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What the Country Church Needs
HI HAL CHL'RCH

"What kind uf a country church ts needed in Western 
i ’ana.ii and »;.ai ana r..-- country afamh Uu toward 
buil-lu-g up a luglier and nohler type uf cilnenahipf1* 
" 1 —The needed rural church muet he spiritual , It 

must act high standards for personal spiritual life end
Tham et ‘individual moral conduct 

positive as well aa negative 
spirit by doing i 

suing with

standards must Le 
negative One shows lews Christian 

no>vtl than by doing good, especially 
by joining with others fur the all-round uplift of the 
community This is the work for which the needed 
rural church will enlist its members.

2 —The needed rural church ha# a world ideal and 
a community ideal. It sera the whole world, brat and 
especially the rural part#, bathed in even-handed 
justice, harmonious pence and saladactury happiness, 
and bands all her efforts to realise the ideal.a. -The needed rural church has a ministry that live 
in the omulrjr with their people. They study the 
country ■ needs and do what they can Ui have them 
supplied They speak the language of the country, 
and their illustrai tune have the "smell <d the held 
which the Lard hath hleaaed " Their sermons are 
frequently Ivought back In the mind el the hearers 
by the things which they see. Their education specially 
his them for their task

A.- The needed rural church ie a uniting one. Nearly 
everything tende la divide the country people. They 
need a uniting force Moat churches cultivate de­
nominational loyalty by emphasising the things to 
which limy sis peculiar Such churches teed In 
further divide the people The needed rural church 
will emphasise the Guapsi te Salvation to Chnathke

On inis page ere lives letters giving me 
ion of some of our reader » as lo how the i 
Illusion of the rural • liur-ti can best be ful-

opiu 
x Ml

■lied inn Is s mural lime in me evolution 
of lbs country church and all who can con­
tribute something of value lo ns evolution 

: unes will be doing a reel servies. 
We asm mure tellers end as asm them prac­
tical. the results of your earn observations end 
si penance. We don’t went dissertation! on
creed or due trine but practical ways end means 
h« which the rural church ran help mankind 
to live up to ibe ideals laughi by Chrisi

keep up the old straight, proud, 
l" rural eyi

'"-■t it®v8W?a,,Wp'

aarvtes and (."hnsthho character and make am king

the way in all needed rnmmunily effort# As mil-help 
■ bast, H may urgamer a social survey that the ma- 
mui.it s may whs m# nssih and adopt an appruprtate 
program ll will brio to -eg*ruse the r.eomunit y in 
any and every way for Me bsweftt. hut «epeetell y lo 
*wgy Ma own needs Ker ifae them must lip fsejirni
■mi- ? the country Ml general Cost • t the peupla 
tense ah their pulMUrwl thiekiag lo the* pohtsral 
party, feel as some leave thru thinking on rvhgp-n 
metiers to the* church and do lust aa they are 1 Édites 
It w ever the effort of a faithful shoreh to have the 
psugie do thru own think lag . Wt the church -

and minister, on a community because they happen 
lo he m the position to do eu. bnngi up the old queaiu.u 
that "might is right," one nf the very things Canadian 
buys in Tlanders are evidencing their disbelief in at 
the sacrifiée of their Uvea. 1 he Western Canadian 
people will not willingly be stampeded mti> isglu 
church against the* will, and ao they stay aeaÿ.

Wasters Canada is thinly settled and the church m 
very often quite too ter easy for some to go A 
moth* with two or three small children hade it quite 
a task to keep her little owe cool in summer and 
warm enough m atm* for a long drive Then as help 
is hard lo get in the W set she aft times feels mo* in 
need of a quiet rest when Sunday comes and is hardly 
in the mood for furthw effort la a very greet numb* 
g w Ik w—Id aha mean going lo a church where 

> wot in sympathy with her particular 
ad m most cassa the hiwtend stays 

with h» wife and family Who shell any he is 
not right in doing so? The result m they gradually 
give up going to church and that ie very may to do.

Duns our present rural church promote unity in 
the rural community? 1 do not think en Mo* 
parues ami mo* ephta era directly due to the rural 
church than thru any Other one cause 1 know of, 
cutMoqueotly quite a numb* of people met stay away 
from church lo keep out of trouble. This all pm to 
shew that the* east a very Chnathke spint working 
in our rural common!Use la far loo many cases 
loo * three denominations ai» Irving to catabhsh 
their church ht a eommtmily whew the* ie oady ream 
fur one (the overlapping commit lee try to prevent 
thoL but they cannot stop the people a be* mean 
lneks a* employed to bring the* object about) 
Hence we see two or throe stagnant, dying or dead 
church* end that Mb a tendency lo cheapen the 
church who* one good live church would quicken 
all the rwwwuaHy and be a rani community social

"my chuich," "split
up community" rural system.

