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An Highwayman—A
By Walter E. Grogan, in The Graphic

t

a T is folly, Ronald; egad, it is forse than 
folly, it is madness! I swear the liquor 
has muddled your wits. Gentlemen, 
gentlemen, I protest! For a man wear
ing His Majesty's uniform it is the mad
dest escapade wiile or a wench could 
hatch! Cry off, Ronald!"

There was a mighty burst of laughter 
in the room, and cappings of the table 

with sword-hilts, and the noise of it buzzed in my 
ears.

i
Sir Charles, my*man Tom (an honest rascal), and my
self. Then I waited.

Ten days after the making of the wager Sir Charles 
called on me in the afternoon and carried me off, 
willy nilly, to make mÿ compliments to my Lord Sher
rington and the Lady Betty, who were to leave town 
that evening for their own place in Essex.

"Lud, Ronald," he said, "the Fates play into your 
hand! There is a most convenient heath, some fif
teen miles oiit, which, they are bound to pass. ’Tis 
vulgarly called ‘Barebones Heath!" Send your man 
down with Betty as a led hack and let him stable her 
in the old cottage that stands at the foot of thé hill 
leading to the Heath. I passed there a week agone. 
The cottage is mostly in ruins, and stands a matter 
of forty yards on the left'of the high road. He can 
leave both mask and coat there, arid I'll wager twill 
remain undisturbed for a; twelvemonth, for the place 
has an evil name through the murder of an old Jew 
that lived there,”

My Lord Sherrington’s town house was in the 
City of Westminster, and we were late in.pur arrival. 
I was. ill pleased .to observe that my cousin was in 
close conversation with my sweet Betty.' I Strode 
across the room to her side. V-.

bu,f £ Is no new thing." ' I bowed to her, and she rose and curtseyed, look- gathered up my reins and drew out a nistnl -in,
love my father ‘most dutiful"630 ^ ceTS? oTtbe 18 There was no mistlke-U'wa,:

"L have^an Pesteem forbh m^and'a!!m Ir» H r „ A sn?I,e crept into my face. For mÿ life I could, to meet with ^my^ord^Sheftlngton. °Now that°thJ
beafl lnvîI'f^t>^m i5°r *and admiration for his have done nought to stifle it. I ever had some sense meeting had grown so close I felt a strance Pnith“ 
^édaal me ** heart’ bU‘— She P*Used *nd and th,e,=omeaV of it lurkink beneath the ment of the who™ adventure dVd Be^aS

of toehLrxicLn?hanyo^0but,'^?fiinr<?nln ^ Wh0‘8 "FarewtiV'Tsaid^'T go°to °m™ appointment. It 1^1116 atrm’iLd^tiumtily 5 torwaVt, C°aCh t0PPeJ
“Ruf tboro i?’1! y0U but’ . 1 a lî* , uck serves me 1 snail meet tonight the fairest queen steaming under the lights of the lamns

ing m^ivoiœ”^! ^-ode^orwàrd^odh^edg^of

"TOU would have me I shouted.' The coachman obev.
I 'W-hSeSg^7ô his own Place in Essex, where & room and s!Tut.- 1 ^ * ** ^ breathed "hen their long cSl

w«th » ^
a tkwe ^^e,the nlsht through, and I shall be alone ‘,‘1 have somewhat to do,” he answered fog h/s hefldSnnftire'“T^tr fid Sherrington, stretch-
wlth. an. old man who is no .longer mÿ father, but a “Laid, ’tis wonderful!” I cried “The laziest man * 1,61 f1^ at the r.asc^- '

w sssssp® ? c™“ - -swrws
waUsrn4yiL\otelreefselarV^b^ mUCh th.at my work -jjg» own, Ronald, and no less important than me,

tbe^t'e? hurt3ilhbitSto°nnS 5°or IZ. aim then torZ^Z^ont tiarry my

It-T M T1 to-tMiage at the foot of the h,„ lead, shouted8^* aD<* when I call—fire and wing 'em!"

