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GERMAN LOSSES DOUBLE FRENCH
Germans Steal 

Coats from Dead
Leave Their Denches at Risk of Their 

Lives to Strip Dead Russians of Their 
Clothes— 7he Russian Campaign in 
The Carpathians Proceeding Satisfac
torily—2,500 Austrians Taken Prison
ers Along With Machine Guns.

Petrograd, March 28.—The following Russian official statement 
concerning the progress of the war was issued here last night :

“On March 25th the Germans between the Skwa and Pissa rivers 
(Northern Russian Poland) attacked repeatedly, twice capturing 
some of our trenches near the villages of Serafin and Tartak, but we 
drove them back on each occasiSWflfcir former positions. The 
Germans lost heavily.

“The Germans in certain sectors north of Earff have been steal
ing our overcoats, which are much superior to theirs as protection 
against bad weather. Their soldiers constantly are leaving their 
trenches in order to strip the overcoats from our dead, but our effect
ive fire makes them pay deariy for their thefts. ^

“West of Middle Niemen, on the right bank of the Narew, and 
11 the left bank of the Vistula, there has been no essential change in 
the situation.

Russians Take 2,500 Austrian Prisoners, as Well 
As Driving the Enemy Back with Loss of Guns

“In the Carpathian, we have made con.iderable progress in the 
direction of Bartfield. The Austrians, in falling back, set fire to the 
village of Zboro.

“In the direction of Baltigrod we have carried a fortified height 
east of RavoljeU. Near Russkedydinva and Koziowka, we success
fully repelled important forces of the enemy. During the course of 
the day we made prisoners of about 2,500 Austrian soldiers, besides 
forty officers, and we captured seven machine guns.

“In eastern Galicia we drove back a battalion which crossed the 
Dniester, near Jo java, inflicting very heavy losses.”

The Turks Fail in Their Attempt at Black Sea 
Ports and Have Been Compelled to Retire Again
Petrograd, March 28.—The Chief of Staff of the Russian Army 

headquarters in the Caucasus today gave out the following statement
“On March 26 the Turks attempted an offensive movement in 

the Black Sea coast region, but they were thrown back to the left bank 
of the Arkhave. In Chorokh Pass our units continue to drive the 
Turks towards Artvin.

“In the direction of the Sangalu mountains and in the valley of 
Alaskqrt there have been minor engagements. In other directions 
there has been no modification in the situation.”

Much Vaunted Big Howitzers 
Prove Fiasco at Ossowetz

Leading Figures in Grecian Situation

KING
CONSTANT

Member of the Princess Patricias Regiment 
Writes of Some of the Heartrending Scenes 

Witnessed by the Canadian Boos at Front

The Trench Comparitively a Safe Sheltei From the Torrent of Shells That 
Continually Explode in the Open, but One Feels That He Is Huaated In 
A Trap From Which There is No Escape—I he Ruin That is Seen on 
All Siaes Throughout the Country.

11,000 Germans 
Dead in Trenches

The German Losses During Fast Three 
Weeks’Fighting in Lhampagn Region 
Placed at 50,000— The Enemy’s Loss 
Est.mated io Le at Least Twice as 
Great as That of the trench Tioops-- 
Steady Gains Maae by French>

Germany's 42-Centimetre Weapons Fail to Impress Fortress 
and Are Sent Home—On the Niemen Front the Russians 

Steadily. Push Germans Backward.

Petrograd, March 26.—The bombard
ment of Ossowetz fortress proved an
other fiasco. There were two 42 centi
metre howitzers before the fortress, 
and both have been taken home again, 
one having suffered severely from the 
Russian fire.

Apparently these weapons are use 
ful only when fired from platforms pre
pared long before hand, and therefore 
thoroughly consolidated, or else the 
guns themselves have been damaged 
by prolonged use. Certainly, during 
the weeks they have been firing at Os
sowetz they have not made a single 
hit upon the fortress defences. Eleven 
and 12-inch bombs struck the case
ments often enough, but the Russians 
used concrete lavishly and the injur
ies are only superficial.

The Germans for a long period bom
barded at extreme range, which may 
have had something to do with the 
comparative innocuousness of their 
fire. Not a single casement was pierc
ed through by these heavy weapons.

