
AZCB DISCOVERIES!

EXTENSIVE GOLD FIELDS

lirrrra from dr. brown.

The quiet which has reigned in this com­
munity during the last three months was 
completely dispelled Wednesday, and the 

‘whole city thrown into a state of excitement 
'by the announcement of extensive surface 
-diggings, of surprising richness, having been 
discovered by the Exploration party on the 
Sooke and Leech Rivers. The intelligence is 
contained in the following letter, addressed
to the Exploration Committee, by Df. 
Brown, the commander, which will un­
doubtedly be perused with the liveliest
"MHwfefcZ"" ............... ...

The Committee met yesterday afternoon at 
j Messrs Franklin’s office, and beard the state­

ments of Mr. Foley, one of the party, a miner 
of jooosidereble experience, who bad just re­
turned, and he confirmed the details fur­
nished by Dr. Brown. Mr. Foley had with 
him specimens of the gold washed out. He 
represents that during the first four, miles of 
their ascent of the Sooke Biver, they pro- 

t spected and found indications of gold, but 
nothing to pay ; but thence up to the junc­
tion of a tributary flawing in from the west, 
ward, which they named Leech river, after 
Lieut. Leech, they found good $5 diggings. 
Some of the prospecting being as high as 

.25 cents to the pan. The party, consisting 
-of Messrs. Buttle, Foley, Whymper and 
McDonald, ascended Leech River, a distance 
of • miles, when they reached the Forks of 
another stream, which they-did not explore.

On the banks and bars along Leech river 
the excellent prospects alluded to in Dr. 
Brown’s letter were obtained. The pay-dirt, 
whi'ch it is believed will be found to yield a 
“ bit” to the poo, is said to be five feet deep, 
and the diggings are supposed to be sufficient 
to give profitable employment to several 
thousand miners.

The . Committee, with Corporal Buttle, 
waited on His Excellency the Governor in 
the"afternoon and consulted with him as to 
the immediate appointment of a Gold Oom- 
miesioser, to "receive mining licenses and 
records of claims, and also as to the law to 
be laid down in the staking off of claims. 
We understand that Hie Excellency will ap- 

^ point a Commissioner forthwith.
Despatch No. 4. -

?.. I. Exploring Expedition, Camp No. 4, 
Clem-clem-alats, Indian Village,
27th July, 1864.

Thi V. I. Exploring Expedition :

l

Gentlemen :—I have the bond* to an­
nounce for your satisfaction the safe arrival 
of both the detached parties which 1 sent 
from Sooke, act ose country, bringing intelli- 
igenee the most satisfactory to me, and the 

" results of which cannot fail to prove of the 
highest importance to the prosperity of the 
colqoy and the further ap-buildiog of the eity 
of Victoria.

2. The formaf reports of Lienteaant Leach 
1 shall forward by the first opportunity after 
its completion, but the intelligence l have to 
-communicate is of too important a nature to 
bear delay in Jer warding to you, eved for one 
hour. Accordingly I have resolved to de­
spatch a special messenger with this letter 
-and the accbmpimying specimens, and alter 
mature deliberation have selected Corporal 
Battle, R. E., as one on whose fidelity and 
prudence I can place the most implicit 
velianee. This will necessitate a delay of 
-about three days, but this was rendered neces­
sary at all events to recruit the party after 
their fatigue, and Mr. Leech, having severely 

’burnt his foot, it will be folly that time before 
be is again able to take the field. To-day 1 
■will remove to a convenient place near the 
Quttmichan Indian village, on the Nanaimo 
trail where wood and water is convenient,and 
salmon are caught on the River weir. •

3. The discovery which 1 have to commu­
nies t< is the finding of gold on the hanks of 
one of the Forks ol the Sooke River, about 
12 mils* from the sea in a straight line, and 
ün a locality never hitherto tcached by white 
men, in all probability never even by na­
tives. I forward an eighth of an ounce, or 
thereabouts, of the coarse scale gold, washed 
out ôf twelve pans of dirt, in many places 20 
feet above tbe river, and with no tools but a 
shovel and a gold pan. The lowest pros­
pect obtained was 3 cents to the pan, tbe 
highest $1 to the pan, and work lilto that 
with the rocker would yield what pay you 
can better calculate than I can, and the de­
velopment of which, with what results to the 
Colony you may imagine.' The diggings ex 
tend for fully 25 miles, and would give em­
ployment to more' than 4000 men. Many of 
the claims would take 8 to 10 mén to work 
them. The diggings could be wrought with 
great facility by Burning the bed of tbe 
stream. The banks mod benches can be 
sluiced or rocked. The timber on the banks 
will supply to the whip saw all the timber 
"that can ever be required for the miner’s 
purposes. The country abounds with game 
and tbe ‘i honest miner” never need fear that 
he can find food enough without much ti cu­
bic. A saw mill could be erected at the 