my love to the Lady Betty hardened me td a resolve i rode to the window of the 'Jthingl throu8h wlth my undertaking in spite of all I'M^ Lord Sherrington," I said, bbwlng,'but still

tured." " I " ■— , ■ > . Speaking In my feigned voicei "It grieves me to show
"Briefly ’fis that you Join US in'the ride. Not foi dented my ?idi!g Ltt^aW to the trtotog of'the’tîs”’ *° aPJ9a/ent a «“«courtesy, bpt poverty is a.

sweetly as a spring hedge' bursting to bloom I cdutd rttid^’NIitre wL^no ^andthe^ wa^vlty ereef1^! btv anahwer6d' Proudly
^forno word ," The mW„ was stm a ^ Lit^not tnd’ agaTn taked muf«e5 Sfe 1 haV6 8° t6ar °r.SUCh taman

seemed JS*Sherrington .poked taken aback, butjln no
hedged in all ways, for Iff went notwith her I should ant a!LTse^tatote? wTsh^d^ysel?^! oti S5U^L.H* stared atmenarrowly for amément

,.aw;»5Bi -I w. 1j&,,6,,e,t^SrSl&tUT5S 'Jk JZV&TSiffaS toli-TL”'"*1 1.ç* 55 iMsw&Æ’Sf ras ""Then s.r T „,i, , =, prlmed wlth 8tronS “Quors, for they spoke loudly and takeit“ y’ f crippled, a plague
gent affair will iSSlStiàt^a^ti^^i ha^walktt I touTd tTby^n^T?, SS5 W Betty handed out the trophy with her

you come an hour or so before the time appointed I horse? hoofs When they were abreast of mv hid! W a falTr whItevhande',
!fUht-n?tt!?cttons?" WM dwW? t0 the masn|tude lng place my mare grew restless, and moved, the heart te^t'tut'to hpe/feCtly feadess’ m>'

be^attractiotté! My Lady Betty was yet young, noise of her movement striking sharply on the air. Ion! a» I hia Lwt ht 1 had
întmû b t Iet her wound peep throu«h her At the same time an owl, disturbed by the noise, flew % this I tat °back^on mv horse ,nri m„a

"’?^rt TortorImatkhed’tb!UntIy-A , ' men groaL^ott irdry l Lmemberet to! Inffito Æ !lum!If *L7 imaginary ti

I care not to remember the creature’s name. But tlon the cottage had and made no doubt thev took comeaerates in the clump of trees.
Man1deUvin?Ull!brrontkten’nrtht,rk m ln.formant' Sir the noises for supernatural agencies. The Idea so men^mlnt6"1"36^68' BdS! b® S,le?i,t's
Mandeyllle Ullabrook, and he will refresh your mem- pleased my fancy that I shouted with laughter Ev- , ,
uni wmS<lnrSP#i to describe the mingled bitterness en to my own ears my laugh sounded most^érie, and for^ridlng o^nfe'rew'with‘th” mySe,f as an rexcuse 

" ? X06- . . the two men with muffled cries urged their horses to for r'dlng off mere,y ^lth the cane.
™ a lie! I cried, furious ait the lngenous dev- a band gallop, and fled up the hill. , Then an unexpected thing happened. As I row-

i!L.t »i,0tU,o”.Wbo 5E lald h!s pian »o cleverly that In some little while I ventured out upon the road e*,ed my mare for the feigned flight, I became 
t “m*1 either lose my wSger or the esteem of my mis- and moved slowly up the hill, so gaining the heath. I of lhe nolee ot hoofs beating on the Heath. I. looked 

... ..... . „ . , made my halting place beneath a little clump of trees “p «° see ®°™e four horsemen riding at us from the
wnat calls you forth r ahô queried, with not a dozen yards from the road and at the ton of direction of the lane upon which I have, already made 

‘Spiür*?" LI’S*' -, * „ „ _ the hill where It entered upon a level stretch. Here comment. ...
1 T.? '1'. , I opined the coach would nearly come to a standstill,

°lr» B°e said stiffly, , "E would not seek to detain and my work would be all the easier'for It. At 
■T t ii„siû'iz , back a little used lane ran on to the heath. It might. -J .?2ua otf- 1 i,r HeaYan never smiled on have been an eighth of a mile away. This lane gave
êh« utselg-hiM®he, waa j1^e a child, a womanly child. me some concern, tor once I thought I caught the

,ohlld * face, 4air, peachy; long-lashed, big sound of horses moving. It sounded like the tramp 
«5™ Ahtï' ? a dear A11?1 of more iban one’ *?»* after a wl>ile of listening, I

S T* ^d lnnooent- waa tha

the horses

"Come, Charlie, ’tis a pretty test; a pretty, elegant
ly conceived frolic," lisped Ensign Barker.

