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PARABLE OF THE SOWER.GUARD WELL THY HEART.

.Guard well thy heart lest passion sweep 
The chords; and God’s sweet melody

Be lost; lest from the ruins leap
The spirit of unrest set free, 

And o'er thy life dark chaos fall.
Guard well thy heart! rest not content 

With visions fair. Unwearied seek
Till thou hast found the true love sent 

By him who watcheth o’er the weak, 
Who heads the suppliant’s call.

Guard well thy heart! its throbbing life 
Protect with jealous care. Be not

Dismayed, though bitter grow the strife. 
And dark contention mark thy lot. 

Fear not. He ruleth over all.
—Ottawa Owl.

happy in believing that things were all as ho 
wished them?"

“Oh, of course; but it seemed a pity that 
he could not know.”

“You think that he would fail to under- 
stand all this, and would be unhappy in 
another life because of the happiness he would 
have supposed himself to have lost in this?"

“It sounds a little immoral to put it in that 
way."

"But isn’t that about what you mean?”
“Why, yes, I suppose it is. There seems a 

certain injustice in his not knowing that 
really his death was the best thing that could 
happen to him.”

"And if the universe was managed in a

ALINE)
LESSON IV, SECOND QUARTER, IN­

TERNATIONAL SERIES, APRIL 27.

Text of the Lesson, Luke vili, 4-15- Com­
mit Verses 12-15 — Golden Text, Luke 
viil, 18—Commentary by the Bev. Dh Me
Stearns.

(Compiled from Lesson Helper Quarterly by per- 
mission of H. 8. Hoffman, publisher, Philadel- 
phia.]
According to the first three verses of this 

chapter, after bringing joy and peace to the 
poor women in Simon’s house. He went 
through all the cities and villages showing 
the glad tidings of the kingdom of God, the 
kingdom foretold by all the prophets, when 
the Lord shall again choose Jerusalem, coin- 
fort Zion and restore Israel, never to be 
plucked up or scattered again (Zech, i, 17; ii, 
10-12; Jer. xxiv, 6, 7); that through them 
He may establish His Messianic kingdom in 
all the world. He was accompanied by the 
twelve and certàin women whom He had 
healed and who now ministered unto Him. 
Returning, probably, to Capernaum, He 
healed one possessed with a blind and dumb 
demon. This drew forth from the Pharisees 
the accusation that He was possessed by the 
devil, and thus did these mighty works. 
Jesus in reply warned them of the sin that 
can never be forgiven, whether committed in 
this age or the age to come. He also foretold 
His death and resurrection and pointed them 
to a coming judgment. They receive not His 
teaching, but determine to kill Him (Matt, 
xii).

4. “And when much people were gathered 
together, and were come to Him out of every 
ity. He spake by a parable.” Matthew says: 
"The same day went Jesus out of the house 
and sat by the seaside; and great multitudes 
were gathered together unto Him so that He 
went into a ship and sat, and the whole mul- 
titude stood on the shore." If the rulers 
would not listen to Him the common people 
heard Him gladly (Mark xii, 37) ; and it is still 
true that “not many wise men after the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble are 
called” (I Cor. i, 26).

5-8. “A sower went out to sow bis seed, * 
etc. “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." 
It is a simple story of what may have been 
taking place before the Saviour’s eyes at that 
moment. On the hillside a farmer may have 
been actually sowing his seed, some falling 
on the beaten path, some on thin soil beneath 
which was a great rock; some where the 
thorns had already preoccupied the ground; 
and some on good ground. The Saviour an­
ticipates the harvest, and speaks of that 
which fell on the good ground as the only 
portion accomplishing anything. He was in 
the habit of using the most familiar things 
with which to illustrate His teaching.

9. “And His disciples asked Him, saying, 
What might this parable be?" The Holy 
Spirit interprets spiritual things to spiritual 
men (I Cor. ii, 13, R. V., margin), and these 
men had not yet received the Holy Spirit in 
His fullness, therefore they understood not 
this parable.

10. “And He said, Unto you It is given to 
know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: 

|but to others in parables." By comparing 
IMatt, xiii, 36; Mark iv, 10, we see that Jesus 

sent the multitudes away and went into the

feminine way,” Tom said, smiling, “I sup­
pose Tim would have been forced to have all 
this explained to him upon his entrance to 
another world so that ne might suffer as 
much as possible in the knowledge that even 
the joy that he believed he had was a sham, 
and that there was only baseness and sorrow 
beyond it all. The alternative does not seem 
to me so much to be desired”

“Of course not, the way you put it.”
“And how would you put it?”
"I should say that he should be assured 

that he had had the best of life, and that so 
his death was not really the misfortune it 
had seemed to him.”

“But does it seem to you probable that he 
would believe it without having it proved?”

