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SENSATIONAL MISB’EPBESENTA

TION.

The sensational article on the Assess-
ment Act in the Times of the 15th in-
stant is presumably the result of the
combined efforts of sthe Viectoria Board
of Trade and that journal. Such united
effort has, in this- particular instance,
been used to display considerable ignor-
ance of the subject they attempt to
criticize.

‘We are sorry, in particular that the
Victoria Board of Trade has assumed
the paternity of the schedule prepared
by one of its members without first
verifying its assertions. 'This schedule
was, however circulated with -all
its errors amongst the members of
His Majesty’s loyal Opposition during
the progress of the bill in order to
defeat, if possible, its passage.

We do not wish to say that the
author of the schedule intentionally tried
to mislead the public, but he has not
correctly studied either the old acts or
the new. He has not attempted to verify
‘his figures, relating to the taxes pay-
able under the former acts just repeal-
-ed. His illustrations from the acts are
accordingly absolutely erroneous and,
itherefore, his comparisons are not mere-
1y misleading, but worthless. If he had
taken the slightest trouble to acquaint
himself with the laws under which busi-
ness men have been paying taxes for
.years, the author of the document would
have been the last man to promulgate
«8uch a farrago of misstatement,

For the purpose of enlightening the
.general public, we will state the law
as to the taxation of personal property
and income in this Province as it exist-
ed up. to'the time when the new act
-came . into force, on the 11th instant.
All personal property and income were
liable to- taxation, subject to certain
-exemptions. The exemptions were: @)
Income of every person up to $1,000;
{2) the income of a farmer derived from
diis farm and the income of merchants,
mechanics or other persons derived from
capital liable to assessment; (3) so much
of the personal property of any person
as' was equal to the just debts owing
by him on account of the purchase price
of said personal property to the vendor
©f said personal property; (4) the net
bersonal property of any person up to
$300; (5) household effects of whatever
kind, books and wearing apparel.

Sectlon 6 B of chapter 36, section
T of the statutes of 1901, explaing the
method of arriving at the taxable pro-
Jperty or income, where the income is
derived from . personal property, the
Provinee taking whichever tax should
be the greater,

Before showing the errors made in
the famous schedule, it is also necessary
to know just what the former Assess-
ment Acts described as personal estate.
Section 2 of chapter 24 of the Amend-
ing Act of 1903, which was in force in
May last, defines personal property as
including all goods, chattels, wares, mer-
«chandise, effects, stocks, bouds, deben-
sures, securities, investments (except
mortgages and municipal and Provincial
-debentures, etc.), accounts, notes, certifi-
-cates of deposit, judgments, clhoses in
action, franchises, moneys, debts, ete.
“The 1897 act included in personal pro-
verty goods, chattels, accounts and
debts at their actual value,

The first illustration in the schedule
printed in the Mimes is as follows : A
merchant. with a ecapital ~ of §75,000
carrying-a stock .of $150,000, and book
debts amounting to $150,000, has due
‘on._his ‘stock $75,000, for which he pays
G per cent. interest. Now, under the
old act, this merchant should have been
taxed on all of his personal property,
subject to the exemptions within the
act. If the $75,000 due on. stock was
NIOT due to the - original vendor, then
it should not have been exempted. If
he borrowed the $75,000 from the bank
+or someone else to pay off the original
vendor, it should not have been exempt-
ed. In this case the assessable pro-
perty would be: Stock, $150,000; book
~debts, $150,000, together $300,000, or
at one-half of one per cent., $1,500 of
tax instead of $375, as stated in the
“Times. Assuming, however, that he was
~entitled to the exemption, the debt be-
ing due to the original vendor, then that
would still leave hjg assessable person-
alty at $225,000, yielding a tax of
$1,125 instead of $375. A still further
~curious thing about this first illustra-
tion in the Times is: Is the $75,000 capi-
tal ~absorbed in- the stock and book
~debts, or is the capital existing in some
cother form.: No sane merchant could

is made of pute fats and oils
«and contains no dangerous in-
gredient. It is pure soap that
gives absolute satisfaction. up

| assets and. uabmﬁ

‘veferred to in-the ihnsttaﬁom given in

the schedule, he will find that the tax-
able property in each case is quite dif- |©
ferent: from what the schedule tries to'
bring out. Upon the assumption, how-
ever, that the lowest tax payable by
the merchant on personal property wae

' $1,125, a person who owned real estate

to the same value ($225,000)-wounld have
paid, under' the old acts, $1,350, and
under the new aet this inequality  is
done away with, as both merchant and
real estate owner pay an equal tax on
equal investments. Thus, on $225,000
personalty the tax is (less discount)
$2,025, and on $225,000 of realty the
tax is $2,025.