-head waters (or say at the Folks of “ Leech’s 
River,”) and lumber for flumes, pumps, 
sluices, &e., floated down to the miners, sad 
on the whole the value of the diggings

» not be easily overestimated.
can*

I may add, that there is any amount of 
“ five cent dirt,” and with proper tools the 
average prospect is about one bit the pan. 
Tte gold will speak for itself. Corporal 
Buttle will return to camp No. 24 imme* 
diately, and 1 trust that you will deal 
liberally with tbe men when the diggings 
employ the number of people they are cal­
culated to support, and that the expedition 
will not be forgot in the Governor’s procla-

- msliun anent the discovery of gold-fields.
; I announce this event with the moat lively

- satisfaction, and trust that oer labors are 
-meeting with the approval of the colony. 1 
-will communicate the discovery at greater

THE SOOKE DIGGINGS.
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length as soon as possible. Lieut. Leech 
sent a letter to me with an Indian, and 1 
have no doubt but that yon have received 
before this. It announces the discovery, and 
closes a small prospect of gold taken farther 
down the river."

I have tbe honor to be,-Gentlemen,
Your very obedient servant, 

Robt. Brown.
Commander and Government Agent of the 

Expedition.

More About Sooke Diggings. Mr. Foley and partjr returned te camp on 
Thursday evening, bringing very rich pros­
pects with them. They have celled tbe stream 
Leech River.

The prospects on Leech River ranged 
from 3 cents to 1 dollar, the average being 
VL% cents to tbe pan. 6

While Mr. Foley was swav I shifted 
camp to a point shewn on sketch es camp 20 
abeut-4 miles further up tbe Lake than camp’ 
13 ; we only remained in camp 20 one day 
for the cook's fire having spread the woods 
caught fire and we were obliged to 
oamp to a small island in tbe Lake.

On Wednesday the 20th, Buttle and Lewi* 
ascended a mountain and obtained some very 
important bearings. Battle brought down s 
beautiful specimen of quartz crystal.

On Friday the 22d. we went ashore on the 
N. W. side of the Lake and constructed a 
good raft to take us to the head of the Lake 
a distance of about 6 miles. That night f 
was so unfortunate as to meet with an acci­
dent ; a prospect pan full of fire was stand, 
ing at tbe door of my tent for the purpose of 
keeping sway the mosquitoes, and as I was 
coming out of the test after dark I trod on 
the edge of the pan and capsised the fire over 
my foot

On Saturday the 23d we struck tents at 7 
a. m., and started for the bead of the lake, 
which we reached at 5 p. in.

Sooke Lake is about 19* miles long, and is 
about 250 feet above the level of tbe sea. it 
is fell of salmon iront.

A small stream flows into the lake at a 
point about 1 mile from camp No. 21, it flows 
through a valley which bears N.W. from its 
mouth on the lake. On the left band side 
near the outlet is a very prominent mountain, 
which we named in honor of the commander, 
Mount Browns This va’.ley seems to con­
tain good soil. The openiog seems to ex- 

-tend for about one mile along tbe margin of 
the lake. Timber burnt—èedsr, silver pine,

Sooke and Leech Rivers,
Further Report* from Dr. Brown’s Party.

A. messenger arrived Sunday evening from 
Cowiohan, with another dispatch from Dr. 
Brown, dated the 29th July, enclosing the in­
dividual reports of Corporal Leech, Sergeant 
Meade, and Ronald McDonald, respecting tbe 
recent discoveries at Sooke, together with a 
map framed by Sergt. Meade, of the Sooke and 
Leech rivers. These reports/we learn, fully 
corroborate all that we have yet heard of the 
wealth of the district. They affirm that the 
average of the prospecta taken on the latter 
river equalled 12% cents to the pan, while 
some prospects yielded as high <w $1 ! 1 The 
map of the two rivers', where the aarifprous 
deposits were discovered, will prove invalu­
able to the miners proceeding to the locality. 
It is traced out, we understand, with consid­
érable care, and shows the different points of 
encampment of the exploring party. Dr. 
Brown was waiting for Corporal Battle, and 
the other two men, whee the party would 
proceed to-Nanaime. .The Exploration Com­
mittee will meet this afternoon; in the mean 
time, the reports, map, etc., may be seen at 
the office of the Secretary,

DR. BROWN’S DISPATCH.
Testimony off Eye-Witnesses.

