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After which the Prefident of His Majefty’s Council, by his Excellency’s Corii-
mand declured the Choice the Houfe had made, was approvcd of by his Excellency:
The Houfe being returned, and the Speaker having taken the Chair,
" Mr. Speaker reportcd, that the Houfe had been in the Cetincil.-Chamber, where
His Excellency having been pleafed to approve of the Choice  the Houfe had made
of him to be their Speaker, he had fpoken to the following Effect :

Mazy it pleafe your Excellency,

Since your Excellency has thought proper to confirm the Choice of the Hosxfe
of Affembly, 1 am induced again to undertake this Office from the paft experience I
have had of your Liberality and Candor; hoping at the fame time, that I {hall con-
tinue to enjoy the fame favorable indulgence, which [ have in the like Situation
heretofore experienced.

It would be anegle& of Duty in me, was I to omit humbly to affure your
Excellency, that I feel Seatiments of the higheft Gratitude to you, for the very gra-
cious manner in which you have been pleafed to approve of this Proceeding of the
Houle of Affeomlbly ; and 1 flatter myfelf, with the hope that your Exceliency, wiil
ftill continue to judge favourable of any Errors I may have the Misfortune to com-
mit in the Di{charge of my Duty ; this kind Confideration, it fhall be my endeavonr
to merit, by a fteady and unalterable Attachment to His Majefty’s Perfon and Go-
vernment, and a conftant Exertion, to promote by every Means in my Power, the
real Intereft and Yrofperity of this Province, ‘

It my Duty, this being the firlt Meeting of the prefent Aflembly, humbly to
demand in their Name, and on behalf of his Majefty’s faithful Commons in this
Province, an entire Confervation of all their Priviledges: That they may have
Freedom of Speech in their Debates, and not be molefted in their Perfons. That
they may have the exclufive Right of judging of the Qualifications and Condu& of
their own Members ; and if I fhall be required to anfwer any Queftions, that I may
at fislt be at Liberty to confult with the Houfe thereupon, and whenever the publick
Good thali require it, I may by the defire of the Houle, have free Accefs to your
Excellency’s Perfon.  Thefe and all other Privileges which former Aflemblies
heretofore enjoyed, I am humbly to beg may be continued to this Houfe.

Mr. Speaker alfo reported; That the Prefident of the Council by his Excellency’s
Command in reply faid.

I am commanded by his Excellency the Lieutenant Governor, to declare to
the Houfe, that the Priviledges to which the Houfe and its Members are entitled to
by the Law of the Land, and the Royal Inftru&ions, fhall in all cafes be acceded
to them. ’ :

After which Mr: Speaker faid, his Excelleney was pleafed to make 2 Speech, of
which Mr. Speaker faid he had, to prevent Miftakes, obtained a Copy which he
‘read to the Houfe, and is as followeth, viz.
Gentlemen of the Council and
Gentlemen of the dffembly.

HAVE great pleafure in meeting the Legiflature fo foon after a General Elec-
tion, as the Reprefentatives chofen have had the beft opportunity afforded
them of becoming acquainted with the ftate and Condition of the Country, and
with the moft likely means of promoting its Intereft and Profperity. .
The oyalty and Attachment to our moft gracious Sovereign, and his Go-
vernment ; the attention to enhance the general Intereft, and the Harmony which
prevailed ever fince I have been honoured with the Adminiftration of the Govern-
ment have proved highly Beneficial to all degrees of his Majefty’s Subje&ts in_the
Province, and will, I hope, be continued and rendered further Conducive to ¢t he
public Weltare. : S
" No Portion of his Majefty’s Dominions, or any part of his People have firong-
~ er Reafons, humbly to offer to the Supreme Difpofer of Events their motft
. fincere and grateful Acknowledgements for the manifold Favours enjoyed
- under the Proteion of his Providence ; for Prefervation from the contagious
Difeafes with which the furrounding Countries have been fepeatedly afflicted ; for -
- ‘B . - protcéion