The other big gun batteries also 
have gone homewards for the most 
_part, only four now remaining before 
Ossowetz. The removal began on the 
16tli. The Russian fire from the fort
ress proved superior to the Carmans. 
Aftej; the discovery that the extreme 
range fire was doing no harm, the Ger
mans attempted to move up their 
heavy batteries to within two for three 
miles of Osowetz. It was then that 
the fortress guns got in their best 
work on the German siege batteries, 
whose losses, both In men and mater
ial, were so heavy as to leave no al
ternative but withdrawal.

So far from laying the fortress in 
ruins, the Germans not merely failed 
seriously to injure it, but were unable 
to drive from their positions in the 
outworks the Russian infantry, who 
had pushed forward about a mile and 
a Naif beyond the fortress defences in 

0$i temporary fortifications.
Germans Backing to Frontier.

On the Niemen front the Russians 
continue steadily to force the Germans 
backward toward their now not dis 
tant frontier in. the neighborhood of 
Mariamotol, At a point about one 
march front the frontier, the Germans 
attacked, but were repulsed with great 
lbsses. The attack was obviously a 

'e ( rear-guard affair, Intended mainly to 
leaver the departure of a German sup- 

4/ ply train, which was attempting to get 
s away along the only available road 

with the Russians south-westward 
from Mariamtol, through Cavaria, 
Shiplinohki and Suwalki to Augustowo

where the German frontier is only 
half a dozen miles away.

When the German attack had been 
dealt, the Russian cavalry, taking ad
vantage of a blizzard then raging, 
caught up with the German supply 
trains and attacked them in darkness 
cutting to pieces their convey and tak
ing the remainder prisoners. The num
ber of carts laden with provisions 
which the Russian light horse here 
captured was very large and the dif 
Acuity of the retreating Germans will 
be proportionately enhanced by their

Memel is reported unofficially razed 
to the ground, including, of course, 
all the defensive works. Presumably 
the Germans are moving a part ol.their 
fleet toward Memel, which is, of 
course, quite untenable against sea 
attack. It is unlikely the Germans 
have been able to detach land forces 
in this direction, having in view the 
position of the Russian column on the 
railway within a few miles of Tilsit. 
Nor would the Russians have vacated 
a captured town without a fight against 
troops if any had been brought up.

(The Civilian, Ottawa.)
The following letter written from 

the firing line by a civil servant with 
the Princess Patricias to a friend in 
Toronto presents the human or in
human features of war: —
Queen's Canadian Military Hospital, 

Beachborough Park, Shorncliffe,
Kent, Eng., Feb. 17th, 1915. 

Mr Dear Jim,— N
It is quite a while since I have had 

the opportunity to write, so I will at
tempt to give you some idea of where 
I have been and what I have seen 
since last you heard from me. We 
left Wlnehester on Sunday morning, 
the 20th of December last, marching 
straight to the Southampton Dock, 
where we boarded a cattle boat by 
name the Cardingshire. Leaving at 
6 p. m. we arrived at Havre in the 
early hours of the following morning, 
though we did not disembark until 
late In the same evening. We then 
marched to our camp on a hill just 
outside of that city. The following 
evening we marched to the station 
and entrained in small cars, 20 x 6, and 
in view of the fact that 46 were in 
our ear, you may well imagine there 
was little room to spare. The journey 
in this car took us over 24 hours. We 
passed through Rouen, Calais until we 
reached our destination—Argus—from 
whence we moved on to our billet 
some six miles away. Our first two 
days were fairly quiet except for the 
continual boom of the guns in the dis
tance. Our first occupation was that 
of digging trenches, which we pur
sued for nine days. We dug 26 miles 
of trench in all. On January 5th we 
left for the front. During our march 
we passed the graves of 350 men of 
the Warwicks and a vast number of 
the brave fellows from the Cold
stream Guards. The Germans had ma
chine guns in the towers of the vari
ous churches and wrought great 
havoc amongst the ranks of the War 
wicks. Arriving at Dickebusch, in 
Belgium, we lay hidden behind 
hedges until dark, when we immedi
ately took our places in the trenches. 
My trench was not more than 75 
yards from those of the enemy, but 
tliose of the third and fourth com
panies were but a distance of 20 yards 
or so. I was standing on an object, 
which I at first thought was a sack

of some sort, but later discovered to 
my horror that it was the corpse of 
some poor Freuchman. Next morn
ing I could see dead men as far as 
the eye could reach. Some of them 
I found had been lying there since 
the 14th of December.