The following is a copy of the dispatch 
from Dr. Brown, alluded to in yesterday’s 
Colonist, which reached the Honorary Se­
cretary of the Exploration Committee on 
Sunday evening :—

Dispatch No. 5,
T. I. Exploring Expedite».

THE SOOKE DIGGINGS. move
The excitement which prevailed yesterday 

in regard to the newly diseovered alluvial 
diggings at Sooke has in no way abated. 
One hears no other subject canvassed, end 
the usual exclamation made by persons 
meeting one-anotber on the streets, respect­
ing the state of tbe weather, has for the nonce

i
-SCOWAKBN,

Camp No. 25, July 29th, 1864.
Gentlemen,—I beg to enclose for vour in­

formation, Lt. Leech’s official report (A) 
labors of tbe expedition from Sooke H 
to Oowicban" Harbor, during tbe period in 
which he bad tbe command during my tem­
porary absence. I have requested him to 
make-it as abstract as may be compatible 
with clearness, but to give ss full statements 
as possible of the particulars attending the dis 
covery of tbe placers of Sooke and Leech riv­
ers. Though hitherto I have refrained from 
giving for publication more than a bare outline 
of the movements of the Expedition, it being 
inexpedient to furnish more and thereby in­
curring the unpleasantness of having the pub-, 
lie judging the labors of the Expedition by 
such mangled documents, when it. is unfair 
to criticize our work until my extended and 
official report is before them. Yet as the dis­
covery of the gold is most likely to be made 
of practical use to the colony immediately, 
and the most minute particulars are reason­
ably enough desired, 1 have instructed Mr. 
Meade to draw eat a formal account (enclo­
sure B) of the particulars of the prospecting, 
and at the same time forward (enclosure C), 
a o’ extract from Mr. McDonald’s jeurnal on 
the eame subject. Messrs. Foley and Battle 
at present-in Victoria will furnish you with 
the fullest particulars regarding the part they 
took in the discovery.

2. 1 hese documents are so complete that it 
is almost unnecessary to supplement them 
with any explanations. It appears that they 
found good prospects for several miles above 
the cafion of Sooke river. After passing 
Leech river on the left, they found the pros­
pects to decrease, and naturally concluded 
that the gold came by way of that stream, 
they prospected and found tbe gold which I 
sent you in my last by Corporal Buttle. Leech 
wrote me from Sooke river with the prospects 
above tbe cafion, and the particulars as nar­
rated in his letter (July 17th); subsequently 
the expedition found the still richer pros­
pects of Leech river. These they brought 
over to Cowicban Harbor, and were sent by 
me to you with the account of their extent, 
4c. ( Despatch No. 4 J This will account for 
some seeming discrepancy in our accounts. 
The reporta of Messrs. Leech, Meade and 
McDonald, agree on all points of any mo­
ment, and differ in no particulars but what 
might be expected from the different views 
taken of the saine subject by different men, 
and the fulness or shortness of their state-

of the
arbor

quite given place to tbe interrogatory, “ are 
you off to Sooke 7” Sooke is in every body’s 
mouth—every bodyts thoughts'; and the 
general feeling en thé subject is that if only 
one quarter of what has been represented to be 
tbe case can be verified, the beneficial results 
to Victoria and tbe Island generally, will be 
incalculable. A few days are now all that is 
required to 8>uvinee'the sceptical whether a
own8P^rtwe^onoTforTio^rotdoubtZ PREVIOUS REPORTS CONFIRMED I! 

statements of the discoverers. The

GroodNews from Sooke.

oeca*
Accounts from 0!d Prospectors.sional hasty prospecting of a portion of the 

country during the rambles of the exploring 
party, must necessarily convey but an im­
perfect estimate of the aetusl wealth of the 
whole country traversed, yet sufficient evi­
dence has been given by the explorers to 
create a belief in tbe richness of .that section 
of the country ; and the faith which has al­
ready planted itself in the publie mind is 
manifesting itself in all directions. '