The real cause for this calamity how-
ling is that some taxpayers, under the
old acts, paid too little, some not even
what they should have done  legally,
and now that no discrimination is made
between owners of real estate and own-
ers of personal property, some few, but
active, persons among . the latter are
resorting to tactics which are not patri-
otic, but inimical to the best interests
of the Province,

The increase in taxation now imposed
should not be unduly burdensome  to
any person or class of persons in the
Provinee, -and although the increase is
higher on personal than on real pro-
perty, that arises from the fact that
they were unequal before, but are now
made equal.

No taxation act ever devised in any
part of the civilized world has been
faultless, perfect equality in taxation is,
humanly speaking, impossible, and it is
not claimed that the present act is per-
fect. Under it the incidence of taxation
is nearer equality than under any former
act of this Province,

The Times and'the Victoria Board of
MTrade ought to be sure of their facts
before attempting thus to criticize,
and we are quite sure that they will,
on calm reconsideration, regret having
published abroad such doleful blue ruin
complaints, injurious to the Province
and everyone in it.
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IMPERIAL PREFERENCE GAINS
GROUND.

The fact that the Unionist candidates,
Dr. Rutherford Harris, of South Afri-
can fame, and Major Coates, a financier
well known to (Canadian public men,
won on Mr. Chamberlain’s policy by de-
cisive majorities the contested Emglish
bye-elections at Dulwich and Lewisham,
respectively, is of happy omen for the
cause of Imperial preference. In each
case the 'successful candidate, whilst
pledging general support to Mr. Balfour
and the present British Government,
went ‘beyond their policy of retaliation
and boldly declared for Mr. Chamber-
lain’s far-reaching proposal.

They thus mno doubt affrighted ‘many
Unionists of the old school, ‘who re-
main devoted to the traditional free
trade, or rather, limited free import
policy of Great Britain, and thus lost
some votes, :

The successful candidates also had
raised against them with all vigor, the
“dear food and small loaf” cry of the
Little Englanders, and they had fur-
ther to face the well-known fact that
in the United Kingdom, where Govern-
ment patronage and influence are usu-
ally very small in any other than a
Gockyard - arsenal or similar constito-
ency, by elections, contrary to the ease
in this country, tend to go against the
Government of the time. The local
man with a political grievance has then
a grand opportunity  to assert himself,
whilst the Opposition has an enormous
power—as compared with its like ca-
pacity at a general election, of massing
its forces for the capture of a special
constituency.

In view of these circumstances, and
the fact also that some of the present
British  Government’s administrative
work has undoubtedly been open to ef-
fective criticism—though a general im-
provement is progressing in this respect
—both the Imperialist Unionists retain-
ed the threatened seats for their party
by majorities large enough to show that
these should be perfectly safe in the
event of Liberal attack at the next
general election.

The result has naturally brought to
Mr. ‘Chamberlain the keenest :gratifica-
tion, encouraging him hugely, whilst it
has correspondingly dismayed the reac-
tionaries, who still advocate for their
country the continuance of a “laissez
faire” ffiscal policy, which has of late
years most assuredly done great detri-
ment to British trade in general, whilst
its effects on home agriculture have, in
many British counties, been simply de-
plorable.
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VICTORIA'S HOME DEFENSIVE
FORCE.

It is regrettable that Lord Dundonald
has, as general officer in command of
the ‘Canadian militia, been compelled to
mnote that our local regiment is  still
about eighty men. short of its full
strength, more especially as that total
is mot large, whilst Esquimalt is one
of the most important defensive points
of the Empire.