“Of course. If Ronald has no stomach for the en
terprise-------’’ began my cousin, Sir Mandeville Ulla
brook, In soft. Suave tones.

I jumped to my feet at that The lights whirled 
before me, and I caught a jumble of staring faces, 
but ot which my cousin's shaped Itself distinctly. I 
saw the sneer of his thin lips, the arrogant iounge 
of his figure in the oak backed chair, the nonchalant 
way In which he tapped his snuff bbx and fastidi
ously treated his nose, and these things whipped toy 
blood—already hot with wine—to frenzy. ...

There was already bad blood between us. Sir 
Mandeville had ever been such a cool, calculating 
fellow as would smile you out of a birthright. He 
had fastened on me when I first joined my regiment; 
had taught me all the engaging Vices-’by which a 
man might lose money; and the upshot of it all was 
that he tightly held certain papers that would give 
him my estate In Hertfordshire whenever fié chose 
to foreclose. And, In addition to this, he had' entered 
the listé against me with Lady Betty Sherrington.

“I have all the stomach In the world!" I cried.
Sir Charles Vandecker- plucked me by the coat

tails.
“Don’t be a fool, Ronald!” he said, angrily.
"Charlie's muzzling the puppy,” lisped Ensign 

Harker.
“Let him go, Charlie!” cried Captain Vane. “'Tis 

a pretty enterprise,' and, gad! why, the Lord Harry, 
you always spoil sport beats me!"

Charlie looked him levelly between the eyes.
“If any gentlemtn wishes to question my conduct 

I shall be proud to refer him to my friend Ronald 
Grevllle."

“Lud, how hot you be!" cried Captain Vane, In 
vast hurry, for Charlie’s barkers shot with rare pre
cision. “No one questions your conduct and If Ron
ald shies at the game there’s an end on’t”

My cousin opened his mouth to speak, but closed 
it again, noting that Charlie was waiting for his 
Words. Three men -hipped in one season made 
chary of differences with Sir Charles Vandecker.

I rose again, and this time Charlie sighed and let

"I don’t shy!” I shouted. “Zounds, gentlemen, 
you don’t know the Grevillesl Come, come, ’tis a 

-pretty wager, a mighty pretty wager. We are all 
gentlemen of honor, and the conditions need go no 
further. Come, you are agreed?”

Those half-dozen acquainted with the wager gave 
solemn assurances of secrecy, even Charlie joining 
ruefully with them. /

“Then, Mandeville, this Is the way of it. I alone 
and unaided, will stop the coach of my Lord Sherring
ton on the King's highway within a month ot this 
date, and bring you here—in the presence of these 
gentlemen^—some token recognizable to you all as be
longing to him, and so persuade you of Its accomp
lishment If I fall to do this or seek help in the stop
ping of the coach, I am to forfeit five hundred- pounds.
“I wto—-and, lud, I swear I will!—You, Sir Men- 
vlUe Ullabrook. will forfeit to me a llk*,eum. And you 
on your part, swear to breathe no tferd concerning 
this, or In any way hinder the accomplishment of my 
escapade." • *

My cousin smiled a triumphant assent.
"The odds should not be so level as that!” erled 

Charlie. Lud, Mandevillé, you have set a devllsh 
bargain! Come, you hold papers ot Ronald’s 
Plaguey notes S<„fcand binding hie estates In forfeit.
Wagerthose agalStthe five hundred, and, gad! sit 
•twill be less ot a mookery.” u .- .-va

Mandeville choked with anger. .
Iarl“°Ckeryr h® hlS8etL "Dammèi this goélt ;'too

t.viTi.1 5° Sther'a aoawered Charlie, now heated and 
.taking up the cudgels for me right handsomely; "I 
eay It le grossly, monstrously unfair!”
shortly. made my proposals, Mandeville said A U IlT19.^i<n9t*V "Wflt* Th® battle Is described with a most lifelike touch,

