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{118 What the Country Church Needs

4 |

’{ ; RURAL CHURCH »r ’ keep up the old straight, proud, “my chureh,” “split

i st kind of a wtry chureh is needed in Western wp g Mty rural u:‘. Sam.

and what can the country church do toward On this page are three An Experiment in Union

‘1 ip & higher and pobler type of citizensiup’ 0 of some of our read Right here in this rural community we are trying to
i it } rural church must be spintual. ; It - get away from the old “draw your coat tight about you
{ nust set | lards for personal spin life and reh denomination, and have formed what s termed a
i fividua i ﬁ!.m. standards must Le f union church. | believe the supporters of this church
l positive as egative. Ong¢ ws less Christian | be are honestly trying not to interfere in the particular
- spintt hy & evil than by NNng good, especially » St Deliel that other people had In thelr home churches
» by J £ with others g round uplift of the We have six or seven diflerent denominations repre
i mmunit his s the for which the needed € bul praciica sented and since we all recognize that a church for
1 rural chureh will ¢ ts members By -~y “‘f‘”;“"! ey iy each is out of the question and that earh one hasan
} S I'he needed rural church has a world ideal and N equal right to claim hig own, we all join hands and
A& community It sees the whole world, first and approach our Maker thru one common channel where
especially th parts, bathed in even-handed L,,_--"------------,-------,-_-_‘ each one feels he 8 not an outsider. . Our pastor can

Justice, harm peace and satisfactory happiness, and does weet the spintual needs of our community,

]
! y abd beads all her efforts o realize the deal composed of six or seven different demominations, by
|
.

snd minister, on & community because they happen

3. —The needed rural church has a ministry that live 3 preaching  the esential—the CGospel of Chrst—and

i the antry” with their people They study the 0 "_f“ the position o do so, Lings Up Lhe old question  ooch member tries to realize that he or she is in duty

codntry's needs and do what they ean to have them hat “might is right,” one of the very things Canadian  pound to sacrifice his or her little non-cssential de

i s supplicd hey speak the language of the “"“"{‘. voys in }hhd‘;"l." T‘“dtu“;‘!‘ ”\':” disbelief in at nominational ceremonies so that the sharp points of

I and their illustrmtions have the “smell of the field the Sacrifice of thelr Uves w Western Canadian  §y won't hurt his or her pew neighbors BEven from

i which the Loed hath blessed Their sermons are People will not willingly Le stampeded nto sagiher the peurile business point of view it is only reasonable

i ‘ frequently broaght back to the { of the heareys Church against Lheir will, and so they stay away Does it- work? It does. What would prevent it?

i ! ! by the things which they ses I scalion specially Western Canada l:“h“ rettled and the church is “Do unto others as you would they «Inwﬁd do unto

1] fits them for thelr task very ofien quite too far ."l' _"',' some 10 g0. A you” will pay great dividends applied in our rursl

4 he needed rural church is a uniting one. Nearly “""””_' with {wo or ‘?"" small children finds it quite (), eh communities

, everything tends to divide the country ‘,_,,h_ They & task 1o keep her little ones cool in summer and From co-operation as farmers in Grain Growers

i need a fores Most churches cultivate de- warm enough in winter for a long drive. Then as belp Associations, co-operative elevators, cresm eries, ele

is hard to get in the West she oft times feels more in

.
! nominat ot ¥ y by emphasizing the things in it is only a small step to co-operative rural churches
‘[ which they ase e ar i, 3 hurehes tend 4 need of a quiet rest when Sunday comes and is hardly and social centres. But what ': long time it takes to
further divide ‘the peopl The needed rur hurch 18 the mood for further effort. ln & very great number get some rural communities to go the frst step and
! : il an phasise the '€ ;‘I { Salvation to Christlike ©f cases it would also mean going to & church where
: sphy - ol o« | on 1 hirsstiy
H the people were nol in sympathy with her particular
1! denon n and in most cases Lhe husband stays
1 v - home with his wife and family Who shall say he s
i : joing sof The it » they gradually
. W church an N Yery easy 1 )
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‘ ' 1 do ot think = More
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there iwmet & very Christlike spirit working
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