/8\0 Figure ‘Poll‘tldan‘sf iij" cu-|
 lating on Financlal Policy
of the Ministry. =~ | esterday;. saying.

" | dicted
Cannot Be Charged to Revenue | {75,

and Borrowing Preferred
to New Taxes.

Suggested Cabinet Changes Not |

- Likely. Since the Agitators
Lack Following.

By Associated Press. i

NEW YORK, Dec. 24 —Touching on
the political side of the South Airicun
war the London correspondent of the
‘Tribune says: ;

“It is not likely that there will be any
.cabinet <changes, since Mr. Alfred
Harmsworth’s claims to political dicta-
torship, by virtue of having a string of
profitable newspapers under his personal
control, are not recognized. §

“This millionaire newspaper owner,
who was a clerk with a modest salary
under Sir George Newnes only a few
years ago, is Lord Rosebery’s friend and
aspires to be a political Warwick for
both parties, with a large incidental in-
<rease in the circuation of the Daily
Mail; but he lacks sagacity and s_obnety
of judgment. CQCertainly the Tories are
as little prepared for the displacement of
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach by Mr. Cham-
berlain as the Liberals are for Lord
Rosebery’s return to leadership.

“Sir Michael Hicks-Beach will find it
less difficult to finance a big war than
a small one, since he will be forced to
borrow on a large scale and increase the
funded debt. The military operations in
South Africa will require not ten but fif-
ty million sterling. It is clearly imprac-
ticable for the Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer to provide for war expenses by
charging them against revenues for two
or three years, and carrying a large float-
ing debt. He is not likely to increase
the difficulties of the ministry by raising
the rate of taxation, and thereby render-
ing the war unpopular, when he has the
easy resource of borrowing the money
which he requires and leaving another
generation to carry the financial burden
of a war for the salvation of the Empire.
It is generally assumed that he will take
this course, especially as it will tend to
promote steadiness in the money markets
of the world, which have already’ been
thrown into confusion by the war, Jan-
uary will be the best time for bringing
out bonds, when -dividends are realized
and money ‘is flowing into London, New
York and Berlin; but Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach is a slow-going financier who re-
qu:;es time in order to pull himself to-
gether.”

(S ERE e S a R
KITCHENER SAILS,

Malta, Dec. 24.—Gen, Kitchener, chiet
of staff to Gen. Lord Roberts, arrived
her_'e_ to-day from Alexandria, on the
Brmsl.l second class cruiser Isis. He
went immediately on board the British
cruiser Dido, which sailed for Gibraltar,
where he will meet Lord Roberts.,

— 0
HOLY YEAR INAUGURATED,

The Venerable Pontiff Directs Impress-
fve Ceremonies in Presence of
Enormous Concourse,

Rome, Dec. 24-—The Pope solemnly
Maumted the Holy Year by perform-
ing the impressive ceremony of opening
the holy door of St. Peter’s cathedral
at 11 o'clock this morning. The cere-
mony was performed in the vestibule
‘which was handsomely decorated, in the
presence of the papal officers, the mem-
bers of the diplomatic cqrps, leading
representatives. of the Roman nobility
and a number of specially invited guests.

By 2 quarter past one he had return-
-d to his private apartments, having per-

the ceremonies with great appar-
ent satisfaction. He was smiling
throughout, but grew pale and showed
®igns of fatigue toward the end.
rofound silence was maintained
throughout the ceremony save when the
Pope gave his blessing, which evoked
loud “Vivas”, The weather was fine and
an enormous concourse assembled in the
precincts of the bassilica. Order was
preserved inside by the pontifical guards,
and outside by the royal carbineers and
the police.
S e SR

ENGLISH FOG MAKES MISHAPS.

Many Passengers Killed or Injured by
Collision of Trains—Steamer’s
Misadventure,

London, Dec, 24.—The present fog in
England has caused a series of rail dis-
asters.

The Caledonian express fell over an
embankment at Hamilton, a town near
‘Glasgow, Saturday. Five persons were
killed and many injured,

A Pullman express telescoped the Con-
‘tinental express near Brighton and three
persons were killed and twenty injured.

The Welsh and Windsor express trains
collided outside of Windsor and disor-
ganized the Christmas traffic.

Greenock, Dec, 24.—A report of the
sinking of the steamer Tainui was er-
roneous. She was not seriojusly dis-
abled and proceeded for Glasgow,

—
NEW YORK ALDERMEN.

New York, Dec, 22.—The board of
aldermen of New York to-day adopted a
resolution praying “ the God of battles’
to make the Boers successful in the war
agalnst England. The resolution will
now go to the council, and if that body
concur® it will come before Mayor Van
‘Wyck for his approval.

e S
THACKARAY.