“They are scurvily unfair! What eay you een y W Hi and abounds with little Incidents, euoh as that of the
tiemen?" ay you’ een' -------- sub-tieutenant who driven crazy by the awful slaugh-

“Zounds, Mandeville, Charlie has the rleht of it! ■*“”** BERLIN correspondent, writing under date ÎS«£e.!urreta’J* foumî coml° at the iwuii.ijLi..e ^ ^
His condition, are better in accord in truth to 4 l of June 26, saÿs; Under the title of "Ban- Vhet wardroom, Admiral Train’s fleet la de- P1iHggH.g! Tokl° correspondent of the London
the coach of a Sheriff of a -County Is un<i*n*/.?!£P M l sal" a writer concealing his Identity be- stroyed by Admiral Kamhnura/ The war naturally Times, writing under date of May 12th,
ably hazardous. It cannot be contradictedi i néaththe pseudonym e? “Parabellum" has a disastrous effect on the financial section, and writes as follows;odds of the wager should favor the doer !fdth!?nV^S « 1 publishes this morning a most readable ttie author puts the description of the rioting In New wfiv , A great majority of tne charges which
Ensign Harker soberly thought himself a i ™. ronmnee, which, after the manner of “Der !£* “5, ”? «tstructlon ot the Chinese quarter In 11 has now become the fashion to prefer
ter of the niceties of etiquette between —l Wedtrieg," "Beestern,” and several other th® ” th ot^a reporter,'the "star" man of a great & against Japan are so vague that they defy

8o the conditions were altered In such works, deals with a great war, the newspaper. On land there Is desperate fighting In ffl| either confirmation or refutation. Thatde-
Charlle’s proposals, fo^the %h!« deetot^tt?e evid!to , final struggle between the United States Oferon, where the Jananese win a great victory over ■rT-U feet Is specially observed with regard to 
umbrage of my cousin, hurrled to eunnort th.m "d t and Japan, There to a similarity of style and de- $5® Am«rlcan army, largely composed ot volunteers. , the favorite accusation that she to not

In the sober light of the next day i Ve^n^d th.» spription between “Beestern" and "Bansal," and this, ïïî, 5?* I3? 0#feT t^m8 ot paa<ie’ They claim carrying out the policy ot the open door in Man-
I had »et myself a pretty task » teiL w-.-i!?1 taken Ih conelderatien with the fact that both works ^LPtatm1' Washington, Oregon, Nevada, and Call- ohurla. If there be any grounds for such a criticism
deemed Impossible. P In ’thto vl?w I are published by file firm of BleterlchT of Leipzig. î00111’ These shall be given Japanese garrisons, and they have not hitherto taken concrete shape, and it to
Charlie, who lounged Into mv room L'thî r"phe!d strengthens the belief that toey arti the same author 66 2i.în to Japanese Immigration, and under these «“J to see that the Japanese are growing Impatient

Sto Charles 1Vandeeke? ™ , "Bansiti," however, to hardly a eertotw political *5dy ®°n<“tl0”? 1» Prepared to resign the right of ” th« Dreaence judges who condemn without hear-
1» year./tod£dfftïïdî ^L.1 01 » Sf*t problem', It to ratLr a,!rl„ A ^,ar of ”gthe case for the defence and even without stating
same regiment of Dragoons to ,rtilc™T stiîl * modem war, depicted with euoh a wealth of-detail P 1 °n doUfrs le dwnanded, while Ban Francisco tnat tor the prosecution, It to frankly admitted that
as lieutenant, but three yeare of rou!h werir In îru!d ^ vlvld lncldent M 10 warrant the aeeumptlon that ÎLl J^ÎS1'J*P««eee war harbor. The Philippines, rebce ot military control In Manchuria oould not
dare and come affinity of taste‘lmd-knitted our the author must have gone through recent cam- ïîd,5e',w5 L .,to be- annexed by Japan. The g» immedlatsly removed. Many of the adventurers
together. ’ anittea our souls peigne, united States Indignantly reject these terms, Internal Who originally followed to the wake ot the victorious