Christening Under Fire.
Next day we received our christen

ing of shrapnel and howitzer shells. 
Fortunately no one was killed, though 
several were badly injured by flying 
splinters and by sods torn up by the 
explosions. Shrapnel shells come 
along with a fast whizzing sound, but 
the howitzers approach with a slow 
singing sound. The latter do fright
ful damage when they strike. Three 
dropped into our trench, but fortun
ately for us all failed to eiplode, or 
I would not be writing this now. 
Everything is done at night. One en
ters the trench, leaves it and draws 
one’s rations, all under the cover of 
darkness. This is a wise precaution 
in view of the wonderful powers and 
accuracy of the enemy snipers. Some 
of the roads are so badly cut up with 
shell fire that the transport wagons 
cannot get within two and a half miles 
of the trenches. Small parties going 
for rations usually have the most cas
ualties. Fry from Toronto was the 
first one killed of the P. P. C. L. I, 
He, poor chap, was shot through the 
back. Captain Newton next met 
similar fate from a German explosive 
bullet.- Both these-casualties were the 
result of snipers. After 54 hours,in 
the firing trench we were relieved^by 
the K. R. R’s, who lost very htptvily 
in relieving us. One poor fellow, after 
exclaiming, ‘ I am hit,” dropped dead 
at my feet. Marching back about one 
and one-half miles we entered the 
dugouts. They are not the most com 
fortabie. there being only room In 
which to lie down in them. I heliev 
the firing trench to be the safest plaee 
if one is to be in the range of action. 
The shells that were coming around 
our dugout were terrible, arm the 
frightful part of it is that one is hud 
died in them like a rat in a trap. 
There is no means of escape. Jim, it 
would make your heart bleed to : 
the fearful devastation of beautiful 
Belgium. Heaps of dust, bricks and 
stone are all that is left of what were 
once magnificent churches, residences,

colleges, etc. The sight of it all is 
heartrending. After three days and 
nights in the dugouts I was taken to 
the hospital at Boeschefe, after which 
I was transferred to Boulogne, suffer
ing from a combination of enteric, 
pneumonia, bronchitis and frozen feet. 
I spent three weeks in the hospital 
there when they sent me to the hos
pital given as my address above. 1 
am getting on fairly well .though 1 
still feel extremely weak and am still 
unable to place my feet to the floor. 
In order to be moved from one place 
to aaiother I am carried around like a 
baby. I shall be glad, however, to be 
able to get back with the boys again, 
which I hope will be my fortune ao 
soon as I am fully recovered.

We have, I hear, lost heavily of late 
and I fear -our ranks are getting -very 
thin. The doctors tell me it will be 
fully three weeks before I shall be 
able to place my feet on the ground, 
but the time will soon pass. I do not 
quite understand how our feet freeze 
so easily as the trenches are nearly 
always filled with water up to the 
knees. I am afraid we shall hear of 
a lot of casualties even after this war 
is over. There are so many live 
shells in the ground that the danger 
of them being struck by the plow
share when the husbandman returns 
to his duties seems to be certain and 
will undoubtedly entail à large loss 
of life.-.I am afraid some of the glow
ing charges credited to u« in the 
newspapers are a trifle exaggerated. 
A man with a heavy overcoat and 100 
pounds stropped to . his back is pos
sibly not quite so fleet of foot as the 
papers would give us credit for. How
ever, whilst taking some of the re
ports with a pinch of salt, you may 
rest assured we are upholding the 
glory of the Dominion of the very 
best of our ability and with every 
drop of blood. One night in particu
lar we^have to thank a merciful Pro 
vidence for. It had been very wet ana 
the trenches were abnormally muddy 
—so much so that our rifles became 
choked, the bolts were blocked and 
we could not get the cartridges out 
of the magazines. Had the Germans 
come on us then, I shudder to think of 
the unavoidable slaughter. However 
as they did not, the issue is not im
portant.