Sir Bdward Russell, in his book of
reminiscences, says:

It was curious how many persons dis-
iked Thackeray; a man who, to my think-
ing, endears himself to you on gome part
of every page he wrote. One night I was
in the Adelphi theatre and went behind
t0 see an old friend of mine in the com-
pany. He presently said to me: “Did you
see ‘who was in the house?’ I sald: “Dgo
on. mean Thackeray?’ e 'said: ‘Yes.
Do you know that when he eomes In he puts
all of ns out, and we feel we ean’t do any:
thing: : Now,” he continued, ‘*‘with ‘Dick:
ins. 4t is exactly the reverse. ' We sée-him
come In, and he puts us all in a gobd' ctis
nstantly.”

' CONNAUGHT DISAPPOINTED.

Was “Accepted by—’aeg;i?ai Roberts as
Staff Officer but Government
Withheld Assent.

to the front, but the government de-
gloined to give its assent. Then waving
considerations of rank, he offered his
services to Lord Roberts in any capacity
as a staff officer. Lord Roberts con-
'ﬁ?&’" but the government again de-

THE SOLUTION OF WAR.

I:hews'foriks,lbeci‘. %4.—’-Rev. . Mendes
at the nish an synagogue
yesterdapy. preached on *“The Solution of
War; what the defeat of Emgland would
mean for Amnglo-American civilization
and interests.” Dr. Mendes advanced
the theory of an international supreme
court of arbitration which he said would
lead continual]? to the Bible as a “‘so-
{ution of war.”

0

Gatacre Chg:cks
Dutch Rebels.
All Males Within Twelve Miles

of British Camps Required
! to Assemble,

Order for Arrest of All Persons
Found Travelling Without
Authority.

By Assoclated Press.

Capetown; Monday, December 18.—
Gen. Gatacre, in order to check insur-
rection among the Dutch colonists angd to
prevent disaffected persons giving in-
formation or other assistance to the
Boers has issued a modified concentrado
order.

By its terms all males over 12 years
old or whatever nationality residing out-

side of towns or villages, but within a
radius of 12 miles of military camps
now established or hereafter to be estab-
lished north of Sterkstroom, are requir-
ed to immediately vacate their places of
residence and either to remove to some
place outside the 12-mile radius or to
form & camp in close proximity to the
nearest military camp. The spot to be
selected , by the officer commanding,
where they must reside until further no-
tice, providing for their own needs.

All persons found within the radius
without passes will be arrested.

London, Dec, 25.—Adyices from Coles-
berg assert that not many colonial Dutch
have joined the Boers in that district.

Certain residents of Malesbury cele-
brated Gen. Gatacre’s repulse at Storm-
berg by a dinmer. .

i
THE QUEEN’S CHRISTMAS TREE.

Wives and Children of Guards in Africa
Share in ‘Heér Majesty's Hospi-
tality.

London, Dec. 26.—The swives and fami-
lies of the Guards reservists from Wind-
sSor now serving in South Africa assem-

bled at St. George’s Hall, Windsor, to-
day, to participate in-the ueen’s Christ-
mas tree celebration, Queen Victoria,
| the Duke and Duchess of Connaught,
Princess Henry of Battenberg, the
Duchess of Albany and others of the
royal family were present,

—— e
THE DEADLY HOWITZER.

Comparison Between This Engine of
War and the Ordinary Gun.

A bowitzer and a gun are two very
different articles, writes a military cor-
respondent. A gun is long for its weight
of metal and a howitzer is short. A gun
can only be elevated to a moderate angle
(with the 15-pounder 15 degrees) where-
as 45 degrees or even 70 degrees of ele-
vation is nothing for a howitzer, A gun
fires one charge only, but a howitzer has
many.

Finally, and here comes the greatest
difference, a gun is made to act by direct
fire—that is, directly striking the face of
what is aimed at, and a howitzer drops
its shell over the object, and spreads its
havoc on the rear side.

The field gunner must be able to see
what he is shooting at, but the scientific
Slege gunner does not want in the least
to see what he is directing his fire
against. He calmly gets his howitzer in
a pit, and leisurely makes his prepara-
tion and fires, reckons up for a minute,
decides where his projectile fell, and
makes the necessary allowance to drop
the next in another spot.

A few of these dreaded engines of de-
struction placed along the horizon give
with their smokeless cordite charge neo
indication whatever of their where-
abouts, -

The six-inch breech-loading howitzers
carried by our siege batteries weigh 25
¢wt., and their carriages about the same.
They have g range of about 8,200 yards,
and fire only common shell of 118 Ibs.
weight, having a bursting charge of
nearly 20 1bs. of lyddite. i

These weapons have never yet been
used in warfare, but when the shell drops
(and it drops on the ground before it ex-
plodgs) it deals destruction in mo un-
sparing manner, ‘and. no human being
could possibly exist within a distance of
at least 100 yards in'any direction.

