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England on his private affairs, by his Excellency’s leave, and to p‘refent ‘the: member
chofen for his Excellency’s approbation.

Mr. Llillidge then propefed to the Houfe, John George P) ke, Efg. maflber for tim
town of Halifax ; and Mr. Morris propofed William Cottnam Tonge, Efq. His. Ma]eﬁy 8
Naval Officer, and member for Newport, for their Speaker: and the choice of the
Houfe having fallen upon William Cottnam Tonge, Efq. he ftood up in his place, and,
expreffing the honor propofed to be conferred on him by the Honfe, fubmitted himfelf
to their choice,and he was taken out of his place by Charles Morris, and ]amesMoody,
Efquires, and conduéted to, and placed in, the Chair accordingly, and thereupon Mr.
Speaker elect addreffed the members as follows :

GENTLEMEN,

IFEEL this to be the moft honorable day of my life, the exalted ffation in which- your
favorable opinion has placed me, has long been an obje&, and I truft a laudable object, of
my ambition, but to fucceed, asI have donc, without intrigue, without perfonal folici-
tation or the influence of party, by the voice of {o great and refpectable a majority, is
highly gratifying to my feelings. Gentlemen, Iam fully confcious of wanting numerous
qualifications neceflary for filling worthily the honorable feat you have gwen me, but
I truft, my exertions to promote the honor of the Houfe, and fupport its juft rights,
and my ftrictly impartial conduc, may prove me in fome meafure worthy of the diftin-
guithed mark of confidence you have conferred on me, fo that thofe who have favored
me with their voices may not 1cpem their choice; and thofc whe have not, may be
ﬁnally fatisfied with that which is made. : :

A meffage was delivered from his Excellency the Lieutenant. Governor, by the De-
puty Secretary, commanding the atiendance of the Houfe i in the Council  Chamber,

Accordmgly, Mr. Speaker ele&, with the Houf¢, - went up to attend his Excel.
lency in the Council Chamber, where Mr. Speaker ele& was prefented to his Excellency.
by Mr. Northup, upon which ks Excellency approved of thc choice the Houfe had
made.

The Houfe being returned, and Mr Speaker havmg taken the chair,

M. Speaker reported that the Houfe had been in the Council Charaber, where his
Excellency had been pleafed to approve of the choice the Houfe had made of him to be
their Speaker, and that he had fpeken to the following effect :

May it pleafe your Excellency,

Your graaous approbation of the choice of the Houfe, confers on me the hlghcft
honor, and demands my moft grateful acknowledgcmcnts, whichI humbly requeft your
Excellency to accept.

Your Excellency having, at the firft Sefficn of thls Aﬂ'embly, conﬁrmcd to the Houfe
and its Members all thelr ancient and accuﬁ'omed pnvxleges, I'have, at this moment,
nothing to afk in their.behalf, -

_For myfelf 1 have to folicit from | y'our Exccllency a large fhare of candid and in-
du!oem confideration’: deeply confcious of my deficiency in thefe qualifications necef-
f.m for filling with dignity, and public advantage, the exalted ftation in which I am
fo- honarably placed, I truft that my zéalous andloyalattachment to my Sovereign and
His Government;and the warm "intereft I have in the: welfare of this my native coun-
try, may. compenfate, in part, for that deficiency; : and that i in. your Excellency’s good-
nels I fhall find excufe for the reft. :

Relying on thIS,I exped, with humble confidence, a favorable conftrudtion of my
condud, that it miay be attnbuted to thofe pure and upright motives which fhall ever
dire@ it,and that a any errors I may fall i mto, may be conﬁdcred merely as fuch, and not
as proofs. of 2 any defign to do wrong:

. Finally; I beg your Excelléncy to receive my folemn. aﬁ'urance, that in my prefent
important office it will be my pride, as I feélit my duty, to premote, with the utmoft’
of my amlw, the hcnor of HIS Ma;c&y s Governmcnt, the cafe. of. your hxce]lency s

: . : S Admxmﬁratxon,