We have less hesitation in avowing onr 
belief in the miserai wealth ol Sooke Dis 
triet, since none can be injured by sharing in 
it. Tbe shortness of the distance and its 
accessibility from Victoria, will soon cause 
provisions and supplies to be placed "Within 
reach of prospectors at low rales, and at this 
season of tbs year camping ont in the open 
air is neither attended with risk or inconve­
nience. A few days will suffice, to set all 
present doubts at rest, and should the result 
equal present anticipations it is-safe to pre­
dict that trails will be immediately opened 
to the mining region, while private specula­
tion and enterprise will bring all the require- 
ments of the miner to his oamp door.

Tbe Exploration Committee met again 
yesterday, and had a consultation with Gov. 
Kennedy on the provisions of the laws to 
regulate mining in tbe District.

Hie Excellency after expressing his views 
desired the Committee to frame such sugges­
tions as they wished to make and submit 
them to him, when a code of regulations 
should be immediately promulgated. This 
was done, and the mining regulations adopt­
ed by the Governor appear in this morning’s 
edition of the Colonist.

A notice also appears reserving all Crown 
Lands unsold or unoccupied lying between 
the 8. W. corner of Shawnigan District to 
tbe N. W. corner of the Government Re­
serve at Peint Owen on San Juan Harbor, 
excepting only tbe districts already surveyed,

A Gold Commissioner has been appointed 
who. will proceed at once te Sooke provided 
with the requisite six months' licensee to be 
supplied to the miners.

During the whole of yesterday small com­
panies ol gold seekers with their packs were 
seen moving off to the new El Dorado, some 
in canoes or boats, and others on foot with 
pack horses to carry their tools,’previsions 
and blankets. From conversations which 
we have had with Corporal Buttle and others 
who are conversant with the country we are 
inclined to believe that those who have se­
lected land travel in preference to the water 
route, have acted the more wisely. A large 
portion of the Sooke trail can be taken, and 
by atriyng through at tbe right place, tbe 
Sooke river can be reached, and 
the. most difficult portion of the track 
which the coast route entails, avoided, 
The accounts all agree upon the fact that the 
fiwt four or five miles of the ascent of Sooke 
River from the harbor are excessively heavy 
and tedious travelling, and next to impracti­
cable to those Who are not experts at the 
work. Mr. Foley himself started last night 
for Sooke harbor, where be will propably re­
main for a day or two to afford every informa 

' tion in his power to those who may be on 
the way, and it would be well for those 
who are proceeding this evening to the 
locality by the Enterprise to seize the oppor­
tunity- of accompanying him up to Leech 
River. Mr. Foley’s camp as announced in 
the neticr which appears elsewhere, will be 
recognised by a white flag with a maltese 
cross.

We know of several experienced prospec­
tors who started off on the reception of the 
first intelligence received from the Exploring 
party, that good paying bars existed from 5 
to 12 miles up the river, and we may now be 
looking lor accounts from these men of the 
success which they have met with. In the 
meantime those who are compelled te re­
main ih our already depopulated city will 
he on the tip-toe of excitement, and anxious 
expectation for the next news, which it is 
earnestly hoped by all will confirm the bright 
visions that the last 48 hours have tended to 
conjure up. There is, and cau be no dog in 
the manger, selfishness in the matter—what 
benefits the individual will benefit the mass, 
and when the publie weal is so closely inter- 
w.oypn with individual prosperityitihe hardy 
prospector who may he toiling throegh thick­
et and swamp, over rocks and crags may feel 
assured that the best wishes of those he has 
left behind accompany him, and that should 
success crown his efforts, he not only fills his 
own coffers bnt becomes to » certain extent 
a public benefactor.

Mon b ay Morning, Aug. 1.
We are gratified to be able to place before 

onr readers the following authentic particu­
lars, from a party of gentlemen who have just 
returned from a prospecting tenr on Sooke 
river. The nàroes of the party are a suffi­
cient guarantee for the reliability of the in­
telligence :—-

- Messrs. Thos. Moffett, Chas. McK. Smith, 
John Spencer and —— Turner,. returned 
this morning by tbe Enterprise from Sooke. 
They bring the following highly gratifying 
news from the new gold fields in that district.