The patriotism of our younger men
ought surely to be able to remedy this
(}efault and maintain without difficulty
‘a local regiment of two hundred and
eighty, officers and men, whilst apart
from the higher motive of patriotic en-
deavor there should be for many men
much attraction in the physical traiuing
which now accompanies enlistment. For
this is no longer a matter of mere drill-
ing, marching and work with the guns,
but is accompanied by many éxercises
of a recreative type.

‘What shonld make such recruiting
easier; as it does in the Mother Country
and in €ome other. parts ‘of Canada,
would be the formation of a cadet bat-
talion, as suggested by the General,
large numbers of whose members would,

regiment. ‘We do not think, having re-

gard to local circumstances, “that so

on attaining manhood, naturally = pass
for a period into the ranks of our loeal’

; machi::,gy of places that are only fai

sized villages, not citley in. any veal
sénse There is urgently needed, under
a revised municipal code, a division: of

es, the one' of higher grade by reason.
‘of 'larger population,. rateble resources |
and" likelihood 'of ' permanence, having:
the rlghts now accorded to cities, whilst.
urban communities of the other class—
styled towns—ought to'be provided with
less elaborate amd costly administra-.
tive machinery and smaller councils. In
Slocan City, and in one or two other
small towns of South Kootenay, it is
now said to be very doubtful if a suf-
Mficient. number of duly qualified candl-
dates ‘can be obtained to constitute a
full council. ' Few residents can qualify,
and fewer still, seemingly, desire so tor
de. i
————e Qe e

T appetit vient en mangeant says a
well-known - French proverb, and cer-
tainly the desire for territorial ex-
pansion with great nations that are
world powers, seems to grow with each
siiceessful experiment. So now Senator
Heyburn, of Idaho, is, after the United
States have practically annexed Pana-
ma, about to introduce into the Senate
a joint resolution callihg upon the Presi-
dent to annex the grossly misgoverned
negroerepublics of Hayti and San Do-
mingo, 4n each of which American com-
mercial interests are of importance. The
Senator will probably receive consider-
able support for his resolution, though
it is unlikely that it wil pass. This,
however, is really almost a superfluity,
as should apt occasion offer and the
seizure be deemed advisable, it will be
easy enough for the United States to
protect. American commercial interests
by action practically. equivalent to an-
nexation. As, however, such action
would  further aggravate the race issue
in the neighbor republic by adding. a7
large host of negro citizens or subjects,
in this case grossly ignorant, it is un-
likely to beé taken without very careful
consideration. Meanwhile the Haytians
and Dominicans will find it imperative
upon themselves, unless they are to meet
political extinction, to behave less like
savages than is their’ wont. , The West
Indian negroes of the Island of Hayti
have greatly degenerated since they ac-
quired the power of self-govérnment,
having lapsed into Voodooism and other
revolting Pagan practices,

e (Y.
LARGER HOPES OF PEACE IN
THE ORIENT.
The changes in the Russo-Japanese
situation have been many and kaleido-
scopic, but there really seems now to be

result of international compromise.

This is at least, according to a London
despatch, the view taken as a  result
of a recent Russian note of reply to Ja-
pan, by Baron Hayashj, the Mikado’s
ambassador to Great Britain, Mean-
while to facilitate what it is hoped may
be final peace-producing pourparlers on
the subJect Russia has officially de-
clared, in order to soothe the mnaturally
ruffied feelings of the Japanese peopie
that the ‘recent visit of Muscovite war-
ships to Chemulpo, Korea, was in the
main of a ceremonious nature. 'This
assurance it will ‘doubtless be politic{?
under the circumstances for Japan to
accept.

The main factors that should and al-
most certainly are making for peace as
between Russia and Japan are that the
finances of each nation are so strained as
to render it exceedingly difficult save
at terrible cost for either to provide the
sinews of war, whilst so momentous
would be the issue of the fray that the
defeat of either mation would in all hu-
man probability mean for that nation
not only general ruin but collapse and
disintegration. Were Russia the loser,
revolution would most likely break up
that Empire after a successful Mon-
golian invasion of the vast Oriental ter-
ritory of the Museovite. Were Japan
on the other hand conquered, she would
almost inevitably sink to the position
of a vassal state.