T «
AUGUST VON MACKBNSKN.

leader of the division of death.

ITALY CALLS OUT 
HLPI

Artillery and Engineer Reserve 
Officers Also Called to the 

Colors on April 16,

Rome, March 28.—All the Alpine 
troops of the first category born in 
1883 have been called to the colort 
by the Italian .War Department for 4P

“‘The Alpine troops are frontier 
forces organized especially to defend 
the mountain passes leading into 
Italy. This force consists of eight re
giments of Alpine infantry and two 
regimfents of mountain artillery bat-

The official military journal calls 
under the colors all artillery and en
gineer reserve officers for sixty days 
from April 16.

The Prinz Eitel Friedrich seems t« 
be confronted with the choice of being 
interned or interred.

NE of the first command
ers to win the entliu 
siaatlc and unqualified 

commendation of the Kaiser 
In this war was Gen
eral August von 
Mackensen, chlet of 
the Ninth German 
Army and second In 
authority to Field 

MarshaJ von Hindenburg In the operations 
against the Russians in East Prussia and

After a battle of terrific savagery near 
Lowicz, late in November, the Germans 
succeeded in gaining possession of the 
Tsar s fortifications, thus making possible 
a further advance into Russian Poland.

For this success the Kaiser conferred 
upon General von Mackensen the Order of 
Merit and sent him a telegram of con
gratulation in which he characterized the 
conduct of the commander and of the 
troops of the Ninth Army as "heroic." 
No praise quite so warm has been given 
by the Kaiser to any other officer in his 
great hosts of troops.

ithem in a brilliant dash for that great she most furious character, the German» 
fortified city on Danzig Bay, an arm "àf.striving by their customary tactics of 
the Baltic Sea. ^massed infantry attacks, supported by

General von Mackensen chose to make7*;™1 =ut - pfhwa,T
I through the Russian lines. The struggle 

a nankins attack and he decided that the j culml„ated „„ F,6nlary e o( the
Mazurian Lake region was the most prom - ; most spectacular and most sanguinary 
ising spot for his onslaught. j battles of history In a supreme assault of

The conflict was sharp and furious and the Germans against the Russian battle 
at Its disc the Russians s ere In retreat. (™,'t~near the fa,m °r Borjlmoar.

.. , ... .... . . ,, I Lhc Germans lost the battle and theyThe result of this battle was to halt the , , „ , , . ,! • I lost tens of thousands of their brave sol-
Russian Invasion for the moment |diers; but the Russians, their foes, paid
-S-——--------------------------------------------------------- * j warm tribute to the manner In which they

INTO RUSSIAN POLAND. Jj fought. The Germans were sent forward 
I"* - ^.against the Russian lines in close ranks,
I Following this victory. General von line after line. It was known that the

first ranks must fall, and the soldiers who

OPPOSED TO RENNENKAMPF.

Following this victory, General 
Mackensen was sent with his army to the 
;centre of the field of operations for a 
j march Into Russian Poland. Here he met 
the Russians at Lowicz and defeated them. 
This battle was really for the possession 

; of the city of Lodz, of 600,000 inhabitants, 
and second only to Warsaw as a commer
cial centre in Russian Poland.

Following the conflict at Lowicz the Ger- 
, mans moved rapidly on Lodz, which the 
; Russians evacuated without defence rather 
than have the rich city devastated by a 
bombardment. General von Mackensen 
entered Lodz at the head of his troops on 
December 6.

With the fall of Lodz all the German 
operations were centred again on Warsaw,

made up that first line named themselves 
the "Division of Death" before they raced 
forward in their magnificent charge.

AND THEY ALL DIED.

Clia!ons-Sur-MarneV France, March 28.—Eleven thousand Ger
man dead have been taken from the trenches won by the French 
during twenty days of~ fighting in fhe Champagne country. The 
German losses in killed, in prisoners, and in wounded, are estimated 
by the French military authorities at 50,000.