An Experiment in l'aléa
Right 1-e* in this rural community we arc try ing to 

getaway from the old 'draw your coat tight about you” 
denomination, and hove formed a hot ie termed a 
union church 1 iwbeve the supportera of this church 
a* honestly try mg not to interfere in the particular 
belief that other people had in their home churches. 
W« hove six or sevra dînèrent denominations repro­
ve n led and sin* we ell recognise that a church for 
each is out of the quewtioo and that each one lias an 
equal right to claim tug own, me all join hands and 
approach our Maker thru one common thlllll when 
each une (eels he is not an outsider Our pastor egg 
and dues meet the spiritual needs of our community, 
composed of six or seven different dénominations, by 
preaching the sewn list the Gospel of Christ—and 
each member trim to realise that be « she te to duly 
bound to sacrifiai his or hw little oou-mwetiaJ de­
nominational ceremonies ao that the sharp point» of 
it won't hurt hi» or hw pew neighbors Kv«a from 
the peurtie business point of view It Is only rraaonaUr 
Don it work? It does What would prevent it? 
“Do unto othew as you would they should do unto 
you" will pay great dividends applied in our rural 
church communities

From co-operation aa ferme* ig Grain Grown* 
Associations, co-operative elevators, errs» erica, etc, 
it is only a small step lo co-operative rural churches 
and aortal centres But what a king time it lakes to 
get some rural communities to go the hr* step and

flee * mm i mwii i«to»M n to to* wwto to *» ««Mdrieg p* Im m
we pgMkUHf *MH «%» «É <M»a te effwodwto ww mmmfrn tome I

Uherty ef
Whet kiedef a 

H to
*h H weeded to W, 
for any one

co-operate In protect cor 
Each one walla fur the

utlWF m (Krtf
Ia II to vwy mmeuii lo# »n) om mm lo , ^ -
out a certain type of church and my ihel is Ike TT.T l. 
k lor the rural West because liberty el thought
be kept tret Who* a 

i different

in my To
questions I

take -other «ado la pidwica. not only Iwcauae neither ^ 
party might do hw credit, but she fsnwa she would 
ihemtry ns ker influence a ah the ath* ede But , ,***
the ehurvb that le traded si| encawrage the 4M- °» rengw-
eussum ef pehteml Hawse ahem ge pr-daWnasI ngh- ■'
tews -» iiinil ns that the w-sls et> learn the facte Mg“,Icm m present, an Ihel the peuple may learn the 
end vote freely and inlafllgrnUy —WT i Cueoly

TMS1 HAVE MUCTK AL CUVBCM lMON
f This epperttmMy he pel forward seme thoughts * 
ijw Haim that p—p— bwipia church as each
m in te s gone l>. should not be teat- Una raaana * 
that I he rural -burr he» do ant U»e at> to * hrvat a 

Whsrvws hs mbwhsd hm diriphs when they
__I In real rasa uthe* from prwachmg m a

______ ^ way h» fhrvd. it m sadism
I |*4*yi on the ■elite the rural 
Vui» .aa' .m ■ to g»a?ft s* the nth* „ —
tlev cuuW *« V. attend Ih*. pgrttewter --------, _
mMtm a hat nth* rhumb they étpri n 1 la ptereo 
she* eg dsencvineun# piste — metes'M is not up- 
-lg-Tl-" fur the people » Ihel rhurvh In kshave thev 
ha-« the nght In tm|*m the* rshgs-wv Wees on all 
the smnmnmty. tlmtesli isomthu <d <4 her people • 
thought* But the Utre has i-nmed I faq» a hen the 
mass* in Is Ie .iw-teir-l in on the -luestnm aa in 
which don in mimm e nght be must all weognoe 
the fan that every mdrvtdwsl hi a enmmmuty has e 
pqffrcf rttert te h» pnMwular -mas an rahm-n end te 
nggh oughts snivel am as he arm ht Fee a person 
era dial ml III tarn ID farm the* Ciena. or the* church

m the sty M adt seed a

ly he* any ass
or seven ddferenl dsnominslmne wunling ie It and 
r«fK lluttk.» iLdkl (M/tHuiar tlrftoitiUuiIMi to Htot *
bills the be*, then Mharty of Ihnughi eernes in be 
the vital posai on which eO church q-mi».* for that 
rocnmumiy mu* be a*lied, d M U In be done In the 
miofaction ef ell who ran Is the* * who take any 