The party left Victoria on Wednesday 
morning last after intelligence had been re­
ceived of thé first prospects struck on tbe 
Sooke River. They proceeded by the trail 
to ~ Sooke and then followed the liver np 
northward.

For a new country, without any trail, the 
traveling was considered much easier than 
on the Fraser in the excitement of ’58.

At about 8 miles from the mouth 
of the river they prospected a bar and 
got from one to three cents to the pan. 
The bar is about 1000 feet long, and 
from 200 to 300 feet wide. -There is a good 
fall here and in most other places for flaming 
or sluicing.

For about 3 miles further there are a succes­
sion of canons. Above this they again pros­
pected a bar extending. perhaps half a mile 
up, and from about a dosen pans they obtained 
an average of from 3 to 8 cents. Some of the 
prospects were weighed çndÇave over 6 cents 
to the jian. One weighed eight. Two .In­
dians who accompanied the party amneed 
themselved by washing out with the top of a 
coffee pot and got 5 or 6 colors each time.

They proceeded three miles further op, tbe 
appearance of the country for mining purposes 
improving every mile ; a large quantity of 
quartz boulders were seen in the bed of tbe 
river, tvjd slate rook, indicating a slate form­
ation higher np. Prospects were taken out 
here and there, as they went along, giving 
various results, but they never missed bod­
ing gold. They went up to the forks of what 
they suppose is now called Leeeh river, but 
not having beard of the prospects found on 
this river, and their provisions running ont, 
they concluded to return to-Vietoria for sup­
plies. They calculate the distance they 
travelled to be from twelve to fourteen miles. 
No one was seen, nor were there any signs of 
persons prospecting ahead of them. On 
their return, they met about 100 men on their 
way up. From what our informants saw. 
they believe that about eight miles from tbe 
mouth, about $3 a day could be made with a 
rocker, and $9 or $8 a day by sluicing. 
Higher up, on. the bar, which they themselves 
took up, they expect to make $5 or $6 with 
"a rocker, and fully 815 with slaices.

The country is rough and heavily timber­
ed with hemlock, cedar and pine. All along 
the river as far as they went they observed 
two benches similar to those on Friser River 
which they did not prospect, bnt judging 
from appearances our informants are ol opin­
ion that if gold is found in them they can-be 
worked to advantage by hydraulic process. 
In some places they are as high as 150 feet 
above the bed of the river, and during tbe 
rainy season water could be brought from the 
creeks in the neighborhood.

Our informants add that from personal ob­
servation they are satisfied that tbe reports 
sent in by tbe Exploring party were not ex­
aggerated, and on Sooke River alone* they 
consider that remunerative employment may ’ 
probably be found for over 2000 people.

The depth of the pay-dirt was not - ascer­
tained, but on the first bar they sunk a bole 
of 4 feet withent reaching the bed-rock, find; 
ing gold all the way down."

They intend fcemselves returning on Wed­
nesday to work the claim they have staked

&c.
Sunday 24th. Foley and McDonald went 

to eastern end of lake for the purpose of as­
certaining whether the river flowed in.

Sooke Lake lies SW of Shawhigan, dist­
ance 6 miles. One route is biased. Crossed 
Shawnigao Lake, and crossed Victoria-Cow* 
ieban trail at 24th mile post. Camped there 
on Monday the 25th. Next day struck tents 
ft 7 a. m., and reached Cowicban that night.

I am, Sir, your obed’t sev’t,
T. Leech.

Enclosure B.
V. I. Exploring Expedition, 

Camp No. 25, July 29. ’64,
Sir :—I have tbe honor to report tor your 

information ss follows, accompanied with a 
sketch map of Sooke and Leech rivers.

July I4tb. Went with Mr. Foley to pros, 
pect the river above the canon. I have seen 
the prospects of excellent looking gold rang­
ing from 5 to 6 cents per pan on an average 
of 28 pane. There is plenty of pay 
along the old bed of the river. We 
nine pans this forenoon, and in some pans 
got 10 cents. Those were taken off the bed­
rock (slate), but trying the banks and under 
boulders got what I have stated. With a 
rocker a man could make trom 88 to $10 • 
day. Went out in the afternoon—washed 
eight pans which gave on an average 12 cents 
It will pay to work along this part of the 
river as far bacit as 20 to 30 feet from the 
bank. It is certain that a man could earn 
good wages in the sommer months, having 
all the proper tools to work with—a crowbar 
to remove boulders, a pick, a shovel and a 
rocker. These would enable a miner to turn 
tbe gold out at a much higher mark than we 
have done. The Indiana that are packing for 
us say that coal is to be found two miles 
from ear camp towarde Sooke, bnt it is too 
late in the afternoon to go there, and, Mr, 
Leech does not think it advisable to stop tbe 
party another day to act on their information. 
They say they forgot to tell ns about it when 
we passed by that part of the country yes-, 
lerday. They also say that two men stopped 
in a house about 1% miles from here towards 
Sooke, and that they found gold in good quan­
tity np a stream which flows into the Sooke 
river pear that place. (These two men are 
said to have oeen murdered by the Cbilicoa- 
tens on the Bale Inlet Road.)

