‘Winsor from several settlements in

‘tries passed than those of Mr. P. F,

. This was authorized by the Coalition

- ter, anticipating the question,

A3
House of Assembly.
The House met yesterday at 3 p.m.
Petitions were presented by Mr.

Bonavista Bay on the subject of con-
necting roads; Dr. Jones from Chapel
Cove, ‘Hr. Main, relatifig to _public
whart; Mr. Foote from Marystown,
Burin, on subject of a road; Mr.
Walsh, from Sound Island, P.B., on
subject of public whartf.

In reply to a question of Mr. Vini-
combe relating to the Superintendent
of Public Works, Mr. Jennings tabled
the following reply:

“Mr. Wm. Churchill is superintend-
tng the work of the Lunatic Asylum
and all other work coming under his
department except the Sanatorium
which is at present under the super-
vision of Mr. John Davey, chiefly ow-
ing to the increased duties of the Su-
perintendent.”

In reply to a question of Sir Michael
Cashin, the Minister of Finance and
Customs tabled the following infor-
mation as to Free Entries:

1915-168 .. .. .. oo .. +.$2,487,208

1916-17 v. oo oo oo oo +o 3,770,150

1917-18 .. ce oo oo oo .. 3,786,124

1918-19 .. .. 5371520 |
Zvidently there were more free en-:

Moore, who only had  thirty-one in
ten years, and these were for public
institutions.

In reply to another question of Sir
Michael Cashin, the Prime Minister
stated that the branch line of railway
from the Catalina railway station to
Port Union cost this colony the sum
of $90,848.87, exclusive of the cost of
land taken. We understand the or-
iginal estimate of cost was $30,000.00.

Government of 1917, of which the
present Prime Minister and Mr Coak-
er were members.

On the third reading of bill, “An
Act respecting the Department of
Posts and. Telegraphs” being taken
up, Mr. Fox asked that the same be
deferred until to-day on account of a}
matter that had arisen since, which he
proposed to deal with. He had stated
in some former remarks that Dr. Rob-
inson’s retirement was a distinct loss
to the country, and he thought so
still. When the Prime Minister re-
plied to the remarks on Friday night
he had endeavored to show that Dr.
Robinson had refused to work with
his administration. He then on yes-
terday asked for all the correspond-
ence in connection with that gentle-
man’s retirement. The Prime Minis-
had
same prepared beforehand, and tabled
it at ‘once. Thinking that everything
was OK. he had let the bill go
through committee without raising
any objection, but since yesterday
having had occasion to look through
the correspondence and compare it
with origina! documents, it had been
discovered that a serious interpola-
tion had been inserted in the first
paragraph 'which changed the whole
sense of Dr. Robinson’s letter of Nov.
20th from beginning to end. This in-
sertion made it appear that Dr. Rob-
inson refused to discuss matters re-
lating to the Postal Department with
the Colonial Secretary, whereas the
only thing under discussion at that
time was the matter of sending the
information that another' m boon
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ment being contemplated, and  Dr.
Robinson very properly refused to
discuss the situation which this gave
rise to until the message had been
withdrawn, He hoped that the inser-
tion was accidental. In any case he
demanded from the Prime Minister an
explanation and rigid investigation
with -a- view to ascertaining®>who was
responsible for this conduct. If it
were deliberate, then no words of his
were strong enough to picture the de-
pravity to which the culprit had fall-
en. He insisted that when informa-
tion was tabled for him that it must
be accurate. He was satisfied to co-
operate with the Government in put-
ting accurate legislation on the Stat-
ute Book, but when inaccurate things
were being attempted, no co-operation
from him would be forthcoming. The
inaccuracy, if such it could be called,
under discussion now must be ex-
plained in detail, and he demanded
that the Prime Minister bring to the
table of this House the original letter
sent by Dr. Robinson to the Deputy
Colonial Secretary, dated Nov. 20,
1919. He gave notice that he would
not stand for nor submit for decep-
fion to be practised upon him. When
information was asked for by him it
must be given correctly or not at all.
Without further discussing the matter
until the explanations asked for had
been given, he asked that the third
reading be deferred.

.'The Prime Minister in explanation
said if there happened to be any
discrepancy in the copying of the let-
ter, and it could be proven against
any official of the Department of the
Colonial Secretary, whether it was
the Deputy or typists, suspension of
that. official would take place before
noon to-morrow.

