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’■ How do the waves along tlu- level shore 
Follow anil flx in hurrying sheets of foam? 
For ever doing u hat thev did before.
For ever climbing what is never elomb !
Is there an end to their perpetual haste- - 
Their iterated round of low and high - 
Or is it one monotonv of waste 
Vnder the visions of a vacant skv ?
And thou who on the ocean of thy days 
Dost like a swimmer patientlv contend,

believe 1 would have found the nest 
at all if it hadn't been that a blue 
jav fle,w in among the trees and lit 
on a branch of the tree in which the 
humming bird lived. I he jav hail 
scarcely perched on the limb when, 
like a shot, 1 saw something dart to 
ward him, and as the big bi„rd flutter- 
ed and hopped about, evidently „ re- 

And though thou stccrvst with'a shoreward luctant to leave the spot, 1 saw that 
gare, phe was being fiercely assailed by the

female humming bird. The littleMisdouhtest of a harbour or an end.

mise hi
Could 1 but read the riddle of^the sea?"

C. Lowes Dickinson.

What would the threat and what the pro- thmg hummed like a buzz saw, and
darted upon the jay bird from below, 
above, and from every side, striking 
him with her long needlelike bill, 
while he screeched and jumped 
about, but was utterly unable to 
parry a blow of his radiant but furi­
ous assailant. Presently the male

HUMMING BIRDS.

I don't suppose there are very
many people in this country of ours , , , , . . • i.i., - * h , , • , ., I humming bird returned and quu kl\who never saw a humming bird, said ; ■ • , ,, u,,,,

r ,, 1 , ,, , ! lomed in the attack on the intrudinga natuiahst of 1 lonesdale, l a. ; “ but , ■ , , , i , , , o.,.r . jay bird, who was soon glad to ta ke­if the question, ‘ did vou ever see a , ■ ,T ,, , , ,, .1 , ... % , . himself off, followed by the pugna-lmmmmg bird s nest : was on the cions little fairies, unti 
screeching out of sight.

The humming birds returned to

, i ■ | , , | V.1UU.1 nine lull ico, umii he W CIIt

census taker s list he would receive 
* No ' for an answer from nine lain- j 
dred and nintv-nine out of every one 1 
thousand of the population. Any ,the tree> and instead of mysteriously 
rural urchin, if lie is a genuine ooy, disappearing in the foliage as be ore. 
can tell you where you may find the hovered about a particular spot on 
nest of every bird in his neighbor- ia gnar^'d and twisted branch of the 
flood, from the hawk’s to the chip- I dog-wood, and there, as the fema e 
py's—except the humming bird's. : finally settled down, I discovered the 
And yet this mite of the air is com- ; home of these two little sylphs be- 
moner than many other species of neath a canopy of overhanging leaves, 
birds whose nests the urchin can ! The female nestled down cosily in 
take you to. the tiny cup which was so soft and

“ A humming bird’s nest is a sight i elastic that even her delicate plum- 
worth going a good way to see, and , aKe was unruffled by contact with 
yet you needn't go far to see one if moss-covered edges.
you can only find it. I was a col­
lector of birds for years before I ever 1

From my hiding place—for I had 
hidden in the bushes at the first at-

saw one of these nests. Every year ! *ack of the humming bird on the jay 
there was scarcely a minute in the | the nest was but a few feet distant, 
day during the summer that humm- j and I could see its character, but 
ing birds couldn’t be seen suck the , c°uld not tell of what it was con- 
nectar from the honeysuckle, holly- i structed. One thing I did notice, 
hoclc, lilies or other flowers in my j and that was that it was so cunning- 
garden, yet I had no idea whatever ly fashioned to harmonize with^ the
where they nested and brought forth 
their young.

“I noticed one summer that a fine 
specimen of the ruby throat, after 
hovering about my flowers for a few 
moments, invariably flashed away in 
one direction following a straight line, 
as far as I could see him, towards a 
thick piece of woods a mile or so 
away. One afternoon I followed his 
course to the spot where he disapear­
ed from view and waited there to see 
if he would pass on another flight, 
intending to line him to his home 
as the bee hunter does the wild bee. 
What course he took back to the 
flower garden I do not know, but in- 
a few minutes he passed where I sat, 
humming on his way again home­
ward. It was only a momentary 
glimpse that I caught of him, passing 
as he did like a ray of light, but 
enough to see that he went on as 
straight as a bee line. I followed to 
the second point of disappearance, 
waited again, and once more, after 
another visit to the garden, he passed 
me and kept on towards the woods. 
This time, being on the watch, I saw 
the wee bird as he approached and 
was able to keep him in my eye 
longer than I had before. After 
four relays of watching in this way, 
the humming bird led me to a clump 
of dogwood trees, where he dis­
appeared.