Friday 15th.— At 1 mile from camp 
passed through old bed of the river far a 
quarter of a mile, but did not prospect it. 
Two and a half miles from camp prospected 
the bed ot the river hurriedly, and got 4 
cents,1 coarse gold, bnt believe that it would 
average as much as yesterday. Prospected 
another place and found the same. Proper­
ly speaking these prospecta were not on the 
qjd bed of tbe river, but on both aides. 
Sand, drift wood,' and other indications 
so high as 20 feet, and in some places 30 feet 
above the present river bed. It is evident the 
water must have been up to that height at 
some time, probably every winter, or in the 
rainy season, and it has deposited gold far 
back from the present level. Foley went up 
the river a few hundred yards from this camp, 
( No. 18. main) and got a prospect of 20 cents 
to the pan, about 26 leet "above the level of 
tbe sea,

16th July—Prospected tbe river near the 
lake, and to our-astonishment did not get 
more than lour colors to the pan; but the 
back country is flat, and the gold scattered 
from Sooke inlet to this camp. A good male 
trail could be constructed at a comparatively 
trifling expense. Our first day’s travel passed 
through a flat country, with very little fallen 
timber; then for two miles over hills and 
rocks, with piateass between, which are quite 
level, and well adapted for packing over; the 
third day through an undulating country, 
with a great quantity of fallen timber, 
principal difficulty would be the removing the 
fallen timber lor three or four miles. 1 am, 
however, only speaking of it at the present 
level of the river. Game abundant along 
tbe route.

J.7th July—Three Indians returned, and by 
them Lient. Leech wrote to Dr. Brown, en­
closing prospects up to date.

18th July—Finding the gold decrease 
the larger body of the water branching off to 
the lett (Leech’s river) R. McDonald, An­
toine, and myself, under charge of J. M. 
Foley, proceeded to prospect that river *
* * * # Prospects much the same as
at camp No. 17—paying from six to eight 
cents to the pan. There s-.ems no doubt bnt 
that the principal gold falls into Sooke river 
from this branch, as the gold is much the 
same, and we did not get any good prospects 
between tbe Forks sod Sooke Lake.

19th July, (detached camp No. 2)—Pros­
pected river in several places, and in each 
place got good quality of coarse gold varying

dirt all 
washed

meets.
3. I hear that parties are already starting 

for the mines, and I assure yon we sincerely 
wish them all success Doubtless many will 
return (as in all such cases) disappointed, 
bat tbe gold is there whether they take it or 
not. I enclose a small sketch of the gold 
district, which may be Of some assistance in 
finding the locality. This, with tbe gold 
specimens you willrJ trust, exhibit in some 
public place for the information of the adven­
turers.

4. Lieut. Leech’s foot, I regret to say, is 
not better, but I hope before requiring to 
start (after Corporal Battle’s return) he will 
be able to take tbe field.

* .- # # * # #*

1 have, Ac , \
Robert Brown,

Com’dr. and Govm’t. Agent of the Exp’dtn, 
Y. I. Exploration Committee.

ENCLOSURE A.
Cowicban Camp, No. 25,1 

29th July, 1864. J
Sir,—(n obedience to orders dated Camp 

No. 16,-12th Joly, I took charge of the ex­
ploring party, and proceeded up Sooke river 
to Sooke lake.

We reached the canon at 4, p.m., or the 
13th inst. 1 camped here all day on the 14th, 
for the purpose of enabling Mr. Foley to 
prospect, Mr. Whymper to complete a 
sketch of the canon which he had commenced 
the previous day, and also because I wished 
to ascend a mountain which Buttle had vis­
ited ou the afternoon of the 13th, and re­
ported that we could obtain bearings to- 
several important points. On the afternoon 
of the 14th, when I returned to camp, Mr. 
Foley showed me tbe result of lys prospecting 
which was very satisfactory indeed; tbe lowest 
yield being three cents, and the highest 25 
cents to the pan. The gold was found on 
the right bank of the river, immediately 
above the canon.