Mr. Fox stated that he asked for no
such ‘drastic action to be taken. He
asked the Colonial Secretary to give
the matter his personal attention and
to remember in doing so that this was
not a case of discrepancy, but an ad-
dition to Dr. Robinson’s official letter
Which: eddition altered the  whole
meaning of the letter and made the
last paragraph meaningless. The in-
terpolation Inserted in the third line
of said letter was not a word or two
but a whole line almost. That being
80, it merited the direct personal at-
tention of the Prime Minister. It is
significant that the insertion in ques-
tion backs up the statement made by
the Prime Minister in the House on
Friday night that Dr. Robinson refus-
ed to discuss with him administration
matters relating to his Department,
whereas the letter distinctly states,
with this insertion left out, that Dr.
Robinson refuses to discuss the mat-
ter of sending to every post office offi-
cial in the country the news that
another gentleman was appointed P.

M.G. without ‘that knowledge -being \
conveyed to Dr. Robinson before be- '
ding sent.to the country in the public |

news, was withdrawn. The = discus-

sfon of postal matters was not under’

consideration. He thought it was not
couuunt to proceed with the third
reading, which was then deferred.

Thé Bill to amend the Shipbuilding
Act was, then considered in Commit-
tee, Mr, Scammell in the chair,

Mr, Coaker explained the bill brief-
1y, which for general information we
give our readers:

1. The Act 8 and 9 Geo. V., Cap.
21, entitled “An Act to amend the

an | Shipbuilding Act, 1916,” is hereby re-

nu.lod.
-8 «No bounty, umviddhno-

or | tion three of Chapter 176 of the Con-
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duty has been paid upon any
of the materials used in the
construction of the said ves-
sel, the owner of the said
vessel shall be entitled to
be repaid the amount of
such duty upon proof to the
satisfaction of the proper
Customs authorities that
such duty has been paid;
provided always that the
Surveyor or his deputy shall
certify that the said vessel
has been built in accord-
ance with Schedule A or B
of the said Chapter 176 of
the Consolidated Statutes
(Third Series.)

Where any vessel of a
greater tonnage than omne
hundred and twenty toms,
the keel of which was laid
after  October 19th, 1917,
and before the passing of
this Act, has been built in
this Colony, and duty has
been paid upon the materi-
als used in the comstruction
of the said vessel, the own-
er of such vessel shall be
entitled to be repaid the
amount of such duty upon
proof to the satisfaction of
the proper Customs au-
thorities that such duty has
been paid; provided always
that the Surveyor or his
deputy shall certify that the
said 'vesse] has been built
in accordance with Schedule
A or B of the said Chapter.

No objection was taken to the 2nd
and 3rd sections until sub-section 2
of section three was reached when a
lengthy discussiom followed and was
not finished when the House adjourn-
ed at 6.30. The greatest objection
was taken to retroactive legislation
on ptiuciple and the paying back duty
to the tune of $15,000.00 to people
who.in no way were in need of it, but
had made thousands on the vessels
that had been built by them on ac-
count of war conditions, some of
whom as one member stated, could
buy members of the House ten times
over.

Mr. MacDonnell thought the prin-
ciple of retroactive legislation, es-
pecially as it applied to financial mat-
ters, dangerous in the extreme and a
step in the wrong direction. As far as
the bill provided for future bounties
for encouragement he was in entire
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accord, but would not support the last
clause of the bill now before the com-
mittee. He took advantage of the oc-
casion to advocate a bonus or bounty
for clearing agricultural 1lands the
same as that in force some years ago,
only on a larger and more remunera-
tive scale. He thought this a good way
to solve the H.C.L. problem as the
more production the lower will be the
cost of living. An eloquent plea was
made by the speaker on behalf of the
farmers of his district for considera-
tion in this respect.

Mr. Walsh agreed with the general
principles of the bill, but drew the line
on the retroactive clause, which he
could not support. He advocated that
in addition to the bounty on large ves-
sels a bounty on Western boats or
smaller vessels. The fisherman and
planter should be encouraged in this
regard. He also was in favour of the
inspection of vessels before sailing as
some went across the ocean that were
not fit to go through the Narrows.