Meanwhile such vast commercial and
other interests of great outside nations
would be involved by war between Rus-
sia and Japan, that there would be the
most terrible danger of other great na-
tions being drawn into the fray upon
opposing sides. The prayers of human-
ity in general may well go up that under
such cxrcumatances peace may be main-
tained in the Orient and that the better
hope of this now again raised may
speedily become a certainty.

R
THE “SMALL OLOUD' IN THJBET

Professor Vambely, one of the great-
est Europeon authorities on matters
Oriental, holds that British infiuence
must abao]utely dominate Thibet, unless
the 1Indian Empire is to be seriously
threatened. That land of much mystery
is a kind of key state and under exist-
ing circumstances any surrender of the
Bntmh claim : for freedom of trade be-
tween India and Thibet by the custo-
mary Oriental methods, would strike a
terrible blow at Brmsh prestige, ov
which the mantenance of our Empire’s
Indian rule so largely depends. In Thi-
bet, as on the Persian Gulf, Britain is
1mperatxvely bound to assert herself, a
fact which Lord Curzon, as Governor-
General, completely recognizes. With
him, moreover, recognition means calm
and well considered action when nec-
essary.

It would be ludicrous in the extreme,
were it not for the Russian intrigue that

Cres "OUGBS, COLDS, BRONCHITIS,
LOARSENESS and all THROAT AND
LUNG TROUBLES. Miss Florence E.
Mailman, New Germany, N.S., writes;—
{ had a cold which left me wlth a very
ad cough. I was afraid I was going
nfo consumption. I was adyised to

R. WOOD'S NORWAY PINE SYRUP
I had little faith in it, but before T-had |
taken one bottle I began to feel better
and “after the second I felt as well af
ever.. My cough has completely disap
peared. )
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such to be sent in and widely distributed
over more Kastern points by the agency
and at the cost of 4he association.

at this season on the verge of winter,

time been on hand further East, would,
if Teyealed, ‘as it would be to vast num-
bers of those there dwelling, as g result
of this work of the association, show
what specially pleasant places of all
Yyear residence are ‘by our
0“1;{ ‘and its saburbs. -

ew better modes of advertising the

manent settlers of a ‘good type could

speak volumes as to our climate. It
will: cost but a minimum of time and

who have flowers to spare, to answer
effectively the call of a most useful asso-
ciation. Such a reply will surely not
remain much longer wanting.

The latest grotesque assertion made
by a_representative Opposition journal,
ig' that a mechanic, or clerk, earning
$1,830 a year and having under the As-
sessment Act to pay $7.87 a year, has
to hand over 43 per cent of his income.
{This amount equals 43 per cent of his
income,” is the blunt way in which
the thing is put, the real percentage be-
ing forty-three hundredths of one per
cent or less than half of one per cent
on lns! income. ‘But people generst
ally must seemingly be prepared for the
circulation of many such inaceuracies.

Provided that a capable representa-
tive ‘can be secured as a candidate
there is everything to be said in favor
of obtaining a  lady membér of the
School Bonrd As most of our public
school teachers are of the gentle sex,
and there are also, we believe. rather
more girls than boys in the &chools, ques-
tions 'will from time to time be raised
and ' matters suggested ‘in' connection
with our local-education
spect of which enquiry by and counsel
from a sympathetic, well-informed wom-

‘Women’s Council takes a right view in
‘this respect.
0

The annnal renort 5 the local Women’s
Council shows that it 1s quietly and
perseveringly doing much useful work.
We are glad also to notice that the
Council emphatically endorses what we
of the local press have consistently ad-
vocated, as forecibly as ‘we well can,
namely the advisability of Victorians
purchasing home productions in pref-
i erence -to others, when the former are
sound and well reputed staples. Tady
shoppers can do much in this matter,
for through them is done a very large
proportion of the retail purchasing of
the city. "The plea of the Women’s
lCré{ﬂlC]l should surely avail with the
adies.