& e e
HOW ONE GETS BILIOUS.

A sluggish liver falls to fliter the Hile
fiom the blood, and when the poisonous
matter ioes through the body in the wivvu-
lation, the whole system is tainted and de-
runged. This is called billonsness and can
be completely cured by Dr. A. W. Chase's
Kidney-Liver  Pills, - which: act- directly on
the .lver, mnkl%"vlt healthy aund. activa.
One il a dosn. 98 gonte n box. The cheap-

ést medicine in the world,
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| Steamship Lines Offering Free

e

Transport—Collection for
Soldiers’ Families.

By Associated Press.

New York, Dec. 24.—The London cor-
respondent of the Evening Post cables at
length regarding the manmer in whk_:h,
the people of Great Britain take a crisis,
and how they have set to. work to
straighten mattere out. He says:

“England, takes her crisis in her own
peculiar way. In France, Russia, Ger-
many, or any other great European
country, it would presumably be to the
government that all men would turn for
escape from the threatened national dis-
astml:e In England today the English-
man thinks of his government only to
criticise it, and with heartfelt expletives
denounces its military methods of tran-
sport, its artillery of too short range, its
failure to provide the regular mounted
troops most needed for scouting, and so

on. 3

“But having done his swearing, the
Englishman turns away from his govern-
ment to himself and his ‘sons, and there
springs spontaenously from every town
and countryside a new citizen ammy, to
be dressed for most part in homespun
and qualified alone by good health and a
desire to serve. The Lord Mayor began
a few days ago to form a corps called
the Lord Mayor’s Own. He wanted only
1,000 from the city of London, but 1,400
places are already taken and 600 men
are to be mounted. The neighboring and
hardly formed city of Wgstmm_ster, not
to be outdone, is gathering its own
corps, while other mayors and other cit-
ies are forming other bodies.

“Then the Yeomanry, the ancient and
half dead semi-military organization of
mounted farmers of the English country-
side is springing into new life under the
new impulse. Chesham, one of the
hundreds of public spiritéed noblenien, of
whom no one hears except at times of
crises, has taken the lead. Hundreds
of offices have been opened and thou-
sands of offers already been received,
each man bringing his horse; while the
hunting men of Kildare, Meath and oth-
er hunts are adding an Irish squadron.

Besides these there are the volunteers
throughout the length and breadth of
the land who are leaving desk and ware-
house to shoulder mauaskets, not in home
defence, as was the stipulation when
they joined the home Volunteer forces,
but to go to the front in South Af:rica..

‘“The English people in truth are taking
the matter in hand themselves, and, what
is even more remarkable and typical,
they are paying for it over the counter,
as it were, without the help of chancel-
lors of the exchequer and elaborate bud-
gets. The Lord Mayor is equipping his
corps by the aid of fat checks from city
merchants. Mr. Balfour has himself set
going in his own Scottish county of
Haddington, a public fund for the equip-
ment of the county Yeomanry, and these
examples are being widely followed.
Morcover, the owners of the Castle Un-
ion and Wilson lines, the Wilsons being,
by the way, ardent Radicals and anti-
Chamberlainites, are providing free
transports to South Africa,

“Today the Archbishop of Canterbury
publishes the Queen’s letter to the Es
tablished Church, enjoining a national
collection in aid of the wounded, widows
and orphans. It is in just this sponta-
neous, unofficial, seemingly haphazard
way that the richest Empire of history
often does her best work. She does it in
as it is, panic would be childish even
as it is, panis would be childish even
though all Europe did more than growl,
but she does it in calm, dogged belief in
herself and her destiny, let the ‘rest of
the world think and do what it pleases.”

——e 3 —

LONELY DEATH IN NORTH.

Another Story of Rpectors Overcome
by Scurvy and Perishing in
the Wi}derness.

A ghastly tale is brought by recent
arrivals from Peace river, says the Ed-

monton Bulletin. In June last H. Tay-
lor, son of Thomas Taylor of Lake St.
Ann, was hunting on Smoky river about
50 miles above the crossing. He came
upon a camp appareatly deserted by ev-
erything except a dog. examination
of the surroundidgs showed the remains
of a human body, besides the ordinary
fixtures of a camp, and a number of
leaves from a diary written in French,
There was fifty pounds of flour amongst
the belongings of the camp, The police
at Peace River Crossing were notified.

