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CHAPTER XXIV,

he :

said, looking hard at her vacant eyes.; rattle of carriage wheels broke the
“InAd

to|

“And it is now half-past ten,”
“Half-past ten,” she repeated.
half an hour you will force me
this! Can it be possible?
such villainy be consummated unde-

How can

tected, unrestrained?”

He smiled. .
“The very audaeity. as you call it—
1 call it courage—of the thing it its
safeguard, Come, Leonora, one time
you would have leaped with delight
at the thought of such a fate. Am I
grown so distasteful?”

She shuddered and walked to the
door.

“At eleven,’ he said, with emphasis,
as he held it open for her, “and while
you a're dressing I will tell the ser-
vants, .

He rang the bell.

“Your mistress dosires me to re-
quest your attendance, all of you, here
in this room, at eleven o'clock,” he
said to the man,

The man bowed and hurried down to
the servants' hall, whence there im-
mediately arose a buzz of expectation,
for by this time the rumor had reach-

.ed the hall and the visitor and his or-
der confirmed it,

For half an hour thé arch plotter
paced. the ‘room, the special licemse
in his hand, the darkening frown of a

‘ determined, evil purpose on his face,

As the clock struck eleven the ser-
wants filed into the room  and stood
gilent and embarrassed, looking at
each other and the tall, dark figure
standing on the hearthrug.

He looked at his watch, and as the

silence and caused the footman to hur-
ry out to the hall, said:

“You all know why you are here?
Your mistress is going to be married,
and wishes you all to witness the cere-
mony., That is the clergyman—and
who is this?” he asked, as the bent
form of Jack Druitt tramped slowly
into the room close behind the curate
of Cheriton.

“That is Jack Druite, the
keeper,” said the house-keeper.

Melchior nodded, and old ~Jack
tramped across the room and took up
nis position beside the Fremch win-
dow.

The curate, a young man, overcome
with bashfulness in the magnmcence‘
of the Hall, and the sudden honor that
had fallen upon him, shook hands with
Melchior, and wiped the nervous per-
spiration from his face ag the former
explained in glib sentences the sin-
gularly short notice he had given.

“Lady Melville is too unwell to un-
dergo a public ceremony and I have
matters of immense importance await-
ing my attention in the East.
compelled to start to-day, hence the
gshort notice, which I hope has not in-
convenienced yeu.”

“Oh, mno,” the young:
cleric, overwhelmed by the graciofis-
ness of this magnificent bridegrooin.
“Not at all—only too happy to do any-
thing—that is to—er—be of any ser-
vice to Lady Melville.”

lodge-

I am

stammered

{ pattent oues glittered as it they comld

“ville, Dear ms, how ill—er—you look!

; curate opened his book-ig:a fluster of

“Thank you, thank you,” said Mel-

here.” wnd while the weak eyes of the
curate scanned it, his own gray, im-

kill him.
 “Quite correct,” said the poor young
fellow. “Stand this side, Jady Mel-

Don’t you tkink, sir, her Mylﬁ!p had
better wait a tlle— 3

TI indesd! Til unto “death. ox'
would have sald judging’ by the, Hwid
lips, strained, nent im and pallid
face.

But pushing aside mw m 1 roporing

drew mnear at this Ql% m
replied, with suppressed passion: -

“You will kill- her ladyship, mdegd, :

sir, if you linger,” and the alarmed
consternation.

A dead silence fell as he commenn?
ed, but before a sentence was complet-
ed a sudden noise, like the flinging
open 'ot the lodge gates, made all start,
and the next moment the bursting
open of the room door brought the
cunte up: short

The woman, wound up to this pitch
of exeitement, screamed as the door
gave way with a crash, for, unseen by
all, Melchior had managed to lock-it,
and Melchior - "him#elf dropped Lady
Melville’s hand and turned quickly.

With the rapidity of =« flash of
lightning his alert mind took in the
situation, and quick ¢s an arrow from
the bow with a fearfu! oath he sprang
like a leopard to the French window.

The group fell'aside a8 it a thunder-
bolt was clearing. its way through
them ,but a figure that had been quiet-
ly watching at' the' hack stepped in
the way and clutching Melchior by the
throat literally ﬂun; him back into
the center of the room.

He fell with a dull thud, but in a
moment sprang to his feet again, when
a dozen handg seized his arms and
there he stood brought to bay at last.

CHAPTER XXVI,

As the door gave way three peysons
entered—S8ir Ralph, Lﬂhn md Claude
Ainsley.