0

Thérgreat mortamty amongst some of
the choxceet classes of the recently
imported British songbirds in ‘the Park
aviaries would certainly seem, ‘4 priori,
tn suggest some inadvisability of loca-
tion or aspect. The Natural History
Society does well therefore, though the
enquiry come a little tardily, as the
birds’ have been dying off for some-time,
to institute investigations of the results

of similar efforts at acclimatization into
regions elsewhere. It would meanwhile
be interesting to learh how the birds
sent to Vanecouver have fared in the
large and airy aviaries at Stanley Park.
If they, too, have similarly suffered,
the fact will argue strongly that some
general reason, po<s1bly due to the time
of year at which the birds arrived in
onr Province, may ‘be a main cause
of the deaths of the rohins and gold-
finches. -The English robin is. of course,
a smaller bird than the very different
bird which we so name.
in dts' own home manages to eurvive
very severe changes of weather, includ-
ing keen wintry frosts, far more trying
r-‘va*nzea in fact than are here usually
likely to occur. Yet the English robins
brought hither have all succumbed.

R e i
THE HOT WEATHER TEST
Makes people better acqualnted with their
Tesources of strength and endurance.

Many find that they are not so well off
as they thought, and that they are easily
enervated and depressed by the heat.

What thev need ‘is the tonic effect of
Hood’s Sarsaparilla which strengthens the
'blood, promotes refreshing sleep, over-
comes that tired feeling, creates appetite.

b -
| LET’I‘ERS TO THE EDITOR, |
& £

A PLEA FOR MEN IN NEED.

Sir,—Christmas with all the old associa-
tion of good will and kindness to our
fellowmen, Is close at hand, and I would
like to draw the attention of the generous
tublic of Victoria to those for whom no
gifts are provided, nor well known friends
unear to wish a “Happy Christmas.’”” The
Inmates of the Marine Hospital are few
this year, so that a very small sum would
give them something either to amuse or to
add to their comfort. A few chairs in
which a sick man could rest without be-
ing obliged to sit perfectly upright, or a
couple of small tables, no matter how
plain, -which could be moved to the bed-
side or the stove; a few games to occupy
the convalescent, and relieve the long
evenings of monotony. A warm garment or
two would materially add to the remark-
ably few comforts with which a benevo-
lent government has furnished this institu-
tion; indeed, it seems as though the “‘pow-
ers that be” were afraid lest the sick
sailormen should turn malingerers and want
to lengthea indefinitely their stay.. If so,
they have suceeeded admirably in carrying
out their intentions, for they have com-
bined the minimum of furniture with the
maximum of space. Books, pictures, etc.,
would, I am sure, bé gladly reeeived by
the steward for his patients. Last Christ-
mas some of our leading wholesale mer-
chants sent a very handsome contribution
of eatables for the hespital. “which  was
highly' appreciated, so I do not ask for
sustenance for the inner man, as I feel sure
the generous gifts will be repeated this
year. “May their shadows never grow less”
(I mean the denors’ shadows, of course) and
‘may we all enjoy our festivities the more
for a small act of self-denial in order to
help those who are sick, helpless and far
from their homes.
iThanklng you in anticipation for inser-
on

Mcw.

Viectoria, Dec. 14th, 1903.
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For pimples, blotehes, bad complexion,

It has established this fact.

man who warming up to his subject. *“As
a rule,” answered the man who is always
doubtful, ‘they don’t show mmuch except
patience and industry om the part of the
man who colleets them.””—Washington Star.

“Yes,” said the discontented man, “I’'ve
got a job as assistant professor of astron-

well.”” *“But it’s easy work. All you've
got to do is to gaze into space and—-""
“But I don’t get space rates for it.”’—FPhil-
adelphia Press.

‘agra

FRASER—At Vancouver, on Deec. 1lth,
Willlam H. M. Fraser, aged 76 years.

BATE-—At Napaimo, B. C., on the 13th
inst., suddenly, of heart diseéase, Wm.
Bate, son of BEx-Mayor Bate, aged 33
years.

MARRIED.
ROBERTSON—McCOSKRIE — At Christ
Chureh Cathedral, by the Rev. W.
Baugh Allen, H. L., eldest son of the
late H. J. Robertson, of Moresby Isl-
and, to- Annie, eldest daughter of Capt.
McCoskrie, of 354 Dal.as road.