The altitude of the mountain visited is 
about 1,850 feet above the level of the sea.— 
From camp 16, for about two and a-half 
miles up stream, tbe country is level, or 
slightly undulating; good soil. The country 
lying to the westward consists of conical bills 
covered with pines; very little level land— 
To tbe eastward, is very ragged, consisting 
of rooky eminences, very thinly timbered. 
The lake lies north of this point, distant about 
six or eight miles; the country bWtween is 
very mountainous.

We reached Sooke Lake at 1 p. m. on 
Saturday tbe 16tb instant, having made tbe 
journey i»2J days’ easy travel. About 6 miles 
above tbe canon the river forks one fork flow­
ing from the N. W., the other coming from 
the Northward from the Lake ; tbe latter 
stream being the smaller of the two.

On Sunday I did not move camp, but paid 
off three of the Italians and retained Lazare 
and engaged him to come a* far as Cowioh­
an at 81 per day. Sent a letter to G. Cruiak- 
stiank enclosing one to Dr. Brown containing 
the resells of the prospecting below the forks. 
I made all up into a parcel and sent it to 
Mr. Mnirat Sooke wi‘h directions to forward 
it with the least possible delay.

On Monday morning, at the suggestion of 
Mr. Foley I sent him with a party of three 
( Macdonald, Mead and Tomo) to the N. W. 
Fork mentioned above, for the purpose of 
prospecting it for gold, as we found good 
prospects np ta tbe Forks, bat having passed 
that point nothing worth mentioning was 
found on the stream flawing from the Lake.

off.
Mr. Smith, who has traveled' over and 

prospected much of the country, states that 
in bis opinion the gold-fields will be found to 
extend from San Juan Hiver to Nanaimo.

FoaM of License.—Tbe following will be 
the form of License issued by the Acting 
Gold Commissioner for Sooke District :

VANCOUVER ISLAND GOLD LICENSE,

The

No.
The bearer having paid to 

me the sum of Five Dollars on account 
of the Crown Revenue, I hereby license 
him for th» space of Six Months from 
the date hereof, and no longer, and subject 
to the regulations published in this behalf by 
His-Excellency t^e Governor, to dig, search 
for and remove Gold on and from such Crown 
Lands within the Colony of Vancouver Is­
land as I shall assign to him for that pur­
pose.

This License must he produced whenever 
demanded by ,me or by any other person act­
ing under the authority of the Government.

Signed,

, and

Constabulary for Sooki__Sergeant . Hill
having resigned his position in tbe Police 
force, which he bas held for nearly two years 
with credit to himself, and to the entire satis­
faction of hi* superiors, has been appointed 
chief constable at the mining district of 
Sooke, and together with Mr. Absen, for­
merly of the Police, who has also been ap­
pointed te the rural constabulary, accompa­
nied the gold commissioner on Saturday to 
the scene wf their labors. Acting Gold Commissioner.

~,.:r

-,«

from six cents to the pan. In 
at much as seventy-five cents, 
want of regular mining too 
mining only forms part of our 
and our means of transit being i 
could not be expected to bave. 
Much slate rock intermixed wi 
row color.

21st July—Proceed, after pri 
tber, most satisfactorily, to Cal 
join Lieut. Leech’s party. Lee 
Tided into two forks, and on ti 
the prospects ranged from fiv 

- dollar, of good coarse gold; «I 
bave done better with a pick, J 
the diggings are, you can guess 
tools we had were a shovel, 
bowie knife ! Reached camp, 
companions newly burnt out, 
fnge on an island in the lake, « 
ration Island.” * * * * 
What follows in my journal, rel 
work. Respectfully submitter) 
dient servant J

ENCLOSURE C.
Extract from the journal t 

Donald referring to the gold J 
Sooke and Leech Rivers.