Che camp was examined, the diary de-
ciphered and the belongings taken charge
of. From the entries in the diary it ap-
peared that a party of three had pros-
pected during the summer of 1808 on
the upper waters of the Smoky and its
tributaries. That they were making
their way down the Smoky during the
}vinter and that on the way or after com-
ing to the camp, which was found, two of
the party fell ill, probably of scurvy. The
entries in the diary indicated that one
had died and was buried, Another had
gone away to try to get help. The writer
of the diary was clearly the man whose
remaing were found by Mr, Taylor and
who being ill had been left in camp and
had died alone there. The fate of the
‘man who had gone to look for help is
unknown, but it is surmised that he may
have tried to follow the Smoky river
down to the Crossing and been drowned,
as there are many rapids over which the
ice is thin all winter. At any rate so far
as known he has never been seen. The
:‘Ltuau:m %f ﬁthe c:}lmp Was not more

an twenty-five -miles across coun
from Brick Bros.’ store and the adjolnd:g
settlement, so that there was no need
of the men snffering or losing their lives,
had they known help was so near. The
Bulletin has not been ‘able to learn the
names of the three unfortunate prospect-
ors, but the whole matter is in the hands |
of the police who are looking up relatives.

New York, Dec. 26.—The statement of
the visible supply of wheat in store and
afloat on Saturday, December 23

compiled by the New York Produce Fx.

58.878.000 bushels, an’ in-
1,725,000.

‘be taught by this war will be learned, one

of v
out a column of about 1,000 men. On
March' 1 of thet yesr' Tenniel -?’wma
a ‘eartoou in Punch—John Bull learning a
lesson taught him by a kaffir— :
your ememy."’ And whatever lesson may

of them is, I think, to so aet that the col-

onleg of Natal and”the Oape shall never |

undergo the same experience agaim, ' If the
blame is to be placed on the right shoul-
ders it should be on the Gladstone govern-
ment, who after Majuba Hill concluded
an agreement with the Boers which every-
one who knew anything about them knew
perfectly well would not be kept. : 'The- gen-
erals were thepn Indignant at mot being al-
lowed to settle the affair as they could have
done then, and all this sacrifice of precious
lives would “have been ‘gpared. -
has been de rated—the
alty of the British colonfes.

: 3 AN ENGLISHWOMAN.

/ BULLER'S CAMP.

London, Dec, 25.—The Morning Post’s
correspondent at Chieveley telegraphing
on Monday, December 18, and confirm-
ing intelligence already eabled, says:
“At dawn to-day the column struck
camp and formed a new one three miles
to the southward owing to the scarcity
of water.” g

Methuen’s
Good Service.

His Column Keeps Boer Force
From Natal Besides Making
Kimberley Easy.

Unofficial Strategists’ Sugges=
tion of a New Field for the
Censor’s Activity.

By Assoclated Press.

New York, Dec. 24.—The London cor-
respondent of the Tribune, cabling un-
der Sunday’s date, says:

“Practical men have been wondering
why the military authorities at the Cape
have not made use of the censorship for
the purpose of misleading the enemy, in-
stead of applying it rigorously for the
suppression of all news from the fronmt.
Apparently something of this kind has
been done in the case of Warren's staff
and battalions. At any rate the London
press has been led to assume that War-
ren’s staff had gone to De Aar and that
the bulk of the force would follow it,

“Some army officers have favored what
they describe as a scientific use of the
censorship, by which correspondents will
be enabled to cable their own forecasts
of coming operations with greater free-
dom. For example, Gen. Buller might
have misled the enemy if some amateur
campaigner in the camp had announced
the probability of a turning movement
from Weenen and this had been tele-
graphed back to Pretoria by Leyds’
agents, when in reality. a frontal attack
was alone under comsideration. Nothing
of this sort was done. All the news was
suppressed for a fortnight before the
battle, and Londom has awaited eight
days for the first clear account of the
capture of the guns, in yesterday’s Stand-
ard, while dispatches from Methuen's
column seldom appear in print, and
there seems to be slight probability that
he will receive adequate reinforcements
for carrying the strong position which
half encircles him,

“I have assurances from high quarters
that he will hold his groumnd and not re-
treat to Orange River. He makes econ-
stant use of the balloon, and is watching
the enemy’s movements day by day. The
bull dog has not lost his grip and while
he holds on to the open velt beyond
Modder River he keeps a large Dutch
force away from Natal and releases
Kimberley from close investment.”

SITUATION AT THE MODDER,

London,.Dec. 25.—A despatch from
‘Modder River, dated December 18 says:
“The Boers continue extending their
trenches. They now have nearly 20
miles of entrenched works due north of
the British camp which also is Im an
adnnralhk; Dosition for defence, as the
Surrounding country is perfectly level.
The Boers, moreover, are compelled to
keep a force estimated at 20,000 in order
to contain the British column,

“A large number of Lord Methuen’s
wounded have recovered and are ready
to resume their places in the ranks.”