The German wastage, they say, has been two to one, compared 
with the French losses, "because the Germans would try to regain lost 
ground by counter-attacks, repeated again and again, with obstinate 
courage. -

For nearly a month now the French, their officers declare, by the 
superiority of their artillery of both large and small calibre, and by a 
certain irresistible spirit, have day by day gained ground, sometimes 
a few hundred yards of trenches ; on other days a mile of frontage*- 
and from three to five hundred yards deep.

The Germans are bringing up new contingents steadily. They 
have had in action on this part of the fighting lines during March, five 
army corps, or about 200,000 men. Yet on the evening of every 
day, the French officers assert, the French have held somewhat more 
of the field than they did the evening before.

Russia's Plan of Campaign
A Most Deliberate One

Roumania-and Italy Must Join Victors—No Other Course Pos
sible, Declares Military Expert of New York 

Times in Review of War, '

New York, March 26.—The Times’ 
review of th|e war situation today says :

Russia’s next move—will it be Cra
cow or the plains of Hungary? Can she 
decide for herself, or will the decision 
be thrust upon her by the progress of 
events or by present military neces
sity?

Apparently the decision has been 
made. The temptation to push on to 
Cracow and, if successful there, to 
Breslau by way of Silesia and the val
ley of the Oder, seems to have been 
temporarily put aside and the efforts 
of the southern army concentrated 
to’ward the Carpathian passes.

Berlin reports that a battle of 
great proportions and of great inten
sity is in full swing in the Carpathians. 
Przemysl is an ideal point of support 
to troops operating in any or all of 
the three principal passes, and, - as 
road and rail communications from 
Przemysl are excellent the Russian 
line can be readily reinforced as neces
sity arises.

German and Austrian leaders are 
now confronted with the necessity of 
preventing the passage of the Russian 
army in Hungary. In view of the ex
cellent lines In the Russian rear, the 
task is one of gigantic proportions, 
ff they fail, the political considera
tions which undoubtedly played their 
part an influencing Russia's choice of 
ibjective will crystalize as Russian an
ticipated.

In the first place Germany will be 
utterly unable to send to the Austro- 
German forces south of the Carpath
ians any assistance either from the 
west or from the northern section of 
he east. The operations in Poland 
ire of such magnitude that von Hen-

dènberg's every corps will be needed 
to hold the Poland line.

The Russian army, inspired by the 
fall of Przemysl, will make any weak
ening of this part of the line an im
mediate opportunity to break through 
Into German territory.

The activity of the- Allies in the 
West, their armies reinforced by Kit
chener's additional .million of men, will 
permit of no German withdrawals. This 
leaves Russia a free hand to fight her 
Carpathian battle against only the 
forces that now oppose her, and at the 
same time with ready means of rein
forcing- her own troops.

Roumania and Italy have both un
doubtedly been ever present in the 
minds- of thé Russian leaders at their 
council table. Both of these countries 
must side with the victors. To do 
otherwise would * mean national and 
political suicide. And neither Austrian 
nor German promise of a price ' for 
neutrality can affect the decision of 
either. They must be actively with 
the winners.

Roumania will be the first affected. 
If Russia is succesful in crossing the 
Carpathians in force, the wide, open 
plain of Hungary spreads out before 
her with nothing but an occasional 
swamp to stop her advance. Roumania 
is ready ; her forces are mobilized, 
waiting for action.

It is almost a certainty that just as 
soon as Russia starts a winning stride, 
Roumania will join the Allies. When 
this happens, the Russian logical ad
vance will be along the valley of the 
Tisza river to Budapest while the 
Roumanians will advance north 
through the passes of the Transyl
vania Alps.
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The Baby Killers
At Barbaric Work 2

Schooner Wilfrid M. Sunk Off 
Brazil Coast by the Kron 

Prinz Wilhelm.