Mr. Coaker stated that a bill was
now being ratified that would coin-
cide with Mr, Walsh’s ideas as regards
the loading line and inspection before
sailing. In dealing with the rebative
duty he thought it better to put it in
the bill rather than have the people
look for an Order-in-Council 'to have
the refund made. If members were ad-
verse to it, he would not push for it

Sir Michael Cashin stated that in
1917 the bounties and rebate on duties
had been discontinued because a man
building & vessel was paid for that
vessel in the first freight she made
across. Some of the vessels built dur-
ing the war had paid for themselves
the first trip, others had done it in
two trips. The Government of that.
day thought that under such condi-
tions there was no need for bounty
or duty to be refunded. Now, after
three years, we are asked to refund
the duty to the people who built. ves-
sels in 1917, 1819 and 1919. Under
these conditions he could not support
the bill. He was in favour of it from
this time forward, but to give $15,000
of the revenue of the country to men
who had made such a good thing on
vessels during the war and since, he
was not in favour of, and no words
of his were strong enough to condemn
such action.

Mr. Foote advocated ' the clause
strongly, pointing out that those “who
built vessels since 1917 were just as
much entitled to rebate duty as those
who built previous to that date. He
thought ‘to take any other action
would be practising discrimination.

Sir Michael Cashin asked the Minis-
ter to bring down the names of those!
who were =0 anxious to get the duty
back.- While the $15,000 did not ap-
pear much to some, still it was half
thé amount St. John's would put into
workingmen’s homes and that was
looked upon as a great deal in the
eyes of the Government. The peovle
who were demanding it were not poor
men by any means, and were as & mat-
ter of fact capitalists. Why make the
precedent? :

Sir John Crosbie was glad to see
Mr. Foote stepping up in support of
his friends from Grand Bank getting
the rebate' duty. He entirely agreed
with Bir Michael Cashin. One freight
paid for these vessels built since 1917,
If a veBsel cost $80,000.00 and for its
freight across the owner received $80,-

000.00, he did not ‘think there was
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such a personal retort and said if Mr.
Foote could not behave himself ke
had better not say anything at all. He
asked Mr. Foote to take it back. A
battle of wits ensued, in which Mr.
Foote came off second best, and in
speaking again altered his words so
that Mr. Fox accepted them as not
objectionable.

Mr. Fox was 2agai.. speaking when
he was told by Mr. Foote to “cut it
out,” when Mr. Fox retorted “I object
to your remarks. You get up and dis-
cuss this bill in an intelligent way, or
do not discuss it at all.”

Mr. Higgins thought that the course
that should actuate every member was
that a protest should be made against
retroactive legislation. If the men
whom this bill seeks to benefit had
suffered, there would be some reasoa,
but these men were so well off that
they could buy the members of the
House ten times over. He objected to
passing legislation of this sort. It was

uncalled for and a case of “feeding
the fat sow.” There is absolutely no
need for this clause in the bill. He
thought it was a case of mistaken
kindness and would not support it.

Mr. Sullivan also opposed the clause
in strong terms. If you put in practice
this principle we cannot tell what
next will take place. Legislation might
next be introduced cancelling Wood-
ford’s resignation and the whole elec-
tion petition proceedings, making the
verdict of the Judges whatever it may
be, null and void. If you want to give
a present to some people of $15,000.00,
give it to the masses, and not the
classes, as was proposed by the bill
He strongly advocated a bounty for
western boats. He hoped that Mr.
¥oote would show just as much inter-
est in the H. C. L. bill when it came
down as he had shown in getting the
duty returned to the class he was
fighting for this afternoon.

It was then 6.30, and Mr. Higgins

asked that further discussion be ad.
journed until to-day. The Commitiee
rose ,without having passed the billL

Mr. Moore moved the adjournment
of the House to enquire from the Act.
ing Minister of Shipping about the coal
situation. He had travelled St. John's
to-day and could not buy a quarter of
a ton. Mr. Bennett also stated that he
could neither getcoal for his home
could neither get coal for his home
ferred him to T. A. Bown, and Mr,
Bown had absolutely refused. The sit.
uation is very serious. Mr. Cave said
two sealing steamers were now load.
ing at Sydney and two others were ;n
their way there for loads, and he hop-
ed to have the situation relieved by
the end of the week.

The House then adjourned until to
day at 3 p.m.
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