nmunMy. For e tody te men of 
o mall* hew rirmr, to get lag*hot 
id pent ranohilkms dsn hog with 
of vital inlets* lo John (eraol 

te a different dmununalme snseewhe* -a (teshetrhe- 
> try to pvt John Form* in enmtey «nth 
ago** h*B nek a trying lo put the rteeh 

te nhgt s inch nhocM two hundred yen* Much a 
pubry ail net norh fee van long in any rural earn- 
mu QU y and to we m* sppsonrh the rural ehureh 
ptehleee hem another antes 

The* a* an many reeks | 
men whh fkdamna's 
end brteg the ship te rural 
poet I think the he* system that hne bneo Irted 
up to now (1 da ent my it ie the only owe) to Ihel 
which three churches a* trying In pul tele practice 

tu 'ft iMrtwwrn i rr»?. t trrian nciBouM
Uoeal ch*chns would In S greet «stent 

jrsl church foUsn- It should 
only be a she* step far other dsoominslame In jam 
such e union, pnfik-uterlv if te the turns ef wtrh union 
the thought of e term dee** te hheety he kept n«U 
in front If the que*Ion on* Wt to the young te 
Ih* parmi* I de not think H would lake very 
long to t-rmg it about The fact that «iters iwopte. 
wt IS their dseosninnlsonsl obmrvancm ef eeerly • Me­
tis*. a* herd In move Ihmswvot. mu* he riiniiils*il 
and rightly * But the young people * movements 
ef hettey. laleraallnaal Hue da y ffrhool Fsdwwttee, 
Y MCA; YWCA, ate. a* ad bsteieg to hreeh 
down the tanan te dre-soineisons Iran lor the tom teg 
gs os ration, and I espert a tune sfl rams, the I mev 
net bve lo ew H. when I he people mil he* one rural 
church that wit] me* the nos* te ell the tamisais 
both anrlaltv and rally They a til then 1» lecheed 
to *--‘g- te » antes el the efforts put forth today te

gnsag I» »rt out uf tof But tuH Us an ll mod I hot 
-fans not Mon numrUtey good, and d the rural am 
mum us# did wake up, did cup-para te Ml item huâmes* 
did watch the making ef Ihf laws they he* In sleds 
by, dhl «mener»!# M rural church work, metal retenu, 

‘ et anew put hundreds te men who up 
he* kvnd an ihe 1st te the tend el the

i te owe rural 
he* In work

of yourrxssrsgiDon't pan the Grain Growers, the

Bunns*we out te s job end they 
far e living (te 3 you think 
tucorw ste i nrsssery in the wad 

kesp yew earn

h> t

nd yew rural

ihel ell I hern mm-producers e* neceasery to the Bad 
r rural communMy, jw* hasp yaw new

community eld poke along i 
ike end of turn “A* a men 
reap -T H Kntete. Fnhe.

THE t HI H< M HHOLLti H HO A DEN OUT
When ow sawnUy church a e Indu* M s atom 

earned by leaching rteiowmimn mthout rather then 
transfurmniioe mitee Aa uoragsoerais Ma-lmhp 
uteaural w character awh the out «Me a odd hne. 
ao true iuMstcn * n waegi fw M The aeat reason 
fer (silure te the rural cherche gtneral teeter! uf 
mund^Mte srrtptwal prwtptee <d «n-opemitea end

of icme e gran fantey whs* eU a* sainted and 
ertlvafy empteved m a it among far and hvteg ike 
truth the church is a issuer* whs* a fee ts-lmsatb 
ssarct* e wan-poly that drew e man's tehsrswl nght 
k> fnnsanin and reply, with the results -owe might

Another harmful thing H that in*rad te darling 
on the pus*) ten we te redeemed humanely, prwnchm 
talk about The trtvtel round, the ■ nwi* hi lash, 
that furanh ad t* ought lo ash.' Me. *r The 
primal war shoes how our own rears aid In Ihe col 
to fs* «tenth end «fang* far Uutv end the nght Ow 
people lake faite tele** in |4e«tng « mate, ingkamus 
subordmsie part, ihrv seed <» U trad nwh » pamsoo
• -.At- nlM» ff- ------------A- -A >1 , Ito^ftoMPO dr*
snough (Tin*tea wnrhs* lo mrry -uTrae a* te chwrvh