A despatch to the Daily News from
Modder River ‘dated December 18 says:

“We are now awaiting until England
shall have realized the actual facts, It
has to be admitted that, man for man,
we have found ourselves pretty well
magched: but the Boer has always the
choice of Dositions. Let England then

e alive to the need for a further
100,000 men. Such a force will prove
the “truest economy in both blood and
treasure.”
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MONTREAL'S NEW ELEVATORS.

Dominion Government Confirms Lease
of Best' Harbor Sites to Buffalo
Syndicate,
From Our Own Correspondent.

Ottawa, Dec. 26.—An extra of the
Canada Gazette issued to-night approves
of the agreement between the harbor
commissioners of Montreal and the Con-
nors Syndicate of Buffalo, who are thus
confirmed in their bargain for the best
accommodation for elevators in the har-
bor, Their contract is for forty years
with privilege of renewal.

' Lthey were

o

‘seanned ;n

’%‘t&qﬂnﬂn‘. lips:

X y will”; : g

by all wondered why L

long and stint, |

Now the mo sits in her room alone;
e it mfm. ithey say);

Bhe would give her Ifa if she could atone

To the boy they sent away;

‘| The boy who dfed in the bu’ei', bu&:t night,

And who Proved in the bloody
Of the shrieking shell, and the battle-hell,
'I'hat‘ the Wworst is often the best. *

There’s none to sneer at the skapegrace
now;

He has Twlped out every shame;

He has, done his work, and. we all allow

‘He's a credit to his name.

‘We eall him the pride of the family now,

And the moral is quickly seen—

There is always a place for the hard
case y

In the service of the Queen. i
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Cowichan, B. C., 21st. December, 1899,

BATTLE OF RIETFONTEIN.

Account of the Artillery Duel Written
by the London Mail (brrespondgnt.

Ladysmith, Oct. 26.—The busines of the
last few days has been to secure the ro-
treat of the column from Dundee. On Mon-
day, October 23, the whisper began to fly
round Ladysmith that Col, Yule’s force had
left town and camp, and was endeavoring
to join us. On Tuesday it became certainty,

At four in the dim morning guns began to
roll and rattle through the mud-greased
streets of Ladysmith. By six the whole
northern road was jammed tigh t with
bearer company, field hospital, ammunition
column, supply column—all the stig, un-
wieldly, crawling tail of an army. Indians
tottered and staggered under green-curtain-
ed doolies; Kaffir boys guided spans of
four and five and six muleg drawing am-
bulances, !ike bakers’ vans; others walked
beside wagons curling whips that would
dwarf the biggest salmon rod round the
flanks of small-bodied, huge-horned oxen.
This tail alone of the army covered three
miles of road. At length emerging in front
of them you found two clanking fleld bat-
teries, and sections of mountain guns jing-
ling on mules. Ahead of these again Jong
khaki lines of infantry sat beside the road
or pounded ‘it under their even tramp, Then
the general himself and his staff; then best
part of a regiment of Infantry; then a co:n-
pany, the reserve of the advanced guard;
then a half company, the support; then a
broken group of men, the advanced parcty;
then, in the very front, the point, a ser
geant and a half dozen privates trudging
sturdily along the road, the scenting nose of
the column. Away out of sight were the
horsemen,

Altogether, two regiments of cavalry—
Fifth Lancers and Nineteenth Hussars—
the Forty-second and Fifty-third Field Bat-
teries and Tenth Mountain Battery, four
infantry battalions—Devons, Liverpools,
‘Gloucesters and Second King’s Royal Rifles
—the Imperial Light Horse, and the Natal
Volunteers. - Once more, it was fighting.

The head of the column had come with-
ing three miles or so of Modderspruit sta-
tion, The valley there is broad and open.
On the left runs the wire-fenced railway;
beyond it the land rises to a high moun-
tain called Tinta Inyoni, On the left front
is a yet higher green mountain, double-
peaked, called Mattawana’s Hoek. Some
call the place Jonono's others Rietfontein;
the last. is perhaps the least outlandish.

The force moved steadily on towards
Modderspruit, one battalion in front of the
guns. “Tell Hamilton to watch his left
flank,’” said one in authority. “The enemy
are on both those hills,”” Sure enough,
there on the crest, there dotted on both
sides, were the moving black mannikins
that we have already come to know afar
as Boers. Presently the dotted head and
open files of a battalion emerged from be-
hind the guns, changing direction half left
to cover their flank. The batteries push-
ed on with the one battalion ahead of them.
It was half-past elght, and brilliant sun-
shine; the air was dead still; through the
clefts of the nearer hills the blue peaks
of the Drakensberg looked as if you could
shout across to them.