"Ronald, you have ant tha davit The sonna naans *t Manu. u - - , ^ dlseensionz arise between the American-born lnhabl- armies remained after the letter's return, and, being
unless I am woefuHy mistaken liiîavl 1 a lv2ï' e”d out cable communleàtlon^with î*”1* and tlle tomlgrant races, ths latter olamorlng thus treed from the restraints ot martial law, were
the waeer Is as a?nd a^ in.t A L a , n,?„dtmbt,that d!vs A?I dMht?a. tn^?,« n^.!h?.A ?l JL^da <^ for peace, Auetralla and. Canada send regiments to sometimes guilty ot violence and excesses not un-
etare îfyeu *ad JJ11 thanlc the arrival of -------- 5,el*.t the Americans against the yellow Invader, and llkeJy t0 °««nd the Chinese Inhabitants and to dto-
fetture cf mï! m™^!’ M more than the for- a^f wMeh dîLrlL a^ton^toe* vol^2f ,S,i^ flnaUy the J«,an*»e "e defeated all along the line credit the Japanese nation. It, to also frankly admlt-
reuure et your money KSHtos tray?d thT^bles R toïn? «nïït^22 ^ Î*1 ,ea M 68 land- And at this point the book abrupt- ‘«d that the railway service Invited complaint, for,
hund«d n«??d^ 1 ufh wlti* ï”s ejsrm. The five American mnhoïïa mïnl,,™i 0StM?Si. •! Iy ee“•,' pending the conversion ot the line to the wide gauge,
w,m‘lUTtoe1 raME eeemed to ™e the - -------------------- -o-.................... .

j|W6y, what eeuld be’wereer l cried, ÎSfd to at*vyar^îth^an^1 th th&t thelr 13,1 the one hand, neither comfort tor passengers not

-to-*"’"'-1 THBNAVYLEAQ2îANDseapow=r sssssm
"M# is that and morè” f a aid «k k torpedoed the latter, and made #roed her escape, The ** * àrawine-room meeting at Groevener-house in military administration Verv neohahlv

ssssü'tm iimiS'Hss mmmmm
his Ups," 1 U t at ., With..eenelderable ingenuity the author «hews hew B?r L Md Ladv ^r!hv?,nHl?tw;e^.'.i^tyv2?2. ^2'îr' »rs evidently perplexed to understand to

"Lady Betty has a fortune of seme size •• ni..«ii« • th» Japanese had prepared their plans with a ntoety deaaon Btoflltl/ rlntïhi ^ 58' Arch- what their offence consists. They loyally evacuated
sati, a tortune oc seme size, Charlie which admitted of no hiteh, The AmertoaM are sur- ^Ad MAri’ ,Àlîn Manchuria and restored It to China, who, but for their

( Sharlle, |f you inalsuate____ ’’ prised by land and sea Is the depth of peace, and, be- Tryun^tha £ u HiïïÆL,tTe^)'« ^adY aPm6d Intervention, must have permanently lost the
( ""Beusda what alto veu ^»to7^Fia „ * a. hra they ean turn to defend themselves, find Japanese BandvÉ vs” ! P» ®9lMel three provinces, They threw open Dalny to foreign

disfavor thather Brotiy^ha^d^üi B? bef ln/t88eBBi,OR °i thelF ermerleg, faetarles, fortresses, uKÆ toe^MP ’ M'^"' Mr' ThorBtan’ trade and agreed to the establishment ot a Chinese
von well Sart t»®K.rnS tîî «Ü1 and tkn8W and barracks, gas Franolsoo to the ebjeetlve of thé Ldmeh. M.U, /. customs house them, thus conferring a great advan,
to’ensfaero^aFhm?*?s first attapki the surrounding districts, with their huit- . The Chairman said they were Melding the meeting tage on the trade of Russia, who, for several months,
dtstotMMtoa « b f d8' But Mandeville ie none so dyeds of Japanese eoelies, have been organised so that ^ permtoaton ef the Duke of Westminster, wha was continued te send her merchandise duty free across

