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England on his private affairs, by his Excellency's leave, and to prefent the mrember
chofen for his Excellency's approbation.

Mr. IMJillidge then propofed to the Houfe, John George Pyke, Efq. member for the
town of Halifax ; and Mr. Morris propofed William Cottnam Tonge, Efq. His Majefly's
Naval Officer, and member for Newport, for their Speaker : and the choice of thé
Houfe having fallen upon William Cottnam rTonge, Efq. he ftood up in his place, and,
expreffing the honor propofed to be conferred on him by the Honfe, fubnitteid himfelf
to their choice, and he was taken out of his place by Charles Morris, and James Moody,
Efquires, and conducted to, and placed in, the Chair accordingly, and thereupon Mr.
Speaker eleat addreffed the members as follows:

GENTLEMEN,

1 FEEL this to be the noft honorable day of my life, the exalted ftatiohi in which your
favorable opinin has placed me, has long been an obje&, and I truif a laudable objea, of
my ambition, but to fucceed, as I have done, without intrigue, without perfonal folici-
tation or the influence of party, by the voice of fo grert and refpeaable a majority, is
highly gratifying to my feelings. Gentlemen, I am fvlly confcious ofwanting.numerous
qualifications neceffary for filling worthily the honorable feat you have given me, but
I trufn, my exertions to promote the honor of the Houfe, and fupport its juft rights,
and ry ftrialy impartialcondua, may prove me in fome meafure worthyof the diftin.
guifhed mark of confidence you have conferred on me, fo that thofe who have favored
me with their voices may not repent their choice, and thofe who have not, rnay be
finally fatisfied with that which is made.

A meffage was delivered from his Excellency the Lieutenanit-Governor, by. the De.
puty Secretary, commanding the attendance of the Houfe in the Council Chamber.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker elea, with the Houfe, went up, to attend his Excel-
lency in the Council Chamber, where Mr. Speaker ele& was prèfented to lis Excellency
by Mr. Northup, upon which b's Excellency approved of the choice the loufe had
made.

The Houfe being.returned, and Mr. Speaker having tàaken the chair,
Mr. Speaker reported that the Houfe had been in the Council Chamber, where his

Excellency had been pleafed to approve of the choice the Houfe had made of him to be
their Speaker, and that he had fpoken to the following effect:

May it pleafe your Excellency,
Your gracious approbation of the choice of the Houfe, confers on me the higLhef

honor, and demands my moif grateful acknowledgements, which I humbly requeft your
Excellency to accept.

Your Excellency laving,.at the firIf Seffi'n of this Affembly,«confirmedto the Houfe
and its Mémbers all their ancient and accuftomed. privileges, I have, at this moment,
nothing to alk in. their behalf.

For myfelf, I have to folicit from your Excellency à large fhare of candid and in-
dulgent confideration: deeply. confcious of my deficiency in thfe qualifications necef-
fary for filling with dignity, and public advantage, the ekalted flation in which I am
fo honorably placed, I truftthat my zealous and loyaltattachment to my Sovereign and
His Governmentand the warm intereft Lhave in the welfare of this my native coun-
try, may; cornpenfate, iin part, for that deficiency, and that in.your Excellency's good-
ne&s I fhlll fibd excufe for the refi>

Relying. on this,I expea, with humble confidence, a favorable conftru&ion of my
condu&, that it niay be attributed to thofe pure and upright motives which fIall ever
dir- i-tand that any errors I may fal into, may be confidered nerely as fuch, and not
as proofs. of any.defign to do wrong.

Finally, I beg your Excellèncy to receive my folemn affurance, that in my prefent
important office it will be My pride, as I feél it my duty, to -pronote, with the utmoRQ
of my ability, tie honor of His Majefty's Government, the eafe of your Excellency's

Adrminifration,