Boom! The sound we known well enonugh:
the place it came from was the left shoul-
der of Matawana’s Hoek; the place It
would arrive at we waited; half anxious,
half curlous, to see. Whirr—whizz—e-e-c-e
—phutt! Heavens, on to the very top of a
gun! For a second the gun was a whirl of
blue-white smoke, with grey-black figures
struggling and plunging Inside it. Then
the figures grew blacker and the smoke
cleared—and in the name of wonder the gun
was still there, Only a subaltern had his
horse’s blood on his boot, and his haver-
sack ripped to rags.

But there was no time to look on that
or anything else but the amazing nimble-
ness of the guns. At the shell—even before
it—they flew apart like ants from a water-
ing can. From crawling reptiles they leap-
ed into carrying insects—the legs of the
eight horses pattering as if they belonged
all to the one creature, the deadly sting in
the tail leaping and twiching with every
movement. One battery had wheeled about,
and was drawn back at wide intervals fac-
ing the Boer hill. Another was pattering
swiftly under cover of a ridge leftward:
the leading gun had crossed the railway:
the last had followed; the battery had utter-
ly disappeared. Boom! Whirr—whiza—-e-e-
e-e—phutt! The second Boer shell fell
stupidly, and burst in the empty veldt. Then
bang!—from across the rallway—e-e-e-e—
whizz—whirr—silence—and then the little
white balleon just over the place the Boer
shell came from. It was 25 minutes to
nine. i

In a double chorus of bangs and booms
the infantry began to deploy. Gloucesters
and Devons wheeled half left, split into
firlng line and supports in open order,
trampled through the wire fences over the
railway. In front of the Boer position,
slightly commanded on the left flank by

‘{Tinta Inyoni, was a low, stony ridge; this

the Gloucesters lined on the left. The
Devons, who led the column, fell naturally
on to the right of the line; Liveipools and
Rifles backed np right and left, But almost
before they were there arrived the irre-
pressible ubliquitous guns; they had
silenced the enemy’s guns; they had ecircled
round the left till they came under cover
of the ridge; now they strolled up, unlim-
bered, and thrust their grim noses over the
brow. + And then—whew! Their appearanece
was the signal for a cataraet of bullets
that for a moment in places almost equalled
the high-lead mark of Elandslaagte. The
alr whistled and hummed with them—and
then the guns began,

4ue .mountain. guns came up on their
mules—a drove of stupid, uncontrolled cresa-
tures, you would have saild, lumbered: up
with th2 odds and ends of an irenworks .
and a i factory, . But the moment
hey “‘p:smon the gunorrs swarmed
npon them, and till yon have seen the gar-
rison gunners working yon do not know

Y, |tury, nalt anxious to get & bettor

eaped - back,
of what it had done. ‘It was a little

ritual, only a little short, ‘‘Ni :
—and }t was just right. Therewith '

down, right and left, carefully, methodical-
Iy, though

It was almost magical.the way the Boer
dropped. - The guuns came into action

you would have ‘hardly have known they
Wwere there, Whenever a group put their
heads over the sky lin2 1,850 yards away
there came a round of shrapnel to drive
‘them in earth again. Presently the hill-
side turned pale blue—bliue with the smoke
of burning veldt, Then in the middle of
'the blue came a patch of black, and spread
and spread udtil the huge expanse was all
black, pocked with the khaki-colored bould-
ers and bordered with the blue of the ever-
extending fire.  God help any wounded
enemy who lay there!

* Crushed' frito. the face of the earth by
the guns, the enemy tried to work round
our left from Tinta Fnyoni, They tried first
at about a quarter past ten, but the Natal
Horse met them. We heard the rattle of
their rifies; we head the rap-rap-rap-rap of
their Maxim knocking at the door, and
the Boer fire stilled again. The Boer gun
had had another try at the Volunteers be-
fore, but a round or two of shrapnel sent
it to kennel again. 8o far we seemed to be
losing nothing, and it Wwas natural to sup-
pose that the Boers were losing a good deal.
But at a quarter past eleven the Gloucesters
pushed a little too far beyond the hills, and
learned that the Boers, If their bark was
silent for the moment, could still bite.
Suddenly there shot into them a cross-fire
at a few hundred yards. Down went the
colonel dead; down” went fifty men.