too ohioo,. ., at a given signal the coolies, provided with east-off jfl^Ptlfe sympathy with the objects ef the league, the northern frontier. They rectified the differential
, Af' the shiners aa an attorney laves American uniforme purchased from needy soldiers, Tim motto ef the league was that of the eld Volunteer rates Imposed under the Russian regimen with the
* _ , and arms which have been smuggled Inie the eountry body, Defense net defiance," They raeegntoed that Intention ef developing Dalny at Newchwang’s ex-

b® ^ I?8 fivs hundred from Î2T "adnths. past under every Imaginable ferai, eau ro^eilnte^8l tbe country was peace, and Pense, They held China to her premise as te opening
F»!™ aflaifty la deeper that he may disgrace -you: Ç»lee ei1 the administration and tha railway, in Ban |hat tne best method of preserving It was to main- BeW marts in Manchuria, In short, they honestiy en-

eyes ef fee f,ady Betty and her father,” Franolsoo the invaders congregate In the underground tain afleet strong enaugb to held Its own with the deavared to keep the deer fully epen, rod-until some
fhewhpje troth ef the business flashed upen me, cellars of China Town, rebuilt after the earthquake, Peets any two other powers, and to keep that fleet SPeolfle instance of violating that policy can be ad-

Ttoi I gmtfta4: ' mad, taking advantage ef the tog, seise the barracks ,n readiness tej war, They preached the doctrine ef duœd Mralnst them, they not unreasonably ask to be
eteiip, what a feel I am!" I cried. ^ waterworks, the ejectrie light plant, the tolegrapli were yery fervent missionaries judged^y bstablished faets, not by Vague generaltoa-

'•Mandevfflê is ft seeuadrel, a euaning scoundrel etatiims, and capture the forts without numb ade, sup- Lin6.!6'tA”d were endeavoring to the best ot their lioBe' Certainly It was net at the hands of Anglo-
Hflti, 9F $'4 have had him hipped ere this. He roes P0!4!1! from the seq by a Japanese eruiser bqusdren, A Pbl!itV to educate the paeplejn the prinelples ef the Bason justice that they leaked ter any such treat-
»t IB6 Lftdy Betty has smiles tor you and Is none *18tabJe ia the eempleteneas Pf the surprise sea p®wer' They ware faced to this me2& , .
I fSFWm With Pirn, and the knowledge rankles,Td !faatoiU™itSi^d, ^ a el!îe'L r»SO, Which availed ÿseif d?aa|fy wÀth.Lv”y’al,^>œ°unl of Ignorance on the There is, however, ene eharge which to net only
igfc 6 gWFFe} with him and pottle it by giving him rn,th sptessrisieg methods of Amsriean jeurnallsm, ~U„„ tiSa >tb„^,Bavï' ■ develepment of the Oer- tangible, but also has been preferred with euoh to-
i the 0B*ten, but that he’s toe cunning to taS »uthor describes hew' fflpathS hefere the war a man Navy Ledgue shewed what was thought ef such f,lBte»e.e aa epeate very exaggerated impressions,
- stranger offers a npedy Amortoan jauraaitot te roU FSVPmentS In Qermany, They had been told that ths ft relates to trade-marks, Any ene reading the oom-

St e'en stop the eeaeh and hri==, „= „„ P*F ‘«tormatlen ef |be American hayy, The journal- gT8at P,eu«try fay upon the water, The meats of the lecal press to the Far Hast and the ear.
Bktosto IVOTV-handfed cate or AeTOpts, and furnishes $hO infermatienfo 0 Ban lliater? England .lay Upon the water, hut the tospendenee addressed to certain home joignais must

w^a matter troflr a§UG“ Francisco evening paper, The-information is always masses did net realise that they depended for their conclude that Imitation ef foreign trade-marks Is a
f he donJ3ud throe servant I-up pff9F' A® WW ef faet, ft Is obtained by q- edtPi7 tha raw materia! of thetr eommOTee Peastant praetloe of Japanese merchants, a“d that

r flaht wh^n a bold knhtot Jr to b Î plantation ewnro, who.hy meqns at q pale attached te HpE?0J„attkeeW8 V'ti® ^0 sea, The task of #n- the tows of Japan furniah no protection against suchaaBarasao g gsg^Stoassae
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men- “I am desolate,. Lady Betty.” : -I said,-«‘That- we are 
to lose so much beauty and so soon.”