The women folk lhﬂaked the men
uttered ejaculatlone, .Taek Druitt, who
had seized Melchior, loosened ° his
grasp to stare in amazement, and in
the intense surprise and shock of the
moment all fo:qog _thg unhappy woman
for whom but a mon'!exvlt‘uo ‘they had
all eyes and ears, and let her sink into
a’'chair and hide herself in the con-
fused group, disregarded. a

For a moment or 8o M:elchlor’n head
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“the alarm for an hour that
will allow youfnmewdten;
} breakfast and get- temwark

gambol for the tchins of your bones.
Yeu are :
graveled, and ‘You've lost your grip on

well have made ‘M  strongest am
Sactns’ ﬂﬂ‘in“J A

They seamed only to inspire Mim with
fresh audacity and scorn, and as with

cles he disengaged himself from the
hands of the servants he folded his
arms across his chesi and in a low,

; ccnbmpmi mocking voice, said to

“8ir Ralph, Who, with Lillian on bhis
»ont ‘Ftpod the foremost of the group:
“Bo Ir"Ralph Melville, you intend
Qﬁ gudet nuptials with your
ﬁm _ptesence, Ghost, or no ghost,
mﬂunr dead, you are welcome, ‘You,
prltt! young lady, 1 wish you
.Joy of your restored animatien and re-

eyes do not decoive me—uninvited
guests all, but no doubt welcecme, eh,
Lady Melville?”

All eyes followed his ﬂn;of as ho
-pointed it with suppressed, passionate
hate and derision at the shrinking fig-
ure and. vacant,- bm oyu of hiy
victim,

With an unmeaning cry, she seemed
about to fall from the chair; but
Claude Ainsley.pointed to the helpless
and alarmed curate to support her,
which he did, staring round with as-
tonished face at the whole group’.

All this had faken not a moment in
passing, and amid the confused huz-
zing that pow arose, of “Ig it really
Sir Ralph? What does it all m":an'."‘
Melcbor spoke egain;

“Coine,” he ti'd, nodding-at Olaude
Ainsley with g smile “of . ma‘icious
dar’ng. “The piot i3 thickening, - And
you, 1 suppoy: Mr. Ainsley, are the
spokesman al well as the tool of the
party? For I, doubt not there is to bo
an oratorical display. in. the accusa-
tion, and that this highly dramatic
scene has béen  properly ‘‘rehears-
el g o, A e

“Sijgnce!” said Claude Alnsley’s
stern .voice, . “Silence!, . Ontside that
door are two --detectives. One. such
other sentence and I hand you" over to
them Withot'a Word:” =

Melchior ;lanced at ‘the doar with a
scornful smife, 4 R

(To be contmued)
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2 sudden movement of the steely mus- |
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" stones, and you
cannot_ sing or‘
stone-hearted, you are
hope; but a million men have traveled
up the long and weary slope. Yea, a
million men have started up the high-

timid-hearted slumped beneath the
first distress. They invoked the name.,
of Peter and sat down,to sigh and
weep, while they watched the brave
ones teeter. up the long and craggy
steep. Note the great and rich .at-
torney who wears diimonds- In his
beard; long and bitter was his jour-
npy. threatening the way appeared.
And the tall and stately banker strug-.
gled to his high. estate, since priva-
tions, rafk' and Tanker; drove ‘him
from his parents gate, Net to-great-
ness did the poet lightly and qonuly
stroll, andl he has’the scars to show it,
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available, but it is interesting to note
that figures were set at 767,000 tons
or approximately 60,000 tons morg
than all the lead produced in 1924 by
smelters and refineries in this count

ores. Tha story iy tHe same Trom all
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States—Missouri, Odaho and: Utah, in
the order named—produce 73 per cent.
of all domestic output, Missouri’s
total being 32.4 per cent., Idaho’s 21
per cent. and Utah’s 20 per cent.

..“In Arizona, the copper Queen has
been a steady producer of . lead for
many years, its Southwest Divisidn
haying held a record of 1,000,000 Ib.
a month ovér a considerable. period of
time. The Shattuck production of lead
ores now far exceeds its copper, and
the ﬂotatlon imill at Lowell is ‘work-

t; ing very satisfactorily. The Hilltop
n - mine in the Paradise section; is mk- that thp world' hcos an’

the El Paso and Southwe,stern
road; afid the Contention Mill, n
Fairbanks, ' operating  on the ol
Grand Central tailings dumpy is
ting through approximately 150 tg
a day,

“Inaginuch as the consumption o
lead in batteries alone reached 170,00
tons last year—twice as much as the
entire ﬂroductlon of the United Sta
in 1880—afid as the consumption jn
several other lines has increased with
the same rapidity, it ‘would ' appear
immin
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