For a second a few of the rawer hands
in the regiment wavered; it might have
been serious, But the rest clung doggedly
to their position under cover; the officers
brought the flurried men up to the bit
again.
in a few minutes there was another spread-

The mountain guns turned vengeful to-

wards the spot whence the fira came, and
ing, blackening patch of veldt—and silence.
From then the action filckered on fill
half-past one. Time on time the enemy
tried to be at us, but the imperious guns
rebuked him, and he was still. At length
the regiments withdraw., The hot guns
limbered up and left Rietfontein to burn
itself out. The sweating gunners covered
the last retiring detachment, then lit their
pipes. The Boers made a half-hearted at-
tempt to get in both on left and right; but
the volunteers on the left, the cavalry ou
the right, a shell or two from the centre,
checked them as by machinery. We went
back to camp unhampered.
And at the end of it all we found that
in those five hours of straggling bursts of
fighting we had lost, killed and wounded,
116 men. And what was the good? asked
doubting Thomases. Much. To begin with,
the Boers must have lost heavily; they con-
fessed that aloud by the fact that, for all
their pluck in standing up to the guns, they
made no attempt to follow us home, Sec-
ond, and more Important, this commando
was driven westward, and others were
drawn westward to aid it—and the Dundee
force was marching in from the east. Drag-
ging sore feet along the miry roads they
heard the guns at Rietfontein and were
glad. The seeming objectless cannonade se-
cured the unharassed home coming of the
4,000 way-weary marchers from Dundee.—
G. W. Stevens in London Mail

. WARFARE AS IN AFRICA.

Theories of the Military Art Now Being
Put to Practical Test,

Under the heading “Through the Zone
of Fire—A Vivid Pen-Picture of a Bat-
tle on the Veldt,” the Canadian Military
Gazette publishes the following “de-
tailed description of modern warfare as
it is actually waged in South Africa. Be-
sides being extremely interesting, its ac-
curacy may be thoroughly relied upon. It
is by the author of ‘Life in the Ranks’ ”:

Our scouts having brought us intelli-
gence that, say, 1,000 Boers are occupy-
ing an entrenched position five miles to
our front, the general in supreme com-
mand will detail two British battalions,
each 1,000 strong, to rout them out.
This, it may be explained, is in accord-
ance with the rules governing the game
—which decree that, other things being
equal, the attacking force should always
be at least twice the strength of the
defending. With them will go a battery
of field artillery and half a dozen Max-
ims.

All actions, great and small, begin with
an artillery duel; and our suppositious
engagement is, of course, no exception to
the general rule. Now, field artillery
officers claim for their weapons an ef-
fective range of between 8,000 and 12,-
000 yards; but in practice, except under
very exceptional circumstances, they are
seldom ordered into action before the at-
tacking force has advanced to within
about 5,000 yards of the position to be
assailed. Then a single round of com-
mon—i.e., solid—shell is fired, to “get the
range,” followed by shrapnel at one-min-
ute intervals from right to left. At the
same time the infantry, which has, up to
now, been marching in columns of com-
pany, deploys—i.e., opens out.

It may be that the fire of our artillery
draws that of our opponents, in which
case the ‘“drums” are ordered to the
rear, and the bearer companies advance
at the double, in case of wounded; but,
in any case, our lads press steadily for-
ward, rifles at the trail or slope, and
ranks opened to two paces’ interval.

At about 3,000 yards, the two battal-
ions separate. One stays 600 yards in the
rear, and becomes the main body of the
reserves, while the other splits itself up
into’ the “firing line,” “supports” and
“reserves” in such a manmer that the
numerical strength of the last-named
fighting unit is exactly equal to that of
the other two combined. The foree, in
other. words, resolves itself into what is
technically known as the “order of nt-
tack,” a somewhat complicated arrange-
ment,

Each line covers precicely the same
length of front, and, in this order; and
keeping the same interval, they enter
what military authorities have agreed to
term tbe ‘“‘dangerous zone.” This may
be anywhere between 1,500 and 900
yards, according to the nature and range
of the weapon with which the enemy is
armed, and his skill in using it. As a
general rile, however, unless the defend-
»inf force is exceptionally strong in ar-
tillery, it may be put down at 1,000
yards.
Anyhow, as soon as the gone is enter-
ed, the firing line ceases to act as a
single fighting unit. ‘Instead, it is broken
up - inte ‘companies, half companies, or
sections; the.particular.formation in any
individual instance being determined by
the character of the ground to be tra-

“‘Nineteen hundred,” cried the major, Same
neteen Mt
and mountain guns, yard by yard, up and
roughly, sowed the whote of
‘| Matawanas vl,t‘,h.,_bq’lletl. b

about a quarter past nine, and for an hour |’
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lies flat on the earth and fires “long
range” volleys. The artillery is, of
course, at the same time, firing diagon-
ally over their heads from either flank;
and the Maxims are “zip-zip-zipping” ot
intervals, just to keep themselves from
growing rusty,

Meanwhile, the defenders—in this case
the Boers—have not been idle. Thoir
gunners and sharpshooters have the (-
van!uge of knowing the exact range—
having previously determined it at Jei-
sure by means of the instrument known
as the stadiometer—and many a brave
“Tommy” throws up his arms and drops
to rise no more. Here and there, too,
some gallant young subaltern chokes
and fails in the midst of a half-uttered
order, and is carried protesting to the
rear. But for these things, however,
the battle, up till now, very much re.
sembles what may be seen any day on
the Fox Hills at Aldershot.