"Indeed!" shè answered, lifting her long lashes and 
glancing merrily at me with'-a smile in her violet 
eyes. “This be news. Is Covent - Garden. ta be dis
established, or is the playhouse In Drury Larie to be 
closed? Come, expound!" *

The idle gallantries of a man of fashion are none 
to be cloaked, That some echo of my admiration for 
one or two of. the play-actresses had reached mÿ Lady 
Betty’s ears was 'too plain, and I laid it to my cousin’s 
book.

I

smiling at my meme^Tof the old
"Yoù—bAtto no fekr'1 .......................
said-tp hatint the roa4*y . ..

"It would bè à delightful break .to the tedium of 
life"

“Tpu have given me no.command as yet,” I ven-
r

“Ah," I answered lightly, though Inwardly discom
fited, “that be an old tale that you have caught out 
of time. When the sky Is moonless the stars are 
mighty pretty, Now I look not at the stars, but at 
the moon.”

Sir Charles, drifting courteously among tile shal
lows of flounced petticoats, came to us as we spoke, 
and led my cousin away to discuss the points of the 
latest Town Toast and to quizz her from the van
tage of the doorway. As Sir Charles passed I gave 
him a look of thanks, and methlnks I caught 
such glance passing f 
also.

s as
c-

a

some
rom my mistress’ violet eyes

“Sir," she said, when we were thus left, "the air 
of the room is somewhat heavy. I have a mind to 
seek the garden. This autumn sunshine is kindly, 
and 1 can come to no hurt. Would you take pity on

“I would 
of the world.

“Ah, sir, I am not like to put you to such a test. 
But I have

men

go with you anywhere, even to the endSS.

a command to lay upon you."
“ 'Ti® obeyed, I swear," I made answer.
“You are rash, sir. Come, let us go!"
She, touching my arm with the tips of the fingers 

of as dainty a hand as any to the length and bredth 
of the kingdom, led me to thp seat weboth wotted 
of under the big mulberry tree a short way from the 
terrace. Here we were so screened as to be observed 
of none.

"Sweet mistress," I cried, all to a heat at the dear 
encouragement given me by hér eyes, "tel! me your 
command that I may sét about Its accomplishment!"

She toyed with at fan with manifest amusement 
and delight at my eagerness, .. _

"Sir, I like the fashion ot your sword-knot hand
somely,” she said, coquetttohly putting aside Any ques-

“^hat unfair. I am,all a^jdaty to do your bid
ding, and you dangle the favor^of your command be- 
yond my knowledge."

'.‘We ride this afternoon Into Essex"
eèquitfiitod" '«• with your de

cision," i nSadé answer, not without some Inward am
usement. r )v rt-r

cMy father he» a toi

done before,never

con-

aware

' My mare sprang forward gallantly, but they 
too close upon us. Two bullets whistled past my 
head, and then three men, strongly mounted,' hem
med me In, one seizing my mare's reins and bringing 
her tjack on hçr haunches. I laid about me with-the 

ry-handled cane, but in a trice I was thrown from 
the saddle, and after a rough strugile was bound 
hand and foqt. l _c:- _q : ;

. Lying as J wqs upon thg-Heath* with -m^Ynead 
pointed away from the coach, I could see-nothing that 
was happening.

“Thanks,” I heard by Lord Sherrington say. “A 
thousand thanks. Gad, sirs, you came but In the 
nick of time! How happened you to be here?"

"We be the Sheriff’s men, and we had wind of this 
affair. We’ve looked' for un this many a ncilght. 
‘Cap’en ’Awk will be on the wing tonight,’ was the 
wurd, and 'ere we be.”

were
my

lvo

uoh of gout.'f she remarked ten-
Presently I caught the crack qfe<q whip, and soon 

after the sound ot a coach lumbering up the hill. I
tstlvely.

..-h 1 ti tiiV
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“Ah, 'tie handsome for us that you were so near. 
A known man, eh? Gad, the rascal shall swing for 
It! On the King’s Highway—and the Kings High 
Sheriff, too—monstrous! Devilish monstrous! Come, 
unmask him! Let’s look at the villain’s face."