"I don’t know," she said doubtfully; "I had 
not thought of that.”

Tom laughed with the easy masculine as­
sumption of superiority and flicked his whip 
at the bushes which crowded down to the 
roadside.

“It was horrid of her, anyway,” Kitty said 
irrelevantly, after a moment of silence.

“Horrid of her?" Tom echoed.
"Yes, of May Manley.”
“Oh, May; yes."
“But she got her reward.”
They were silent again for a little time, and 

when he spoke again there was a new tone to 
Tom’s voice.

“I suppose,” he said, “that men never have 
any idea of what women really think of 
them.”

“Why is it true of women any more than 
of men? Do women ever know what men 
think of them?"

"Yes," Tom answered decidedly; "women 
always know, only they generally refuse to 
own it to anybody else, and not infrequently 
they will not even own it to themselves."

"I do not agree with you,” Kitty returned, 
with an air which said far more than the 
mere words.

“Nonsense; of course you agree with me. 
The proposition is self evident. Now you 
know that here am I"---- -

“Isn’t that blue sky just showing over the 
top of the hill just lovely?” interrupted Kitty 
hurriedly.

“It is always so pretty to come up over 
this hill and see it come out over the lakes.”

Tom laughed significantly.
“Thank you for proving my proposition,” 

he said.
“I don’t understand.”
“Oh, no; of course not; and yet if you did

THE SLEIGH RIDE.
1C|The afternoon is as bright as a glowing 

sun shining upon the fresh snow of the night 
previous can make it. The air is mild, and 
yet the snow has not melted enough to spoil 
the sleighing, and Tom Prince and Kittie 
Maynard are enjoying what is known in 
Felton as the “ten mile drive.”

The “ton mile drive” is a long stretch of 
winding country roads, following which one 
circles three lakes, now frozen over; passes 
through the corners of three townships, and 
after all varieties of hill and dale, of woodland 
and of open, comes back to the village from 
which be started, pretty little Felton, nestled 
down among the hills like a wood pigeon 

11Tom and Kittie had known each other from 
childhood, and in the days of boy and girl­
hood before they had gone away for what 
the farmers around about called their "edica- 
lion," they bad played at being lovers in the 
aculation country fashion. Since Tom had maduated from college, however, and Kittie 
had returned from boarding school, there had 
been a manifest difference of relations be­
tween them. It was perhaps that they did 
not wholly recognize each other in the ma­
tured and changed person each met, and that 
it was harder to become acquainted with this 
stranger who bore the name of on old friend 
and showed so many of the old traits than it 
would have been to begin a fresh friendship 
with one who was really a total stranger.

They bud grown shy of each other from 
the very strangeness of the new sensation 
which they felt in the presence of the other, 
and two or three times already had Mistress 
Kittie declined an invitation from Tom to 
take this very “ton mile drive" upon which 
they had now embarked. Today, however, 
the delightful softness of the weather, the 
brilliancy with which the sun shone, the sight 
of the span of trotters in which Tom took a 
very justifiable pride, and perhaps some 
secret inclination to try a touch of the old 
time flirtation, had made Kittie say yes when 
she had fully intended to say no, and once 
the word bad been spoken there was no draw- 
ing back.

It could not be denied that Tom handled
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the reins well, and it is probable that the 
young man himself was not ignorant of that 
fact, it not being a strongly marked charac­
teristic of enamored swains to be wholly un- 
aware ot the situations in which they are| 
most likely to be pleasing to the eye of the 
fair whose smiles they would win.

At least, whether be did or did not know ! 
It, Tom undeniably did drive well, and be | 
also looked his best in the fur cap and fur j 
trimmed coat in which upon this especial day ! 
ho was arrayed. Kitta, of course, pretended 
not to look at him at all, while as a matter j 
of fact she could not have kept her eyes off

not know what I was going to say why did
you interrupt just then?"

“Why, I-I saw the sky just then."
"Oh, you did?”
“Of course I did."
“I suppose so; but that does not account for 

your feeling bound to break in just then when DINING CHAIRS IN LEATHER, CANE AND PERFORATED SEATS. 
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house, and that then He gave the explana­
tion of this parable. That He was in the 
house when He interpreted the parable ap­
pears also from verses 19 and 20 of this chap- 

|ter. It has been said that a parable is some- 
was about what like a nut which keeps the kernel for 

|the diligent, but from the indolent. Because 
1they would not trouble themselves to see or 
! hear He therefore so speaks that the unbe-

I was going to say”-----
“I do not see,” Kittie again interrupted 

hastily, “why you should make so much out 
of so little, as if I had some deep laid scheme
in mind every time I spoke of the view." 

"Then you did not know what *
to say?"