But not for long! At 800 yards the
work becomes decidediy warm.” The de-
fenders recognize that it is now or never.
They have, perhaps, a couple of machine
guns of some sort, and these are sweep-
ing our exposed front fanwise, doing
fearful execution. Shrapnel, too, fitted
with time fuses, are bursting among us
with monotonous regularity. And, less
showy, but more deadly than all, the
Mauser bullets sing a ceaseless chorus
whose refrain is death.

No wonder the firing line wavers, and
shows a disinclination to advance.

But the general has nis finger on the
pulse of his little force, and, knowing
full well what is about to happen, he
turns to his orderly bugler and gives
him a short, sharp word of command.
Instantly a call rings out, startling, crisp
and shrill; and ere its echoes have ceas-
ed to reverberate, the long line of sup-
ports rise as one man and dashes for-

Thus stiffened, it pushes fortvArd anew,

for another 200 yards. Then, again,
there is seen that ominous wavering, and
one half-company, which has had an en-
tire section wiped) out by the bursting of
a single well-aimed shell, stops short and
seeks cover without orders. The officer
in command threatens, entreats, protests,
and the men rise again and rush forward
desperately. It is a critical moment.
From a distance one can see the firing-
line actually wilt beneath the tornado
of fire.

But hark! A second time the bugle
rings out, and its lilting blare is answer-
ed by the whistles of half a hundred
company and section commanders. It is
the order to bring up the reserves.

They come forward at the double, and
take their place in the fore-front of the
battle, and the firing line, stiffened effect-
ually by 500 fresh troops, dashes forward
once more. .

At 250 yards the whistles sound again.
“Employ magazine fire.” is what they
say, in language easily understandable
of the soldier. And magazine fire it is;
while the Masims zip-zip-zip their very
hardest, and the artillery pounds away
with a will. It is the turn of the enemy
to wilt and to wither. Talk about squirt
ing death through a hose! "T'his is pump-
ing annihilation through a thousand noz-
zles at once. :

And under cover of this terrific fusil-
lade the main body of the reserves, to the
number of 1,000 or thereabouts—for some
few have fallen during the advance—are
creeping nearer and ever nearer. They
are only 100 yards from the fiing line
now. 50! 25! g

Enough! The firing ceases as suddenly

as it began, and this fresh body of Bri-
tons, bayonets fixed, drums beating, and
each individual separate wunit cheering
like mad, hurls itself, a living avalanche
of brawn and muscle, full on the doomed
enemy.
It is the hottest of hot work while it
lasts, and many a gallant redcoat drops
ere the charge is dgiven home. But
driven home it js. Nothing short of anni-
hilation can stay a regiment of Bl‘i'tls)}
regular infantry, once it has received
and acted upon the order to charge. :

And now ensues a scene of sickening
carnage; for once inside an enemy’s
trenches little, if any, quarter can be
given. There is always the danger of
a counter-attack to be reckomed with.
So, to make sure, every man found in-
side the position, with arms in his hands,
is ruthlesly bayoneted; while the flight
of those who have previously taken to
their heels:Ts hastened by’ the volleying
of their own abandoned artillery, and
by the independent rifle fire of the vic-
tors knmeeling to take aim amid the
corpses of the vanquished.

Such, briefly sketched, is the history of
a typical modern battle, in which the at-
tacking force is victorious. But, SUPPOS-
ing the attack is repulsed! When this
happens, it will readily be seen that the
result to the assailants, who have to re-
cross in their retreat the fire-swept zone
are usually disastrous.

o

Capt. Christensen and Chief Enginecer
McGuire of the tug Czar have come ove!
from Vancouver to take charge of the
Lorne, the flagship of the tugboat fleet
operating in the Straits.  Their places
will be taken on the Czar, on the route
with ’Pransfer No. 1, between Van-
couver and Union, by Capt. L. P. Locke,.
formerly' of the Joan and later of the
Lorue. ;

The American ship Glory of the Sesas
sailed from San Francisco 2 w ago:
for Commx to load amother cargo coal
for R. Dunsmuir & Sons.
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