Paris, Maarh 27.—A German 
aviator bombarded the town of 
Whiller, northwest of Thann, in 
Alsace, se/erely. The War 
Ofiice announced this after
noon one of the bombs burst in 
the street, killing three chll-

They died as they had expected to die, 
but the second rank pressed onward, and 
the third and the fourth, and aftepj^that 
still more. As the Russians described It 
"The Germans came toward us, line after 
line, like the waves of the sea against the 
shore." Day and night the battle raged, 
the Kaiser’s infantry still hammering at

__________ _______ ___ _______ _ m i ^ ^ the Russians, while the air shrieked with
I Horn which city they had been driven” in!the hurtling of countless shells from the. 
rapid retreat earlier io the campaign. | big field guns behind the German for- 
General von Mackensen, who by this time! tific&tions In the rear, 
had come to be regarded as the ablest of When this struggle ended General von 
German field commanders on the eastern :

Soon after the opening of the war Gen
eral von Mackensen was sent into East 
Prussia to contest the rapid advance of a
Russian force under General Rennen-, w _____________ ___ __________ ____________
kampf, one of the Tsar’s most able war-‘fron*’ was P'aced ,n command of the Ger- jOnly' the cquaVlieroTsm of Russian troops
rlOrS I mon fni«/.OQ niM/'h V, a A tKal* U». -1.__. tkin Krllliant fifrutARV rtf till* TsHT»

T*!e Russians then were far on the road 
to Koenlgsberg, having swept ail before

Mackensen had met his first real defeat 
of the war, but he was not disgraced.

man forces which had their headquarters and the brilliant strategy of the Tsar's 
near Sochaczew. a point of strategic 1m- commander together with the fact that 

,, “ | they were fighting on the defensive, pre-
portance directly on the road to Warsaw, j vented the German commander from win*- 

Here for six weeks the fighting was of nlug as he bad hoped to win.

New York, March 26.—On board, the 
British steamer St. Ronald, in yester
day from Buenos Ayres, were Gapt. 
Cyrus W. Parks, Mate Sedlev Young 
and - Seaman Patrick Lanigan and 
Kenneth Iversen, four of the seven 
men of the three-masted British 
schooner Wilfrid M., sunk Jan. 14 by 
die German auxiliary cruiser Kron- 
prinz Wilhelm off the Brazilian coast

Their vèssël, loaded with 4,001» 
drums of dried codfish, was bound 
.rom St. Johns. N. F., for Bahia, Bra
il. The schooner's crew sighted the 

Jerman a long distance away. The 
-new was taken off and the Kron prinz 
Wilhelm then beliberately rammed 
ihelr vessel.

Acocrding to the story told by t^fo 
four th; re was practically a mutiny 
among the crew of the German crius- 
cr, and before the trouble was quelled 
five of the sailors were shot. The 
trouble Occurred one nig.it about a 
week after the schooner was,sunk.

With the crews bf other vessels de- 
stro' ed the men from the Wilfred M.

rr locked below. They heard a 
scuffle on deck that night, followed by 
loud shouting and five revolver shots. 
The following riiorning the men Kern
ed that there had been a disturb n.< 
and that five of the crew had been 
shot.

Boon after the Wilfred M. was de
stroyed the British steamer Highland

; ® ® ® ® ® ® ®® ® ® ® ® ® 3

Brae. London to Buenos Ayres, war 
captured, her c?e\^ taken off and the 
Seacocks opened. She sank In a few

The next victims of the Germans 
were the British steamers Hemis
phere, Hull, Eng., to Rosario; the 
F or ta and the Norwegian bark Saman
tha, the latter from Linnton, Or., to a 
port hi the United Kingdom.

The passengers and crew of these 
vessels were taken on board the Kdon- 
prinz Wilhelm, which then steamed to 
a point off Pernambuco, where she 
waited for the German steamer Hoi- 
gei, which slipped out of that .port 
and came alongside. The crews of the 
sunken vessels were transferred tc 
the Holger, which landed them al 
Buenos Ayres.

The three other men of the Wilfred 
M. w.re sent to New York.

The Wilfrid M. was built at Luneit 
burg in 1909 and hailed from Bar 
bados. She was 116.9 feet long, 30 feel 
beam, 9.8 feet depth of hold, with a 
net tonnage of 19 and a gross ton
nage of 252. She was owned by Wm 
Duff of Luuenbu.rg and is said to ha va 
been partially insured.

Alcohol is not required in the in 
terests of health, and is not an articV 
of dial -Privf Hunter Slew art.