“Why, how in the world should I, Tom?"him if her life had depended upon it.
She was well enough worth looking at her- 

self, it might be added, with her seal skins 
and the clear color in lier cheeks. Tom 
thought she had never looked so pretty in 
her life, and it is not impossible that he was

isal Balm 511“Then why don’t you ask what it was?’
“Oh," Kittie retorted, tossing lier pretty 

head, “do you suppose that I think everything
lieving and indifferent may not see nor hear. 

1 11. “Now the parable is this: The seed is
you might bave said to be ot so great Import- I the Word of God." , Mark says: 4 The sower 
ance that it must bo looked back to and core- soweth the word. The business of ery 
fully called up if it does get interrupted?" Christian in this whole age is to be a vessel“Very likely not; that is what I complain ! in the baud of the great Sower with which 

f.# He may scatter the seed of the word.
Owt-lan her in her hands and | 12. "Those by,he way side are thcy that|Kittie twirled her muff in her hands, aid cometh the devil." We have nowTom lashed the snow with his whip for a no- | four kinds of soil on which the word falls and ment, neither knowing just what to say next. | will fall till the kingdom comes. There is 

1 Then Tom spoke again, rare the revagel " be 1 the hard beaten heart of the so called gospel 
I “But if you do not care what I said, be hardened. He has gone to church all his life, 

perhaps is seldom absent on Sunday morning, 
but he is too weary in body to hear with 
profit, or, if not, the business of the week so 
so crowds in upon him that while apparently 
he is listening to the sermon he is in bis mind 
going over yesterday's business transactions 
or anticipating those of to-morrow.

13. “They on the rock are they which, when 
they hear, receive the word with joy; and 
these have no root." Here is another class of 
churchgoers, for observe that each kind of 

|soil represents those who hear, so that this 
I parable does not touch those who havo never 
i heard the gospel. It shall be far more toler- 

able for them (Luke xii, 47, 48) in that day. 
This is a hearer who pays attention, and actu­
ally enjoys the public worship, or to talk of 
the things of God. when it does not cost much 
—that is when the weather is fine and there 
are no difficulties in the way, noone opposing. 
Such may probably make a profession of 
faith in Christ, anti for a time give joyful 
testimony, but as soon as there is anything to 
be endured for the word’s sake (Mark iv, 17) 
Immediately they are offended and fail away. 
It was not a saving faith, not an acceptance 
of Jesus to suffer with Him cheerfully in view 
of the reigning bye and bye, but only the re­
ceiving of some gladsome truth about Him. 
These, like the other, give us no solid en- 
couragement.

14. “ And that which fell among thorns 
are they which, when they have heard, go 
forth and are choked.” These hearers may
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Positively Cures quite right in the matter. As the pair went 
skimming along to the jingling of the sleigh 
bells which has so many a time been be- 
praised and be-rhymed, and which cannot 
become hackneyed or dull despite of it all, 
they were a very attractive and charming 
young couple, and that one could safely 
maintain in the face of whatever contra-|
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observed, “of course it is of no use for me 
ever to try to make you listen to it." 

: “You do not put so much stress on my 
—— — - I breaking in just then,” she returned de­
fresh accordingly, and as for Kittle, 1murely.- 

“But if you intended to stop me”----- 
“I intended to speak myself, of course; and 

how could I speak unless you stopped?"

They had not much to say at first. Tom 
• was a good deal occupied with his horses, 

which had not been out for some days and|
were 1.___
she had enough to do in watching Tom and 
pretending that she was utterly indifferent 
whether she were here in the sleigh with
Tom Prince, or seated at home droning over 
the most stupid book in her Aunt Priscilla’s 
shelf of memoirs of dead and gone mission- 
aries. She was, besides, too blissfully con­
tent to care whether she said anything or 
net, and it was not until they got to Ackley’s 
Hill that they began to talk at all. Ackley’s 
Hill was a long steep stretch of nearly a mile, 
one of those tedious hills which make driving 
incertain parts of New England so like doing 
penance in the steepest portions of the paths 
of virtue. The span capered along for a little 
at the foot of the long grade, but they were 
acquainted with the place of old, and it 
hardly needed the rein to remind them that 
they had a deal of uphill pulling to do before 
they came to the top of the slope.
"It is strange how these old places bring 

up things," Tom said suddenly, as the sleigh 
glided more slowly. "Just then, when 1 
looked up, the sight of the old hill, and the 
feeling of going up Ackley’s as I’ve gone so 
often, brought up that time when Tim Law- 
ton and May Manley were thrown out here. 
Don’t you remember ?"

“Remember #" answered Kittie. "I shouldn’t 
forget if I should live to be a thousand years 
old. 1 was never so frightened in my life."

