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the manner in which His Excellency has
brought this great matter before us. We have
the freest scope given us for the consideration
of this question, and it is to be earnestly hoped
that His Excellency will realize the assurance
which he expresses, He feels “ That we will
“ not treat in & narrow spirit a question. so
“proad, that in reality it covers th¢ ground of
“all parties and ail interests so completely, as
“$0 preclude it from being made the weasure
“of one Government or of one party.”

Phe  next subject which is referred to in
the speech, is that of internal defence. It will
be gratifying to the country to lLicar that His
Excelleucy appreciates the prompt manner in
which nemly filty thousand of our .people
turned oub. for inspection and drill. We must
all-believe it is necessary we should aid in
making them more efficient.  Ars and accou-
trements are necessary, and it is to be hoped
will be amply supplied for the protection of our
homes and country.

. Xt is to be regretted that the neighbLouring
States. have taken steps to abrogate the Reci-
procity Treaty which has conferred so many
privileges, and been profitable alike to all, It
i3 to be hoped that some meansmay be devised
to prevent the annulling of the Treaty. Yet,
should the Treaty terminate, it will behove
the Government and ourselves to guard wnd
protect.well those most importang hranches of
the products and respurces of. our country,
which were so summavily disposed of by that
Treaty reguiation. Qur Fisheries, in particu-
lar, which-tend so mueh te the prosperity of
our Province. ) .

. We must fecl it a matter of no ordinary im-
portance that the natural resources of tlis
Province should be better understood abroad.
No better and more economical way of effect-
ing this at present appears to me than that
brought to our notice in the speech of His Tix-
cellency, by being properly represented at
the Iutercolonial Exhibition to be held in Dub.
lin this year. "We all as Nova Scotians must
feel some pride at the notice taken ot our pro-
ductions at the Great Exhiltion in London.
The co-opcration expected from us towards
advancing this great undertaking, will, no.
doubt, be cheertully given, : o
" Every member, no doubt, has been impress-
ed with the conviction gained from  the short
operation of the school bill, that” some mndifi-
cation is required to render it more available
and better adapted to the wants ‘and wishes
of the people.” All surely will give their- best
aid to a subjéct so important to the interests
and well heing ot the great body of the people.

Scarcely any appeal is necessary to our
sympathy for those who- unfortunately need
the-care of the Asylum. More room unfortu-
ngtely is required for the safety and comfort

of the patients, . -
~He (Mr. X.) thought he could do 'nothing
better in. moving the answer to the address;
than to give them a comparative statement of
the increase of the Revenue during the-last
year. - They and the country were pleased tliat,
at:the last Session” of this House; they had
& very: large Revenue tomeet the requirements
of our people ;.and very ‘large. grants were
given'to'the roads: of. the country;: and - other:
public works. The Government have met all
- the'demands upon the Treasury: {or‘the year
Jnstiénded, and leavé a-balance in Treasugy to:
go fot the henefit of the country of $225150. . * -

Increase.of Revenue of 1864 over 1863 :
: -Compurative Statement,
Railway: Increase of passengers. ..

..13,201
Increase in value......... e $19,122
IXpOrts L.viiiiii i 526,328
Imports......ooeirvieniioiinnnn. . 2,403,251
‘Exeise, Customs, and Light Duty.......... 145,778
Increase for Crown Lands.............o.... 19,000
Gold 6,0200Z. = ..covvuvvevaenn.. 106,000

Coal large increase.

Balence in Treasury at end of Finan-

cial year........cvu0t $225,160

I feel very gratified indeed, Mr. Spoaker, to
be able to give this statement of our prosperit,
to the House and the country ; showing, as
think it does, an unprecedented state of pros-
perity in every source of Provincial Income.
Tor all these aud many otber Dlessings, we
should reeognize the Giver of all good, Ishall
now read the following

ADDRESS,
Muy it please Your Excellency,—

We, the Represcntatives of the people of
Nova Scotia, thank your Excelleney for thé
Speech with which you have been pleased to
open this Session, . . } "

We. beg to ‘congratulate your Excellency
upon your assumption of the Government of
this Province, and we have no doulit. that the
most agreeable relations will be cstablished
between your Iixcellency and the Mewmbers of
the Legislature.

The bountiful harvest we have enjoyed, and
the increase of the trade and revenues of the
country, arc, indeed, auspicious, placing us in
the best possible position to deal with the
great questions submitted for our deliberation.

The Report from the Delegates, appointed to
confer upon the Union of the Maiitime Pro-
vinces, and the Resolutions of the Conference
held at Quebece, proposing a Union of - the dif-
ferent Provinces of British North America,
togethier with the correspondence upon that
subject, will obtain at ‘our hands' the deliber-
ate and attentive' consideration demanded by
a question of stk magnitude and importance,
and fraught with consequences so momeutous
to us and our posterity. ' o

The question of Internal Defence will not
fail to engage our seriotis attention, and we
will be happy to afford your Excellency every
aid in our-powerin placing that branch of the
public service in a still more ‘effective condi-
4 : I i

on. . :
The Public Accounts, when laid before us,
will receive our caretul inspection; and, *\Ve‘_wili’
be glad to find in the estimates the evidence of
such economy as is ‘consistent with the- exi-
gencies'of the public service, - 7
Tlie abrogation .of the Reciprocify Treaty:
would, in out -opimion, operate” most untavor-
ably upon the trade between this Province
and’the United ‘States, and certainly: would
notimprove the friendly relatfons which have.
been’ so ‘lavgely” promoted by it operation.
We will he glad to receive the dorrespondence’
upon this subjeet: 0 U7 T T T
The “papers ' concerning’’ the ' Tuternational:
Exhibition; to be held’ at Dublin, ‘Wil receive-
the‘attentiondue to the proper répfsentation
of thé Products of this Province, DR,
" We will not fail to' devote™. our, mogt ear

effortsto-did* in’ maturing any improvements




