his undoing. The wager was made when we were
all somewhat heated with wine,’* : ¢

+"Come, come, Sir Charles,” sald my Lord Sher-
rington, “these officers have sworn to Ronald being

‘The Hawk']” R
“These are no officers—they are ‘eut-throat un-

hanged dogs, hired by Sir Mandevillel. . Ask them

for their badges. Curs, we have you—own up and
yeu shall go free, Be silent and——

“We be poor men,” the leader snivelled, “and he
tempted us, ‘We were to be plaguey well rewarded
if we pistolled you,” pointing to me., “We were to
Awear to you being the 'Awk when we unmasked you.
It were mo plaguey dark it spotled our aim.”

‘Good, Ilud, *twas worse than I imagined!” crled
Charlis, “I had & suspi¢ion that Sir Mandeville meant
foul play so as to win the wager, I ferréted about
until I heardof the hiring of rascals to masqusrade
‘a8 Bheriff's men. Then I took the llberty of bringing
A few friends with me to see far play, We can all
swear to Bir Mandeville being with these men half
an heur agone,” o/

“RHonald]” cried my Lerd Sherringten, “my lad
gan yoeu forgive my error? Gad, to think I set you
dewn as a gallows-bird]”

Lady Betty came to my side, o

“Renald,” she said, l_eo{lne up at me with dewy

“hy Lerd|"” I eried, "I must e'sen play my part &
little longer, I covet another of your possessions.”

“Eh, what? Lud, lud!” he eried,

“Hven mLLuly Betty,” I said, ~

And my Lady Betty, with one swift look at/ me,

ped her soft jittle hand jnte mine,

Be I won mueh, very mueh that was dear to me,
in r.y. fx::ld_ frolie, !

P the men, we jet them and my eeusin,

Bir Mandeville Ullabreok, after ulfx:i?lnhnq the mort-
Eages upen my esta feh: he did under een-

utm.igt‘e: fiir Charles—left the vountry for France :

]
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