“It was just such a day as this," Tom went 
on, “and you know that"-----

“Don’t,” Kittie broke in.
"Don’t what?"
“Don’t talk of it till we get off this hill." 
"Why not?”
"It is silly, of course,” she answered, “but 

it makes me nervous."
"Then I will not say a word more about it.

The top of the hill was reached at this mo- 
ment, and Tom relieved his feelings as far as 
he might by putting the horses at their full 
speed. The sleigh dashed along more swiftly 
and merrily, while Kittie watched her com-| 
panion furtively, wondering what be would 
say or do next, and a little afraid both to I 
have him speak or to have him keep silence.

"For my part,” began Tom, after a time, 
and then be left the sentence unfinished.

“Well, what for your part?"
“For my part,” he said savagely, “I never 

could see why a girl need act so just because 
she knows that" -----

“Don’t abuse girls," Kittie broke in so 
hastily that for the life of her she could not 
think of anything in particular to say.

“Simply because she knows," Tom re­
peated, stoutly, "that"-----

“But she doesn’t know."
But it was of no use for Kittie to interrupt 

now ; Tom had made up all bis stubborn mind 
to finish his sentence, and finish it be did.

"Just because she knows that a fellow is in 
love with her.”

“Tom Prince!" cried Kitlie, “did you bring

33
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me here to talk to me like that?

"Of course I did," he answered; “and it 
would be just as well for you not to pretend 
that you didn't know it, too."

“I would never have come if"-----
“If you hadn’t known that I should say it 

sooner or later."
“Tom Prince, you are horrid!”
The horses just then required so much of 

the driver’s attention that he was unable to 
throw into the conversation at this point the 
caresses which traditionally belonged there, 
but be did manage to lean over and snatch, 
at a gallop, as it were, a kiss from the red 
lips which were pouting so prettily beside 
him.

“Tom!” she cried, more explosively than 
before; and yet such is the weakness of hu­
manity that she leaned over toward him, 
and thus gave him an opportunity to repeat 
the reprehensible performance.

Of the remainder of their ride it is not 
probable that either of them had any very 
clear idea, and it is only on record that they 
were so late in returning home that Kittie’s 
mother had worried herself half into what 
she was pleased to speak of as “a conniption 
fit," an ailment which is not recognized by 
medical science, but which is neither the less

possibly be saved; the seed has taken root 
well, aud there is quite a growth, but the 
thing lacking here is fruit, ripe fruit, that 
which glorifies God. But can any one be 
saved who does not bear fruit, and who al­
lows cares, riches, pleasures and lusts of 
other things to choke the word? We must 
stand on tho word of God, even though it 
may seem to some a dangerous place. I Cor. 
iii, 11-15, and v, 3-5, clearly indicate that 
there is the possibility of a salvation as by 
fire, an escaping as with the skin of one’s 
teeth (Job. xix, 20). But let no one in the 
least degree take advantage of such a pos­
sibility, for such declarations as “I shall be 
satisfied if I just get in” indicate sad igno­
rance of the love and purpose of God, and 
perhaps the necessity of being born anew.

15. “But that on tho good ground are they, 
which in an honest and good heart, having 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth 
fruit with patience.” Matthew and Mark 
add “some thirty, some sixty, and some an 
hundred fold.” Thank God for such hearers. 
Even a few like these are an inspiration to 
any pastor, and what a comfort they must be 
to the Lord Jesus and to the Holy Spirit. 
Dead in reference to them such words as Luke 
vi, 22, 28; xix, 16-19; xxii, 28, 29; II Pet. 1, 
5-11; II John viii, etc. The difference be­
tween those and the others is that these have 
truly accepted Jesus (not simply the truth 
about Him) and have firmly believed the 
truths concerning the kingdom and the glory 
to be revealed at His appearing. They are, 
therefore, weaned from present things, are 
not seeking to convert this world in this dis­
pensation, but, believing this parable, are not 
discouraged if their labor seems largely in 
vain; content to have it turn out as He said 
for the present, sure that in His time and way 
the kingdom will come
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not even to remind you that the stone they 
struck on is the one we passed five minutes 
ago."

“Wasn’t it horrible?" Kittie went on, in­
consistently ignoring her own words. “To 
think of his being killed when he was having 
such a good time."

"I don't know," Tom replied soberly. “It 
has always seemed to me that it is much bet­
ter to get out of life when one is happy than 
when one is sad."

"Yes; in one way, of course it is,” she as- 
rented; “but to leave pleasant things must 
be harder than to leave things that are not 
pleasant."

"We don't look at things so much from the 
standpoint of the person as from our own," 
was his answer. “Now you take it in Tim’s 
case. Everybody said how hard it was for 
him to be cut off just when he washappy and 
when he thought May would marry him; but 
that la not the way in which to look at it, it 
Deme to me.
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