I heard my Lord Sherrington amble forward, and 
with him came the rustle of silken skirts. I lay In 
an agony of shame. One rascal snatched off my

lantern In

'

E*

mask, and my Lord Sherrington thrust a 
my face. I stared up at him.

“Ronald!” he cried In a thick voice. My Lady 
Betty screamed, and tottered backwards.

"Unhappy lad,” the old man said, “unhappy lad! 
I heard rumors ot debts and devilry; but this—ôh, 
Ronald, Ronald, that a Grevllle should come to this!’’

"Sir,” I cried, “'tis a mistake!"
"Nay, add not lying tot!’’ he said sternly yet 

thickly, as though he were to truth greatly grieved.
"Indeed, ’twas a wager! I can prove it by Fit

nesses I"
"Ay, lying hounds like yourself!. This be not the 

first time either. You know the man?” he added, 
turning to the first officer. r

“Ay, 'tis the 'Awk Sure enuff.”
“And, I waa traveling with much gold tonight!”
"I swear I knew nothing of that!" I cried.
"Lads," said Lord Sherrington, "I know this 

wretched man’s parents. For their sakes I would let 
him go, He shall trouble this country no more."

Suddenly there was a shout close to us. Lying aa 
I was I oould make nothing of It, but there Was a 
stir among those standing round.

"Cut those bonds I

V

-
f

I

en,

There’s villainy abroad. But 
youve got the wrong man! I’ve got the right one! 
Here, Harry, cut ’em-!"

My heart gave a bound! It was Charlie’s voice. 
A form leant over me and a quick knife severed my 
bonds, I sprang to my feet. By me was Harry 
Marston, a friend of Charlie’s, and with him were 
two or three others known to me, Charlie himself 
was to the saddle alongside my cousin. Sir Mande
ville, holding q pistol to the villain’s head.

"My Lord Sherrington,” Charlie cried, "this esca
pade of Ronald’s was a trollo, a mere wager! But 
this hound, this whits llvered dog, who shall be 
kicked most handsomely, had nearly worked It to 
hto undoing. The wager was made when we were 
all somewhat heated with wine,”

"Come, come, Sir Charles," said my Lord Sher
rington, "these officers have sworn to Ronald being 
•The Hawk’ ! "

"These are no officers—they are cat-throat un
hanged dogs, hired by Sir Mandeville! • Ask them 
for their badges. Curs, we have you—own .up and
yen shall go free, Be silent and-------’’

"We be poor men,” the leader snivelled, "and he 
tempted us. We were to be plaguey well rewarded 
If we pistolled you,’’ pointing to me. "We were to 
swear to you being the 'Awk when we unmasked you. 
It were so plaguey dark it spoiled our aim,"

•Good, lud, ’twas worse than I Imagined!” cried 
Charlie, I had a suspicion that Sir Mandeville meant 
t0A„PraZ 80 “ t0 wln the wa*er' I ferrèted about 
nattl I heard ot the hiring' ef rascals to masquerade 
&s Sheriffs men. Then I took the liberty of bringing 
q few friends with me to see far play, We can all 
swear to Sir Mandeville being with these men half 
an hour agone,”

"RanaldI" -
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m cried my Lord Sherrington, "ray lad 
pan yeu forgive my error? Gad, to think I set you 
dewn aa a gallows-bird]1’

Lady Bstty came to my side, , -
"Renald," she said, looking up at me with dews

u»Ai*‘M.y Lerdr!. 1 erted, "I must e’en play my part « 
little longer, I covet another of your possesslona” 

Eh, what? Lud, lud]'* he erled,
"Even my Lady Betty," I said,

,, And my Lady Betty, with one swift look ah me, 
sUPPet her soft little hand Into mine, 
i „ 1 ^a muoh, very mueh that waa dear to me, 
in ray wiia rrolle,
HiA^-ia*1 ®?,\we,let them gej qnd my seusln, 

8 Mandev^Ills Ullabrook, after relTnquishng the mort- 
pages upen my estate—which he did under een- 
stratot ef air Charles—left the eou#try lor France,

tPl
tVfee} I’Ve beeqt" I erled. f’But, 
FF, I'll go through with It! I’ll diddle6rv£
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