13th.—The Commander and 
started for Victoria to-day on <J 
ef much moment to ns, the ree 
charge of Lient. Leech started 
We bad four Indians with ; j 
where they were-getting hen 
for the Victoria tannery ; this i 
up the River. Crossed the I 
side after passing a deserted bt 

* proceeded two miles more and : 
general course N.N. W., distaoc 
miles. Tbe range of mountain 
tinct mountains is sailed by th 
ua-toa or the •* two packers,” 1 
The Sooke village bears about 
text range is called by them Pe­
at the bottom is a small lake, 
ning W.S.W. and E. N. E., i 
tremity bounding the lake N. 
led Co-con-a-witch ; a high 
chin) bears W.N.W. The laki 
the River is said to rise is al 
eon-a-witch. The great Co 
bears about W.N.W. ; the poi 
at Sooke Bay is S. by E., thi 
N. by W. This camp by the 
smallaneroid is 1200 feel abo' 
the sea.

N. B.—These observations 
by W. from where Mr. Leech fi: 
ef observation.

14th July. • 
prospected the banks of the river 
times ss much as 20 cents. Sixtee 
$1 20; average about 71 cents. T 
were with u> state that they forg 
place where eoal exists, and wh 
gold. It is on a creek on the left 
«ending) above the Bark Encam] 

* Camped at the Falls ca: 
dians Whe-ton-gae, (the “ jumpini 
as the canon is very narrow.

16th July.—Up river ; gsod 
gold and copper. Got several goi 
geld ; course about N.N.W. Ca 
forks of two rivers, the larger i 
Westward -, the stream which we f 
formed a junction with the wati 
river.

16th July.—Followed up again 
stream and in 4 miles reached Sot

#

«

* « m
18th July. — Mr. Leech deep 

Foley, Meade, Antoine and mys 
mentioned on the 16th July te t 
amine the eame. Left the mai 
lake about 8 a.m. ; reached fork 
The river flows into the Sooke an 
•‘The Forks;” we named it eut 
mender’s approval “ Leeeh Rivt 
each bank ae we went up ; got 
wherever we tried, The river 
compass due West as far as v 
washed boulders are in bed of th< 
a series of small benches. * 
Travelled about 6 miles.

19th July.—Up Leech river, 
nothing but the color ; at other t 
the pan. Traveled prospecting |

20th July.—Cached our blanl 
the camp, so «s net be encuc 
weight, and started prospecting 
usual way with miners—from the 
and back—but felt the want of 
pecially a pick. The pan show 
sion 81 and we would have get i 
pick. Mead and Antoine went i 
anything to add to the geograpl 
Returned and told us there w 
flowing into Leech river, and 
Consequently we went up and 
bfazing on the trees. We folio we 
for over a mile, but found our ] 
impeded for want of the pick. ; 
Our largest prospect to-day 1 ju« 
a dollar as possible sud I have 
to judge gold to very small ( 
coarse scale gold, some of the 
cents. Whenever we struck a p 
it good, Bay from 3 cents to $1, 
may also be followed in time, i 
rich gold fields." Although I 1 
hearing gold, yet I saw several 1 
assure the Victorians, and all er 
(not loafers) that in this region ' 
deposits of gold awaiting then 
The forks of Leech river is wil
some very large boulders in iti 
portion of the river which we 
with high mountains, but befori 
needed a short distance further, 
«over anything of great importai 
try began to open out, as if appr 
side of the range, or another 
might discover another lake or s 

21st July—Left our camp, N 
about seven o’clock, and comme 
back. Reached our main camp, 
had left, leaving a notice on a I 
proceeded four miles further, ar 
keep on the margin of the lake 
we should find them camped on 
found our cache all right. Ma 
spurted ahead, and found Mr. J 
camped on an island, where the 
cape the woods on fire. They b 
a little raft they had constructed 
the day they were nearly burn 
most pas# of the contents of M 
sack, partly consuming a bank 
Yerely burning Mr. Leech’s foot 

N. B.—Mr. Leech wrote the 
Sooke Lake, with the return 1 
catch him in Victoria. He en< 
mens of gold from Sooke river 
Mr. Whymper. The gold and tl 
of the discoveries on Leech rive 
through to Cowicban, aud are Vi 
both in quality and quantity, to 
the sum total, as to the pau.

I hereby declare the above to 
tract from my journal, in ref 
discoveries. Respectfully subr 
dient servant, Kanj

H. M. S. Tribune.—We 
that the Tribune is still maki 
and it is feared that she maj 
to San Francisco, and be pit 
flock for repairs. In the me 
derstand that she will go inti 
a trial trip.

j
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