“ Satisfied that his nest was some­
where in the trees, I approached 
them cautiously, but although I saw 
the bird, and once his mate go and 
come every few minutes out of one 
of the trees, I could not discover the 
s ■ > >t they made their home. I don’t

bark of the tree as to conceal it from 
the closest observer. Often in my 
visits to the nest afterward, and 
knowing its location so well, I was 
unable to discover it except after a 
minute or more of close observation.

For a short time after the two 
little birds returned to their nest, 
after driving away the jay—which, 
by the way, was an exhibition of 
bravery and belligerence on the 
part of the humming birds for which 
I was entirely unprepared—the male 
bird snuggled down close to his 
mate, them poised itself for a mo­
ment on its whirring wings above 
the nest, and disappeared. I then 
stepped out from my hiding place, 
but the bird on the nest did not 
move, conscious, perhaps, of security 
of its nestling place. Not until I 
had climbed th§ tree and bent over 
the nest did she seem to realize that 
she was discovered, and then she 
arose and buzzed and hummed 
about me with a belligerent intent 
as she had about the jay bird. I re­
mained only long enough to see that 
two tiny eggs were in the nest. 
I visited the dogwood tree daily after 
that, and the frail birds gradually 
became accustomed to my presence. 
At first they were nervous, and one 
or the other of them would dart 
down at me, uttering the quaintest 
of peeps and cries.

After a few days my presence 
ceased to disturb them, and they 
came and went as if I was not there. 
I learned that the male relieved the 
female at intervals on the nest, and 
that humming birds carry on daily 
warfare against any other members
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Everything in Furniture
Everything that’s worthy in furniture—that’s the better way 

to put it. No trouble in meeting the shoppers’ needs—taste 
tnatks our whole selection, whether it is some simple article for 
bedroom or diningroom or something genuinely handsome for 
drawing-room or other room. Unite sure to suit you in price, for 
our purchases are direct from the manufacturers, and in quantity 
that gives us large advantage in price. -

Artistic Furniture
Solid Mahogany Sideboards and 

Cabinets, by Henry and other hng- 
lish makers

Heal Flemish Sideboards, Tables 
and Chairs

Unique designs in Hall Glasses, 
Seats and Tables, in golden oak and 
Flemish oak.

Library Chairs, Couches and 
Tables.

Solid Mahogany Drawing Room 
Sets and Odd Pieces, odd chairs, 
settees, Davenports, writing and tea 
tables.

Artistic and inexpensive novelties 
in Furniture and foreign manufac­
ture, suitable for wedding presents. 
Cabinets, Tables, Secretaries, Curio 
Tables, Jardinier Stands, Chinese 
and Japanese Carved Furniture.

Bedroom Furniture, in mahogany, 
oak, bird's-eye maple and many 
specialities of our own make, in white 
enamel Dressing Tables and Bure­
aus, at moderate cost

Brass and Iron Bedsteads, Chil­
dren's Cots and Cribs.

All-hair, Mixed and Felt Mattres­
ses made to order in a few hours, 
also Wire Mattresses and Box Springs 
to fit any bedstead.

Feather, Down or Hair Pillows.

W indow Shades 
and Awnings

These are made to fit any sized 
window—the famous Hettrick’s Ad­
justable Awnings, sold exclusively 
by ourselves.

No i size, to fit windows Irom 2 

feet 6 inches to 4 feet wide, $4.00.
No. 2 size, to fit windows from 4 

feet to 6 feet wide, $6.00.

Old Hickory 
Summer Furniture

A line of very artistic, durable and 
comfortable Furniture, for outdoor 
use, in about forty designs, in chairs, 
settees and Tables, and prices rang­
ing specially close.

Verandah Blinds
Verandah Blinds, complete with 

cord and pulley, size 4x6, 40c ; size 
4x8, 50c ; size 6x6, 60c ; size 6x8, 
75c ; size 10x8 S1.25 ; size 12x8, fi.50.

Choicest in Carpets
There is wonderful satisfaction in buying carpets in this store.

You find it in the size of the stocks—surprisingly large to most
x%.v_ ' v
everyone. You find it in the character of the goods—and the price.

—Velvet Carpets of superior quality, in very choice designs, special $1.20.
— Superior Quality Wilton Carpets, a carpet made for bard wear, in patterns 

that make up well in rugs, for dining rooms, libraries or halls, special, 
per yard, $1 42J.

—Good news of a late shipment of Fine Brussels Carpets, in designs and 
colorings made up exclusively for our own trade, in Indian blue grounds 
and Indian red grounds —cofoes that do not fade easily. An assortment 
of patterns suitable for rooms, halls and stairs to match. «-

There is still opportunity for quick shoppers to secure bargains 
in our special lots of Wiltons and Axminsters, in lengths to fit any 
good sized room—carpets that range from $1.26^ to $3.25 a yard— 

very special at the low figure of $1.00.

John Kay, Son * Company, Ltd.
36-38 King St. W„ Toronto