DAVIDGE—POWEBLL — At St. George’s
church, Toronto, on 2nd inst., Mr.
Frank C. Davidge, to Miss Anida E.
Powell, both of Victoria. B..6.

‘McLACHLAN—FLETCHER—At Nelson, on
December 7th, by Rev. Father Althoff,
John D. McLachlan and Miss Jeannie
Fletcher.

BORN,

ARMITAGE—At Armstrong, on December
1st, the wife of A. E. Armitage, of a
son.

PULLMAN—At Field, B. C., on December
4th, the wife of W. J. Puu‘ma'n, of a
daughter. s
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Cares Chilblains and saves you
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Hood’s Sarsaparilla is the medicine to take|

“What do statisties show?” inquired the

omy at the college, but it doesn’t pay very.

IH OBDER 'ro IN"IODUBB

. THE SEMI-WEEKLY GOLONIST 2 3

'to new readers the paper will be sent to
any address in Canada, the United States
or Great Britain and her Colonies, post-
age prepaid from now until the end of ’03

! "For 1I5c.

Or the COLONIST (Semi-Weekly) and
MAIL' and EMPIRE, - Toronto (Weekly)

For 25c.

For the same period of time. ‘Send 25C
n coin, stamps or money order and see
how you like the Trial Trip. Address

SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT

THE GOLONIST, VICTORIA, B. C.
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You Will Make No Mistake

If you try these stores for your Xmas cheer. Our goods are well
known. In our Wine and Liquor Departm ents we carry only the best.

guaranteed pure.
THIS LIST MAY INTEREST YOU

SPANISH PORT, 10 years old, per bottle..

PURBE NATIVE PORT, per bottle

RISK’S FINE OLD SCOTCH, per bottle.. .

CALEDONIAN LIQUEUR SCOTCH, per bo me
,Try our *“Rajah’” or ‘“Kalambu’’ Brands of Tea.

they are pleasing others.

The ‘““West End” Grocery Co.

'PHONE 88.

and favorably
Every bottle

because

Lt.

42 GOVERNMENT STREET.

The Saunders Grocery Co. Ltd.

'PHONE 28. 39 AND 41 JOHNSON STREET.
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5> Why Delay

Your visit to our store. Good Christmas Bargains await your coming,
and you will find them here whenever you come. But some of the best
may be gone ‘before yow get hére lg you linger too lomg.

Bon Bon’s.......................15C to 40c Per Box

Xmas Tree Ornaments ......... 5¢c to 15¢c 2ach

Xmas Stockings .................. 5¢ to 50c each
Batgen’s Xmas Novelties full of

Candies 5c each. You should see these.
See Our Window.

Mowat & Wallace,

They will please you,
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Stuffed Dates...... .15¢ package
Salted Almonds....................15¢ package
Crystallized F'ruit......... 25 and '75c¢ a box
Huntley & Palmer’s Mixed Biscuits, 15¢ Ib
New Hallowi Dates ...............2 1bs for 25¢
Gold Lion Cocktails . ..$1.25 a bottle

DIXI H. ROSS 8 Go., caocers

Remember—We are not in the Trust
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Christmas Presents

Carvers and Carving Sets in Great Variety;
-also Gem & Rollman Mince Meat Choppers.
FOR SALE BY

The Hickman Tye Hardware Co.,

LIMITED.
32 and 34 Yates Btreet, Victoria, B. C.
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Christmas
Slippers ¢ 2

The largest and best variety in the city
at popular prices, awaiting your call. See
windows for display.
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- 85 Douglas Street,
Odd Fellows’ Block.
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B » gald the melancholy man, T
wasYl::sdeed a sad end,”” “‘How did heddildr“ 3
asked the.inquisitive party. “Qh1, he e
die,” explained the sorrowful chapm_ it
'was one of the end men of an amate
strel show.'—Chicago Daily News.

An  Advertisement.—(Time. 1922.) Spe-
cial train for the lynching, with parior cars
for lady members of the meb. The sheriff
‘has kindly consented to be overpowered,
and everything is sure to pass off smoothly.
—Baltimore American.
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- Ask, and it shal

e shall find; knocH

“unto you. lvor ey
. celveth; and he th

.+ %o him that knockd
. Matthew vii.,, 7-8.
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